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WELCOME TO FURNITURE & CABINETMAKING

Welcome to...
…Woodworking books

If you’re anything like me, then each 
year sees a growing number of books 
added to your workshop library. The 

build-up is gradual and the thinking behind 
every acquisition is along the lines of ‘that’ll 
come in handy one day’. Just like that pile of 
precious offcuts in the rack, they have a habit 
of multiplying if you leave them alone long 
enough. I guess they’re also not dissimilar 
to tools in that respect! Every so often I’ll 
reassess the situation and ‘share’ my book 
surplus with friends or pass them down the 
line to other woodworkers for when their ‘one 
day’ comes around. As it happens, there’s 
no shortage of texts about woodworking to 
restock the shelves these days and, although 
not all of them are truly contemporaneous, 
they do, on occasion, offer a new spin 
on an old technique. Recent releases like 
Norwegian Wood and The Man Who Made 
Things Out Of Trees (see page 72) are even 
making the bestseller lists. It’s reached such 
a peak now that woodworkers often refer 
to the writings of old masters in a way that 
would once have been reserved for their 
most cherished possessions – hand tools. 

I was handed a book recently that was 
indeed written by an expert; John Davenport, 
a true master of his craft. It happens now and 
then, but for someone like me who’s always 
on the lookout for good material, it was 
genuinely uplifting. It wasn’t the book, 
however, that led me to the conclusion I had 
found a master craftsman. It was coming face 
to face with an item of his work; something 
that left me speechless and excited, but also a 
little sad. How many more super talented 
craftsmen have passed into obscurity, virtually 
undocumented, while we’ve been focusing on 
those with whom we’re already familiar?

Without wishing to complicate things even 
more, I think it’s time we put things into 
context when reading woodworking texts. 
Some of the finest tools ever made, 
for instance, are now available on the high 
street for a modest fee meaning that we 
woodworkers have never had it so good. 
Granted, it might not always feel like it when 
we tackle a new joint or technique, but at 
least the tools aren’t fighting us quite as 
much. Spare a thought, then, this month for 
the craftsmen who triumphed against all the 
odds just before this particular hand-tool 
renaissance. The talent and immense skill of 
craftsmen like John Davenport might not be 
repeated in quite the same way ever again.

Derek Jones
derekj@thegmcgroup.com
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John Davenport’s unfinished symphony, a 1/4 scale replica 
of a double-domed bureau bookcase
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thegmcgroup.com. 
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relevant, hi-res 

images wherever

it is possible

News&Events

Jan Waterson’s award-winning Velo chair

A new educational 
partnership is set to 

continue a rich heritage 
of preparing furniture 
designers and makers 
for their future careers. 
The Rycotewood Furniture 
Centre has partnered with 
Oxford Brookes University to 
deliver the Furniture: Design 
and Make Foundation Degree 
and BA (Hons). Rycotewood’s 
programmes have been 
validated by Oxford Brookes 
and will be delivered at City 
of Oxford College, which is 
part of Activate Learning.

Joe Bray, higher education 
programme co-ordinator at 
Activate Learning, said: “The 
Rycotewood name has a rich 
heritage in furniture design 
and making. The centre has 
been training students in 
the design and craft of fine 
furniture since the 1930s. In 
recent years this has included 
university-level programmes 
which prepare graduates 
for careers with some of the 
biggest names in industry. 
Our students have gone on 
to work for companies such 
as Benchmark, Matthew 
Burt, Philip Koomen and Halstock Cabinetmakers as 
well as building enviable reputations as bespoke designers 
and makers. Students also achieve success in national 
competitions on an annual basis. In 2015 these included 
winners of the prestigious Alan Peters’ Award, The 
Mixology Student Furniture Designer of the Year, New 
Forest Trust Fine Furniture Competition, Worshipful 
Company of Furniture Makers Bespoke Student Awards 
and Art in Action Student Art and Design Competition. 
This new partnership with Oxford Brookes University 
will strengthen our programmes even further and 
we look forward to working with colleagues in the 
faculty of technology, design and environment to equip 
students with the creative skills demanded by industry. 
The commitment to the future of furniture design and 
craft degree programmes is particularly encouraging at 
a time when programmes have closed elsewhere. The 
overwhelming support and enthusiasm from the Oxford 
Brookes team bodes well for the future of Rycotewood 
and the wider industry.”

