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The compact and lightweight garden power tools from Bosch N\
Caring for a garden is a demanding job. To ensure that gardening work remains enjoyable, Bosch continually ((F])} BOSCH
develop new solutions with improved performance and cutting ability. Bosch has a complete range of garden g

tools to make gardening as easy and convenient as possible. You’ll be amazed. Invented for life

Check out the Bosch website: www.bosch-garden.com.au
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repairing a concrete floor before tiling,
vaterproofing a laundry or grouting a water
feature, the Dunlop range of DIY building
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products provides you with a complete

and simple solution.
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ne of the most expensive rooms
to renovate is the bathroom.
It's all in the planning, and
you’'ll most likely need to spend on
an electrician and a plumber, so you
want to make sure you get it right.
Even small ones can be costly to
revamp, so this month we're focusing
on small bathrooms and ensuites.
We look into effective design
strategies and DIY step-by-step
makeover techniques, plus Cherie
Barber shows how she'd renovate
a Handyman reader’s main bathroom.
As vou'll notice in most of these
renovations, people have stuck to
sleek modern wall tiles and flooring.
This not only makes the rooms
appear larger, but also keeps them
trom looking dated too quickly.
Use accessories such as towels
to pump up the colour, texture and
drama. These itemns are easy to swap
around, and keep it all looking fresh.

Moving house

We've all done it at least once and
are always surprised at how much
stuff we have accumulated.

And sometimes, it can be more
cost-effective to hire professional
movers than tackle it all yourself.

We untangle the mystery of how
to go about hiring a pro, who to look
out for and who to avoid, on page 82.

Plus, we have expert tips on moving
heavy, awkward pieces of turniture
around without hurting the floor, the
woodwork or your back, on page 87.

Spring has sprung

After a few chilly months, it’s that
time of year when we can start to
really enjoy the outdoors again.

We have some great projects in this
issue to add a feature to yvour backyard,
and a pond in a pot you can make in
just a few hours, on page 130.

For landscape makeovers, we
show vou how to pick the healthiest
plants at the nursery and what you
should plant right now. We also share
fun gardening projects the kids will
love, on page 160, 50 let's get into it!

Enjoy the issue,

MANAGING EDITOR
LEE DASHIELL

Specially formulated for garden
tools and equipment, the new
range of WD-40 Specialist Lawn

& Garden products, from about %5

each, is a must-have in everyone's

garden shed or workshop.
Designed to keep your tools and

equipment in tiptop shape, WD-40

PRODUCT OF THE MONTH

Add character to your
backyard with a timber arbour.

More inspiration

Are you planning on revamping
your garden and need some
more inspiration?

Pinterest lets you create
and organise boards of your
favourite pictures. It's a great
way to find and share ideas for
your next DIY project.

Check out Handyman at
pinterest.com/diyhandyman or
scan this code with your phone.

(=]t [m]

[=]
Pinterest

Specialist Lawn & Garden Powerful
Foaming Cleaner, General Use
Lubricant, Water Protective Silicone
and Heavy Duty Grease will clean and
protect them all year round.

All it takes is a gquick and easy
spray to make your gardening tools
last longer and perform better.

Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014
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with The FatMax HiSpeed™
Screwdriver. The 4:1 gear ratio
allows you to drive screws 4X

faster than a traditional screwdriver,

while the bi-material handle provides
comfort and stores up to 12 bits. J0002658
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Available at
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STANLEY

ACCESS ONE
TOUCH LATCH

This Stanley Rolling Work

Chest features a One Touch

central latch for easy one-handed
accessibility. The V-groove in the lid

allows you to cut materials easily on the
worksite and the tough wheels and metal
hinges ensure this chest is up to the task.

GET YOUR
TOOLS MOVING

Available at

PUNNINGS
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Avoiciﬁslips,
trips & falls!

ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

S e

Get better control of water flow in the
garden with the Holman High Impact
Eight Pattern Watering Gun, 515.

Use the flow-control knob to reach
the back of the garden or select from
eight spray patterns for delicate plants.

The ergonomic handle features
a long trigger with a
self-closing action
that stops the
flow of water when
it is released.

It also includes
a non-slip rubber
grip for ease of use.

halmanindustries.com.au

Available at
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Recreation Industrial
Visit our website WWW.CROCGRIP.COM.AU

Emergency Bathroom Commercial
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HANDY

Make life worry-free with these DIY solutions for
staying safe and sound around the home and garden

Tread
Rite &

B s ran’
COATIHG

Watch your step

Skip a trip down the stairs by
using Dy-Mark Tread Rite Slip

Resistant Coating, $10 for 350g.

Available in yellow, black
and clear, it creates a durable
non-slip surface inside and out.
It's resistant to cracking, peeling
and chemical exposure.

dmark.mm.au

Kneel easy

Give your knees a break with
the Standard Ezykneel, $19. The
soft padded kneeling platform
cushions your knees during
extended periods of gardening.
The lightweight device is
easy to move, while moulded
arips and a steel frame make
getting up again painless.
homeleisure.com.au

Ramp 1t up
Add wheelchair or
walker access to your home with
the Raven Threshold Ramp, $40.
Crafted from slip-resistant
recycled rubber, the ramp is available
in a height of 25 or 50mm.
It can be used as a temporary
solution or secured permanently
with construction adhesive. >

raven.com.au
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WANT T0 KEEP YOUR GARDEN TOOLS
WORKING BETTER FOR LONGER?

GET THE RANGE THAT TAKES COMPLETE CARE OF YOUR

GARDEN TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT

[ Fo]

SPECIALIST, i SPECIALIST BSPECIALIST|
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7Y |IsPECiALIST

GENERAL USE WATER PROTECTIVE HEAVY DUTY

-ﬂ“mﬁfl: FOAMING SI LICON E l
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WATERPROOFS AGAINST WEATHER S
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a CLEAN v Specially designed for garden tools and equipment " Protects your investment
0 LUBRICATE v Can be used on metal, wood and plastic v/ Optimises tool performance
PROTECT v Increases lifespan of your tools v Quick, easy DIY maintenance

Want to see how to maintain your garden tools and equipment? Pu Nﬁi;”&“s' Find me i the

Pow
Visit us online for more detail wd40lawnandgarden.com.au Gardening Alsle
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Sound the alarm

You'll sleep easy knowing your Quell

Worry-Free Bedroom Smoke Alarm,

$52, will wake you if there is a fire.
The photoelectric sensor responds

quicker than other types while the

talking voice alert improves wakening,.

With a lithium battery that lasts for
10 years, they're available for hallways
and living spaces, and the kitchen
model detects carbon monoxide.

guell.com.au

THIS ISSUE

Secure remotely

Keep an eye on your home even
when travelling with the Swann Eye
HD Pan & Tilt Wi-Fi Network Camera,
$130. It features a smart phone app
that provides instant updates.

The security camera comes with
a built-in two-way microphone and
can pan up to 350° and tilt up to 100°
vertically. It can also save videos and
images to your computer,
SWwann.com.au i

) sentrysafe.com.au
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ASSEMBLE YOUR
IDEAL TOOL BLOX.

HETUREITOP RIGHT| STUART SCOTT

THIS ISSUE

Take a seat

Showering won't be a strain when
you use an Award Eziliving Folding
Bath & Shower Seat, about $94.
Supporting up to 100kq, it
has non-slip rubber feet on
collapse-resistant aluminium
legs. With adjustable height
settings from 400-450mm, it can be
folded away when you're finished.
awardbrands.com.au

Stand steady

Wet tiles can be an everyday
injury hazard, which can be avoided
by adding Croc Grip Anti-slip
Bathroom Strips, $10 for nine.
They measure 300 x 18mm
and are easy to secure with their
self-adhesive backing. Simply
press the moisture-resistant strips
onto the floor in parallel lines.
They suit bathrooms and other
damp areas around the home.

permaproducts.com

Pamper your feet

Give your feet a treat after
a shower with the Flexispray
Memory Foam Bath Mat, $14.
Available in blue or beige, the
highly absorbent mat features a soft
memory foam filling that cushions
vour feet. It's also machine washable
and includes a slip-resistant backing.
flexispray.com.au

bunnings.com.au

FSATECHOOTT

Available at

Ldased RYOBI.

jLeJe /8 BLOX

THE TOOLBOX
THAT REALLY
STACKS UP.

With Tool Blox, the clever new storage system from Ryobi, you can assemble new units as the need arises.
The units lock together to create a modular system and you can even add wheels to make Tool Blox mobile.
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Easy fix

16

The ABC 30mm Synthetic
Bevel Lining Fitch, $4, has

a diagonal profile for getting
into awkward spaces and

Clean sweep

Speed up the least popular
part of painting with the
RotaCota 50mm Easy Clean
Brush, $10, engineered to
help rinse paint out quickly
once the job is done.

. perfect for touch-up jobs.

One-hit wonde

Despite being intended for
single use only, the Uni-Pro
100mm Poly Fibre Brush,
%10, is excellent quality for
a disposable product, and

great for applying acrylic, With an angled neck that f

makes it easier to reach
around obstacles, the

ABC 25mm Radiator Brush,
$5, will make short work

; of painting pipes.
SERTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyr
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offers smooth paint release,

x -':Brna&*si;rd

Enjoy a brush with fame when giving your home a colour
makeover with these eight stars of paint application

Smooth moves

Featuring tapered round
synthetic bristles, the

~ Uni-Pro 75mm Sash Cutter,
$10, will ensure asilky
finish on both interior
and exterior surfaces,

Eco option

Paint your home green with
the Shur-Line 38mm Eco
Trim Brush, $9. The handle
is made from renewable
bamboo and it has a recycled
aluminium ferrule.

The synthetir. bristles of
Monarch 120mm Erf et
Brush, $'? have an ex
holding :apa:lt'f. ui!ili
applying textured aml
“special-effects pair

"Case in point

With a distinctive tapered
profile, the Monarch 50mm

o Cornice & Ceiling Brush,
i about $13, is designed for
E painting cornices and detail
2 work on plaster ceilings. %

Handyman.fiet.au SEFTEMBER 208 . 17. .
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Space-saving
luxury

Turn a small, cramped bathroom into a streamlined
sanctuary with a few simple design techniques

WORDS ARTEMIS GOUROS

athrooms are often the smallest

B and yvet the busiest room in the 4;
home, making a good layout

hoth essential and a challenge.

Maximising a compact floorplan
means using modern fixtures to open
up the room and streamline the space
without sacrificing form for function.

The first rule of small-bathroom
design is to forget the tub and go for
a frameless glass shower screen.

Focus on creating the illusion of
more space with lighting, mirrors and
windows. Glossy surfaces reflect light
and add a luxury feel, while colour is
used to highlight not dominate.

Adding colour
To bring a small bathroom to life,
add enough colour to brighten the
space without overpowering it.
Stick to fresh yellows, blues
or greens, and take the colour
from floor to ceiling, keeping the
fittings and other surfaces white.
Accessories are another way
to inject colour in a white space or
use the floor, choosing dark grey
or brown to anchor the room. >

A glossy yellow wall provides a bright
e E 8 . backdrop to the side-by-side shower,
ki T""*-""'*“"““‘""-"-“-"" toilet and basin in this tiny bathroom.

PICTURES ALAMY

SEPTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014 19




Bring in light

Skylights and clerestory windows are
a great way to flood a bathroom with
natural light, and they're even more
useful if wall space is at a premium.

Take advantage of high ceilings to
include as many windows as possible,
using opaque glass for privacy.

Mirrored cabinet doors trick the
eve into seeing a bigger room, while
downlights are a good unobtrusive
choice for low ceilings.

Wall recesses provide storage for
toiletries without taking up valuable
floorspace, and keep the vanity clear
and clutter to a minimum.

A part-wall or single glass panel can
be used to screen the shower and avoid
closing off a corner of a small room.

20 SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

FICTURES ALAMY
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Keep it white
Older houses typically have lots of
features that seem to go against the
modern design ethos of sleek shapes
and shiny surfaces. But with minimal
work, you can turn old-fashioned
features into small-space assets.

Choose white and another
neutral or light colour for the
walls, finishing panelling
and plasterboard with paint
designed for wet areas.

Use the same colour for
all trim, including mirrors,
dado or picture rails, skirting
and window frames.

Keep all fixtures white
and strip back any lino or
other flooring to reveal
original floorboards.

Don't cram in furniture
and accept that the bathroom
doesn’t have storage space
for supplies of toilet paper
or stacks of towels. >

3 destal s|nKE]
bk 5tre$ﬁﬁﬂed SOEIMPLY)
topwith a mirror,not 8 ta

finish and goodbye to mould and bacteria.

Introducing the bathroom
that Cleans & Protects itself.

British Paints® Clean & Protect™ creates a beautiful,
resilient interior finish that can be wiped clean time
and time again. And with a 7-year guarantiee' against
mould and bacteria it's perfect for walls in kitchens,
bathrooms and laundries. So say hello to a quality

British D Paints

Available at

ZUNNINGS Trust British Paints p

bunnings.com.au

sh Paints will replaca the paint free
see the can or go to www britishpaints.



RENOVATE

22
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Tile it bright

In a small bathroom, fittings should
be kept simple to prevent clutter, with
colour being introduced through tiles,
such as an eye-catching feature wall
or a mosaic floor or wall strip.

Mosaic tiling is an easy way to
add glamour, and iridescent tiles help
reflect light. The tiles come in sheets,
which cuts down on installation time.

Team coloured wall tiles with
white flooring, or add visual depth by
taking the tiles up the walls.

Keep the look seamless with
a trayless shower and freestanding
towel rail, so the walls are clear and
the tiling is still visible,

Add a wall-hung toilet and sink to
bring the room bang up to date, >

S ALAMY, THINKSTOCK
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Now any room

can be abathroom. = ki~

Saniflo gives you the flexibility to create a bathroom From basin

anywhere in your home without any major plumbing work. T~ @

Saniflo macerator pumps are easy to install and can pump m N |

up to 5 meters vertically. A simple and cost effective way to e J | From shower
turn your dream bathroom into reality. .

Call 1300 554 779 or visit saniflo.com.au *

Sanislim dimensions

Unit; W 447mm H 270mm D 131mm.
Outlet diameter: 20mm,

/ s J—
Scan and 3
wren [ SANIZLD )
find out 1 fi‘"

-

"
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Trim it right

Sometimes, it's the layout rather
than the square metres that make
a bathroom feel small. Part-walls
or internal powder rooms can
make design difficult.

The most budget-friendly solution
to overcome floorplan obstacles is to
work with, not against, an architectural
style, and avoid moving plumbing or
knocking out and building walls.

For a traditional home, cornices,
skirting, doorframes and window
shutters are best left in a bathroom,
as removing them may make the
space feel clinical, not contemporary.

Gilass shower screens are essential
to keep the room open, but vanities
can be older-style with a solid benchtop
and doors with a decorative profile.

White ceilings are a must to keep
the room fresh and light, but they can
be panelled. Walls should simply be
painted or tiled in one colour.

An awkwardly shaped space may
present an opportunity to put in a tub.

Panelscape 2.4m PVC Ceiling Panels, $58
for four, Cornice, $8. handihome.com.au
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Design a small

bathroom

Make a big impact in a compact space with
the clever use of fixtures and accessories

WORDS DANIEL BUTKOVICH MAIN PICTURES CHRIS L JONES STYLING GEMA BENEITEZ

bathroom that is practical and
Aacsthctical]}r pleasing can be

a challenge to design, especially
when working with a small space.

Measuring only 2.4 x 1.9m, the
bathroom in this first-floor extension
needed every trick in the book to make
it look and feel bigger than it is.

When the extension was added,
the bathroom was built as an empty
shell with only plumbing and wiring
installed by the tradies.

The layout was kept simple, with
plumbing for just a shower, toilet and
vanity, as a bathtub in a room this
size would occupy too much space.

For the waterproofing and tiling,

a professional tiler was called in.
Large-format tiles were selected to
increase the sense of space.

The chocolate colour on the floor
was continued up the wall opposite
the door to add visual depth, while
glossy white tiles were used for the
other walls to brighten the space.

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

Boost the light levels
With a small, west-facing window, the
room was designed to make the most of
the limited natural light. A mirror was
mounted on the wall above the vanity
so there was no medicine cabinet
creating an obstruction at eye level.

The vanity was positioned
adjacent to the window so the
mirror could bounce light into
the room. The white wall tiles and
¢lass shower panels also function
as reflective surfaces.

Despite the small space, the
bathroom door has just enough
clearance to open inwards,
without hitting the vanity.

Frameless glass was chosen
for the shower screen to open
up the space and make the room
look bigger than it is.

The toilet was tucked into
the corner next to the shower
to keep it out of the line of sight
from the doorway.

To complete the contemporary
look, chrome taps and shower fittings
were installed, and complemented by
chrome towel racks, as well as a handy
shower caddy to keep the space tidy.
TP Brighten up a modern bathroom
by adding splashes of colour using
towels or accessories. >

Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014
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Set out the bracket locations

Mark the centreline of each panel
on the floor and use a spirit level to
mark vertical centrelines up the walls
to 2000mm high. Mark the screw
holes for the mounting brackets along
the panel centrelines on the floor and
walls at the spacings recommended
by the manufacturer.

HIMGE
PANEL

Secure the hinge panel
Repeat the process with the hinge

panel, checking that the door opening
is 6mm wider than the door panel and
that the gaps between the walls and
the panels do not exceed 12mm, then
tighten the screws using the Allen key.
Temporarily position rubber blocks
above the brackets for an even gap.

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

CORDLESS
DRILL >

CERAMIC
ORILLBIT

Attach the brackets

Use a 6omm ceramic drill bit to drill
the marked holes to a depth of 30mm,
applying even pressure at low speed.
Insert the supplied plastic plugs into
each hole and trim the excess using
a utility knife. Position the brackets
and attach using the supplied screws,
then loosen the grub screws.

= ]

SILICONE

WALL
TILES

Seal the gaps

Apply bathroom silicone liberally
along the gaps between the panels
and the wall. Use a silicone spatula to
push the silicone into the gaps and
scrape away the excess, smoothing the
surface with the rounded corners.

Seal the gap between the floor and
the panels after the door is installed.

FIXED

PAMNEL
WALL
BRACKET

FLOOR 3.
ERACKET &
» 2%

PROTECTIVE

RUBBER MAT

Secure the fixed panel

Cut the supplied rubber blocks to
6mm and position them in front of
each bracket to support the glass. Lift
the panel into the floor brackets, slide it
into the wall brackets and hand-tighten
the grub screws using an Allen key.

Use glass-lifting gloves and have
a helper assist when lifting the panels.

HINGE
PAMEL

HINGE

DooR

3 Aj ;l
PANE d a /

WALL
BRACKET

Attach the door panel

Secure the hinges to the recesses in
the hinge panel. Position rubber blocks
in the door opening, lift the door onto
the blocks and attach the hinges to the
door panel. Check all gaps are even,
tighten the screws and remove the
rubber blocks. Cut away excess rubber
from beneath the other panels.

Create a contemporary, streamlined space with modern
chrome fittings, a compact vanity and a touch of colour.

—
Ir

L1
5

Marbletrend 750 x 455mm
Flinders Vanity Unit, $406.
marbletrend.com.au

Evogque Chrome Three
Tier Towel Stand, $40.
zonehardware.com.au

Everloc Solutions Chrome
Plated Steel Shower Caddy,
£29. everloc.com.au

Lorraine Lea Bath Towel,
70 x 150cm, $32.

linenparties.com

Frameless shower screens

are ideal for small

bathrooms, as they make

the space seem higger

and evoke a sense of o
being in a luxury hotel.

The shower screen e
for this bathroom is . .
from Highgrove Glass o BT
and was custom made to SCREEN DIAGRAM
suit the 200 x 900mm recess, S —
which is slightly Larger than their
standard size [highgroveglass.com.au).

To keep the look streamlined in the small
bathroom, the shower was designed without a tray.
The shower door opens both inwards and outwards,
which is a useful feature in such a compact space.

Aluminium angle was installed before tiling to

form the shower recess and a mortar bed was laid
to create a slope. The tiles were laid, then the glass
panels installed above the angle to conceal it.

NALEON" | no Drilling. No Mess. No Fuss.

SUCTION YOU CAN TRUST

-‘.‘--‘_""-\.1__’.

STAINLESS
STEEL

BEEWARE OF IMITATIONS

ANTI-RUST

GUARANTEE

v 1 STEP INSTALL

v/ NO DRILLING

v STRONG HOLD

v/ SUPERIOR SUCTION
+ SIMPLE MOUNTING
v EASY REMOVAL

CHROME
TWIN HOOK

657 2C

S5UITABLE SURFACE
W

CHROME ) " )
5KG HOOK -

UNSUITAELE SURFACE

Avoiloble ot
See these guality Naleon” products in the plumbing isle at -__-._r-. GS
Bunnings or see the entire Maleon range at naleon.com.au warehouse
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S L :
Mount a mirror
With an emphasis on saving space, the
bathroom needed a vanity with lots of
storage, as there would be no medicine
cabinet, but also a small footprint to
allow clearance for the door.

The vanity is 750mm wide and
includes two drawers and a single-door
cabinet with no handles to make it
more streamlined. The shallow basin
allows maximum storage underneath.

Frameless mirrors suit almost any
stvle of bathroom but work especially
well in contemporary homes. This
mirror is the same width as the vanity,
measuring 200 x 750mm, and is
mounted flush to the wall.

TIP Mount the mirror at an appropriate
height to suit all bathroom users.

Highgrove 700 x 750 x 5mm Flat Edged
Mirror, $37. highgroveglass.com.au

TIMEER

SPACERS
*\_\t

" ;
DOUBLE-SIDED

VANITY

7

*i’ Make the spacers ? Apply the tape

«'= Have a helper hold the mirror up
against the wall and mark the base
edge. Measure the distance between
the mark and the vanity and cut two
lengths of timber to size for spacers.
Position the spacers on the vanity at

£t Secure strips of double-sided tape
to the back of the mirror at the top,
base and sides, leaving the backing on
one side. Apply mirror adhesive to the
vinyl cutouts on the back of the mirror.
TIF Ensure both the wall and the back

cither end and use them to support the
mirror when mounting it on the wall.

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

of the mirror are clean and dry before
applying the tape and adhesive.

The slimline mirror and compact
vanity are ideal for a small bathroom.

TIMEER
SPACER

'~ Hang the mirror

“ Peel one corner from the backing
of each piece of tape so it extends
beyond the mirror's edge. Stand the
mirror on the spacers, then firmly
press the mirror against the wall and
check it is level. Remowe the rest of the
backing from the tape by pulling the
corners hanging out from the back.

NOBUDY

puts Highgrove
N a corneii ‘

(Well some do and that’s just fine by us).

The benefits of a Highgrove Frameless Shower Screen are obvious.
A cleaner look, easier to clean but what isn't immediately obvious is just how easy they are to install.

HIGI—%GF{DVE




Mondelia

BATHROOM & KITCHEM

Plan your reno

Get the bathroom you've always wanted by choosing
fixtures and a layout to suit your budget

. athroom renovations can make
c R EAT E A D E s ' G N E R Loo K B a home much more liveable and
. y add thousands of dollars in
T HAT I s s U R E To lM P R E ss . -~ 3 value, Installing it DIY makes your
v’ money go further and means yvou get
your dream bathroom sooner.

Take time to plan your renovation
to avoid having to remodel again a few
years down the track. Work out exactly
what you need and think about any
possible lifestyle changes in the future.