The announcement follows a report published by the 
Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) 
in December, which highlighted student employability as 

a key strength of Activate Learning’s higher education 
programmes. It means that all Activate Learning foundation 
degrees and BA Hons programmes are now delivered in 
partnership with Oxford Brookes University. These include 
programmes in business, motorsport engineering, creative 
arts, health and social care and policing.

The Furniture: Design and Make Foundation Degree 
is a full-time two year course. On completion, students 
can choose to take a further top-up year to achieve the 
BA (Hons) qualification. The courses are now open for 
applicants wishing to start in September 2016. To find 
out more visit www.activatelearning.ac.uk/universitylevel 
or email he@activatelearning.ac.uk

Rycotewood student Jan Waterson recently won the Best 
in Show prize for his Velo chair at The Furniture Makers’ 
Company’s Young Furniture Makers (YFM) exhibition. 
Jan won an all expenses paid trip to Blum’s state-of-the-
art factory in Austria. His chair also took second prize 
in the YFM Bespoke category.

DETAILS: 
Contact: The Rycotewood Furniture Centre
Web: www.cityofoxford.ac.uk

New partnership and more awards
for the Rycotewood Furniture Centre
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This popular charity event returns in September

Passions come together
in shotgun restoration

Furniture Makers ‘putts’
charity golf day back on the map

A young British woodworker studying at 
the Chippendale International School 

of Furniture in Scotland has completed 
the restoration of a dilapidated shotgun. 
The meticulous restoration of the gun’s 
mechanism and its wooden stock and fore 
end took 18-year-old Adam Bragg over 50 
hours to complete. “Since I was very young,
I have always had two main passions – 
country sports and woodwork. So after 
leaving school in 2015, I wanted to make 
something before moving to Scotland to 
study at the Chippendale school,” he said.

He decided to restore an old Baikal 
over-and-under 12-gauge shotgun, 
whose mechanism had rusted solid and 
whose woodwork was entirely rotted. 
First, he stripped, cleaned and polished all 
the metalwork back to working condition,
then started on the wooden components.
He managed to locally source a beautiful 
piece of figured English walnut (Juglans 
regia), the preferred wood for gun stocks 
and, using one of his other guns as a 

18-year-old Adam Bragg spent 50 hours restoring 
this shotgun

template, transferred the dimensions
to the walnut blank.

Adam did an extensive amount of 
research, including speaking to professional 
gunsmiths on how to marry the metalwork 
of the gun to its new wooden stock. Once 
the stock and fore end were fitted, he 
carefully shaped and sanded them. All of 
the woodwork was then French polished to 
a beautiful gloss finish, and the chequering 
on the grips were then all hand cut. 

“I learned a huge amount from completing 
this project, and it has inspired me to 
pursue it further as a possible career
option. It unites my two passions in 
life, and the skills I’m learning at the 
Chippendale school are providing
additional expertise,” said Adam. “Not 
only do we learn modern woodworking 
techniques, but also the intricacies of 
furniture restoration – an important part
of learning how to make bespoke gun
stocks for individual customers or simply 
restoring their old shotguns or rifles.”

DETAILS:
Contact: Chippendale International School 
of Furniture
Web: www.chippendaleschool.com

One of the furnishing industry’s 
favourite charity days is being 

relaunched at an exciting new venue for 
2016. The National Golf Charity Day, 
first held more than 60 years ago, will 
be held on Wednesday 28 September at 
Oxfordshire Golf Club. There will be up 
to 100 places available to men and women 
golfers of all abilities from across the 
industry. Said Jonny Westbrooke, CEO 
of The Worshipful Company of Furniture 
Makers: “The national golf day has 
traditionally been among the highlights of 
our calendar of fundraising events and we’re 
delighted to be taking it to Oxfordshire 
Golf Club. It was chosen for its excellent 
championship course, its central location 
and the fact it has a hotel on site for anyone 
wishing to stay the night before.”

The day tees off with bacon rolls and 
coffee followed by an 18-hole Stableford 
competition with shotgun start. At the 
end of play, competitors can sit down to a 
two-course lunch, prize giving ceremony 
and charity raffle. An array of trophies 
and prizes will be on offer, including awards 
for the longest drive and nearest the pin.