From classic to contemporary, Mondella njclkes'u real designer statement.
Choose from a superb range of stylish collections, manufactured to the
highest standards, with the added confidence of a 5 year warranty: = =

Design the layout

Measure the space and experiment
with layouts on paper, keeping in
mind that using existing plumbing
will reduce overall costs.

If space is an issue, prioritise the
changes that make the biggest impact,
both practically and visually, Think
about storage and available light, and
decide whether a bath is necessary.

Mondella | Mondella

CONCERTO

SLEEK EDGE

Mondella | Mondelia A &
ROCOCO . CADENZA : -
e S H-Lh"‘_
GEOMETRIC SQUARE EVERYDAY £
e
= arantee renosuccesswithimodern
Available at finishes) open space and natural lights

See the full Mondella bathroom and kitchen range in-store ZUN NINGS
at Bunnings Warehouse or visit bunnings.com.au mm

bun nings.com.au Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014
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RENOVATE

"

T—

adding style to the bathroom, is simple.

rrirrr.JPfF
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-
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e

Set your budget

Once you have a plan on paper,
determine whether your budget can
stretch to a full renovation or whether
a cosmetic update is a better option.

If vour bathroom has good bones,
replacing the vanity or adding new
fittings can make an instant impact.

Work out how much you can save
by doing it vourselt and decide what
you will need a tradie for. Remember,
all plumbing and electrical work must
be done by a qualified professional.

Focus on quality

The finishing touches can make

all the difference in a bathroom

revamp. Choose the best quality

products you can afford to keep

that wow factor for years to come.
Throughout the reno, take a step

back and look at the project as a whole

®
to make sure you're happy. Changes Iorralne Iea

QLY hixturesare the k & .
made early on will cost much less than o p bt = simply home

autifilbathroom.
FIPXEXv.

Messina Towelling. Available in bath towel, hand towel and face cloth.
To book your own home styling party or request a catalogue visit lorrainelea.com

once the renovation is complete. F.
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Afew coats of paint transform the tiles
forafraction of the cost of replacing them.

PAINT OVER
OLD TILES

Give your bathroom a brand-new look In just a couple
of days by resurfacing rather than retiling

eplacing bathroom tiles is

a big job, involving chipping

out the existing tiles and
restoring the wall to a smooth finish.
Wet areas then need waterproofing
before the tiling can begin.

The amount of labour combined
with the cost of the new tiles makes
this an expensive renovation.

For an easy and high-impact
makeover, you can paint directly
over the tiles, and the paint can be
tinted to suit your colour scheme,

The finish is gloss, so proper
preparation is the key to a professional

Tank water had discoloured the
tile grout in the shower recess.

PROJECT AND PICTURES LEE DASHIELL

result. Scrub any scap scum, mould
or dirt from the areas to be painted,
then use a tile cleaning product.
Apply a primer and two coats of tile
paint, sanding between coats, taking
care not to overload the brush or roller.
To calculate how much paint you
need, measure the length and height
of the area to be painted to give the
number of square metres. Divide this
by 12 to get the total litres required.
This ensuite had been renovated
a few years ago, but the original wall
tiles were retained. The faux-marble
design was outdated and the shower

Tile paint covers the grout and provides
a non-absorbent surface treatment.

had discoloured grout as a result of

being plumbed to a rainwater tank.
After two days of DIY, the tiles

and grout now repel water and the

bathroom looks clean and modern. =~

White Knight Tile & Laminate
Primer, $45 for 1L, Tile Paint, $47
for 1L. whiteknightpaints.com.au

..................................

: Taping a clean edge

* When using painter's tape, press

it down on the edge of the area

to be painted. If loosely applied,

« paint will bleed underneath the

tape, resulting in an uneven edge.
It's best to remove tape before

the paint has dried. But if two or

« three coats are needed, the base

- coatswillbe dry. To break the seal

- between the paint and tape, score
the edge with a utility knife, then
pull it away at a 45° angle.

...................................

LN
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. SCRUBBING

S
Davco &2

Rejuvenation
Grout

Grout coating for use
over existing grout

(BRUSH

ABRASIVE
PAPER

I TILE

K CLEANER -

L PAINTER'S ——— = i

e ————— ~
Clean the tiles Mask the edges Sand the tiles N , /
Scrub the tiles and grout with Use painter’s tape to mask off Give the tiles a light sand all Y » T

a solution of one part bleach to 10 parts  the walls at the floor and ceiling over with a sheet of 240 grit wet/dry ' D ’_

water to remove mould, then leave and any other edges. Press firmly abrasive paper and a sanding block

to dry. Spray with tile cleaner, leave for  on the edge of the tape along the to create a rough matt surface. This avco -

30 seconds, then wipe off with a wet area to be painted to give a clean will help the paint adhere better to

sponge to remove soap scum and oil. finish. Fill any cracks with grout or the tiles. Wash and rinse off the tiles 5 RerVEnatiDn Grou’[
We used White Knight Tile & gap filler and leave to dry. Position using a wet sponge and clean water, : " (‘f_' T —

Laminate Cleaner, $15 for 500ml. drop cloths on the floor. then leave to dry completely. 1 el

'F"‘“’Hﬂuh

" hl&h‘“" Mgnal §

TOP COAT
ROLLER )
i Transform your home
JOLLER Davco's newest Rejuvenation grout is the perfect way
to transform your indoor and outdoor tiled areas.
FRIMER . : . .
You can now bring your tired old grout to life without
the hassles of scraping, damaging your tiles or —————
i L]
i ¥ & Available at SR
Apply the primer Paint the first coat Finish the painting lzu N GS A5
Stir the primer well, then pour Lightly sand the tiles with 240 grit Store the brush and roller in water (=] ! ftﬁlf
into a roller tray. Paint a small area of paper and wipe down. Apply the first until the first coat of paint is dry, then L
the tiles at a time using a microfibre coat with the roller, using a brush to squeeze out the water. Lightly sand
mini roller and a brush to cut in the cut in. Paint a small area at a time in the tiles with 600 grit paper. Wipe
edges or around tricky areas such as a zigzag pattern, then roll smooth. off the dust, then apply the top coat
taps. Roll on the primer in a zigzag When the paint is spread and only using the same technique as for the
pattern, then smooth out, working a little is left on the roller, go over the first coat. Allow to dry for a day, then
from the top to the base. Leave to dry. area in one direction from top to base. wait a week until fully cured.

3B pAREXGROUP

Building expertise, together

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman 1800 653 347 parexdaucc-.cnm -au




or bathroom for a chance to

~ win $10,000!

KltCheh & ﬁ ( la = Refresh your tired kitchen

challenge '

"- -

- ‘ﬂ-'..l.:r"

-~ " i

Simply use White nght Tlle or Lammate Palnt =
to update your kitchen or bathroom. The most impressive ™ =
transformation wins $10,000 and will be featured m e
Handyman magazine! WL

-

..........

[E=xi[E SCAN TO LEARN HOW TO
fo PAIHT“LES&LAHMAE
E -.'-..--. o

mxnigm

| HOME §| = caRE —

lAMINATE

J CARE | ——

TII.E PAINT

= J '\"'-"'17.1
A (] ] ] '?. Available at How to enter:
! l M [ g st o ek el g | it s S aUNNlNGS * Take a before photo of your kitchen or bathroom
.Q]_: S i warehouse * Buy White Knight Tile or Laminate Paint from Bunnings and keep the receipt
bunnings.com.au * Use White Knight Tile or Laminate Paint to transform your kitchen or bathroom

* Upload your before and after photos at www.whiteknightmakeover.com.au

Promo start date: 1st September, 2014. Promo end date: 30th Movember, 2014

from the makers of

1 White Knight 3 TAUBMANS®

lalist paint, professional resufts




42

Fast DIY

bathroom fixe

Save on tradie costs by tackling small jobs
to keep on top of repairs and maintenance

idy, well maintained bathrooms
minimise morning chaos and
are a pleasure to be in.
While many bigger bathroom
jobs require a qualified plumber both
by law and to avoid costly disasters,
minor repairs like fixing leaking taps
and regrouting tiles can be completed
by anyone with DIY experience.
Regular maintenance keeps the
bathroom looking great, avoiding
water damage and expensive repairs.

U

WATER %
LE\"Q -

PLUNGER

BASIN

Use a plunger

If water is backed up into the basin,
bail it out until there’s just enough
to cover the plunger cup. Position the
plunger cup over the drain and pump
vigorously, straight up and down, for
at least a minute to dislodge small
blockages from the U-bend.

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

Unblock U-bends

Slow water drainage can be caused
by a build-up of grease, hair or soap
in the U-bend under the sink.

Traps or U-bends contain water
that blocks sewer gas from entering
the building. Their shape can also trap
solid matter, causing blockages.

If the pipe isn't totally blocked,
try a homemade drain cleaner of half
a cup of bicarb soda, a cup of white

vinegar and four litres of boiling water.

MULTIGRIPS pee 55___ i U-BEND
. — b
PLASTIC

- CONTAINER

Dismantle the U-bend

If the basin remains blocked,

position a container under the
U-bend. Wrap masking tape around
the nuts on both sides of the U-bend
and loosen with a pair of large
multigrips. Remove the U-bend and
pour excess water into the container.

Pour down the drain and repeat,
if necessary. This should break apart
any greasy build-up, but solid blockages
need to be cleared by dismantling the
U-bend, clearing the blockage and
cleaning it out with a bottlebrush.

Sl b

Dates Large Soft Grip Bottle and Glass
Brush, about $5. oates.com.au

| BOTTLEBRUSH

MASKING
TAPE

Reassemble the U-bend

Use a coathanger to remove the
blockage and scrape gunk from
the U-bend. Clean thoroughly with
detergent and a bottlebrush. Smear
petroleum jelly around the screw
threads before replacing to make
remnoval easier next time.
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THE START TO A PERFECT FINISH!

The Polyfilla range allows you to easily
choose the right filler for the right task.

- —

INTRODUCING THE NEW POLYFILLA BATHROOM & KITCHEN FILLER

A ready fo use extra-durable broadwall filler, ideal for fillings cracks, dents and
holes where moisture and mould is an issue such as bathrooms, kitchens and laundries.

|y"e|lu

BATHROOM =
g urrq_qi_ulL-’

| Sy

(0] Inl
L= i la
e eChins T

Iig:;ir.- wEwaw

.:...'.]: iu “'

POLYFILLA" READY TO USE
FILLER RANGE

Polyfilla’s premium formulations: .f::: ,. {i8s | s 9
® Easy fo sand

e Resistant to cracking

® Set to a hard and durable finish

* Easy and cenvenient water clean-up

* No lumps, therefore no kneading required
® Excellent smooth surface finish, every time

& Sclutions for most types of cracks, dents and haoles

Zi14881

FICTUREITOR THINKSTOCK

HANGING
TAPE POINT

MASKIMG

Mark the hanging points

Assemble the towel rail and
measure between hanging points.
Apply 20mm wide masking tape along
the tiles and use a spirit level to draw
a straight horizontal line on the tape.
Measure and mark the spacing of the
lugs on the line using a pencil.

Insta,ll a towel rail

PLASTIC
PLUG

Attach the lugs

Select a diamond core drill bit
that matches the size of the supplied
plastic plugs. With the hammer
function switched off, apply pressure
to slowly drill through the tiles. Tap
the plastic plugs into position and

attach the lugs using supplied screws.

Bathrooms typically have towel rails
already fitted, but when retiling,
changing the layout or installing

a new bathroom, a new towel rail
will need to be mounted.

Towel rails should be positioned
for easy access trom the shower,
bathtub or vanity, but not where they
can get wet from splashing. The ideal
height is 1200-1700mm, depending
on the ceiling and any obstructions.

Select a towel rail that matches
the style of shower and tap fittings.
Double rails are available to store
multiple towels, while a second rail
may be necessary to hang a bath mat.
TIP Choose a rail that allows towels
to hang freely without touching the
wall, as this can cause mould. >

P&N émm Diamond Core
Drill Bit, $13. sutton.com.au

RAIL
SLEEYE

Attach the rail

Slide the rail sleeves over either
end of the rail and over the lugs.
Tighten the grub screws at each
end with the supplied Allen key.
TIP The small hex socket grub
screws are hidden from view on the
underside of the rail sleeves.

Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014
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Regrout the tiles M

Bumps and knocks to tiled surfaces
loosen grout over time, allowing
water to seep in. This can cause
mould behind tiles and eventually
compromise waterproofing,.

Regrouting is simpler and less
expensive than replacing tiles, and
it gives old tiles a clean finish.

All old grout needs removing before
new grout is applied, and new grout
should be sealed to ensure longevity.

Coloured grout can be used to give
a bathroom a new look. Matching
the grout and tile colours makes the
edges of the tile less obvious, while
contrasting colours draw attention
to the pattern of the tile layout.

TIF Avoild using acidic bathroom
cleaners, as they can damage grout. >

COLOURED
GROUT
i

Dunlop Flexible Coloured Grout,
about $9 for 1.5kg. dunlopdiy.com.au

GROUT
L AN

LABK

Remove the old grout

Use a carbide grit grout saw to
remove loose grout. The angled
offset handle lets you apply heavy
pressure as the blade is scraped over
the gaps. Vacuum out the dust, then
wash the surface with a solution of
water and white vinegar,

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

MR
— GROUT

Regrout the tiles

Mix the new grout to the
consistency of toothpaste. Mowve
a rubber float or squeegee diagonally
across the tiles to push grout into the
gaps. Leave it to set for 30 minutes,
then use a damp sponge and clean
water to wipe away the excess.

AANERNN
‘ ]

o s ol

277700001y

make
out.

Contrasting grout
a tiled feature wall

Seal the grout

Leave the grout to cure for two
days. Apply grout sealer with a small
paintbrush, using a cloth to wipe the
edges of the tiles clean as you go.
TIP The sealer protects the grout and
prevents water, dirt and mould from
penetrating and leaving stains,

FIGTUREITOM) ALAMY

Lifting the lid
on choosing

a toilet

While they often look similar,

4 | many toilet suites don’t deliver

to last.

Caroma Urbarne
Wall-Faced Toilet Suite

Tested beyond
Australidn Standeards

on what you actually need:
ease-of-use combined with
quality that lasts.

Caroma delivers on every count. By continually
investing in toilet echnology, Caroma is
committed to developing toilets that are
beautiful, always perform and are designed

Available at
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Silicone plays a key part in keeping

a bathroom waterproof. It prevents
water from getting into gaps between
tiles and baths, vanities and fittings,
where it can cause damage and
mould if left unchecked.

Silicone should be used to seal
all new fixtures when renovating or
installing a new bathroom.

Ower time, it can become worn
and mouldy, which makes the
bathroom look shabby. It also reduces
its waterproofing ability and this can
lead to water damage.

Carefully cut away old silicone
using a utility knife, then rub off
residue using methylated spirits and
paper towel. Leave to dry completely
before applying new silicone.

BriEn
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Selleys Wet Area Speed Seal Silicone
Sealant, $10 for 300g. selleys.com.au

MASKING

Protect the surfaces

Apply strips of masking tape to
either side of the gap, about 4mm
apart. Cut the nozzle from the silicone
at 45°, keeping the hole smaller than
the gap for greater control.

Cut the nozzle neatly, as jagged
edges create furrows in the bead.
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MOZZILE

HEW
SILICONE

GAP

Lay an even bead

Start at one end and continue to
the other. Pull the trigger slowly and
steadily, pushing the caulking gun
away from you and adjusting the rate
to match variations in flow speed.

Lift the gun and release the trigger
once you reach the end of the gap.

prevents

. : SOAPY /

SILICOME

Smooth the bead

Run along the bead with a finger
dipped in soapy water, continuously
from one end to the other, applying
enough pressure to create a smooth,
even surface. Remove the masking
tape and excess silicone immediately,

then allow to dry for 24 hours.

Sarpunt Vanities T FiX (T ee
AtE rdﬂl'lrijﬂﬂlld 1

FLEXISPRAY

CHANGE IS EASY

oulds

arstreom”

Airstream™ Technology
mixes air with water

to create a voluminous
shower experience.

OPITHINKSTDCK

Available at

Z2UNNINGS
warehouse

*IGTURE

To find out more visit us at:
www.flexispray.com.au



Shower Caddy - 67004

Twin Towel Rail - 67005

oK and styilish rang

EVERLOC

SUCTION SYSTEM
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‘ ‘igm
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Dental Station - 67017

Double Corner Basket - 67022

E —
e .
Large Bathroom Shelf - 67009 Double Hook - 67249

e of accessories with unparalled suction performance”

Easy to Install v No Tools Required

Available at  For more information please visit our website EVERLOC.COM.AU
a INGS * The maximum weight bearing ability of EVERLOC will vary from surface to surface.

wr.l'el

The Large Everloc suction cups can hold up to 15kgs and the Small suction cups can hold up
to 8kgs. Product availability cand ranging will vary from store to store.

OPIGETTY IMAGES
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Tiling a bathroom is relatively simple
until it comes to tricky technigques
' 4 like cutting squares in tiles for
" _ powerpoints and light switches.

t' Instead of calling in a tradie, cut
them DIY to get the professional look
on a budget. The best way to cut tiles
is with a wet diamond-bladed saw, but
if you don’t have access to one, you
can use an angle grinder instead.

Attach a continuous rim diamond
blade to an angle grinder and make the
cuts. Score the front of the tile first
then plunge-cut from the back.

i g The key to cutting tidy rectangles
g and squares in tiles is to avoid cutting
beyond the corners. Practice first on
spare tiles or broken pieces to avoid
wasting expensive tiles.

Lights and switches often require . )
cutout tiles so they fit mthe wall, Flexovit 125 x 22mm Tile Cutter
wp N Diamond Blade, $24. flexovit.cam

CUToOuUT

PLUNGE-CUT

it BACH
FRONT . OFTILE

QFTILE 35

AT CORNER )

“X.

Score the shape Finish the cut Install the switches

Mark the cutout on the front and Turn the tile over and plunge-cut Have a qualified electrician
back of the tile. Score the front of the from the back, checking frequently. wire the bathroom before tiling. Lay
tile about 1.5mm deep along the line Stop when the cut lines up with the the tiles, lining up those that have
with an angle grinder, stopping the marked corners, then plunge-cut cutouts with the location of switches
cut right on the corner of the cutout. the remaining three sides. and fittings. When the tiling is done,
Avoid applying too much pressure, If the cuts on the front are too have the electrician connect all
as this can crack the tile. shallow, cut deeper from the back. powerpoints, light switches and fans.
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Most bathrooms require at least one
round hole in tiles for a floor or shower
waste outlet. Holes may also be needed
in wall tiles to accommodate plumbing
and lighting, while curved cuts are
often required for toilet flanges.

Much like cutting square holes,
cutting circles is possible with an
angle grinder, which can save you
money hiring a tradie or getting
a tile shop to do the job.

When laying shower tiles DIY,
position the circle at the intersection
of two or four tiles rather than cutting

into a single tile, to ensure the correct
slope for efficient water runoff.

Use bar clamps to secure the tile
to a workbench while cutting so the
area to be cut hangs over the edge.

To install plumbing and drainage
fittings, cut circles in the tiles.

Ryobi 950W 125mm Corded Angle
Grinder, $79. ryobi.com.au

e The IXL Eco Tastic® & IXL Eco Vent,
clearly the best choice for bathroom
heating and ventilation.

%% ( ,r{(.th 3 L ‘1_( \\’

{ ¥

W ASTE
I ELERE CORED)
LINE

Make short radial cuts
Complete the semicircle by
making several spoke-like radial cuts
into the remaining waste areas every
Smm, taking care not to cut beyond
the scored semicircle line. Clean up
rough edges with a diamond blade

or remove tabs with a tile nipper.

Score the circle outline
Mark the circle on the tiles,

Smooth the edges

Once most of the waste has been
removed, attach a masonry grinding
wheel to the angle grinder and grind
the edges smooth, working slowly
around each curve. Check that the
curve matches the fittings, then lay
the tiles using adhesive and grout.

then score the profile with an
angle grinder. Make short cuts on
cach side of the semicircle, then
connect the cuts by making a series
of progressively deeper shallow cuts
to remove the waste piece.

\

ECO VENTFLO ECO SENSATION ECO TRIUMPH

*ICTUREITOR)
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The new IXL Eco Ventflo is available in two sizes and is the must have
ventilation unit for your bathroom. With powerful extraction, self-sealing
draught stoppers and suitable for installation directly above a shower,
keeping your bathroom free from unwanted moisture build up and caold
draughts has never been easier.

The Eco Tastic products look sleek, stylish and unobtrusive, but still have all
the energy-saving features that you have come to expect from the genuine
IAL Tastic. Featuring genuine IXL heat lamps and unique back-draught flaps
that seal the unit when it's off, Eco Tastics help new homes meet 5 Star
energy quidelines. And of course, there's a 5 year in-home quarantee.

Practical, green and elegant? Absolutely.

XL
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Available at
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It’s not clean unless it’s

PPiS«‘biwe/ clean

The bathroom was remodelled
around the luxurious new bath.

~ Australians —— e

e  Easy DIY installation, take
less than 30 minutes

Will retrofit to most toilets
WaterMark certified

Priced from just $590.00

Turn any bathroom into
your own private oasis
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Spa u'date

Handvman reader Alan Redcliffe’s
bathroom was a relic from decades
past, with retro fixtures and a large
but dated spa bath. The toilet was
also located in a separate room.
Alan completely overhauled the
space, upgrading everything but
keeping the floorplan similar.

A toilet was installed opposite the
shower, tucked behind the vanity, and FOR DIY

AUSTRALIA’'S OWN

Pristine Bidet

a new concept of clean..

the tub was replaced with a newer Send us photos of your DIT’prnje:t

model with massage jets. Alan also for your chance to win $300 and

added a flatscreen TV facing the bath. have it published in Handyman. o, h 2 = % .
The window was replaced with Take high-resolution before and Visit www.pristinebidet.com for details and your local stockist

three vertical windows to allow in after pics, plus one of yourself, Oor ca I I

more light and recessed wall shelves then submit them online at

were added. Large white tiles with i hanﬁman.net.au. X r
a black feature strip complete the look. ' __..i_—-..t--i-——-
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ZANINGS

Fix a leaking tap

D.L.Y. Workshops

»Brush up your knowledge and gain new skills
with workshops for everyone, including the kids

» Tap parts
BUTTON ———== "

—
H

FLANGE ———=

he most common cause of leaking
Ttaps is a worn or faulty jumper

valve. The rubber on the base of
the jumper valve can wear away over

time and this will cause your tap to leak.

MRl Re B el Our workshops are held every weekend at 11am, 12.30pm and 2pm. For specific topics,

ask instore or go to bunnings.com.au. If you live in South Australia, speak to a team member
or visit bunnings.com.au for details about our great one-on-one D.LY. workshops.
These workshops run from 10am to 4pm each Saturday and Sunday.

jumper valve, O-rings and fibre washer.

When changing the O-ring, apply
a small amount of tap lubricant. Some

modern tap sets come with ceramic

disc spindles. These can be easier to
use and a better seal can be achieved,
but they still can leak over time.
Lever-handled mixer taps use
ceramic disc cartridges, and the most

commaon sizes are 35mm or 40mm.

BUTTON HAMNDLE

S-PIMI]LE-/.'i*

FLANGE=—" *};; |

ﬁ
. '€—SPINDLE

L
FL&HEE"W

EBREMOVE THE BUTTON AND HANDLE
by using a removal tool or a spanner.
Pull the handle off the spindle once

the button has been removed.

TIP Turn off the water supply and turn
the tap on fully before beginning.

FIBERE
WASHER

O-RINGS———

&

SPINDLE _"‘t

FLAMGE

EUNEEREW THE FLANGE to expose
the spindle, then remove the spindle
body from the wall or basin.

TIP Brace the flange with your hand or
use a pipe wrench wrapped in cloth to
avoid damaging the connection.

-— SFINDLE

H——— JUMPER VALVE

B <——SPINDLE
[ ——0-RINGS

— IUMPERVALVE

El REPLACE THE JUMPER VALVE, fibre
washer and 0-rings. Add a little tap
lubricant to the O-rings, then reinstall
the partsin reverse order. Turn the
water back on and if lLeaks persist, the
valve seat may need to be resurfaced.

QUICK REFRESH, REPAIR & MAINTENANCE
MAKE A GIFT FOR DAD

QUICK REFRESH, REPAIR & MAINTENANCE
MAKE A GIFT FOR DAD

KITCHEN, BATHROOM & LAUNDRY
GARDEN CREATURES

KITCHEN, BATHROOM & LAUNDRY
WOODWORK

PAINTING & PLASTERING
SPRING D.L.Y. PROJECTS (QLD/NT]
SPRING

PAINTING & PLASTERING
SPRING D.LY. PROJECTS (QLD/NT)
SPRING

OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING
GROW YOUR OWN (QLD/NT)
FOOTY FEVER

OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING
GROW YOUR OWN (QLD/NT)
FOOTY FEVER

GROW YOUR OWN
OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING (QLD/NT)
GROW YOUR OWN

GROW YOUR OWN
OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING (QLD/NT)
GROW YOUR OWN
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Aclean slate a h
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From

hovel

to haven

A complete remodel breathes new
Life Into this crumbling bathroom

WORDS AND PICTURES CHERIE BARBER

This room looks like a bomb's
hit it! It was probably quite
the glamourpuss in its day, but
Handyman reader Howard Andrew’s
bathroom is a crumbing wreck now.
Built prior to the 1960s, it's safe to
assume the plumbing is ancient and
there's probably asbestos lining
both the walls and floor.
S0 we'll be stripping it back to
turn it into a contemporary diva.

The reno floorplan

With high ceilings and nearly 13sqm,
it's a good size to work with. Part of
one wall steps out, so we'll square

!|_ off the room to get a neat rectangle.

The betore image doesn't show
a toilet just inside the door, right

Get a free makeover ¥

Cherie Barber is the owner of

Renovating For Profit, a company
dedicated to teaching people
how to add value to their
property through renovation.
She is also a public speaker
and TV renovator on Network
Ten's The Living Room.

in front of the vanity. It's the first

thing you see from the entry, which
is a big no-no. The old water heater
and radiator will need to go as well.

On the plus side, all the plumbing
is located along one wall, so we'll stick
with that layout to save money but
move the toilet to the far corner, so it's
neatly tucked away behind the bath.

Then we'll let tiles, fixtures and
fittings work their magic.

I'd estimate a makeover like this
would cost from $8000 to $12,000,
depending on the plumbing and how
much you shop around for fixtures.

As a rule of thumb, 1 would
recommend not spending more than
1.5-2% of the total property value
on a bathroom renovation. &

Cherie is offering a free virtual
makeover to Handyman readers in
need of renovation inspiration.

Send us a photo and a description
of an area in your home that needs
work for the chance to get a makeover.

To uplead your photos, go to
handyman.net.au/virtual-makeover.

Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014
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GUT THE BATHROOM
This room needs to be stripped
back to a bare shell. A licensed
asbestos removalist is required
to dismantle and dispose of any
asbestos wall or floor linings.

We’'ll use compressed fibre
cement sheets over the timber
floor joists as an underlay for the
tiles, then waterproof the room.

BGC 2400 x 1200 x 15mm Compressed
Fibre Cement Sheet, $159. bgc.com.au

ADD AVANITY
We have a generous 4.8m long wall
to work with, which leaves room
for a 1500mm his-and-hers vanity
with a mirrored cabinet above,

For any contemporary bathreom
with the space, twin sinks are
a must-have and are time savers
at peak hour. Dual cabinets below
provide ample storage.

Marbletrend 410mm Boston Yessel
Basin, $93. marbletrend.com.au

CHANGE THE LAYOUT
Assuming all the old plumbing needs
replacing, we'll take the opportunity
to shuffle things around, but still
confine all the pipework to one wall.
We'll remove the water heater
and install a decorative feature
wall in its place, which will separate
the vanity from the bath and hold
all the new plumbing for a shower.

Wall Art Copper Glaze Wet Area Wall
Panel, $195. gunnersens.com.au

REPLACE THE BATH
Tubs are fairly affordable these
days, especially acrylic ones, so
we'll install a recessed bath with
a shower base to save space and
make the room more versatile.

We'll hire a carpenter to
construct the timber surround for
the tub and add a frameless glass
screen to suit the modern space.

| == |

Stylus 1700mm Darling Harbour
Shower Bath, $712. stylus.com.au

MOVE THE LOO
We'll move the toilet from the
doorway to the far end, so it's no
longer the first thing you see, and
install a new wall-faced toilet to
give a seamless, streamlined look.

Accessing floor plumbing is
easier through a fibre cement floor
base than a concrete floor, which
makes the move less costly.

Caroma Sahara Wall Faced
Toilet Suite, $451. caroma.com.au.

LAY THE TILES
Modern tiles will tie everything
together. We'll choose large format
4600 x 300mm tiles in a neutral
tone for the walls and a non-slip
chocolate colour for the floor.

We'll run the wall tiles floor to
ceiling, making sure all the tiles
are end-matched so the whole
bathroom has a contemporary feel.

e |

Johnson 400 x 300mm Oxley Latte Tile,
%56 for eight. johnsontiles.com.au

ol

SEFTEMEBER 2014 Australian Handyman

g SAVE TME WITH
| MARBLETREND

Marbletrend is proud to announce that all new Marbletrend

shower systems come pre-treated with Enduroshield.
What does this mean to you?

Enduroshield will help you cut down on cleaning time by up
to 90%. The protective coating is easy to clean, creating an

ultralong lasting invisible shield on all glass surfaces.

Enduroshield protects against staining, build-up and efching
caused by soap scum, body ails, lime scale, dirtt and grime.

Treated Glass

mar‘b|etrend

Untreated Glass

Marbletrend showers available at all leading bathroom specialists.

K3 YoM [ B £ marbletrend.com.au
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Add $1000s of
value to your home

Maximise the return on your biggest
iInvestment with these smart strategies

O

e %

WORDS JOSH MASTERS

_—

— -

. nsiikiiin ]
e P ————

oo [ ¥
Eh LUy sl T P !.4'..
2 -

o TS

nyone who's done a renovation
knows well that a one-month
project can quickly turn into
a vear-long aftair, with budget blowoults
alﬂu:‘- strained relationships. ‘

With many years of experience
as a buyer's agent, Josh Masters has
seen countless couples put time atl'ld
money into upgrades that don't give
them the return on their investment
they were banking on.

‘50, if you're looking for quick and
inexpensive ways to improve or add to
the value to your home, here are seven
tips to give you hang for your buck.

i
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Get decked out

Already got the sliding
glass doors at the rear of
the house? Create another
entertaining space by adding a deck.
While also connecting the rear
living areas to the great uutdunra;ﬂe
installing a deck is avery afforda aL
option, and the majority of the manu
\abour can be done by a handyman.
Whether you use it for 5ummerk
barbecues or family dinners, @ decb
is a great project that can usually be
completed over @ weekend or two.

1

Hit the floor

For dollar for dollar return, you
can’'t beat a fresh coat of paint
and simple recarpeting or retiling.

Whether you rent or own a prnpertz.r,.
paint and flooring account for the majority
of a home's surface area. So when you walk
into a room, the impact is instant.

Never underestimate the difference
a coat of paint and new flooring make. With
the right colour and texture choices, you can
turn a dark space into a bright, airy room or
make a dated living area modern and fresh.

Go glass
Whether they
are bifolds, French
doors or sliders, glass
doors will open up the rear of the
home, creating a connection between
the interior and the backyard.
This adds light and space to the
living areas and has the double benefit
of being both aesthetic and functional.
The buyer appeal for this extra is
huge, especially for families, as parents ‘\
can keep an eye on the kids outside. ‘j
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Think top level

Space is at a premium,
especially in houses near the
city or lifestyle amenities.
So if your roof space is used for storage,
it's time to claim your golden goose.

As long as your roof has a steep
enough pitch and an access point that
doesn’t compromise the downstairs
layout, you can convert it into a bedroom.

Simply install stairs, pop in an extra
window or two, line the space and paint,

then you're good to go.

L L
Spice it up
The kitchen is often
considered the deal-breaker
for buyers in the market.
It can either push them into making
an offer or send them packing.

But this room is the most expensive
to update. One of the best ways to keep
costs down is to bypass a demolition
and work with the existing carcass.

If the layout is practical, all it takes
to modernise an old kitchen is retiling
the splashback, revamping the cabinet
doors, installing a new benchtop and
putting in a new oven and sink.

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

This is often the 1ast thing
: homeowners think of when
(funsmering improvements, but it's the
first thing a Prospective buyer sees.
Firstimpressions are everything
and you can't underestimate street J
3ppeal. Installing a new garage door, or
repainting or replacing your front du::rr
can make a world of difference.
Acurrent trend is to make your door
a feature by painting it g[ussyﬁre—engfne
red, or black. It's a quick, hudget-frfend!y
Way to tap into positive feng shui,

i

S ALAMY, THINKSTOCK

H|ETURE

Double the bathrooms

These days, most buyers expect any house
or unit with more than three bedrooms to
have at least two bathrooms.
One of the easiest ways to add another bathroom
is to convert the laundry, as it is already fitted out as
a wet area and less work is required on waterproofing.
All the best home layouts position the laundry
and bathroom next to each other, so plumbing can he
easily transferred between the rooms cost-effectively.
While any renovation dealing with wet areas costs
that bit extra, the return on investment is significant.
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While full-blown renovations are
a costly and time-consuming
way to add value to your home,
small improvements can
greatly enhance the appeal and
functionality of your property.
With 15 years of experience
in the industry and hundreds of
property purchases under his belt,
Josh Masters is one of Australia’s \
most respected buyer’s agents, |
He's also author of a new book, N |
Why Property Why Now [Palmer
Higgs, $25], which is available
online at joshmaters.com.au.

It aims to show you how to make
property investment work for you. B

For a really
healthy coat

Anti Mould #-Anti Bacterial

Dulux Wash & Wear® +Plus will resist almost
anything a busy family can throw at it. Resistance
against stains, marks and now bacteria and
mould, mean homes will stay looking clean and
fresh for longer than ever before.

Dulux Wash & Wear® +Plus resists the growth
of mould on walls, which may trigger asthma and
allergy symptoms.

Visit dulux.com.au for more product information.
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New Vanity splashback panels also available:
1200 x 300 x 4mm | 900 x 300 x 4mm

diSIELLL

FB T

Thinking of using tiles or glass for
your shower or bathroom walls?
.think again!

Vistelle” decorative acrylic panels are the easy
DIY alternativ

Ultra high gloss and lightweight

sing standard

|deal for feature walls or any indoor ' — | : .E’[ \

Wials P - S=Ta=
vertical surface

bunnin-g's.comi.ﬁu
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A tiny vacant innef—city block becomes

iy

an ultra-green, award-winning home

SITA SIMONS IRES BELINDA MASON AND NICK WILSON

ontrary to most families,

Sydney-born designer and

builder Chris Knierim and wife
Belinda were looking to downsize.

‘The decision was really a product
of my passion for living in the most
effective, sustainable way possible, and
yvou don't need excessive space if your
home is properly planned,’ says Chris.

‘I knew that [ needed to build
something myself and put into
practice all of the experience [ had.’

Relocating from Sydney’s north
shore, Chris scoured the inner-city
suburbs. What he found wasn’t quite
what he expected. A 4.9m wide sliver of
space in a row of turn-of-the-century
terraced cottages caught his eye.

One of the last vacant plots in all
the city fringe suburbs, Chris's initial
plan was to re-create a house of the
period. The council had other ideas
though and specified a contemporary
design submission for the block.

Surprised but willing, he submitted
his meticulously researched plans for
the ultimate eco house and waited.

Tdon't think they knew what to
make of it!" he says.

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

Green dreams

While sustainable building and eco
homes are catching on in Australia,
Chris says that we are lagging far
behind European countries.

Having left Australia in 2001 to
explore building practices around
the world, Chris lived and worked in
Frankfurt and was blown away by the
German approach to sustainability.

‘It’s normal practice there, and
while vou might think eco building
is new, it's not. Because the Germans
have been doing it for a long time,
they have perfected and standardised
all the elements,” says Chris.

‘A lot of it is common sense, but
it takes learning and a shift in
perspective to make it work.’

When the local council
approved the plans, he knew he
was onto something special.

‘This was a long-held vision
I had, and 1 wanted to execute
it to the best of my ability.

‘Once [ had the council on
side, and excited about the
fairly radical ideas, T couldn’t
wait to get started.” >
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The grand plan
‘Planning, planning, planning. It's all
about the plans. I have an advantage
in this, being a designer and builder,
as [ consider the practical how-to
elements in the design,’ says Chris.
With such a small space in which
to work, and located on a narrow
street, Chris worked out every factor,
such as exactly how trucks could fit
down the street and how to manage
without a crane because of power lines.
He calculated the number of bricks
needed, ute load by ute load, from
building site tips, and the time it would
take to transport, clean and lay them.
Chris implemented many clever
and innovative processes, where
nothing was left to chance.
"The first thing we did was dig
a hole at the back left of the site and

UPENBnd BITyAheLIVingSpaces:
[OWANtoohe aNotherSeamlessly

slope the ground so the runoff went
into the hole, About 90% of the water
used on site came from this hole,
thanks to some good rain,’ says Chris.

"This house also had to act as
a stabiliser for the two single-skin
brick cottages either side, and support
its own concrete roof.

"We poured concrete into deep
footings and built a steel frame as an
anchor, then double-lined it with
bricks to support the roof,” he says.

Great attention to detail
Just as the details and bones of the
building were precisely planned, none
of the interior design was accidental
or generic either. Even the front door
is relevant and connected to the whole.
‘My wife, Belinda, is a photographer
and she went up in a helicopter to take

silver and charcoa :

an aerial picture of the house and the
neighbourhood in context. We then
had the image laser-etched on the door.

‘Even the front door handle is
a hand-forged arrow that points to
the north,’ says Chris.

Inside, the ceiling sets the theme.
A latex-type material, dyed black to be
highly reflective, was heated in a steel
frame, then installed and left to cool.

There was no waste and no seams,
as the LED light strips cover the joints.

The living spaces are unhindered
by walls and doors, with light and
dark used to highlight certain features
or make others appear to recede.

‘I wanted the kitchen to be
unobtrusive in the space, so we went
black and kept everything minimal.

‘A floating staircase made of
tabricated triangular tubes that require
no nosing is camouflaged into the
space. On the other side, we have white
walls with a band of recessed mirrors.

Upstairs, the three bedrooms
continue the theme of sophisticated
comfort, using charcoal and silver
to complement the natural materials.

‘Building green is an investment
yes. There’s a lot to plan, but there are
benefits, personally and globally, and
huge savings to be made down the line.

‘I do think I have created my
version of perfect, and this home does
make a difference,’” says Chris. >

4 {flra_matic mosaic tiling EYOKES a sense of
infinity-making the bathroGhil gém larger.
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Rooftop oasis

The cornerstone of Chris's philosophy
is to utilise sustainable materials
wherever possible.

‘Everything I used was recycled or
sourced as locally as possible to reduce
the carbon footprint,” says Chris.
‘The concrete contains a high
percentage of recycled aggregate

and the plasterboard is also recycled.
‘In terms of waste, we produced
only one tonne from the whaole
project, most of which could,

in turn, be recycled,” he says.
Externally, a 7m high vertical
garden is not only visually striking,
but also serves to prevent radiant
heat bouncing off the masonry wall
and back into the house.

A flowering rooftop garden helps
insulate the house while providing
an environment for bees, insects and
birds at the same time.

The house is kept cool by

a sophisticated cross-ventilation
system, which utilises double-glazed
windows and internal blinds to control
the flow of heat around the house.
Energy from rooftop solar tubes

is used to heat the underground

: : i T e concrete slab that doubles as a storage
ST oy 10 - :
R e U oL T U SR STEITNY cell, providing thermal mass heating.
L tﬁe'hm?ig?ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁs E;.h{l'ﬂ‘;gjﬂ; W‘!‘ﬂ[_f\f—?- : Also underground there is
R a 3500L tank, which supplies
water to the green rooftop and
vertical gardens, as well as

a water feature at the rear of

by A

the house that uses evaporative
cooling to duct chilled air into
the internal spaces.

Strategically placed skylights
and the use of opaque glass
inserts in all the doors were
added to keep the house light
and bright throughout.

‘T put in ducted air
conditioning because no-one’s
going to buy a new house in

; , an inner-city suburb without
E it, but we've never used it.

In the rear courtyard, ajg1ass table with T It's never too hot and never

a water'-‘gnt makes a striking centrepiece. too cold,” says Chris.
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A finishing touch to this house’s
eco-friendly performance was the
integration of a state-of-the-art
surface treatment that is based on
nanotechnology for the vast array of

glass surfaces throughout the home.

Enduro Shield is a non-toxic,
easy-clean treatment that is
perfect for all glass surfaces.

It greatly reduces cleaning time
by protecting glass surfaces against
staining and etching caused by soap
scum, hard water and lime scaling.

It can be used on both new and
existing glass and is also a standard

""I'\.‘j' # L,

- An aeria;l photo of the house and
surroundsis etched on the front door.

feature of all Marbletrend shower
screens [marbletrend.com.aul.
Enduro Shield comes with
a three-year
warranty, and
can either be
applied with a DIY
glass-coating kit
or professionally
installed by
a certified
applicator.

Enduro Shield 125ml Glass Kit,
%47. enduroshield.com
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etting up
a fish tank

Provide a comfortable environment for
these captivating low-maintenance pets

WORDS CARMEL ROMA

hey're easy to keep and an
attractive tank full of colourful

fish doubles as an eye-catching

design feature in a room.
According to Anthony Ramsey,

manager of Auburn Aquarium and Pet

Centre (auburnaquarium.com.au),
looking after fish is relatively
straightforward, even for beginners.

It's important to know the
requirements of your fish. Also don't
add too many at once and don't
overfeed them,’ says Anthony.

To make things even easier,
all-in-one tank systems are now

available that combine filtration,
temperature
and lighting
requirements.
TIP Change

a quarter of

the tank's water
once a fortnight
to keep it fresh.

Tuscan Path Aqua Translucent Aztec
Pebbles, $8 for 1kg. tuscanpath.com.au
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Getting started -

Create a safe and comfortable
environment for fish to Live in and
they'll stay happy and healthy,
POSITION THE TANK on an aguarium
stand with polystyrene under it to
absorb unevenness and vibrations.
Find a spot away from direct sunlight
to prevent excessive algae growth.
THE QUANTITY OF FISH should be
based on the size of each specimen as
well as the size of the tank. The total
length of all the fish shouldn't exceed
the tank's length. For a 1000mm
aquarium, eight 125mm fish are ideal.”
Anthony advises filling the tank
with different types of fish at various
layers, with a combination of bottom
dwellers and surface fish. Use plants
and rocks to create a natural setting.
TANK LIGHTING is not essential, but

awell-lit aquarium can make brightly
coloured fish look their best. Special

lights are required if plants or f:-:-ra'r.s
are growing in the tank.

.............................................................................

S
THE WATER TEMPERATURE
depends on the type of fish. Cold
water species, such as goldfish,
flourish in 12-20°C water.

Tropical freshwater species
thrive in water from 23-28°C, while
tropical marine fish prefer water
from 24-29°C. The temperature
should not exceed 30°C.

WATER ADDITIVES may be required,
and can include water agers, chlorine
neutralisers and other conditioners
to make tap water safe for your fish.
Controlling the pH level is also
important for the health of fish.
AQUARIUM FILTERS remove solid
visible matter such as leftover

food and waste, absorb toxins and
encourage good bacteria.

The type of filter depends on
the tank size, with basic sponge
filters suitable for small tanks and
external filters offering useful
flexibility for larger tanks. >

TERER N’ EwEa

TETR N’
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Types of filters

Filters can be mechanical, chemical,
biological or a combination of all
three. Without a filter, the water in
your fish tank will quickly become
toxic and can kill the fish.

SPONGE filters use an external air
pump connected to a sponge inside the
tank with tubing. They cost from $10,
and are ideal for tanks with tiny fish,
as they won't be sucked into the filter.
UNDER-GRAVEL filters, from $12,
consist of slotted plates covering the
tank floor, each with inbuilt uplift
tubes connected via air tubing to an
external pump. Gravel should be
vacuumed weekly to clean out waste.
INTERNAL POWER filters, from 520,
are quiet, fully submersible devices
comprising a sponge filter and pump

: ™
- GOLDFISH

Often kept in backyard ponds, these
common fish are easy to care for.
They will need a large tank, as they
produce a lot of waste.

TET

- MNEON TETRAS

These small tropical fish with bright
« stripes are very hardy and can live
up to 10 years. They are active in
groups but lone fish will be shy.

B

amEE
-

.......................................................................................................................
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that fits inside the tank.
They are often used with
an external filter in
larger tanks.
HANG-O0N filters, from
$20, sit outside the
tank and are usually
carbon-filled for
chemical filtration.
They're ideal tor
tanks under 200L.
EXTERMNAL
CANISTER filters,
from $150, provide
mechanical, chemical
and biological filtration.
These filters require
frequent maintenance
and are recommended
for large aquariums. *

Adding fish to an aquarium

Fish should be gradually introduced to a tank over at least a month, with the largest or most aggressive added last. Float
the bag in the water for 15 minutes to equalise the temperature. Slowly let in tank water, then transfer the fish with a net.

BETTAS -
Commonly called Siamese fighting fish,
bettas are colourful and easy to look
after. They prefer smaller tanks, and
males shouldn’t be kept together.

GUPPIES
Male guppies are brightly coloured

while females are duller. These tropical
fish breed quickly, so keep only male
ones together to avoid overcrowding.

ZEBRA DANIOS

Also known as zebrafish, these
small tropical schooling fish are
best kept in groups of five or more.
They may nip at long-finned species.

These fish vary in colour, shape and
temperament, with angelfish being
the most common. Some aggressive
species aren't ideal for beginners.
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The
Auckland
City Hotel
Is pleased

to offer
15% off all
room
types.
To enjoy
this offer,
please go
to
WWW.
achhobson.
€0.nz
and enter
the
following
Promo Code
“Jafa” on
[
hooking
review page.
Validity
until 31st
December
2014.
Subject to
availability
upon
hooking.

i i W
AUCKLAND
GITY HOTEL

925 0777 or

contact || nfo@achhobson.co.nz

|www.achh0bson.co.nz

please call:

For more information
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One of the downsides to owning fish
is the regular tank cleaning required
to keep your pets healthy and happy.

The AquaSprouts system, which
is the brainchild of 20-year-old
Texan student Jack Ikard, combines
an aquarium with an edible garden.

This unique system works by
pumping tank water into a clay pebble
grow bed, where bacteria convert the
fish waste into fertiliser.

The plants and the grow bed
oxygenate and filter the water, which
is then returned to the tank, meaning
much less frequent
cleaning is required. ;

S

i ,t\‘ -
_fj‘:" """"3}".

.

The plants and grow bed act
as the filter for the fish tank in
this innovative agquaponic system.

78 SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

Home aquaponics

It fits over a 500 x 300 x 250mm
rectangular tank and is ideal for
maost types of herbs and leafy vegies.