The cost per person is £99 (including 
lunch and VAT) or £396 for a team of four. 
There will also be a number of sponsorship 
opportunities available for companies wishing 
to support what is set to be one of the 
industry’s most high profile events of the year. 

Said Peter Mallinson, merchandise 
director (home) for AIS who is helping 
to organise the event: “As well as raising 
money for the industry’s only dedicated 
charity, the golf day has always been a 
terrific event and first class networking 
opportunity for people working right
across the furnishings sector.”

For more information or to book a 
place, contact events manager Sally Kent 
on 020 7256 5558 or email events@
furnituremakers.org.uk

DETAILS:
Contact: The Furniture Makers’ Company
Web: www.furnituremakers.org.uk
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The Furniture Makers’ Company names
first four Royal Charter Scholars

Latest projects from members of Northern 
Contemporary Furniture Makers

The Worshipful Company of Furniture 
Makers has named the first four 

beneficiaries of its new Royal Charter 
Scholarship Fund. They are James Batstone 
and Charles Richards, graduates of the 
Royal College of Art; and Oliver Goldie 
and Abigail Butler of The Cass (London 
Metropolitan University). The fund was 
set up in October 2015 to celebrate the 
livery company’s Royal Charter status, 
awarded in 2013. Thanks to support 
from industry donors, more than £20,000 
was raised at last year’s annual Royal 
Charter commemorative dinner, enabling 
the Company to commit to supporting 
four scholarships a year. The aim is to 
prepare promising graduates to become 
future leaders, craftspeople and innovators 
within the furnishing industry. Said Charles 
Vernon, chairman of the livery company’s 
education and training committee: 
“A scholarship can make a huge difference 
and in many cases enables a student who 
might otherwise not have the chance, 
to continue their education.”

For Oliver Goldie, currently studying 
for his MA Furniture degree at the Cass 
Faculty of Art, the bursary will enable him 
to buy the tools and materials needed to 
complete pieces to a professional standard 
and quality. Said Oliver: “I’m extremely 
grateful for this opportunity. I feel I will 
hugely benefit from this bursary both in 
my learning through this course and later 
in my career, especially with the chance 
of being part of a mentoring scheme.” 
Abigail Butler, also studying for her MA at 
The Cass said: “I am very grateful to the 
Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers 
and to London Metropolitan University 
for all their support and will be, far into 
the future. I hope that one day I will be in 
the position to support younger designers 
and furniture makers in the way that I 
have been supported.” Charles Richards, 
studying for his MA at the RCA said: “The 
financial help will be of huge assistance to 
my time here and used solely for material 
costs. It will also be a great opportunity 
to take up the offer for mentorship.”

Scholarship candidates are identified 
through the livery company’s extensive 
links with universities and academies 
across the UK. In addition to a scholarship 
bursary, Furniture Makers’ Royal Charter 
scholars will enjoy membership of the 
Young Furniture Makers and the inherent 
networking opportunities; automatic long 
listing for the annual Young Furniture 
Makers’ exhibition; priority booking on 
the Young Professional Industry Experience 
scheme; and dedicated career support and 
mentoring from a matched professional 
within the industry.

The Company’s ‘education champions’ 
– donors and sponsors who made the new 
scholarship initiative possible – are Blue 
Crush Communications, B&Q, NIC EIC, 
Furniture Village, iKBBI, KI Furnishing 
Knowledge, Community Playthings, Ercol, 
Panaz and Parker Knoll.

DETAILS: 
Contact: The Furniture Makers’ Company
Web: www.furnituremakers.org.uk

Philip Dobbins has recently finished a 
stunning and original walnut (Juglans 

regia) and sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus)  
marquetry six-seater table supplied to a 
client in Gloucestershire. The commission 
began in spring 2015 with a design based 
on the client’s family coat of arms. 
The butterflies are Common Blue and 
Yellow Brimstone, and were executed 
by www.heritageinlay.com.