Money is being raised for the
project through the crowdfunding
website Kickstarter.

You can pre-order
the system online
{aquasprouts.comy)
later this yvear for
about $150.
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< and Asian nations.

Aq uascaping as art
Designed to look like incredible
landscapes, these impressive
underwater ecosystems are
known as aquascapes.
Aquatic gardening or
aguascaping is the art of
arranging and maintaining
aguatic plants, rocks and
driftwood to create an
aesthetically pleasing scene.
It's a competitive hobby that -
requires expertise in biology, design
and photography, and plenty of patience as each
aquascape can take months or years to create.
Designs range from garden or forest-like scenes to
simulations of natural habitats such as mangroves,
The International Aguatic Plants Layout Contest
is the largest aguatic gardening competition in the
world and is ,
dominated by 4 Get more online

Eastern European

Visit handyman.net.au/mag for
How To Plan A Garden Pond.
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wm LOCTITE" SUPER GLUE

Loctite® Power Flex Gel Control

« Flexible bond.
« Weather and shock resistant.

o ==l 1" =1 Use on: Rubber, Leather, Wood, Metal,
: Y - ' Porcelain, Paper, Plastic*

E@@TI Tl:'

: s g * Except polysthylena (PE), polypropylene (PF).
. = Mot suitable for bonding glass, Styropor® or synthetic fibres.

LOCTITE

CLUER:
»,-"

Loctite® Glass Glue

» Instant crystal clear.
» Water and dishwasher resistant.

Use on: Glass, Crystal, Opaque Glass,
Glass Works, Tinted Glass, Blown Glass. =~

E@@TI TE
Loctite® Power Easy Gel

« Longer drying time for repositioning.
: GEL .k « Non-drip gel formula.

Use on: Leather, Rubber, Wood, Metal,
Porcelain, Paper, Plastic™

- * Loctite Power Easy offers an inftial curing time of at least

: < M en | double the standard Loctite Superglue.

** Except polyethylene (PE), polypropylens (PP).
Mot suitable for bonding glass, Styropor® or synthetic fibres.

EEEEEEE

Available at

ZUNNING'S

Advanced
technology for you

—l
LOCTITE

For more information contact 1300 885 556 www.henkel.com.au
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» . Built-in
aquariums

Create an original feature and add living art to G Kitchen oo 21ers a viewinto e
d ; : 2000000C0CC0000000000K ) 1 oan advertising agene :
a contemporary home with a wall-mounted fish tank-———— : 9 agency

g — m— e el = L
L4

In the conference room of this office, an aquarium is positioned
among the cabinets to add colour to a sterile space.

ne of the easiest ways to
transform a room and create
a calming atmosphere is with
an aquarium. And a built-in tank can
take advantage of an unused wall, act
as artwork and even serve as furniture.
Mounting an aquarium in an
internal wall can open up the space,
as it creates a view through to another
room. It is also a great way to conceal
all the filter equipment.
For a load-bearing wall, a tank
must fit between the studs to avoid
expensive structural modifications.
Longer tanks can be installed in walls
that are not load-bearing. 2 : : y
Atropical aquarium dominates an entire

TIP Aquariums can be fitted into wall Ttartle I AT 4 T L E AT Tl As well as providing a contrast to the timber in this dining An aquarium-cum-coffee table houses goldfish while two vertical
cabinets for a similar effect. G room, a fish tank adds visual interest during mealtimes. tanks in the corner complete the unigue look in this space.

ALAMY, AUSTRAL, GETTY IMAGES, THINKSTOCK
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On the move

Plan ahead to avoid common pittalls so your next
residential relocation goes without a hitch

ussies are officially a nation of
Amﬂvcrs. The Australian Bureau
of Statistics says we move on
average at least four times in our lives,
and with so many renters in our cities,
this figure could easily be doubled.
The most common type of move
is a local relocation, within the same
or a neighbouring suburb, and data
also shows the majority of us will stay
within the same state for our lifetime.
But no matter how far or even
how big the move is, the pressures
and pitfalls can be just the same.

DIY or go pro?
While paying professional removalists
to do the job is a stress-free option, it
is somewhat expensive, with average
costs ranging from $2000-3$5000 and
many variables affecting the final price.
With the pros, you have properly
packed boxes, a guaranteed timeline,
the right equipment to move large and
heavy items, as well as a contract.
The Australian Furniture Removers
Association (AFRA) has members
who are accredited, proficiency tested,
police checked and under contract to

SEPTEMEBER 2014 Australian Handyman

WORDS SITA SIMONS

abide by the standards. There's also
a tribunal service to deal with issues.
A recent AFRA survey revealed
that nearly 40% of respondents chose
a removalist because of the price.
‘Everyone wants a fair price, but
there are risks with opting solely for
the cheapest provider, and unless they
are a member, there’s little you can do
if something goes wrong,” says AFRA
Executive Director, Joseph Lopino.

Doing the whole job alone or
with a few family members or friends
also comes with problems.

‘In our experience, people aren't
good at estimating how much stuff
they have. Time and effort is also hard
to judge, so consider carefully what
vou are physically capable of,” he says.

You may have to hire a vehicle that
will end up doing multiple trips, plus
equipment and packing materials. >
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Avoiding the cowboys

There are lots of good removalists
who advertise locally but may not
be accredited by AFRA. Use word of
mouth to check them out, asking for
testimonials from previous clients.
Understand the costing structure
and the difference between a fixed
price and a by-the-hour deal, getting
a gquote in writing upfront.
Be wary of a deal that seems
too good to be true and ask where
they are travelling from, as charges
typically start and finish when they
leave and return to their base.
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Insuring the move

Under Australian law, removal
companies don’t have to carry
insurance. In most cases,
because the goods haven't been
packed by the removalist, they
take no responsibility for the
contents in the event of damages.

FEEEdFIEAREREREERE RS

When the removalist is also
packing the goods, insurance may
be included in the quote, but as
it's not always the case, do check.

If the removal company is not
covering insurance, your current
home and contents policy may
cover your belongings in transit
or storage. If not, consider taking
out transit insurance.

=ATION] THINKSTODCK
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Be prepared and pack efficiently t
so moving house doesn’t blowthe __ I i #
budget and turn into a stress-fest.

Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014




Make a plan
‘The biggest mistake people make is

failing to plan. It can all be left a bit
too late and this affects stress levels
and, inevitably, the cost,” says Joseph.

Decide how the move will be done,
then research vour options. The AFRA
website (afra.com.au) has free tips and
checklists you can download.

Hiring a packing and unpacking
service can be money well spent, and
prices start from $30 an hour.

ELECTRONIC GEAR
Laptops, TVs and other electronics
need protection from humidity and
damp. Remove the batteries, coil
and tape the cord to the appliance,
then seal it tightly in bubble wrap.
Put the appliance in a cardboard
box big enough for it to sit upright, fill
with packing peanuts and seal tightly.
Label the box with a this-way-up
arrow and store off the floor.

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

If vou do it vourself, start packing
at least one month before the mowe
and shop around for the right boxes.

Sturdy well-packed boxes make
filling the truck much easier, saving
time and money. Most homes will
need small, medium and large boxes.

Pack and tape each box so they
won't crush when stacked, or fill the
top with foam or bubble wrap. Put
heavy items in the smaller boxes and
lighter objects in the larger boxes.

CLOTHES AND LINEN

For long-term storage, clothes and linen
need to be spotlessly clean. Fold or roll,
then pack in plastic storage containers
with tight-fitting lids. Don't overfill, as
fabrics need room to breathe.

Add sachets to the boxes to protect
against mould, silverfish, dust mites
and moths. Look for a recipe online to
make them using lavender, bicarb soda
and spices like cinnamon and cloves.

L R Y Y

: Moving and storing

An option for movers who Llike
to take their time is to have

a secure storage container
delivered to the house.

You pack it yourself at your
own pace, then it's collected and
delivered to the new address.

It's quite a cost-effective
system, with a container for
a two-bedroom house costing
from about $250 a month.

The only requirement is a flat
area on ground level that's large

ElEAESIAAEEERREEREFRAERSEREEEEEES
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enough to accommodate the
container at both addresses.
There are a few companies
offering this service, including
pods.com and uloadit.com.au.
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BOOKS AND PAPERS
Paper is susceptible to mould and
mites, so use small boxes made of

thick cardboard or plastic.

Lie books flat and cover any
fragile ones with paper towel and
bubble wrap. Use boxes with a tight
seal and keep them off the floor.

Don't store paper in plastic bags
or old food boxes, as this can attract
insects and encourage mould.
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Packing checklist

¥ ORGANISE A SKIP or a council pick-up
for junk, and donate or sell everythmg else
you don’t want in the new house.
« HAVE THE RIGHT HATERIALS to hand
including marker Pens, scissors, tape and
bubble wrap. Use greaseproof or baking
paper instead of newspaper to wrap items
so they won't need washing at the other end.
v START WITH STORAGE AREAS such as
the garage, shed, closets and bookshelves,
as these don’t contain everyday essentials.
» LABEL EACH BOX with the contents
and the room it is destined for.
v TAPE TOGETHER ESSENTIALS such as
the remote to the TV, the modem with the
computer, cables and chargers tngether
and legs and screws with the sofa.
v FILLEMPTY ITEMS like suitcases and
leave drawers full if the contents are
lightweight, taping them closed instead.
v USE THE CAR to take valuables and
clothes on hangers laid flat in the back.
v PACK A BOX with essentials like the
kettle, food, drinks, towels,
toiletries, toilet papér, .
soap, light bulbs,

chargersandany. il
medications.
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So Tough Too Easy.

SLAB

READY TO INSTALL PREFABRICATED FIE.FE _EMENT 5SLAB

SUITABLE FOR:
* GARDEN SHEDS  WATER TANKS
¢ POOL PUMPS » HOT WATER SYSTEMS
¢ AIR-CONDITIONING UNITS

SMART SLAB

e [tem number: 3316457

e 152cmlL x 78cmW x 1.9cmH

e Prefabricated fibre cement slab

* Ready to install

* Tested to CSR Quality Assurance standards

Available at

ZUNN INGS




RAM BOARD

TEMPORARY FLOOR PROTECTION
www. RAMBOARD.com
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[271 Feature In Every Roll

Wall Guard’

Patent Pending

Floor & optional wall protection in one
Factory embedded fold lines

Wall & baseboard protection
Eliminates taping to floor

Seals perimeter from spills & debris
Multiple fold lines for multiple heights

Same product, same cost, added feature

DUE TO CONTRACTOR DEMAND, Ram Board has engineered
another exclusive feature to the #1 choice in floor
protection among contractors. Wall Guard's™ factory
creases allow for easy folding along the entire length of
every roll. This creates an unmatched protective barrier
for walls, baseboards, and perimeters. Fﬂ%

If it doesn't say Ram Board, it doesn’t have Wall Guard™
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Shifting furniture

Move heavy items like a pro so you don't
damage them, yourself or your home

hether you're just
rearranging your living
room or moving house,

shifting furniture can be a big task.

If it’s not done correctly, you can
waste a lot of time and energy.

Here are a few simple techniques
you can use when lugging heavy or
awkward items so you don’t wreck your
back, your house or the furniture.

Hold high and low

Dressers, tallboys, filing cabinets and

bookcases are all awkward pieces to

handle, so make it a two-person job.
Tip the item sideways at an angle,

then one of you hold the top and the

. > o .
Curve chairs : Use a ramp and a rope b g Jx :
Alarge armchair can be the : If you have to move heavy speed of ; g .

opposite of easy to move. Take items solo, use 19mm

a tip from pro movers and angle plywood as a makeshift
ramp to slide the furniture over
adoorstep or a few stairs.

Tie braided rope, such as static
climbing rope, around an immovable
object like the newel post at the top

of the stairs to help you control the

it to get around corners.

Turn the chair onto its side

and start moving it back-first
through the doorway, then curve
it around the door frame and

pasEsREREE S

slip it all the way through.
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™ -

your treasures safely lashed on. >

other grip the bottom. This centres
the weight and prevents the furniture
from swinging out of control.

It also makes carrying it up or
down stairs easier, as the angle will
roughly match the slope of the steps.

L -

descent, and
wear gloves to avoid rope burn. :
If you have to move heavy items
up or down a full staircase, it's best
to hire a dedicated stair-climbing
trolley, fram $11 for four hours.
Many have an in-built strap to keep

NSNS NSRRGSR A SRS ER SR EES RS SEsssaREnsnman”
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Stand sofas on end
If you have te Manoeuvre a coych
down 3 hallway and through
a d?nrway, it's generally not
Possible tg carry jt hurizuntall}r
and make the turp into the room
Before entering the hall, turn tl.w
Protect fragile furniture for other tasks. Try a Pack & Wrap ;::: h‘i’::':tlst::: :lnd Qs
: most 5
able to angle jt back-first a:‘:l:i:i: I::e
door frame angd through the door.
If the couch s 5 bit taller than t‘he
dm_:rr opening, start with the tap
leaning away from the dogr to gain
Up to 100mm of clearance,

For safeguarding the items you're Heavy Duty Large Movers Blanket,
transporting, as well as your house, about $9, from Officeworks.
moving blankets are invaluable. To aveid damaging the finish

You can rent them for about $20 and the edges of furniture, wrap
for five from removal and transport pieces in moving blankets, then
companies. Or you can buy them, secure with shrink wrap, available
which means you can use them again from hardware stores.

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Get on the roll

The problem with using a trolley is
that you have to tilt a large, heavy
object far enough to put its centre
of gravity over the wheels. This
can make it difficult to get around
corners and through doorways.

A dolly is a small platform with
castors mounted under it. On flat
surfaces, dollies enable you to
move furniture and appliances
around in any direction with ease.

Some low-profile systems are
barely more than 30mm high, and

Move It FuFnitlre come with a lever to help you jack
Dolly, $35, up the object to be moved, then slip
from Bunnings. a mini dolly under each corner.
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HARDENED
SCREWS

steel screws and nails.

Hardened screws

Over 30x longer lifetime!*

=

Ultimate performance Ultimate performance cutting stainless  Ultimate performance cutting fibre
cutting hardened stainless steel sheets, pipes, plates and profiles. cement and fibre glass.

'Steel Demon - Devilish Demolition

Tungsten Carbide Teeth
= m—— World first metal demolition
multi tool blade

30x Longer life

® ¢ y 30X then Bi-Metal blades

A 4 cutting metal*

OIS Fitting System
The world’'s most popular
multi tool fitting system.

STAINLESS

e a FIBRE CEMENT

& FIBRE GLASS

www.diablotools.com

Standard BEIM or HSS Tungsten Carbide Full range of multi tool blades available
saw blade plunge_cutting saw blade at your local Bunnlﬂgs Warehouse,




slide it along
Furniture slides are available
in lots of different shapes and
sizes at hardware stores.

It's also easy to make your own
from plastic container covers,
frisbees, moving blankets, towels
and carpet remnants. Use soft,
padded sliders on hard flooring

and hard plastic ones on carpet.
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Trying to wrestle a heavy, floppy
mattress anywhere is hard going.
While many have handles, they're
not meant to be used for carrying.
They're there to help you position the
mattress, so they're not very strong.
An easy way tocarryitis to make
a rope sling by threading a length of
rope through each mattress handle.
Mext, slip a 130mm leng by 25mm
diameter piece of PVC piping over
each rope end, then loop and knot
the ends to create comfortable grips.
Finally, flip over the mattress
so the sling is at the bottom.

Create a simple rope sling to give you
and your helper a lot more control.

Plan where it lands

When you're moving to a new house,

decide beforehand what furniture

will go where. Sketch a floorplan

with the actual measurements of all

the rooms, measure each item of

furniture, then design your layout.
This way, as they're moved in, each

itern can be positioned in its designated

spot and won't need handling again.
To make it easy on the movers,

tape a copy of the plan to the wall of

each room so they can tell at a glance

where everything goes.
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Secure .af
with straps

Maoving and lifting straps put less
strain on your back as they rely on
leverage against your skeleton, which
enables you to use large muscle
groups to do the heaviest lifting.
They also make it easier to move
items with sheer sides that don't have
convenient handholds. Another bonus
is they enable you to get tall items
through doors without bending down
or crouching, or tipping them over.
Use straps that can be adjusted
to carry items of various sizes, and
take extra care on stairs or a steep
slope, as most of the weight can
shift to the downhill mover.

Forearm Forklift
Lifting Straps, $8,
from Bunnings.

SRR

roachl

COCKROACH GEL BAIT
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Kills the lot

READ SAFETY DIRECTIONS

roachkill =

with just @ few spofts!

v SAFE for children & pets*

v/ LONG LASTING effective for up to 3 months

v NO ODOUR,. no mess

v’ KILLS THE ENTIRE NEST, with just a few spofs

*whan used as directed
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Budget
laundry reno

A multi-functional utility room gets an overhaul to keep
up with a busy family and maximise the floorspace

WORDS FRANK GARDNER MAIN PICTURES STUART SCOTT

hen they first bought their
coastal home, Handyman
readers Kate and Chad

Griffith had already revamped the
laundry as part of a total renovation.

But with a growing family, major
extensions were on the agenda.

“The laundry isn't my favourite
place to be, so I wasn't wasting money
or living space on it,’ says Kate.

Compact but functional, the
laundry is on the middle level of the
three-storey house, near the side door
for easy access to the clothesline.

It"s close to the kids’ bathroom
and directly below the ensuite of the
new parents’ retreat on the top floor.

"“With three kids generating most
of the washing, it seemed sensible to
keep it near their rooms, and we plan
to install a laundry chute from our
ensuite above,” says Kate.

The laundry is a real utility room,
housing the fuse box and manhole,
and providing access to the upstairs
plumbing, electrical and duct work.

The L-shaped room measures
2800 x 1600mm with a 1000mm

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

return at one end. The long wall was
fitted with cabinets and appliances, as
well as hamper storage, and the return
used to house a freezer,

Working to a tight budget meant
recycling the old appliances.

Tliked the idea of fitting the
washer and dryer side by side under
the bench. The sink was still in great
shape, so we only needed a new tap.

"With a family of five, I need
space to sort clothes, so the long
bench was perfect,” says Kate.

Two powerpoints were
positioned above the bench
for everyday use and two
under it for the appliances.

The double awning
windows let in lots of light
and air for the drying rack
over the sink, and a wall
shelf adds extra storage.

After the tradies had
finished the wiring and
pipework, the room was
lined with plasterboard,
then the cabinetry and
painting done DIY. >

LAUNDRY LAYOUT

FREEZER

' WASHER | | DOOR

HAMPER | 1
.(sm:z:: i S N
§ [EESMREnE”sEmE. VEmEENEEnC

BENCHTOP

CABIMNET

g iy e i

After

The revamp took two weeks of plumbing,
electrics, tiling and cabinetry installation.
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PAWSEmounted dryifgrack overithe
BEifk'saves floorspace'in the small room.

CABINET
BACK

] PLASTERBOARD
il 1&——HDLESAW WALL

CUT A PINE CLEAT to length and secure
it to the marked height line between

—LEG

MEASURE THE TAP and drain hole
positions on the wall and floor.
Transfer the locations to the back
and base of the sink cabinet, drilling
each one with a holesaw slightly
larger in diameter than the plumbing
holes. Position both cabinets.

the cabinets. Secure the cabinets

to the studs using 50mm x 8g timber
screws, then attach the benchtop from
underneath the cabinet rails and the
cleat using timber screws,
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The flatpack solution

Kate and Chad wanted to do part

of the work DIY to save money, so
they installed flatpack cabinets and
a laminate benchtop from Kaboodle.

For the base cabinets, they chose
White Gloss doors in the Modern
profile, and a Coconut Ice benchtop.

The first job was to mark a level
line on the wall, 870mm above the
floor, for the top of the cabinets.

A stud finder was used to mark stud
locations on the height line, so it was
easy to see where the studs were even
after the cabinets were in position.

‘The small space required exact
measurements in order to fit two
cabinets, the washer and dryer
along the one wall,” says Chad.

An 800mm base cabinet for the
sink was installed in the corner by
the door where the tap plumbing and
floor waste outlet were. Chad drilled
the plumbing holes in the cabinet.

‘The cupboard just fitted into
position over the plumbing and we
secured it to the wall,’ says Chad.

The second 400mm cabinet
didn't need plumbing holes but it was
secured 400mm out from the corner
to leave space for a hamper and to
align with the wall stud spacings.

BENCHTOP

TRACE THE SINK opening onto the
new benchtop using the old one as
a template, then cut out the sink
hole with a jigsaw. Install the new
sink then tile the splashback and
have a plumber connect the sink
waste, taps and washing machine.

3 \éﬁ
e

\Earl's

* Wood

* Concrete
Just mix with water + Cement sheat
Mo waste, easy to use * Steel
Mon-shrinking & water-resistant = Plasterboard
100% Australian made * Masonry

Before being secured, the cabinets
were levelled in both directions and
the height corrected by winding the
legs up or down, as needed.

A cleat was cut to length and
secured between the cabinets to help
support the 2800mm long benchtop
that would run along the whole wall.

‘Getting the benchtop in was
a challenge. It was such an exact fit
between the walls and there wasn't
a lot of room to manoeuvre it, but we
managed with a fair bit of wangling
and a few helping hands,” says Chad.

The sink was last and because
they were recycling their old one, Kate
and Chad had kept the original piece
of benchtop to use as a template for
cutting out the new sink hole.

‘Even though it's small, the space
is really functional and streamlined,
and I absolutely love the big benchtop.

‘Tt's still not my favourite room,
but at least it makes the mountains of
washing almost bearable!’ says Kate.

TIMBERMATE® WOODFILLER

The secret ingredient? Water!
Wood putty = Grainfiller » Edgefiller » Crackfiller

Interior grade

L]

POWDER PUTTY®

Multi-purpose interior/exterior powder filler

R L L LR LT ™

MIIEE R R LA R R AR R R R AR R R R

Get the look

Streamline a small laundry space with new floor cabinets, then add
wall-mounted storage and update the sink with modern tapware.

1 I’a-__

Kaboodle B00mm Base Cabinet,
$117. kaboodle.com.au

Hills Wall Mounted Drying Rack,

L]
"Ssasmm

Will not shrink, sink, crack or fall out
Mo waste and non-flammable
13 colours or make your own
Takes all stains and coatings

100% Australian made

$30. hillshome.com.au

Mondella Chrome Cadenza Basin
Mixer, $49, from Bunnings,

Handy Shelf 900mm Style Shelf, $18, and
Brackets, $18. handy-storage.com.au
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TOMMY TAPE®

Self fusing silicone tape

* Repair, insulate and protect
1000s OF USES!

* For home, marine, alectrical and auto
* Can be applied under water, on extrame
tamperature items, around odd shapes

Timbermat€group

WAXSTIX® TOUCH-UP CRAYONS

Comes in 13 different colours

TIMBERMATE carry a wide range of coloured wax
sticks to repair scratches on timber surfaces.

| Mo beeswax to leave white marks.

Keep your timber looking new.

www.timbermate.com.au Phone: (03) 9873 4811

WOOD HARDENER

Restores rotted wood

Earl's® Wood Hardener penetrates into soft rotted

wood fibres, restoring them to near original strength.

Then just fill with Earl's® Powder Putty when dry.

* Adhesive free » Self fusing = Watertight = Airtight

EARL'S MULTFIL®
Ready to use directly from the container

= Ready to use e X X &

* Spreads easily
* |ntanorfaxtarior Uuse
* Long shelf life

* Comes in white and a range m

of popular decking colours

Available at

JUNNINGS
wa 58

rehou

L Earl's.
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odern, well-designed
kitchens make life easier
for homeowners and attract
a higher resale value than homes
with dated or awkward spaces.
Choose a style and layout, then
replace benchtops, update cabinetry
and install new appliances to get
a designer look on a DIY budget.