Computer-aided design has transformed 
the furniture making industry and one 
of the latest products from design house 
Dovetailors showcases the possibilities 
it offers. Creative director David Wilson 
designed a burr oak (Quercus robur) 
console table as a statement piece for a 
customer’s hallway. “We always design first 
and worry about construction later,” said 
David, who gained a PhD in engineering 
before launching Dovetailors more than 
a decade ago. “When we have the look 
and functionality worked out, we enjoy 
the challenge involved in converting that 
into a fully working piece of furniture.” 
The console table was made in oak and 
burr oak with ebony (Diospyros spp.) 
stringing. David said: “As with all our 
work, function is prime and design evolves 
around that practicality. Design without 
function is either useless, or art.” The 
table features graceful curves, a lift lid for 
quick access and pivot drawers that are 

Andrew Lawton’s keepsake box

cleverly concealed when shut. “The table 
was designed to be a focal point but if you 
look beyond that beautiful exterior there’s a 
hardworking piece of furniture that’s ready 
and waiting to store keys, gloves, pens, 
books, etc.,” added David.

Andrew Lawton’s most recent piece is a 
keepsake box made of English walnut and 
sycamore. Andrew’s client commissioned the 

box as a deeply personal gift to his mother. 
The marquetry, which depicts her house and 
garden, was carried out by Quentin Smit: 
www.qjsmarquetry.co.uk.

DETAILS:
Contact: Northern Contemporary Furniture 
Makers
Web: www.northernfurniture.org.uk
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A demonstration at Yandles Woodworking Show

Master the art of French polishing

Courses

Events

Early bird tickets are now on sale for 
Art in Action, an annual event where up 
to 400 artists, crafters, performers and 
musicians gather to demonstrate their 
skills and show their work. You can watch 
the potter pot, the painter paint and the 
sculptor sculpt. You can ask the masters 
of the arts of jewellery, textiles, woodwork 
and glassblowing about the secrets of their 
craft, and in the popular Practical Classes 
section, you will be able to have a go 
yourself at the art or craft of your choice 
with the guidance of an expert teacher. 
Tickets can be purchased online and if 

Art in Action early bird 
tickets on sale

Learn French polishing
with Derek Jones
Despite the fact that we’ve all heard of the 
term French polish and shellac it’s amazing 
to think that very few of us actually 
know what it is and how to do it. It has a 
reputation for being difficult to master, time 
consuming and not nearly as robust as some 
other finishes. Here’s the bottom line. None 
of the above is true. To see what all the fuss 
is about and add this skill to your finishing 
repertoire, join Derek Jones at Robinson 
House Studio this April and October to
get acquainted with the King of Finishes. 

Course dates: 23–24 April
and 22–23 October 
Contact: derek@lowfatroubo.co.uk

Short courses with John Lloyd
Firmly focussed on enabling the complete 
beginner, the enthusiastic amateur and 
the aspiring professional to develop the 
exacting standards of the cabinet maker, 
John Lloyd’s exciting range of 2016 short 
courses, as always, have solid hand-skills 
at their heart and are carefully designed 
to embrace the vast range of cunning new 
kit, techniques and materials that are now 
available to make a woodworker’s life 
easier and more productive. 

John offers the perfect balance of 
traditional and modern woodworking 
techniques, the ‘Skills Week’ is a great 
introduction for the complete beginner, or 

an opportunity to brush up on vital 
basic, and not so basic techniques, 
covering everything from sharpening 
to simple dovetails and even the chance to 
get sticky with some vital gluing strategies. 
The woodworker’s ability is so often 
judged by the accuracy of their dovetails. 
The ‘Dovetailing’ course simplifies the 
process while looking at some of the more 
impressive versions of this timeless joint.   
‘Making a Child’s Chair’ is a brand-new 
course for 2016 and is a great introduction 
to the wonderful world of combining angled 
joints and curved components on a small 
scale. Courses in ‘Veneering & Inlays’ 
and ‘French Polishing & Modern Hand 
Finishing’ demystify these fundamental 
processes. John’s ever popular two-day 
‘Wood Machining’ course, with health 
and safety at its core, is designed to allay 
any fears and introduce students to the 
benefits of mastering the big machines.  

John draws on more than 20 years 
of teaching experience to present these 
intensive courses in a relaxed and 
approachable style. All the courses are 
held at John’s own workshops in the 
Sussex countryside and are taught by him.  
Teaching hours are 8.30am–6pm, allowing 
each student to achieve the very most from 
their time in the workshops. 