Classic eat-in
For a timeless feel in a large eat-in
kitchen with a breakfast bar, pair
traditional-looking cabinetry with
stone-look laminate benchtops and
modern appliances.

Choose cabinet doors and drawer
faces with a profile, adding wine
storage for extra functionality,

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

Clark Stainless Steel
Flushline Tub, $128. clark.com.au

Kaboodle Charcotta Laminate Benchtop,
$242 a metre. kahoodle.com.au

Bellini Black Fascia Canopy Rangehood,
%351. belliniappliances.com.au

Kaboodle 720 ¥ 320 x 150mm
Cremasala Wine Rack, $158.

Culinary delight

A kitchen with ample bench space

and convenient amenities is sure to

please any foodie or entertainer.
Plenty of storage in the form of

deep drawers and cabinets is ideal for

housing kitchen essentials as well as
specialty cooking equipment. Dual
sinks help keep the space tidy when
preparing family dinners.

If you have enough space and
regularly cook for a crowd, dual ovens
can make juggling mains, sides and
desserts a breeze, Mount them up
high for added convenience.

Dark cabinets and a contrasting
splashback give the kitchen a modern
edge while the timber benchtop adds
warmth to the space. >

Everdure Side Opening Electric

Oven, $4686. everdure.com_

Kaboodle 160mm Discreet
Kitchen Handle, about $10.

Johnson 300 x 300mm Glass Mosaic

Tile Sheet, $14. johnsontiles.com.au

Estilo 1080 x 480mm Stainless Steel
Sink, $132. estilo-kitchens.com
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Get country style with all the mod cons
for a kitchen with warmth and texture.

Urban cottage
Add old-world charm to a suburban
home by installing a quaint, rustic
kitchen. A light palette brightens the
space, with country-style cabinet doors
contrasting with dark timber-look
benchtops for a warm, earthy feel.

Details like antique-look tap
fittings and cabinet knobs add
authenticity, while a timber island
bench makes a dramatic statement
and provides versatile seating for
quick meals on the go.

Turn storage into a centrepiece
by suspending a ladder rack from
the ceiling to hang pots and pans.

Kaboodle 300mm Antique White Elba White Glass Built-in Single Door
Country Door, about $44. Electric Oven, $598. elba.com.au

- Choose white appliances for
Clark Vital Stainless Steel Kaboodle Hickory Maple 2000 x 900mm modern convenience that won't
o Sink, $178. clark.com.au Laminate Benchtop, $410. detract from the vintage decor. >

 everdure

DESIGNED TO PERFECTION
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Limited space calls for versatile -

- features that maximise functionality.

Compact convenience
Make the most of a small space by
combining an L-shaped kitchen with
a two-seater dining table to create a
multipurpose open-plan room.
Install affordable and durable
laminate benchtops and add deep
drawers to provide ample storage.
Fit a high-quality spray mixer
to make washing up easy and install
a compact retractable rangehood
to save space above the stove,
Add a freestanding oven with
a hotplate cover that doubles as bench
space when the stove is not in use.
Create a contemporary look
by pairing affordable fittings with
a modern colour scheme, bringing the
room to life with colourful crockery.

SEFTEMEER 2014 Australian Handyman

Kaboodle White Sesame 2250 x 600mm
Laminate Benchtop, $255.

Estilo 800 x 4B0mm Single Bowl
Stainless Steel Sink, $98.

Centigue 40mm Mayfair Vegetable Spray
Sink Mixer, $119. awardbrands.com.au

Bellini Retractable Rangehood,
£129. belliniappliances.com.au
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NOW IS THE TIME TO

CHECK YOUR POOLIS SAFE
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Pool season is fast approaching. Protector Aluminium is working with Royal Lifesaving Australia to improve safety
in and around pools. During the past five years over 150 Australian children under the age of five drowned,
50% occured in home swimming pools. Pool fencing and effective supervision can reduce these tragic drowning
deaths to zero. Royal Life Saving and Protector Aluminium are targeting every home pool owner with a basic
reminder to check, fix and maintain their home pool and surrounds in order to eliminate child drowning.
Download a pool safety checklist at www.homepoolsafety.com.au or scan the QR Code.

Choose from a range of colours and profiles.

Proudly endersed. by:
do

Any size, any colour at Bunnings Special Orders Desk.

ALUMINIUM

®] Royal Life Saving

ROYAL LEFE SAWING SOCIETY - AUSTRALIA

FENCING YOU =
CAN TRUST

www.protectoraluminium.com.au
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Rethink the

Kitchen Remodel

Do-It-Yourself Benchtop Coating System

We love to share what our readers are working on,
whether it’s building a deck, revamping a room,
landscaping the yard or making furniture. No project
is too big or small, and the more unusual the better.
Send us photos of your DIY project for your chance
to win $300 and have it published in Handyman. Take
high-resolution before and after pics, plus one of
yourself, then submit them online at handyman.net.au.

Salvaged from a friend’s house nine
years ago, Handyman readers Amy and
Hilmar Hoefer’s kitchen cost only the
labour to remove it. It was meant to be
temporary, but grew with the family
and became permanent.
The kitchen was later relocated to
a ditferent area while the space was
being extended, then reinstalled with
benchtops made from discarded desks.
The couple then repainted the
timber doors and drawers and
replaced the hardware to give the
cabinetry an instant update.
All the work was done DIY and,
because Hilmar is an electrician, the
cost of the reno ran into hundreds
instead of thousands of dollars,

jecycled TSNO | — 'CASHFORDIY

BEFORE AETER

|

THE EASIEST WAY TO REVITALISE YOUR
KITCHEN IN JUST ONE WEEKEND

Rust-Oleum Benchtop Transformations is the simple, affordable
and hassle-free way to transform your worn or outdated
laminate benchtop into a beautiful, durable, glossy surface in
just one weekend. It's ideal on kitchen benchtops, bars and
tables, and we know you'll love the shiny finish that will
capture everybody's attention.

+ Specially formulated
coating bonds to
laminate and wood
surfaces

+ No primer needed

+ Modern finish with
high gloss shimmer

+« Available in Diamond
White and Galaxy Black

For more information visit www.rustoleum.com.au

_,f facebook.com/RustCleumAus

After

The recycled kitchen has been
repainted and given new hardware.
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MANUAL AND
MULTIPURPOSE SAWS

Sink your teeth into any DIY job with tools that
span the spectrum from specialised to adaptable

#TROJAN

THE

WORKHORSE

_We've Got it

HACKSAW

A Ef”ﬂ \”}{1

380mm Hardened Teeth 14 Teeth 15 Points
AUSTRALIAN DESIGNED

By DIAN
vl P

Hardensd Testh 14 Teth 13 Paints
ALSTRALMN DESIGNED

IN GOOD HANDS

Choose a reliable handsaw and
other quality tools that will Let
you cut accurately and efficiently,
as well as a heavy-duty power
saw that will slice through many
different materials with ease.
MAMNUAL SAWS vary greatly in
shape, size and structure, and
also whether the blade is held

B <=9z
Hardened Teath 12 Teatk 11 Prints
AUSTRALLAN DESIGNED

he #TROJAN

feg

The Trojan brand has been a major player in the hand tool market since its
inception at the beginning of the last century. Trojan hand tools are sourced
from the finest manufacturers around the globe providing a comprehensive
range to suit both the DiYer and tradesperson alike.

Available at

ZUNN INGS

bunnings.com.au

For more information visit our website www.trojantools.com.au

Trojan™ iz s regiseered trademark of Cyclone Tool Pry Led

MULTIPURPOSE SAW

\ LEnan o o b
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HANDSAW

under tension, is self-supporting

or is reinforced along its back edge.

They take effort to use, so
choose one that is comfortable to
hold, as it will be so much more
tedious if it gives you blisters,
MULTIPURPOSE SAWS are power
tools that often go where others
can't, while also being capable of

*CUT TO
THE CHASE

Even if your workshop is bursting
with power tools, a decent handsaw
is perhaps the only essential that is
as irreplaceable as a hammer.

‘Manual tools may not be ideal for
big projects, but when it comes to
precision and simplicity, they usually
win hands down,’ says Handyman
Technical subeditor Gun Arvidssen.

‘If you're only making one or two
gquick cuts, a handsaw is much less
of a hassle than plugging in and
cleaning up after a power tool.

But when it's time to bring out
the heavy artillery, especially for
jobs that involve awkward angles or
unusual materials, a multipurpose
power saw can really save the day.

cutting an incredibly wide range
of materials. Their adaptability is
the result of clever design features

or the many accessories and
blades available for them.

This class of tool can be used
for anything from heavy demolition
jobs to cutting pavers and even
cleaning a barbecue. >

Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014
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MANUAL SAWS

Ranging from general purpose tools for making straight cuts in timber, to those designed to cope with tight turns or

materials including tile, metal, plasterboard and plastic, there's a manual saw for almost every DIY application.

Au*”g;«?

*¥GENERAL PURPOSE
HANDSAW

This classic design, also called
a panel saw, has stood the test of
time. The distinctive angled shape

hold a sharp edge much longer than
untempered saws. The downside is that
such saws are impractical to resharpen.
of the hand guard makes it easy to This type of saw has a rigid blade
quickly mark cut lines at 70 or 45°, that cuts on the push stroke, usually

Many mass-produced handsaws about 500-540mm, and a pitch that
have induction-hardened teeth that is rarely much coarser than Btpi.

SAW JARGON

Manual saws differ greatly in structure and function, but almost all of
them feature a toothed cutting edge with several commaon properties.

SAW

RAKE
BLADE ANGLE
TPI

VIV VYV Vv = i
PPl - |
|

KERF is the width of the cut. The
teeth of a saw are splayed outwards
slightly, ensuring the kerf is wider
than the thickness of the blade
itself. This prevents the material
being cut from pinching the blade.

PITCH of a saw is the spacing of
the teeth, described in teeth per
inch [tpil, or points per inch [ppil.
The tpi count is calibrated from
the valleys between the teeth,
while ppi is from point to point.

HIGH RAKE
AMGLE

STROKE relates to the action of
moving the saw towards you and

RAKE is the angle between the
leading edge of each tooth and a line
away from you as you cut. Saws drawn at 90° to the row of teeth. Pull
can cut on the push stroke or the
pull stroke, or both, depending

on how the teeth are machined.

saws have a high rake angle of up to
45% while saws that cut on the push
stroke are raked about 15° at most.
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*COPING SAW

This is still the tool of choice for fine
detail work, ranging from cutting the
inside corner of a skirting profile to
negotiating tight turns.

& scroll saw can often be used
instead, but it’s more expensive and
less manoeuvrable if a workpiece
needs to be cut in situ.

The blade is held between a pair
of slotted pins that can be turned to
enable cutting at any angle relative
to the frame. The pin at the handle
end is threaded to wind in and out of
the handle, tensioning the blade.

*KEYHOLE SAW

With a narrow, rigid blade that can
be mounted either vertically or
horizontally, a keyhole saw is
designed to cut in confined or
awkward spaces, and is usually sold
with blades for timber and metal.

It is used for similar applications
as a jigsaw, but in situations where
a power tool would be too unwieldy or
finer control is needed. It's great for
cutting openings in sheet materials
after a starter hole is drilled.

*TENON SAW

As sliding compound mitresaws have
become more affordable and popular,
tenon saws have largely fallen out of

favour as the tool used to make the
Joints they are named for.

They are usually about 12tpi and
feature a reinforced back, making
them easier to use for precise
sawing and a smoother finish.

This makes them perfect for
cutting tenons, but the same
gualities are valuable when cutting
mitre joints, especially from
intricately shaped mouldings.

*TOOLBOX SAW

This is the shortened version of
a general purpose handsaw. It's
small and light enough to be taken
anywhere while offering a similar
tpi count and other benefits of its
full-lenath relative.

It's a popular backup saw that

can be taken to worksites or kept for
special occasions when a brand-new,

factory-sharp edge is needed.

Wy

Also known as a wallboard saw, this
has a short, rigid blade designed
specifically for cutting plasterboard.

To start the hole, punch the
sharp tip through the plasterboard,
slightly away from the cut line, by
striking the back of the handle.

Saw to the cut line, then along it,
and finish by trimming the cut edge
of the paper with a utility knife.

i
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*PULL SAW

Traditionally, this type of tool was
favoured by Japanese carpenters
over saws that cut on the push
stroke. It's an extremely versatile
saw that comes in a variety of
shapes and styles.

The razor sharpness of a pull
saw is chiefly the result of how thin
the blade can be manufactured.

Itis kept straight by tension,
rather than relying on the steel's
thickness to resist pushing the teeth
through the timber fibres.

*HACKSAW

MINI
HACKSAW

A hacksaw consists of a steel frame
holding a narrow, disposable blade
under tension by means of a wing
nut or a guick-release lever, or both.
Hacksaws are primarily used for
cutting metal, but the fine pitch of
the teeth also makes them suitable
for sawing brittle materials, such as
plastic, that can be easily chipped.

A hacksaw blade commaonly has
a pitch of 24tpi and is sold in lengths
ranging from 250 to 400mm, with
300mm being the most popular.

Several frame types are available,
including a junior version and a mini
hacksaw. This is a handle that grips the
blade from the back instead of both ends
and should only be used for light jobs.

*DOVETAIL SAW

Similar in form to a miniature tenon
saw, this tool is also most commonly
used for traditional joinery.
Although routers are now often
used to make dovetail joints, doing it
by hand is something of an artform.
Some variants feature a modified
blade that allows them to cut flush
with a surface, but without the
flexion that a pull saw entails. >

FLUSH CUT ,,.--"
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MANUAL SAWS

*ROD SAW

You may not need to cut a curved
shape in a tile often, but a rod saw is
about the only tool that can do this.
Standalone rod saws usually
have a blade about 150mm long,
but blades compatible with 300mm
hacksaws are also available.
The carbide-grit blade’s round
cross-section allows it to cut in any
direction relative to the frame.

*MULTI-BLADE SAW

The Swiss army knife of the toolbox,
this usually comes in the farm of a
straight handle that can hold a range
of different blades. Some types even
have the blade mount on a pivot that
allows it to fold into the handle.

They are usually designed to be
compatible with reciprocating saw
blades, offering a more portable and
less heavy-handed way of cutting
the same range of materials.

It's the perfect way to switch
from timber to metal to carbide grit
in a matter of seconds without
carrying around a whole toolbox.

*PLASTIC SAW
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*LAMINATE SAW

With a fine pitch and short, stout
blade, this tool is great for cutting
veneered or laminated materials,
ranging from flooring to melamine.

The distinctive nose has its own
row of teeth, so you can make plunge
cuts by hand. This is invaluable for
making cutouts in kitchen cabinetry
if a jigsaw is impractical to use.

Plastics are often brittle and have
Low melting points that can make
them a challenge to cut neatly and
without chipping or cracking.

This saw is designed with the
properties of PVC, ABS and other
plastics in mind. It has a coated-steel
10tpi blade that resists binding, and
teeth that cut on the pull stroke. >

MANUAL SAW TECHNIQUES

Power tools are convenient for larger jobs that involve a lot of cutting. But for old-school craftsmanship, nothing

beats the satisfaction and accuracy of sawing by hand using a tool that was developed for a specialised task.

v

CUTTING AN ENCLOSED SHAPE
Drill a 3mm starter hole and unhook
the blade from the frame. Feed the
blade through the hole, then replace
it and wind in the tensioning spindle.
Cut out the shape, adjusting the pins
to turn the blade as needed.

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

MAKING FLUSH CUTS

Pull saws are perfect for trimming
pieces of timber that are too bulky to
cut with a chisel. Press the blade to the
surface, bending it as little as possible
to keep it under tension, then saw off
the dowel using short, gentle strokes.

SHOULDER
LINE

CREATING A TENON

Clamp the timber firmly, then saw
down to the shoulder line, cutting
diagonally into the corners first, then
sawing parallel with the shoulder
line. Saw away the waste at the
shoulder and clean up with a chisel.

Simply bring this ad
info any Fernwood o
get started today.

21300 FERNWOOD

-\ fernwoodfitness.com.au
/ f facebook.com/fernwoodfitness

B . FITNESS
ernwooc

*WValid till 30/09/2014 for first time users over 18 years.

Pass not redeemable for cash. Limit 1 pass per person and cannot be used in

conjunction with any other offer. Must be used on consecutive days once activated. For health
and safety purposes, all pass holders will be required to complete a health screen questionnaire.
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A CADBURY HAMPER
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Y
Australians have voted Cadbury as the

Most Trusted Confectionery Brand

MULTIPURPOSE SAWS

You will soon notice the limitations of ordinary power saws, especially when attacking a major reno. Arm yourself with

a tool that can handle diverse materials and unusual working conditions, and you will be prepared for any contingency.

BLADE RELEASE
LEVER

SHOE

SHOE
EXTENSION
LOCK

Reciprocating saws are not tools
that are famed for subtlety. Their
trademark qualities are power,
speed and adaptability, as well as
how manceuvrable their blades
are in awkward spaces.
The reciprocating action is

similar to that of a jigsaw, except

*WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH

FROMNT
HAMDLE

YARIABLE-SPEED
TRIGGER

TRIGGER
LOCK

that the blades are usually longer and
tougher, and the tool is designed to be
grasped using both hands.

Even with the shoe pressed firmly
against a workpiece, the kickback from
a reciprocating saw can be formidable.

Cutting a perfectly straight Line
using a reciprocating saw can be a real

challenge, so if accurately sawing
along a ruled line is a high priority,
clamp a straightedge to act to as

a guide for the shoe wherever possible.

EXTENDED-RANGE SAWING
With a rigid blade that is well-suited
to plunge cutting, a reciprocating saw
can be great for jobs such as creating
openings in floors or cladding during
renovations without the overshoot
typical of a circular saw.

The blade’s reach usually exceeds
that of an oscillating tool or jigsaw,
allowing you to cut through fasteners
such as framing nails with ease.

Most reciprocating saws feature
tool-free blade change, an extendable
shoe, variable speed and a trigger lock.

In addition to blades designed
for cutting a wide range of materials,
they are also compatible with various
attachments, including scrapers,
brushes and even files.

or less why YOU trust this brand!
To enter, visit the giveaway page on

Full terms & conditions can be found online. Entries close 30th September 2014.

METAL CUTTING

CUT THROUGH FASTENERS

Use a metal cutting blade to saw
straight through fasteners when
making modifications to plasterboard
walls during a reno, allowing studs,
noggins and other framing members
to be easily knocked free.

RECIPROCATING SAW TECHNIQUES

Famous for being able to cut in awkward spaces where other tools can't reach, a reciprocating saw has countless uses
ranging from renovations to garage maintenance, and switching blades to suit the material being cut takes only seconds.

INSULATION
FOAM

PROTECT THE SURFACE

Reciprocating saws are notorious for
heavy vibration, even when used
correctly. To protect floorboards or
other quality timber, cut a piece of pipe
insulation foam or polystyrene and
attach it to the shoe with masking tape.

GARAGE
Dook
TRACK

CONCRETE

TRIM A GARAGE DOOR TRACK

If the end of a garage door track is in

contact with damp concrete, it can
begin to rust. A reciprocating saw is
ideal for cutting about 10mm off the
end of the track before applying rust
converter and metal paint. >
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MULTIPURPOSE SAWS

POWER
SWITCH

LOWER BLADE
GUARD

*TWICE THE SLICE

With two circular blades that turn
in opposite directions, a property
called contra-rotation, the Ozito
X2 Twin Cutter stands out from the
crowd in function as well as looks.

A contra-rotating system has
unigue advantages, the main one
being that the forces from two blades
spinning in opposite directions cancel
each other out, making the tool
surprisingly agile even at full speed.

' WAX FEED
KMNOR

%Q%\ UPPER BLADE
“'@ ‘_,,.,-" GUARD

BLADES

._‘.

e

8

Unlike a circular saw, whose design
hinges on pushing it forwards to cut,
the X2 cuts in a backwards direction
just as effectively as forwards.

There is also a shearing component
to the cutting action, the same as the
principle by which scissors work.

Despite a more complex gearbox,
changing blades is straightforward,
with the only extra effort being to lock
the discs together using a supplied pin.

TWIN CUTTER APPLICATIONS

The benefits of contra-rotation have long been utilised in the design of coaxial helicopter rotors and torpedo propellors.
MNow the same technology is available to DIYers for sawing metal just as effortlessly as timber without changing blades.

gy -

MAKING CUTS IN TIMBER

If cutting from an edge, the blade
guard will retract automatically, as
it does on a circular saw. Plunge cuts
can be made by retracting the guard
manually and keeping the tool at an
angle of about 30° to the surface.

SEFTEMEBER 2014 Australian Handyman

The carbide-tipped teeth can cut metals
ranging from copper pipe to steel
roofing. When cutting metal, the blades
need to be lubricated using supplied
wax sticks that are pushed against the
cutting edges by rotating the feed knob.

A wax stick feed system lubricates the
blades when cutting through metal.

SAFETY FEATURES
Contra-rotating blades reduce the risk
of kickback almost to zero. The X2 also
features a retractable blade guard like
the one on a circular saw.

The rear/side handle configuration
allows it to be held like a small angle
grinder, while still cutting similarly to
a circular saw. This makes it perfect
for major reno jobs, as it can safely be
used on walls and at unusual angles.

DEMOLITION DUTIES

The X2 can cut timber and metal with
the same set of blades, making it
great for demolition or a major reno.
Its plunge-cutting ability also lets it
saw openings in a plasterboard wall
more quickly than using a jab saw.

It's not just a home loan.
It's the start of something bigger.

It's a place to raise your family. The community
you're going to be a part of.

It's about setting yourself up.

Yes, banking is about money. But it's about
something bigger too.

It's about the good that money can bring.
We know full well the difference a bank can make.

We know that successful customers make for a
successful community.

Bendigo Bank
Bigger than a bank.

All loans are subject to Bendigo Bank’s normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited,

ABN 11 068 048 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879, S48626 (05/14)

And that's why we set out to make both.

So yes, we could just care about money. We could
just see our customers as numbers. And we could
think that a loan is nothing but an interest rate.

But we're bigger than that.

Drop into your nearest branch or phone
1300 BENDIGO to find out more.

_bgn d_i_g_pbgnk.cnm.z;g




IS THIS YOU?
» Unsecured debt over $80007

* Pending car repossession or mortgage foreclosure?

e Credit cards maxed out?
e Tax Debt?

A Debt Cutter solution can help you reduce your debt and

regain quality of life.

SIMPLE PAYMENT PLAN

YOUR ASSETS PROTECTED

If you are struggling to meet your financial commitments call the
friendly staff at Debt Cutter today! We are a government registered
debt agreement administrator (Lic #9858). We can help you.

DEBT A CUTTER®

Dabt Culler is a Gavernmenl Registerad Debl Agraement Administratos. Licanse no. 985

www.debtcutter.com.au

LEGAL ACTION CAN BE STOPPED

INTEREST ON UNSECURED DEBT FROZEN \

Are you struggling
with Debt?

Has Debt snuck up on you? Good credit can suddenly
become bad debt through iliness, relationship breakdown,
job loss or simply unexpected expenses.

It can happen to anyone. Becognising the need to take
action is the first step. Reviewing your options is the next.
There is a light at the end of the tunnel.

At Debt Cutter, we can help explain your options.
We care. Because we’ve been there.
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Cut your Debt and Live your Life!
Call our friendly staff now. 1300 307 571
We care. Because we’ve been there.

MULTIPURPOSE SAWS

¥ VERSATILITY TO THE MAX

This toolis in a class all its own, but
like other multipurpose saws, it
does not have a single specialised
role to play. The sheer versatility of
this saw has the potential to give
other power tools inadequacy issues.
The Saw-Max's name may seem
ironic considering its compact size,
but it packs a lot of guts into a small
package, being capable of sawing
through virtually any material from
timber and metal to ceramic tile.
Similar in shape to the highly
specialised power saws used in
the operating theatre, this tool is
just as lightweight and designed to
be safely used one-handed, with
a lock-off catch on the power switch.
Like a cross between an angle
grinder and a circular saw, it has
a base plate that allows the depth of
cut to be controlled, and can also be
used with a straightedge guide.
The base plate is small enough
to ensure excellent visibility, making
it easier to cut accurately.

PLATE CARBIDE-GRIT

CUTTING DISC
A SAW FOR ALL SEASONS

Arguably the biggest advantage of the
Saw-Max is that it lets you cut all
the materials you are likely to face in
a bathroom renovation or similar
project using only the one tool.

In addition to a carbide-grit cutting
disc for timber and plastic, the Saw-Max

LOCK-OFF
CATCH

POWER
SWITCH

comes with reinforced cutoff discs
for metal and masonry, similar to
angle grinder wheels.

A diamond blade for cutting very
hard materials, ranging from marble
to tile, is also included, and the many
optional extras available extend the
possibilities of this tool even further.

*ONE TOOL, MANY ROLES

The Saw-Max is not intended as
areplacement for a circular saw
when cutting large expanses of
sheet materials, but it will get into
places where a circular saw can't.

It can also make cuts that no
other power tool is capable of,
such as cutting wall trim in situ
before installing a new floor.

Using the optional flush-cutting
disc, it can simply be run along
a length of the new flooring material
to give the perfect clearance without
having to remove the wall trim.

Other optional accessories
include a mitre guide and rip fence.

Partnered with the masonry
cutoff disc, these make it possible to
cut pavers and similar objects with
a degree of accuracy that is difficult
to achieve without using bulky and
expensive machinery. >

The masonry cutoff disc makes short
work of bricks and pavers, while the
diamond disc will even cut stone.

Designed for one-handed use,
the Saw-Max makes it easy to cut

materials that are tricky to handle.
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BUYING GUIDE

Even if you do not have a passion for fine joinery, a few basic manual saws will always come in handy, while
a multipurpose power saw is invaluable for all those tasks that are beyond the abilities of your other tools.

MANUAL SAWS

This 500mm saw has triple-ground
teeth, a low-friction coating and
reinforced handle, enabling it to cut
surprisingly fast for an 11tpi tool.

Stanley Fatmax Tri-Material Hand
Saw, $25. stanleytools.com.au

[E L —

Featuring onboard storage for up to
five blades, this high-tension saw
has a conversion slot allowing it to
mount reciprocating saw blades.

Lenox High-Tension Hacksaw,
$45. lenoxtools.com.au

For quick, clean cuts in plasterboard,
this ?tpi saw has triple-ground teeth
that cut on both strokes, plus a sharp
point for starting a cut.

Irwin ProTouch 125mm Heavy Duty
Jab Saw, $17. irwin.com.au

Perfect for use with a mitre box, this
12tpi tenon saw is reinforced with
spring steel and has a 350mm blade
with a cutting depth of 75mm.

Trojan Tenon Saw, $10.
trojantools.com.au

MULTIPURPOSE SAWS

This reciprocating saw features
variable speed, tool-free blade

change and comes with blades for
cutting both timber and metal.

Ryobi B00W Reciprocating Saw,
%$139. ryobi.com.au
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With 125mm contra-rotating blades
that can cut timber, plastic and metal,
this heavy-duty all-rounder is just as

effective for demolition as for building.

Ozito 1200W X2 Twin Cutter,
$69. ozito.com.au

This tool is built tough without
compromising on precision, with
a 120mm throat depth, tempered
blade and soft-grip handle.

Stanley Fine Woodworking
Fatmax Coping Saw, $17.

"

Styled after traditional Japanese
pull saws, this double-sided tool
has a 7tpi cutting edge and a 17tpi
edge for razor-sharp accuracy.

o

Irwin 260mm Double Edge
Pull Saw, $25.

Able to saw through everything from
plastic to pavers, this nifty tool can
also make flush cuts and plunge
cuts, and comes with four blades.

Dremel Saw-Max,
£149. dremel.com.au

GCHOOSE THE WORLD’S MOST
TRUSTED GATE LATCHES & LOCKS.

Buy Australian-made quality.

The perfect lock for The perfect latch for

DRIVEWAY GATES

The perfect latch for
COLORBOND® GATES

[T |

| B |
3 S SIDEPULL |
| LokwLatch | oeLuxe Eﬂm# |

|
' Lonwatch | wacnerc
B | .

o Ideal for new or existing gates - Quick & easy to install
= Used by fencing professionals - No rusting or binding
= Meet Australian Standards = Highly adjustable

ALSO SEE OUR RANGE OF POLYMER GATE HINGES

@ DeD Tech ﬁO-logies BUlLuéﬁsﬁTncgsmg AISLE

=2/ World's most trusted gate hardware |

AUSTRALIAN MADE www.ddtechglobal.com sales@ddtech.com.au »UNNINGS
AND OWNED or phone (02) 9454 7888 warehouse
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What's new

KINCROMEIL

CUT TIMBER and save fuel
with the Victa 40V Li-ion
Cordless Chainsaw, $499.

SOAK UP spills and clean
floors with the Dates Slide
Wringer Flat Mop, $25.99.

TIDY THE YARD for spring
with the Victa 40V Li-ion

»Head instore for the latest products to tidy the yard and
get into spring gardening, plus clever storage solutions

SIMPLIFY WATERING with the Holman
3005 Digital Automatic Tap Timer, £45,

HOSE EASILY using the Gardena Comfort featuring simple and easy programming.
25m Retractable Hose Reel, $249, with
automatic locking and retracting.

’I___ \‘ Cordless Trimmer, $459.

STORE MORE with the W

TRIM GRASS anywhere

RAISE VEGIES in any outdoor area with
the modular Heritage Timber Garden
Bed, $99, measuring 800 x 800 x 300mm.

Kincrome Nine Drawer
Chest Trolley Combo, $499.

with the 18V Ryobi Hybrid
Line Trimmer, $199.

MOW FAST and fume-less
with the Victa 40V Li-ion
Cordless Lawn Mower, $699.

|
m;
|
|
FEED THE LAWN and kill weeds while HANG ARODUMND with the Round Net PLAY SAFE with the Slide Enclosing

watering using Yates Buffalo Pro Swing, $55, or Plastic Tyre Swing, $79, Tunnel, $49, which suits timber play
Weed 'n’ Feed, $18.98 for 2.4L. suitable for most play sets. setsinthe Swing Slide Climb Range.

BLOW AWAY leaves with the
Victa 40V Li-ion Cordless
Blower and Vacuum, $399.

STACK UP with the Ryohi
Tool Blox range, starting from
$149 and sold separately.

CONTROL THE FLOW using the Gardena
EasyControl Tap Timer, £74.95, with
digital display and removable face,

o1

BLAST DIRT with the SET AND FORGET your watering with
Gerni Classic 120.4 Titan the Pope Two Dial Tap Timer, $44.98,
Pressure Washer, $298. to keep the garden hydrated.

GROW UPWARDS with the Garden Up
wall-mounted vertical garden, $34.95,
including the frame and three pots.

S0W AND GROW exotic vegies and herbs
with Johnsons World Kitchen Seed Packets,

from $2.95, featuring 80 different varieties. $24.95, to display plants and flowers.

ADD RUSTIC CHARM outdoors with Southern
Patio Wine and Whiskey Resin Barrels, from
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Take advantage of this = NEVER MISS AN ISSUE
great offer and extend  : m FREE DELIVERY

your subscription today = ONLY $2.95 AN ISSUE
or give a Handyman :

subscription as a gift! = SAVE OVER 46%

Terms and Conditions: COMPETITION DETAILS FOR THE READER'S DIGEST 2014 SUPER JACKPOT
Open to residents of Australia and New Zealand aged 18 years or over. Starts 1/1/14. Ends 31/12/14. All prize
draws held at Reader’s Digest, 80 Bay Street, Ultimo NSW 2007 at 10:30am. Draw date: Thank You Prize draw
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otherwise) will be published in The Australian on 23/1/15. All winners of prizes valued at over $250 will be published at
www.readersdigest.com.au and www.readersdigest.co.nz from the business day following the prize draw. By entering,
you agree that you do not wish to have your details published in a newspaper and agree to have your details published
online only. Promoter: Reader’s Digest [Australial Pty Ltd, [ABN 81000565471], B0 Bay Street, Ultimo, NSW. NSW
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TIME 2 DAYS
SKILL INTERMEDIATE

DIY $450

TOOLS TABLESAW,
DRILL, BERAD NAILER

This traditional structure defines
the boundary between garden zones
while adding charm and character.
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Exterior timber ¥

The garden arbour is built from
90 x 90mm treated pine posts
rated H4 for in-ground use, with
the rails, beams and slats cut
from H3 rated treated pine.

Use a tablesaw to cut the slats
to size from 70 x 45mm timber
stock, getting three 20mm thick
sections from each length. Cut
the battens from 90 x 45mm
timber, getting two 40mm thick
sections from each length.

If the arbour is to be painted,
you can use pre-primed, H3 LOSP
finger-jointed treated pine in
42 x 18mm and 42 x 42mm sizes.

CLASSIC TIMBER
ARBOUR

Frame a path with a decorative landscape feature
built from treated pine in just a weekend

arden rooms are popular in
landscape design and you can
bring the trend home with

a custom-built timber arbour,

Large enough to span a path
and act as an entranceway, it's made
from treated pine for durability with
no special tools required.

Most of the cutting and joinery
can be done in the workshop, then it
will take about half a day to assemble
the arbour in its final location.

Save time by using a brad nailer
when building the latticed sides, and
a tablesaw for cutting the timber. If
you don't have these tools, a hammer
and circular saw will still do the job.

Allow a full weekend to build the
arbour, applying an oil-based stain
to protect the timber, then plant
climbers to train over the lattice.

A simple structure
The arbour is made of four posts
concreted in the ground and joined
by rails, then slats attached to make
the latticed sides. The top consists
of beams and battens.

The rails are secured in shallow
housings called stop mortises in the

posts, with matching timber plugs on
the other side to create the illusion the
rails go the whole way through.

A drill press is the best tool for
drilling perfectly vertical holes in
timber and will speed up cutting the
stop mortises, or vou can use a drill
guide with a depth collar.

A Forstner bit is designed to cut
wide, shallow holes with a flat base, so
it is the best type to use when cutting
the stop mortises. Drill pairs of holes
to remove most of the waste, then
square up the corners with a chisel.

Unlike a spade bit, it has a short
central spur and sharp, level blades
mounted on a flat disc to make it
easier to control and more precise. >

Ryobi One+ 1BV Cordless Brad Nailer,
%199, excluding battery. ryobi.com.au

-

Cutting the beams

For the decorative tapers at the
beam ends, use a circular saw or
mitresaw to cut 100 x 100mm
triangles off the base corners.

Round over the edges slightly
using a block plane or trim router
with a 6mm roundover bit.

Mark the positions for the
bolt hole centres 295mm from the
ends, and 30 and 100mm up from
the base edge of the beams.

Bore the 13mm deep recesses
for the bolt heads and nuts on one
face of each beam using a drill
and 25mm spade bit. To drill the
bolt holes the rest of the way
through, use a 10mm twist bit.

fasssssEEsEEsRsEEEReREERERnRRanan”
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) Bu_._,i[d, the arbour

Cut the stop mortises
Position the posts side by side
then clamp, using a builder’s square

to mark the locations of the stop
mottises for the rails and plugs.

Use a 35mm Forstner bit to drill
overlapping holes 20mm deep at
ecach marked location, cutting away
the waste with a 25mm chisel.

. \ PoOST. 4
1 TIMEER HOLE
e PEGE -

Erect one side panel

Lay out the arbour dimensions
on the site and dig four post holes,
200mm in diameter and 650mm
deep. Tamp the base of each hole and
add 100mm of gravel for drainage.
Erect one side panel, checking for
plumb and bracing the posts to pegs
hammered into the ground.
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Secure the rails

Insert the rails into the stop
mortises between two posts, stand the
assembly on edge and tap the pieces
together until the inside measurement
between the posts is 720mm. Secure
with pairs of screws through the stop
mortises. Apply a coat of sealer or
paint to the stop mortises.

Concrete the posts

Stand the second side panel in the
holes, clamping supports to the posts
at ground level if needed, then attach
temporary braces to hold it plumb and
evenly spaced from the first panel.
Measure the diagonals to ensure the
structure is square, then concrete all
four posts in position.

Attach the slats

Square up the frame, then make
200 x B2mm spacers from offcuts,
with 50mm wide stop blocks. Use
a brad nailer to secure the vertical
slats to the rails with 50mm overhang.
Turn over the assembly to attach
horizontal slats to the vertical using
construction adhesive and brads.

Install the beams

Drill 10mm bolt holes centred
30 and 100mm from the top of the
posts, clamp the beams in position
and bolt them to the posts. Secure the
battens across the top of the beams
with twist nails, using spacers for
equal gaps, then attach the plugs in
the stop mortises using adhesive.

& Classic arbour

measurements in mm

® CUTTING LIST

PART |sizE  [NO|
Treated pine

Posts Z700x90x%0 4
Rails 760 x 7O % 35 &
Beams 1850 x 140 x 45 4

Vertical slats 1490 x 45 x 20 10
Horizontal slats 450 x 45 % 20 16

Battens 1M0790x 40x 45 14
Plugs 70x70x 35 12
& FASTENERS

IEEEE

Treated pine screws,  Rails

7omm x 10g
Brad nails, 32mm Lattice slats

Tech-shield cuphead Beams
bolts, M10 x 170mm

Galvanised twist nails, Battens
65 % 3.15mm

VERTICAL

SLAT

Il | B b -

HORIZONTAL

e 8 il

I -

SLAT

BATTEN

£ =
R E A M

BEAM | I

POST

BEAM ASSEMBLY

STOP MORTISE
POST JOINT

4 Handyman.net.au
Download the toals, materials
and costs to make this project.

Pope...constantly innovating
bringing Aussie gardens to life for nearly 90 years.

/NEW

in2014 /. 'E'-‘

COMING IN SUMMER 2014
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Garden arch %

This rough-sawn timber arch has just
six parts and can be built in a day
using a drill, circular saw and jigsaw.
Simple but versatile, it has many
landscape uses, including as a gateway
in a fence, an opening in a hedge or
a frame for a paved walkway.
Made of treated pine, the posts
are sunk in the ground using quick-set
concrete and the timber is finished
with a penetrating oil, to deepen
the natural pine colour and protect
it from weathering.
With the treated pine, fasteners,
timber oil and concrete, the total cost
for the project comes to about $400.

Feast Watson Natural Wood Shield 0il,
%109 for 4L. feastwatson.com.au

Build the arch ¥

Cut the notches

At the top of each treated pine
post, make crosscuts for 190 x 45mm
notches, using a circular saw set
to full depth for the vertical cuts,
then finishing with a handsaw.
TIP Use a circular saw to cut straight
edges and a jigsaw for the curves,

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

BUILDER'S T
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Mark up the top pieces

On the two headers, trace around
a bucket with a 280mm diameter to
mark the curved ends. Set out the top
and side edges of the brackets using
a builder’s square, then tap a flathead
nail into a sawhorse for use as a pivot
point when drawing the curves.

andscape featurein’
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Cut the brackets

Hook the end of a tape measure
over the nail head and use it as a guide
to draw the inner arc of each bracket
with a 600mm radius, Mark a second
arc 735mm from the nail, then cut out
the brackets and curves on the headers
with a jigsaw and circular saw.

& Garden arch

measurements in mm

ToP
EDGE
735 225 [
RADIUS 173

SIDE
EDGE

>

BRACKET

DETAIL
50

® CUTTING LIST
PaRT  Isize [no]

Treated pine

Posts J000x150x150 2
Headers 1980 % 190 x 45 2
Brackets 800x 240 x 45 Z

4+ Handyman.net.au

Download the tools, materials
and costs to make this project.
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Assemble the arch

Drill 3.5mm pilot holes, then use
90mm x 14g screws to secure the posts
to a header 300mm from the ends.
Attach the brackets to the header with
75mm x 14g screws and to the posts
using 90mm screws, Secure the second
header with 90mm screws.

Raise the arch

Secure a 90 x 38mm spacer 750mm
from the base of the posts. Dig two
250mm holes to 750mm deep, then
plumb the posts using a spirit level and
brace in position, securing with pegs.
Pour in quick-set concrete, removing
the spacer and braces when it is cured.

Multiposition £
High Expandint &

HIGH YIELD EXPANDING FOAM
FOR FILLING GAPS, STOPPING
DRAFTS & STOPPING VERMIN

Excellent adhesion and insulating
properties

Econimcally fills large voids,
is cuttable, sandable & paintable

Bloclks dust, vermin, nose & drafts

v ! B
2|




OUTDOOR

he sound of birds chirping
I brings life to any yard, and
you can attract birds by giving
them a safe place to rest and feed.
These bird boxes have been
custom-built by British woodworkers
Eric Simonds and Den Humphrey.
“There is no reason why a bird box
can't be interesting. No two designs

are quite the same and they are artistic

as well as functional,” says Den.
Each piece is made from English
hardwood and can take up to four
weeks to make, with designs that
reflect the owners’ personalities.

Resembling cans and boxes, this
bird house suits the avid recycler.

i

Home tweet

home

Create a unique place in your garden that your

feathered friends would be proud to call their roost

Inspired by a wine bar
Would be at home

SAUSTRAL
SAUSTRAL

rel, this creation
On avineyard,

sterfront Living is pr . . _
An alternate take on the bachelor pad.h'_____'h_"h_*—-—-—
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Weatherg

PINK PRIMED LOSP TREATED ARCHITECTURAL PINE
www.woodhouse-weatherproof.com.au

Extending your
deck or a dlng
an outdoor ¥
entertalmn

Handrails Structural F7 Fascias

Select from the

. Available in a range of profiles & sizes

' Building Code compliant for structural
applications

Contact your nearest building materials

centre or scan this OR code for information

on the Weatherproof Product range.
e B
Carchouse I 1k
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Make an eye-catching water feature complete _,
with a mini fountain in an afternoon

ater features are on the
garden wishlist for most
homes, but what do you

do when you only have a small space

or you need something portable?
The simple answer is to turn

a pot into a pond. Using readily

available supplies, you can convert

virtually any pot or container into

a fabulous mini fountain.

------- T L R I R N Y

{ Preparing the pot

AAEEBSEE

TET]

@ SCRUB THE POT using a suitable
outdoor cleaner and a stiff-bristled

FAAREEEE R

brush or broom. Rinse thoroughly,
then leave to dry completely.

- TIP We used 30 Seconds Outdoor
« Cleaner towash the pot interior.

.
L]
T R R ey
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WORDS AND PICTURES ADAM WOODHAMS

The greatest advantage of this type
of water feature is that you can match
the look of it to any style of landscape
just by selecting a pot that suits.

You’'ll find the hardest part of this
project is waiting for the paint to dry.

All you need is a pot, pump,
sealant and waterproof putty, then
simply seal the pot, fill it with water,
add the pump and switch it on.

Thoroughly clean the interior of the pot, following the surface preparation instructions
on the tin of waterproofing paint, then seal any drainage holes with putty.

@ SEAL THE DRAINAGE HOLES with
epoxy putty by kneading a small piece
until blended to a consistent colour.

Push the putty firmly into the drainage
holes, leaving an overlap on the inside
of the pot. Leave it to cure.

I WATERPROOF NGt
PAlﬂI‘hﬁﬁi;

We created a unique fountainhead
by adapting an old
sandstone grinding
wheel and added
a pond light for
extra atmosphere
at night-time. >

Aquapro 18 LED Multi Colour Pond/Garden
Light, %90. aguatecequipment.com

2
© APPLY WATERPROOFING PAINT

to the interior with a roller, allowing
it to cure between coats. Position

el

the pot inits final location and check
for level from side to side, then back
to front using a spirit level. :

L
T R P N T

illiiiliiil‘lliiI‘i‘liiiiihliiiﬁiiﬁiii\b

CTURE |TOF] THINKSTOCK

G ADMM WDODHAMS/ TODAY S GARDEN P

o
G
S
@)
o
-

A large cauldron pot was used for this pond,
but almost any shape or size will work well.
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OUTDOOR

answers for your
watergarden made easy

PLAIN RISER

1

> .
_ ; 'ﬁ‘ﬂ@\"“ ¥ The most comprehensive and trusted
Select the pump watergarden range in Australia.

When it comes to pumps, the key isto  pipe may be required for a deep pot. CONTEMPORARY

get one that can push an appropriate You can decide on the output = WATERBELL

:'C:]U-t'l'll'.' of water to t-ht': t'-t:qun"ct:-l height. or f:::l-mtaiﬂhcad Elft-l':l‘tht'.' I_;.I{:rt has T > 17 - . b2, '1 Pond SyStemS o S.UDmerSIble Pumps ? Pond Ca re &.F”tratlon
This is expressed as the volume been filled, allowing you to compare -t 3 . RN Pond ng h-n ng " Waterfeatu res - PO nd P| Umb|ng

flow rate at the height of the output the different styles.

above the water level of the pond. Instead of choosing oid : : I

The volume of water flowing a pump that will run flat '
decreases with the height of the out to meet demand, opt
output. Check the pump packaging, for one with a slightly i : 33 i ] [ — -
as it should have a graph showing higher capacity than : e e | A i
the pressure drop-off with height, to needed, adding an in-line s, By o _ I Wi
help you to select the right pump. tap to adjust the flow rate. : SO

i o : ; | | ERFALL
| ..Pul:‘ilf:n_m t.hf p.ump .n"l.t.ht _[iut and | . ] iy 8 @ D U“FUTF o .#

decide on the fitting needed for the Aquapro 20W Fountain ; : i . > q;di' LINER &
output or fountainhead. It comes with Pump Kit, $82. # — ol E -

" Checking the weight

Where you locate your finished pond volume by multiplying depth by
requires careful consideration, not height by width, taking 15-20% off
only in terms of aesthetics but also the total if the pot is very curved.
due to its overall weight. Convert the cubic volume to

To work this out, add together litres. So if the volume is 0.125m?
the weight of the pot, that equates to 125L or 125kg.
pump and water, plus Don't position a filled pot that
any extras such as weighs more than 100kg
awaterspout. on the outside edge of

One litre of water —— ' any cantilevered balcony
weighs Tkg and there oron atimber deck
are 1000L in a cubic unless it's directly above
metre. Work out the a bearer and a pier or post.

Available from your local

onien s I ZUNNINGS
warehouse

LEFT] ALAMY

-
fgsssasassssssnsansaEassEsansssnasnessnnaan®

*ICTUREITOP
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aquatecequipment.com
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@ \ysterious moai

Handyman reader Richard Hanman
had always wanted to construct an
impressive statue in his backyard.

After retiring last vear, he finally
had time to make his dream come true.

He built this replica of a moai, the
monolithic statues carved on Easter
Island between 1250 and 1500AD,
About 900 moai can still be found
on the remote island today.

‘I have always wanted to create
something of statuesque proportions,
and this replica weighs three and
a half tonnes,” says Richard.

It took Richard two weeks, working
two hours a day, to build. He started
by constructing the concrete slab

SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman

RichaFd's'statueiis the talking
paoint of the neighbourhood.

that forms the base, adding
a central pole for stability.

Most of the moai were carved
from a type of volcanic rock that
is native to Easter Island, called tuff.

Many archaeologists believe
that the statues were ‘'walked’ into
position by teams of people working
together pulling ropes.

Richard’s statue, on the other hand,
was built in situ from Hebel blocks
cut and arranged in the shape of the
figure. The blocks were positioned in
layers to form a shell, then each layer
was filled with concrete.

“To create the appearance of stone,
I rendered the statue,’ says Richard.

Hebel blocks on a concrete base form
the main structure of the statue.

A cement render finish gives it the

appearance of being made from stone.

CASH
FORDIY

Send us photos of your DIY project

for your chance to win $300 and
have it published in Handyman.
Take high-resolution before
and after pics, plus one of
yourself, then submit them
online at handyman.net.au.

| .
Wb Al s

5
e
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Scan with Smartphone
www.3mtekk.com.au [s]p
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Federation mailbox

by building a decorative pine post

ven if you splash out on a designer
letterbox, it may look out of place
in front of a traditional home,
while plain letterboxes lack character.
So mount an ordinary letterbox on
a Federation-style stand, made from an
1850 x 90 x 0mm Hé treated pine post.
The letterbox itself is secured to

» Letterbox

measurements in mm

a 400 x 90 x ?0mm support arm with a
decorative flourish at the end. Brace the

arm with a fancy verandah bracket and
top the post with a turned timber capital.

Adjust the post so the letterbox
is at a comfortable height, allowing for
t00mm of post in the ground.

With more than 45 shapes and sizes
of letterboxes to suit any D.LY. project,
head to your local Bunnings Warehouse
for expert team member advice or
visit bunnings.com.au,

BRACKET TEMPLATE
20 x 20mm grid

Buy a readymade verandah bracket or transfer the

Australia Post recommends the letter slot . . .
template onto treated pine to cut DIY with a jigsaw.

Sandleford Dune Post Mounted is positioned 200-1200mm from the ground.

Mailbox in White, $10.40.

CENTRELINE

SUPPORF
ARM

T,

VERANDAH

S it
RELIEF
CUTS

H FINISH THE STAND by touching

up the paintwork. Use adhesive to attach
the capital, then secure a store-bought
or DIY verandah bracket with adhesive

CUT THE HOUSING by making 45mm
deep relief cuts using a circular saw,
then chiselling out the waste. Drill
&6.5mm clearance holes and secure

EI MARK ATAPER of 90 x 20mm on
each top corner, then chamfer the post
using a block plane. Use a 20mm auger
bit to drill a 30mm deep hole for the
capital in the centre of the top.

A CUT THE CURVE using a jigsaw with
an extra-long blade to make parallel

Kl MARK THE CURVE at the end of the
support arm by marking the centreline
on the timber and using a paint tin to
trace a smooth arc above and below it,
joining them into an S-shaped curve.

relief cuts to the marked curve. Cut
away the waste to create the curve,
then sand smooth using a belt sander.

the arm with 100mm bugle screws. and two 50mm x 8g screws.

»Add traditional style to a store-bought letterbox

SUPPORT
ARM

VERANDAH
BRACKET

»Sinking the post

Excavate a T00mm deep hole
200mm in diameter, then add
a 100mm layer of gravel in the base.
Position the post and plumb it
using a spirit level before securing
with guick-set concrete. Slope the
top away from the post to improve
water runoff, then leave to dry.
Secure the letterbox to the arm
using 25mm % Bg panhead screws
through the pre-drilled mounting
holes in the base of the box.




For classifieds bookings contact Cristian Arratia on (02) 9018 6253 or email cristian.arratia@rd.com

E7E Diamond
Chainsaw Sharpening Kit

1400 RPM 12v D.C. miniature drill motor.
Finger tip three position switch for ease of operation.

STANLEY

Handyman
BUYER’S GUIDE

4-IN-1 ROLLING
WORK STATION

The Stanley FatMax Work Station

is 4 storage solutions in one —
toolbox, parts bins, portable tray
and an oversized lower compartment,
Featuring ball bearing slides and
durable structural foam construction,
this is one tough tool box.

MHHMI2E3A

Take the DIY option for your home improvement STANLEY =Sl Unique combination DC plug.

EAT M A X Splits for use on battery poles.
. : = ; Model CSK
ro ECtS b ChOOS]-n the bESt tOO]-S and e U]- ment SHARPEST TOOL Includes three diamond chainsaw sharpeners with guide.
IN THE SHED i -
Sizes: 5/32, 3/16, 7/32.
fro 1 OUT 1IN arke‘t round-up Stanley FatMax Thru Tang Chisels Angle marks on guide show
feature a soft grip handle for primary angle (30° or 35°).
| maximum control and quality o

chrome alloy steel blades for Diamond shafts precisely sized.
a superior cutting edge. Use the '= -a Aooilable ot Wil not distort or shatter,
steel strike cap with a hammer L b, el Hook angle remains constant.

for increased cutting force.

JHERSA

British Paints®
4 Seasons®

e Formulated to help e
protect your home 4 British ® Paints
from all weather e 4
conditions. 4 | SEASONS 5 ¢

e 15 year guarantee.

* UV protection.

e Self-priming on
most surfaces.

* Mould resistant.

RYOBI
.llLithlum 36V

Available at The Mazda BT-50 is tough, comfortable

BmgU‘Nng[NGS and equipped with more safety features The IXL Eco Tastic® & IXL Eco Vent, clearly the best

& | than ever before. choice for bathroom heating and ventilation.

British b Pa i n-ts w Visit your nearest Mazda Call 1368 727 421 or visit .Xl

mazpa | Dealer or BT-50.com.au www.ixlappliances.com.au Inmvating < 1950

Find out more at
www.britishpaints.com.au

Visit www.ryobi.com.au/36V to view the 'rangé.
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EHBE A LIFESAVER 419 o, . l 'r.r; | |! Ag :':: ;,-.". .::, !I I
: ‘ " S i | ,5’ ' Water Putty ! I ,

ﬁ Royal Life Saving Gl Ed . ﬁ }M' y 1 Al S
ROYAL LIFE SAYING SOCIETY - ALISTRALIA i . I | { 1 | 1 . | bp -I |I k o | 9.9 |71 ¢ . | :I II: I.

)
| ' I I"i :ml'fk. !? rl}

! LATCﬂ ] A multi-purpose filler for patching,

; SAFE - : levelling and filling wood flooring, trims,
CHECK IT. FIX IT. WATCH IT. plaster and concrete.
Download a pool safety checklist v Range of sizes from 500g to 20Kg

visit www.homepoolsafety.com.au v/ Dries hard, can be drilled  SE=="""

or scan the GR code sawn and sanded

‘look for- A = 5 | vkt ¢ aravear
T : gj Agnew’s 5 dry in 10 mins ¥ Large range of colours
at all good garden ce ntr es : ; v H;;It';';ﬁljsnﬁff::? é:;;gdd S MULTI-PURPOSE FILLER [ + Multi-purpose enamel + Excellent coverage
ey g \ 3, 2 + Professional finish + Easy to use

+ Dynamic colour + Safe to spray - CFC and lead free

8 vl winply e with v 0
Wttt arg fifing Mﬂﬂlﬂ” i
Dy fuped] e, naite e . \} "1:

E:E Il-enumm..ﬁ L i".,-

Available at leading hardware & paint stores
WWW. agnewswaterputty com.au |

i [

KILL TERMITES THE EASY WAY!

FROM THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE CHEMICALS FOR THE PEST CONTROL INDUSTRY

s Masses of flowers
» Tolerate wind and rain
» Perform in full sun and high heat

e Brilliant for landscapes . .com.au
¢ 12 colours to select from CREATING WAVES FOR POOL SAFETY

v Value for money

1/ White Knight 42 TAUBMANS

AGWP 1072 BHAD

Dulux Design
Chalkboard

[urn Iy \.'x-'n” into o -f'tl“f.' "' |.':--:':--.’1|’f.'.

The deep black colour suits
kitchens or children's rooms

and provides the perfect
contrast tor bright chalk colours

Finally, a complete “DIY” TERMITE
treatment. No more pest controllers
needed. As easy as 1-2-3.

For more interiors inspiration,

visit Dulux.:um.uu 1 Install Superway Termite Baiting Stations

around your property & inspect for actwlty
every 2-3 weeks.

Superway
Compact
Termite Baiting '

Stations are
now available
- call us now

2 As soon as the Baiting Stations become
active, apply the Termite treatment to
the station. (Superway owned & APVMA approved)

y
3 Termite colony destroyed - re-use |
Baiting Station

FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACK, | == =
SEE CONTACT DETAILS BELOW: =

Angle & Scroll brackets

Make-A-Bracket system
Heavy & Light duty stayed brackets

M) BOSCH Hand Rail & Stair brackets We have lots of products to help you with weeds and pests. Check out our whole range on our website. SU PERWAY
o . g GARDEN AG & PEST PRODUCTS P/L
Quality, Strong and Durable Brackets www.superway.com.au 1300 302 938 e S ot e

WwWw.rcr.com.au

Invented for life

- — e o e a8 i =
T v R ST i e e e




Savender Suatel

HANDCRAFTED FOR YOUR PATCH

Howard and Steve at Plant Growers Australia have spent decades
handcrafting Lavenders to suit Australian conditions. Sourcing the
best genetics from the world over, the Lavender Patch collection
brings years of Lavender breeding expertise straight into your garden.

With extensive trials, proven performance and global success behind it,
the Lavender Patch collection is a great Aussie horticultural innovation.

The secret is out. Take home what the experts plant today - there’s one
just right for your patch.

Y ordd rerowned

* Outstanding garden performance

* Colour & fragrance

* Low hedging & containers

nnlng fo the newselasnasoy lcan/

UenjoyTbtstofl velyL 'blooms anc9 l1c1ou5 Ve

a / )

:
-ﬁ;;g’ﬂ;,ﬁ*f endir
______u:r’{ " | ekt

SLavender Sutel

is exclusive to B“‘Hﬁ;‘lghl uNl |G ES

SZPGA | STYLE A L0 _'

SOLUTIONS
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Plant the seeds of these flowers Raise these vegies for an Crops sown in late autumn

in every climate zone. early summer harvest. are now ready to pick.
CALIFORNIAN POPPY CARROT BEAN <3
EVERLASTING DAISY

POTATO CAPSICUM

PORTULACA 1 RADISH FENMNEL
NASTURTIUM "Hh@} SILVERBEET PEA
' LETTUCE

RUDBECKIA LR TOMATO

Tidy up overgrown plants, waiting Give plants in bud or flower, and

until after the last frost in cold zones. certain fruiting plants, a boost.
AUTUMN-FLOWERING PLANTS APPLE TREES
EVERGREEN HEDGES CAMELLIA
g FRUIT TREES IRIS
g HAWAIIAN HIBISCUS PAWPAW
? PASSIONFRUIT VINES MULBERRY
5

PLANT chillies in the backyard for
spicy homemade dishes, page 150.

SHOW the kids how to have fun with
plants and grow indoor trees from fruit
pips and pineapple tops, page 16(0.

CHOOSE the healthiest plants at the
nursery this spring, page 164.

@ "

wdF

" ryobi.com.au. g

el RYOBI.
: '.-_-’. T NE +




Get ready for the busiest time in
the garden with a general tidy-up
and a little TLC for roses.

DEADHEAD winter-blooming
shrubs that have finished flowering.

CUT BACK and prune to shape
evergreen summer-flowering
plants like mandevilla.

PLANT evergreens and dormant
deciduous shrubs after the last
frost in cool 2zones.

PRUNE native plants lightlyin
subtropical and tropical areas.

FEED roses in warm climates
regularly, and water and mulch.

SPRAY young rose seedlings
with preventative fungicide.

CUT OFF parts of trees and shrubs
damaged by winter storms or frost.

TRANSPLANT container-grown
roses into garden beds and water
regularly until established.

HOSE OFF aphids on 5 e
new shoots and check
roses for any other

WATER and feed
lawns in all zones.

TAKE cuttings
of frangipani,
hibiscus and
poinsettia in hot

climate zones.
~ FRANGIPANI

THINKSTOCK

PICTURE

Covered with scented white
blooms during spring,
Choisya "White Dazzler’ is
a versatile evergreen shrub.
Called the Hedge with
an Edge, it can be used for
tormal and informal hedging,
and in mixed borders. Or you
can grow it in containers to take
advantage of its 1.2 x 1.2m size.
Prune it to look formal or let
it grow naturally, then trim it to
shape after flowering finishes.
Bred to have increased frost
tolerance and a more compact
habit, this choisya, from PMA
(pma.com.au) is easy-care with low
water needs once established.
Give it a position in full sun
and a feed in early spring to enjoy
its deep green foliage year round.

"WHITE DAZZLER'

! @AUSTRALIAN

GARDEN SHOW
-~

Marking the official start of the
annual NSW spring floral and garden
event season, the Australian Garden
Show is on at Sydney’s Centennial
Park from 4-7 September.

There's something for everyone,
including a fresh flower market, free

children’s area and floristry workshops.

Don Burke and Graham Ross
are just two of the famous Aussie
gardeners taking part, with Indira
MNaidoo and Myles Baldwin returning
as ambassadors for the show.

For more information, go to
australiangardenshowsydney.com.au,

EXTEND YOUR POWER.

el RYOBI
2R ONEfRg

The new Ryobi hybrid line trimmer. Switch from electric g to battery for unlimited reach.
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mreat guide

Don't put off starting that
edible garden any longer. With
Grow Your Own Fruit & Veg by
Alan Buckingham (Penguin, $40)
you can get going right away.

The varieties showcased in
the book are all Aussie faves for
temperate and tropical gardens,
and easy-to-follow seasonal charts
take the guesswork out of sowing,
transplanting and harvesting.
=8 - Featuring

w step-by-step

pictures and
troubleshooting
guides, this
book is full
of practical
adwvice for

)
- p

. il 4"
rowgglobal flavour™
Turn your vegi€ patch into'a T-EIEHI'-
international smorgasbord with
Johnsons new World Kitchen range
of seeds, from $3 to $5 each.

With classic and exotic herb s

* '

Sow and grow essential ;
ingredients for the famous and =~
flavoursome cuisines of the
Americas, Asia, Europe, France
and the Mediterranean.s

and vegetable varieties from five Every seed packet has tips

hands-on

d|5t|nc.tul|nary regions from gardening.

around the world, ybu can spice up
. . n . . i
your repertoire or [Barn new dishes. at johnsons-seeds.com.au. ‘:_

A e

.......................................................................................................................

on how to cook and use the crop,
withfull recipes available online

|""‘i___l_ e ]
- AT - --:Ihdrﬂw
LOWIILE SEeclSs

. Spring is the prime time to sow seeds and while the basic technigue is the same for vegies and flowers, the heat and

light requirements may differ. For best results, wash the trays thoroughly and use a seed-raising mix not potting mix.
M ' —

TIMBER

SEER=RAISING
MIX

£} OVERFILL A TRAY with moist

) SPRINKLE THE SEEDS evenly and ) WATER THE SEEDLINGS regularly

seed-raising mix, then level and firm  sparingly across the surface of the soil. and when they're large enough to =
the surface with a piece of timber. Sieve a thin layer of mix over the top, handle, thin out and transplant into : %
TIFP Atray cover stops the mix drying then mist with water or stand the trayin  more trays or individual pots to give E
out, but remaove it after germination. shallow water until the surface is moist.  them enough space to grow. h §
S e = LI T L T Py e Wa'sesmaepaannas P : saasssns srasah E
E

- el ——— 3
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Festival of flowers
The biggest floral festival in the
southern hemisphere is back
from Saturday 13 September at
Canberra’s Commonwealth Park.

In its 27th year, Floriade is
a month-long extravaganza of
blooms, demonstrations and fun.

The 2014 theme is Passion,
and the festival features four

Designer pots
Get the paint-dipped look
outdoors with Rust-0leum Peel
Coat, $27, a versatile spray paint
that provides a soft, rubberised
coating for decorating almost
anything [rustoleum.com.aul.
Use it on pots, chairs and buckets,
then peel it off to change the look.

It leaves no residue and also )
works well as a comfort grip on the
handles of garden tools. Washable
and durable, it comes in Matt Black,

Matt White and Semi-gloss Clear.
- -

FLORIADE -
SAUSTRALIA S

themed weeks, kicking off with
Arts and Culture, followed by
Food and Wine, Family Friendly,
then Outdoors and Adventure.
Finishing up on Sunday
12 October, this celebration of
spring offers heaps to see and do,
including the popular NightFest,
a twilight event featuring light
shows, comedians and markets.
To find out more, visit
floriadeaustralia.com.

ONE SMALL STEP FOR KELSO...
...ONE POWERFUL STEP FORYOU

Our new PowerStep™ digging tools allow you to put more power into digging
with safer foot traction. And of course you can still rely on the traditional Kelso
range of wheelbarrows to help clear it away.

For additional information:
Contact Ames True Temper Australia Pty Ltd on (Australia) 1300 367 387

BUILT STRONGER TO LAST LONGER

Available at

PuNHINGE

TRADE T&
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Did you

Know?

Smokin' Ed’s ‘Carolina Rea per’ chilli
_ I‘!u[ds the Guinness Worlqg Record
title for the hottest chilliin the w?ﬁﬁé

——

Grown and harvested by Ed Curri

and the Puckerbutt Pepper I:n:mu:n.alr:-:T ;
inthe USA, it rates 1,569,300 on the

Scoville Scale. This could be too hot

- for even the most ardent chilli Lover

lover
If you find yourself Hitﬁ;n:ﬁ. ;
Mouthful of chilli, the most affact;
remedy is yoghurt or mTlE:etF .
when combined with cucumber as i
raita, the Indian cnnﬂimeﬁi:

Don't rea

ch for cold water e ﬂ
astheycang 1y ﬁEE.if-;y-

Ctually increase the heat.
o

BICTUHE DETTY IMAGES

HETURES [FAR RIGHT) CHERYL MADDOCKS [TOF| THINKSTOCK

Some like it hot

Easy to grow, good for you and boasting a multitude of
culinary uses, chillies are a great addition to your diet

hey bring tears to your eyes,
| make your nose run and burn
your mouth, but chillies are still
lowved by millions of people worldwide.
Chillies belong to the Solanaceae or
nightshade family, which also includes
potatoes, tomatoes and eggplants.
Native to South America, they have
been part of our diet for centuries.
About 6000BC, the inhabitants
of Brazil and Peru began eating wild
chillies, known as aji. Traces from this
period have been found in Peruvian
burial sites, so they were cherished
enough to be carried into the afterlite.
They're good for your health, too.
As well as being high in vitamin C,
eating them in a meal
helps control insulin
levels, according
to research by the
University of Tasmania.
Regular consumption
of chillies is also reputed to be
beneficial for inflammatory
diseases, and they have long
been used in herbal medicine
to stimulate the circulatory
and digestive systems.

WORDS CHERYL MADDOCKS

Handle with care
A chemical in chillies, called capsaicin,
gives them their heat and therapeutic
value, And the more a chilli contains,
the hotter it will be.
Chillies are rated on a heat scale
known as the Scoville Scale, which
is divided into heat units. It is based
on the dilution of ground chillies in
sugar water to measure their pungency.
Most of the capsaicin is contained
in the seeds and white ribs inside
the fruit. Removing both from the
chilli will reduce the heat.
Capsaicin levels in chillies
are affected by the climate
and environment, as well
sl as by the cultivar.
Cool weather and
too much nitrogen in
the soil can slow the

TIP Wear gloves or wash
your hands after handling
chillies, and don't rub your

eyes or other sensitive areas. »

production of capsaicin.

Pohlmans 140mm Ornamental
Chilli, from $B. pohlmans.com.au

.
E

Chillies can be dried and stored
or frozen fresh, whole or chopped.
DRY in the sun outdoors or on
a windowsill, then cut in half
lengthways and place on baking
paper. Turn every day until dry.
Or thread the stalks on cotton
and hang in a well-ventilated, dry
spot for at least three weeks, .
STORE chillies when dried inan :
airtight container for up to a year.
FREEZE fresh chillies in freezer

ETERY

- bags for about six months.

Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014
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Chillies come from the same wild
species as the capsicum, and

there are more than 200 varieties

of these short-lived perennial plants.
In many parts of the world they are
known as hot peppers.

Chilli fruit follows white flowers
and comes in lots of shapes and sizes.
Depending on the variety, they can
ripen from green to shades of yvellow,
orange, brown, purple or red. The more
mature a chilli is, the hotter it will be.

Choose a variety ¥
A - . . /."

HABANERO This chilli has small
tangerine-coloured bell-shaped fruit.
CAYSAN The long green tapered
fruit of this plant turn bright red.
THAI The fruit of this variety change
colour through shades of green,
cream, purple and red.

CHA CHA Eye-catching white fruit
tinged with purple mature to orange.
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These warm-season plants can
be grown in tropical and subtropical
climates all year round.

If you grow your own, you will be
rewarded with a bountiful harvest.

The seeds can be sown from August
to December in temperate areas and
from September to mid-November
only in cold climates, They are also
available as seedlings from nurseries.
SOW seeds 6mm deep in punnets,
zently pricking out the seedlings and

JALAPEMNO This variety has green
medium-sized fruit that mature from
purple-black to red.

JALAPENO MEXICANA The green fruit
turn purple-black upon maturity.
ANAHEIM This variety has thick-fleshed
fruit that are ideal for stuffing.
SERRANOD Turning from green to red,
the fruit of this chilli are thin-skinned.

transferring them to 100mm pots,
giving them a sunny position. Plant
them in the garden in a sheltered spot

in full sun when they are 150mm high.

The so0il should be free-draining
and enriched with either compost,
aged cow manure or Yates Dynamic
Lifter before planting.

TIP Chilli seeds can also be sown
directly into garden beds.

MULCH around the plants using either
lucerne hay or pea straw.

FEED when flowers appear with Yates
Dynamic Lifter Plus Fruit Food.

Avoid fertilisers high in nitrogen,
especially when the plants are young,
so there is not too much leaf growth
at the expense of fruit.

Decorative and
edible, chillies will
grow well in pots.

Use a premium
potting mix,
water regularly and
give them periodic
feeds of a soluble
complete fertiliser.

Mr Fothergill's Chilli Shake Seeds, about
3. mrfothergills-seeds-bulbs.com.au

SEVILLE A compact variety that
produces masses of small fruit that
change to orange as they ripen.
SALSA Perfect for pots, this compact
plant has lots of small fruit that turn
a brilliant red as they mature.
HUNGARIAN YELLOW WAX The long
fruit of this chilli change from green
to yellow and light orange.

5ITOF GOTTOM CEMTRE] LEE DASHIELL ISOTTOM RIGHT) THINKSTOCK
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In the kitchen

Try these easy ways to use chillies in

your everyday meals.

B TOSS into pasta dishes and stir-fries.

®m MAKE chilli oil by warming 500ml

of olive oil in a pot. Add 20g of dried

red chillies and a couple of whole fresh

red chillies, then heat for 3-4 minutes,
Decant into a sterilised bottle

and seal. Store in a dark, cool spot and

use after 3-4 months.

B MARINATE king prawns in chilli, lime

and garlic, then cook on the barbie.

® TURN fresh chillies into sambal

oelek, an Indonesian chilli paste.
Remove the stems, then chop

the chillies in a blender. Add a little

vinegar and salt, then process until

a paste forms. Put in a sterilised jar

and keep in the fridge to add to recipes.

® ADD chillies to your favourite meat,

fish or chicken marinade.

» MAKE chilli jam. >

s Drange

= White

Plenty of colour options to

MIX It UP with Sunpatiens!

+ Masses of flowers
» Tolerate wind and rain
 Perform in full sun and high heat
« Brilliant for landscapes and containers

FOR THE SUIN

* 12 colours available:
o Putaons,

Jaoriaus Jul 8 * Blush Pink * Hot Coral = Red
R s Light Coral * Lilac s Carmine Red
* Magenta * Corona

E * Deep Rose

» Electric Orange = Orange s White

Sunpatiens are available at your
local Bunnings garden centre
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Australia’s Largest Selection of Hot Sauces

We LOYE chillies and have all the uoods! -
Chile Mojo was born to bring you:

{ chilli seeds, growing tonics, live plants®, grow kits and other gardeners’ needs
{ Australia’s LARGEST hot sauce selection!

{ quality imported Mexican and American foods

{ chillies - dried, pickled, powdered, smoked, blended, bottled ....

- - & . O At
- _ Grow your own chillies o yol hgvea_l‘eaﬂ'ﬁt‘
W _supply of spi_:],rlfryitltalﬁtld t'ﬁ'yﬂ;[l_r n'ie'al_r:'f"’}_-

Chilli prawn and pea stir-fry

PREPARATION TIME 10 mins
COOKING TIME 6 mins
SERVES 4

INGREDIENTS
25g fresh ginger
1 fresh red chilli
300g white cabbage
1 tablespoon oil or canola oil
1 teaspoon sesame oil
300qg frozen peas
350g peeled cooked large prawns
4 tablespoons chopped
fresh coriander
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@) PEEL and finely grate the ginger.
Chop the chilli into slivers and
discard the seeds. Slice the cabbage
into thin strips, about 3mm wide.

@) HEAT the oils in a large frying pan
over high heat. Stir-fry the ginger and
chilli for a few seconds, then add the
peas. Stir-fry for 2 minutes or until
they are completely thawed.

) ADD the cabbage to the pan and
stir-fry for 3 minutes. Add the prawns
and cook for 1 minute to heat them
through. Toss in the coriander, stir,
then serve immediately.

COOK'S TIPS

B SELECT the chillies according to

how hot you want the dish to taste.
The strength is usually stated on

the packaging. Mild to medium are

good with light ingredients, and

starchy accompaniments, such as

noodles and rice, will absorb the heat.

W USE ordinary or baby frozen peas
in this recipe. Both work well, but
baby peas are sweeter.

B SWAP the prawns for small

fresh scallops, and use them whole
or slice large ones.

*E READER'S MGEST SUPER FODDS SUPER EASY @ 2012

{ kitchenware, shirts, partyware, books and heaps more HOT gift ideas
{ find it all online at www.chilemojo.com.au - orders shipped daily

NOW

BIGGEH
BETTER

at 395 Magill Road

HANDYMAN SPECIAL

10% fFaIl?lnline
orders when
promocode

‘handy’ is used **

4

www.chilemojo.com.au
08 8333 1931 «valid for orders placed
395 Magill Road W
St. Morris SA 5068
w# www.facebook.com/pages/Chile-Mojo/152575381452

*chile seedling plants available Oct-Dec in-store only
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B All about
bush tucker

Living off the land provides a healthy and free seasonal
diet full of nutrients capable of fuelling an active lifestyle

undreds of kilometres from

supermarkets and fast food

outlets in remote parts of
Australia, many indigenous people live
off the land with a bush tucker diet.

The food-hunting survival skills,

passed down for generations, ensure
outback inhabitants can survive on
a bush diet and lifestyle, marked by
long-distance walkabouts crucial for
fleeing seasonal floods and famine,

WORDS MONICA NYE

This DIY style of sustenance
includes foraging for witchetty grubs,
picking macadamias, digging for honey
ants and fishing for barramundi, which
makes a bush tucker diet low in fat,
high in protein and preservative-free.

Clarence Slockee, Educational
Coordinator for Aboriginal Programs
at The Royal Botanic Garden Sydney,
says that while it is traditionally
associated with the outback, edible

native fauna and flora is available
anywhere in Australia, so the term
bush tucker is really a misnomer.
‘Any native equivalent seems
to automatically end up with
the word bush before it, like bush
tomato, bush potato and bush
banana,” savs Clarence.
‘This is mainly because these foods
are indeed found in the drier climes
of what is termed the outback.” >

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Commercialising bush plants

According to Clarence, the two big commercially available bush medicines are eucalyptus and tea tree oil,
while macadamia nuts are Australia’s major commercially grown bush food and are exported overseas.

The leaves were traditionally used to
make an infusion or oil for treating
pains, sinus congestion, fever and
colds. High-grade eucalyptus oilis
created from the blue mallee tree.

L L R R R R R s R R R R R R R R RN NI N E N LY
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TEATREE

This oil, sourced from the leaves of the

Melaleuca alternifolia, or tea tree, can
be used to treat coughs and colds. The
leaves can be made into a poultice for
wounds or infused to treat sore throats.

MACADAMIA

This small but nutritious Australian
nut is the only native crop to be
traded internationally as a food
product, and 70% of our harvest is
exported to more than 40 countries.

T R R I R R R N I T N R T T N TR ITIT L
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Native gardens ¥

Bush food gardens are fairly
low maintenance and reward the
home grower with ingredients to
add a uniguely Aussie flavour to
awide range of recipes.

To grow bush tucker, start
with easily available plants such

as riberries and warrigal greens,

and be realistic about the yields.
Choose plants suited to your

climate zone and conditions, like

self-sowing endemic natives.

M o

pe

hS

Hardy natives suited to the Aussie
climate, bush tucker plants have little
need for fertilisers or pesticides.
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y .-r'" ~— Native Aussie foods ‘I'm sure there are many people Global appeal 3 .
e P ” ‘Many other foods still grouped in remote communities who still rely Apart from food, Aussie flora also Pre pari ng the tucker
/ P 'E r’jﬁd‘-— —-—undcr the bush tucker label are solely on traditional food sources for provides effective medicinal remedies. Aussie bush tucker is traditionally

actually rainforest plants, such as
lemon myrtle and Davidson’s plum,
which are grown in more coastal
locations,” says Clarence.

Bush tucker is defined as native
fauna and flora. It includes protein
such as crocodile and kangaroo meat,
nuts, seeds, leaves, berries and flowers,
as well as other edible plants.

Some of the survival skills vital to
indigenous people include simple ways
of telling whether a plant is poisonous.

periods throughout the year.

‘Once upon a time, Aboriginal
people lived entirely off the land quite
happily for over 40,000 years.’

Bush survival tricks
Living off the land is easy when you
know how to avoid potentially lethal
vegetation, says Clarence.

‘There are a few little tricks to
know if you're in an area with
vegetation that's not familiar, so you

Traditionally, bush remedies
were used to treat tired and aching
bodies, run down from the constant
demands of fending off enemies and
predators, or constantly setting up
home in a safer, more sheltered place.
The reputation and popularity

of bush tucker food has now ventured

tar beyond the camp fire, and the
coastal and rainforest areas of
Australia, as well as the tourist
confines of The Royal Botanic

eaten raw and is usually consumed
as soon as it's sourced.

This is primarily due to a lack of
refrigeration which, when combined
with the hot and dry climate as well
as the lack of preservatives, means
the food is likely to perish fast.

A crude mortar and pestle
may be used for grinding leaves,
herbs or spices for flavouring.

If meat or fish is being eaten, it is
cooked on a camp fire, which would

‘It all comes back to cultural don't eat the wrong thing,’ he says. Garden tours. then double as a heat source to take
: knowledge that's traditionally passed ‘Rub a bit of the plant on an area Today, it also the chill off long, cold desert nights. -
down through the generations as of sensitive skin like the inside of your enjoys a global Finger lime, mountain pepper and -
a part of day-to-day learning and wrist. Wait a while and if it doesn't reputation lemon myrtle can be used in sauces -
EUCALYPTUS survival,” says Clarence. react, then rub a little more of the for food and and seasonings for barramundi,
BLOSSOM ‘An Aussie bush tucker diet made plant on the inside of your mouth. medicinal plant crocodile and other meat.

AIETLRES [FAR RIGHT] TALISA CLAYIIO [RIGHT]I GETTY IMAGES

tor a very healthy Aboriginal and ‘Again, if vou wait a while without applications. '
Torres Strait Islander population, a reaction, taste a bit. If there’s still no Clarence picks a native ginger berry
prior to the introduction of European reaction, it's fairly safe to assume it's Parkland Australian Bush Foods 180mm . at The Royal Botanic Garden Sydney. :
foods like flour and sugar.’ not poisonous and safe to eat.’ Warrigal Greens, $14, from Bunnings. s A PR R S SN SRR SN TR SR S ST BN o o
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Looking for an easier way to keep your
.:,“’::ffalo lawn lush, green and weed-free?

A

/Wyates.

i
Great gardens are Yates gardens™
www.yates.com.au

5 TOF] THINKSTOCK |SUMYA MUTS]ALAMY [QUARDOGONG] GETTY IMAGES
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QUANDONG . L " WARRIGALGREENS | FINGERLIME

YaToo1eHL Pyatesina registered trade mark and ™ Weed'n'Faad and Buffale Pra are frade marks of DubixGroup (Australia) Py Ltd
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tor kids

Show junior green thumbs how easy it is t0
grow a tree from a seed, pip or cutting

he best way to get kids into

gardening is to go for fast results

and maximum enjoyment.

It's easy to grow a mini pineapple,

date or lemon tree in a pot indoors,

but don't expect too much in the way

of fruit from your new house plants.
Growing from a seed, pip, root or

top using grocery items or leftovers is

simple. The seedlings usually emerge

in just weeks but fruit can take years.
A great way to teach budding

gardeners, it's also rewarding and

a top way to create lots of free plants.
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Sprout tops and roots

Try growing pieces of carrot top,
ginger root or a sweet potato tuber
from the supermarket.

The leafy part of a pineapple
can be sprouted into a plant, as well
as beetroot and parsnip tops.
CARROT Cut off a carrot top just
below where the leaves grow.

Sit it in a shallow saucer of water
or push it gently into the surface of
a small pot of damp potting mix.

Ferny leaves will soon appear,
and eventually small white flowers.

GINGER Fill a seed tray with potting
mix and push in a piece of fresh ginger
root, making sure the knobbly eyes
are facing up. Half-cover the root with
moist mix and leave in a warm spot.
It will soon start to produce shoots
and roots, but for the ginger plant
to thrive and flower, it will need high
temperatures and humidity.
SWEET POTATO Buy a sweet potato
tuber and bury it in a grow bag or
a tub filled with potting mix.
Keep the bag or tub indoors in
a warm, well-lit position, such as on

SHUTTERSTOCK

*ICTURE

GHT| THINKS TOCK

HETUREITOR B

Sweet potatoes and pineapples
will sprout on a sunny windowsill.

a windowsill. The sweet potato will
gradually produce shoots and roots.

Earth up the shoots as they
develop and when the stems start to
wilt, dig up the plant and harvest the
sweet potatoes buried in the mix.
PINEAPPLE Choose a whole fresh
pineapple that has a medium-sized,
healthy-looking green top.

Cut off the top using a sharp
knife, then strip off the small basal
leaves to reveal a clear stump of about
25mm. Leave the stump to dry until
roots develop around the base.

PINEAFPPLE
STUMP

Rub off any dead tissue and
leaves, then gently push the stump
into a small pot filled with an open,
free-draining potting mix.

Position the pot in a sunny spot
with temperatures of at least 18°C.

New foliage will develop through
the top. As the plant grows, replant
it in a larger container and within
a few years, it should produce a baby
pineapple from a central shoot, >

Planting peanuts

Use shelled, raw nuts, as salted
or roasted ones won't germinate,

POTTING
MIX

) PUSH THE NUTS 25mm deep
into a pot of moist seed-raising
mix. Seal the pot in a polythene
bag and leave in a dark place for
one to two weeks to germinate.

EMERGING
SEEDLING

) REMOVE THE BAG and position
in a well-lit spot with at least
75% humidity and a temperature
of 20-30°C. Water well and mist
daily to maintain humidity.

) WHEN THE SEEDLINGS are
150mm tall, transplant each
one to a 300mm pot. Reduce the
humidity levels while the plants
are flowering to aid pollination.

Handyman.net.au SEFTEMBER 2014
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Pips and seeds

Seeds from store-bought vegies and
fruit, such as tomatoes, capsicums,
eggplants and melons, will germinate
easily on a sunny windowsill.

You can also try growing seeds
from apples, citrus and more exotic
fruits you've just eaten.

Any fruit from your seedling tree
will be different to the original fruit,
but the results are often interesting.

The exceptions are nectarines and
peaches. They can produce true to the
original fruit on a tree grown from a
stone and trained against a sunny wall.
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Growing a lemon tree

Citrus pips germinate easily at any time, but they will produce better plants if sown in
spring or early summer. TIP Feed lemon trees in spring and summer with a citrus plant food.

- &) PLANTSIX PIPS about 10mm

- deep and spaced evenly in a small

- pot of seed-raising mix, then water
well. Cover the mix with the base
of a clear plastic bottle.

"R
®

Get the kids to save their apple pips
and pot them up fér gardening fun.

TEMPERATE FRUIT TREES For apple,
pear, plum, cherry or peach trees,
plant three pips or stones into
seed-raising mix in a small pot.

Seal the pot in a polythene bag,
put it in the fridge for a few weeks to
speed up germination, then position
itin a cool, light spot indoors, keeping
the potting mix moist.

Separate the seedlings once they
are big enough to handle and plant
them individually in larger pots.

Water regularly and feed during
the growing season with a liquid
high-potash fertiliser.

SEED-RAISING
MIX

) SEPARATE THE SEEDLINGS when
they're big enough to handle. They
should appear after about a month.
Transplant them into individual small
pots filled with lime-free potting mix.

CITRUS TREES Some of the prettiest
plants can be raised from the pips of
oranges, lemons and grapefruit.

Citrus plants eventually form
bushy shrubs and produce flowers and
then edible fruit, but it may taste sour.

If the plants become large, prune
them to a manageable size, although
this will atfect fruit production.
TROPICAL TREES The stones of a few
exotic fruits like avocados and dates
develop into interesting house plants.

Date palms can be enjoyed indoors
for a few vears and the seedling tree
of an avocado plant grows tall and
looks like a rubber plant.

An avocado grown from seed may
mature fully and produce fruit if it is
grown in a heated conservatory.

Remove an avocado stone and
cut 10mm off the pointed tip.

Push the stone into potting mix
with the cut tip just showing. Add
gravel to the pot to improve drainage
and keep the soil moist, not wet.

TIP For a bushier shape, pinch out
the growing tip of the seedling.

H—EEDLING
LIMESEREE K
FOTTING ML

Y

) POSITION THE POTS in a cool
spotin bright but indirect light. As

the plants grow, replant them into
larger pots. Pinch-prune for a bushy

LT TR

shape or trim to size in late winter.
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NEW RELEASE
ROWERTEC

v Organically based liquid fish fertiliser suitable
for all Australian Natives including proteas.

v" Promotes healthy growth.

v Stimulates flowers and foliage.

v Conditions the soil through
liquid compost.

v Safe on phosphorus
sensitive natives.

+ Get more online AR ‘ Fr— _
Visit handyman.net.au/mag for J - AR . B _ el I\

solving Indoor Plant Problems. T y
EARTH CARE

e i——
—

PowerFeed

PLANT FOOD ) <>

Specially formulated

e ————

Dynamic Fertiliser and Soil Conditioner

POTTING Promotes healthy growth
MIX X : | Stimulates flowering and foliage
N Adds liquid compost to the soif

e .
EF J

@
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) UNCOVER THE POT as
soon as the seeds sprout.
Position in a sunny spot

and repot the shoots when

) SOAK THE STONES in
water for 48 hours, then

P— Litre )————
AUSTRALIAN MADE “——— AUSTRALIAN OWNED

plant vertically in a pot
filled with potting mix.
Cover with a polythene
bag, then leave the pot

in a warm cupboard.

100mm tall in individual
pots in a peat-based mix.
Don't overwater.

www.seasol.com.au

e Sy




164

Take home
healthy plants

Head to the nursery with the know-how to pick
the healthiest plants and get your garden growing

pring is in the air and most of
S us are keen to get growing and
pop a few plants in the ground.
But it’s disappointing to bring
home an armful of pot plants only
to have them curl up and die a week
after getting them in the ground.
The problem could have started at
the nursery. Most treat their potted
plants with care, but some may get
overlooked and become unhealthy.

Big isn’t best

It’s tempting to buy the tallest or
biggest plant, but equating size with
potential can be a waste of money.

The same applies to those bursting

with blooms. A better option is to go
for tight, compact growth with buds
and avoid any plants in fruit.

Avoiding pests and diseases

When buying from a nursery or
garden centre, it's unlikely you will
encounter many plant problems.

At other outlets, unless you
check that a plant has a clean hill
of health, you risk buying an ailing
specimen and spreading pests and

+ diseases around your garden.

SEFTEMEBER 2014 Australian Handyman

WORDS AND PICTURES JECCA BLAKE

Look for a weed-free, sturdy Look¥orfiartly ﬁlénts
young plant with lots of new shoots that af @ wBEd-free.
and buds, and a healthy root system oS .
that will flourish. '

Don't buy one that's twice the size
now, as it may end up spare, feeble and
gaunt. If you give a sturdy young plant
a good start, it will soon thrive.

This advice applies to climbers
as well, because while the plant
with the longest stems could end
up producing the most vigorous
erowth, it equally may not. >

Fiskars Aluminium Trawel,
%4, au.fiskars.cam

...........................................................

To check for signs of pests, hold due to nutrient
the plant up to the light and examine deficiency or
both sides of the leaves and the

VINEWEEVIL
another disease. : ANy
stems, particularly the new growth.

Black deposits on the leaves

The best way to
test for vine weevils in the soil is

indicate fungi growing on the excreta to give the stem a gentle pull. If the
of sap-sucking insects, so look for roots are being eaten, the plant will
aphids. Discoloured leaves may be easily come away from the soil,

STIBETTY IMAGES
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Make sure ‘fﬂ:l_l‘ spring garden beds
flourish by buying only the best plants.
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Planting in the garden Checklist

Growing from seed is rewarding, but for an instant seasonal - When you're searching for the right
garden bed, transplant potted specimens from the nursery. - a * plant for that empty spot in your

. garden, look for these signs and

| symptoms. If you have any concerns,
talk to the nursery staff.

Read the label

Only buy plants suited to the planting
site. You don't want a bougainvillea
against a south-facing wall, as it won't
flower. And a clivia planted in full sun

FLAMTING :'L.I".H'TEI.

- HOLE

- will get leaf burn and flower poorly.
- @) CHOOSE A SITE with the right @ WATER THE POTS thoroughlyto = TIP If the soil is too acidic, dig over
- amount of light and type of soil for drench the mix with a wateringcan, * the garden bed and add lime or

the plant. Dig a hole as deep as the then gently lift the plant, slightly - dolomite to raise the pH level.

pot and twice as wide using a trowel. breaking up the rootball by hand.

Inspect the roots
Lift up the pot and look
underneath it. If roots
= are growing
- through the

. PLANTING | . " - -

HoLE — > . i r A + drainage holes,
: , . - the plant could _ _ P A
be root-bound. . & A ‘ . 1 + To au;'nidl.; cqstly.'rnistake,ﬂﬁ_;k for ~
_ : . When it is _ / ; _f i?ta of healthy\buija,fn't stem gﬁuﬂh'.
: : - planted out, the roots " . - "
- ) ADD A SMALL HANDFUL of ) BACKFILL THE HOLE using the - grow in circles around The fact that it has been well
- slow-release fertiliser, then position trowel, then firm down the soilusing -  the rootball rather than watered on the day you see it doesn’t
- the plant in the hole so the top of the your fingers, but don’t compact it. - spreading out, mean it hadn't gone without a drink \
- rootball is level with the soil. Water the plant in well. : This eventually leads to the death for days beforehand, or that it -
. — - of the plant, as it can’t take up enough hadn't been lying on its side
: *  air, water and nutrients. in a shady corner.
: . If you buy a root-bound plant, Don't buy until -
tease out the roots before planting. you've found a healthier, | Powen ca |
TIP Watch for problems such as root more vigorous specimen.

rot, caused by overwatering.
Do a health check
Measure the soil level Look for signs of neglect, such as

If the plant is potted very high in the green foliage that is yellowing,
pot, the water will flow over the side leaves with brittle tips or petals
when it is watered, resulting in dry, collecting in the potting mix.

stressed plants. The soil should stop Any of these symptoms indicate _
about 25mm below the pot’s edge. the plant has been stressed and it is = Bo N D. STHONG B o N D.

best avoided. It may have suffered

: . Look for growth 2 from toa little water, not enough B~ w93 NEW Generation GARDENA Hose: with the NEW
: :  If an established plant shows poor s nutrition or another type of neglect. . 2 e innovative Power Grip profile, GARDENA ensures
: S - growth there’s a good reason for it, E Also look out for weeds, as apart R = a per‘fect and secure fit between the Hose and the
Add mulchto the'garlien B tc}-hel;: . s0 make sure it isn't stunted. _ _ % fmnT being a sign ‘of p-:?or -::ara_:, you Na gt . Driginal GARDENA system fittings.
keep the soil moist'and repelweeds. =4 =1 _ & : It may come from weak stock, so it - don’t want them catching a ride W
3 - - = ol LA A ' s will probably never amount to much, 5 home with you and spreading to
. ; or it may have been badly neglected. S other pots and garden beds.

[y

#GardenaAU

3
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warehouse

Add compost

A well-rounded source

of goodness, compost allows
water to penetrate the soil. It
provides slow-release nutrients, Use bark
attracts worms and encourages These mulches take longer
a healthy root system. Best of to break down, so they don't
all, you can make it from need applying as often. They
kitchen scraps. ' shade the soil, help retain
moisture, repel weeds and
look decorative, but don't
add many nutrients_ ‘
to the plants.

v GreenWall

www . holmanindustries.com.au

' efele’el e ige

Wa,ys to enrlch /‘
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Spread grass
Grass clippings add —~— -
nutrients as they decompose. ”;.« .,t
They also provide shade, keeping ' /H
roots cool and reducing water loss y
in hot weather. Mix them with
leaf litter or dig into the soil to Lay straw
avoid them forming a mat Lucerne hay and pea
that will repel water. straw strengthen the soil, so
they're highly recommended.
They also break down fairly
quickly, which gives the soil
a quick nutrient injection, and
can be dug in to speed up
the process.

For more information an this
product please scan tha QR
code with your mobile devica.
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Use manure
Cow manure improves
soil microe-organisms and
chicken manure, which is high in
nitrogen and phasphorus, is great
for the Lawn and vegie patch.
TIP Don't use manure from
\ carnivores, such as
5 dogs and cats.
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Too Chilli for you?

Bring some heat to the kitchen this Spring by growing your own Chilli’s with the HOLMAN GreenWall™.
This simple to install modular system comes complete with inbuilt drippers, watering each pot so you can have an edible
168 SEFTEMBER 2014 Australian Handyman wall of herbs all year round - Now that’s smart watering!
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' Powerfeed " Look for the new
S VALUE TWIN PACK

Promotes vigorous growth Stimulates flowering & fruiting

[ ]
Enhances colour and yield  Adds liquid compost to soil In Siore now
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