Course dates: Dates throughout 2016
Contact: www.johnlloydfinefurniture.co.uk

Yandles Spring
Woodworking Show
At this year’s Spring show, visitors will 
be able to attend free Masterclasses held 
by big manufacturers, such as Record 
Power and Robert Sorby. Nick Agar, 
Dave Appleby, Gianni Deidda (new to 
Yandles), Paul Hannaby and Bryan Milham 
(new to Yandles) along with Les Thorne 
(sponsored by Chestnut) and Mark Sanger 
(sponsored by Crown) will be amongst the 
woodturning demonstrators. 
   Along with this there will be 
demonstrations in carving, chain saw 
carving, willow making and blacksmithing/ 
knifemaking to name a few. Add hobby 
demonstrations and taster sessions to 
the equation plus free entry and parking, 
and you can appreciate that it’s a show 
not to be missed. The Yandles show is 
now one of Britain’s longest running 

Spring events at
West Dean Gardens
West Dean Gardens are now open for 
2016. Take a stroll round the Spring 
Gardens, explore the Arboretum or check 
out the latest short courses available to 
learn a new craft. The Annual House 
Opening at the end of April offers a 
fantastic opportunity to see the historic 
state rooms and learn about the rich history 
of West Dean House. Alongside the fine art 
collection, there will be installations from 
the Visual Arts & Conservation students 
at West Dean College. 

When: 30 April–1 May, 2016
Where: West Dean College & 
Gardens, West Dean, Nr Chichester, 
West Sussex PO18 0RX
Web: www.westdean.org.uk

woodworking shows and attracts thousands 
of visitors from all over the UK and Europe. 
It takes place in the traditional sawmill, 
which was founded over 150 years ago 
and helps make the Show unique.

Manufacturers including Record Power, 
Charnwood, Draper, Triton, Ashley Iles, 
Robert Sorby and Mirka to name a few, 
will be launching new products and offering 
special show deals. On top of this the very 
large selection of timber from the self-
selection centre will be discounted along 
with discounts in the Woodworking Centre 
and a sale in the Hobby Shop. 

When: 8–9 April, 2016
Where: Hurst Works, Hurst, 
Martock, Somerset, UK
Web: www.yandles.co.uk

you order before 12th June, you can take 
advantage of the early bird offer and get 
10% off. 

When: 14–17 July, 2016
Where: 4 St Oswald’s Studios, Sedlescombe 
Road, London SW16 1RH
Web: www.artinaction.org.uk
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An open invitation for furniture makers 

to let us know what you’re up to...F&CUK
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Oxford Furniture School – 
inspiring the next generation

For this month’s F&CUK, we take 

a trip to the busy workshop at 

the Oxford Furniture School

Certain commonalities bind wood 
workshops the world over. There are 

the ever-present workbenches, of course; 
a range of familiar tools, an array of raw 
materials in various stages of development 
perhaps and the unmistakable smell of 
timber. Go into the workshops of The 
Ryecotewood Centre at the National 
School of Furniture in Oxford and you’ll find 
something that isn’t quite as universal and 
that’s the tangible buzz of men and women 
making, creating, honing and learning. 

The focus of the school, which runs both 
City & Guilds and degree courses, is to 
create the master craftsmen and women 
of the future, ready for work in either a 
commercial or design environment.

City & Guilds course leader Phil Gullam 
is clear in the skills he wants to equip his 
students with: “The furniture industry is 
desperate for young people to have certain 
core skills and if they want to pursue a 
career in commercial furniture making, 
we want to ensure they are at the head 

of the queue. We place great emphasis
on establishing good hand skills in
every single one of our students along 
with teaching other skills such as timber 
selection and budgets. We are the only 
furniture centre to be taking students 
from Level 1 City & Guilds all the way 
to BA degree level. We get students not 
just from the UK but also from across 
the world, such is the reputation of 
Rycotewood and because of our dual 
emphasis on craft and making.”

Award-winning pieces made by the students
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Dust extraction
Alongside hand skills, Phil prioritises 
safety and is passionate about extraction, 
indeed everywhere you look in the 
workshop Bosch mobile dust extractors 
sit squat on the floor, removing wood 
dust as efficiently as a toad on a lily 
pad catches bugs. “If there’s one thing 
I want to send our students away with, 
it’s an awareness of dust extraction and 
how precious their health is. It used to be 
when you walked into a wood workshop, 
you’d see a fine film of dust everywhere 
and it would only take a minute or two 
before you felt it in your mouth. That 
should be a thing of the past now. 
   Bosch is a generous supporter of our 
school and their extractors are efficient 
and easy to use. The fact that they are 
easy to wheel around a workshop is a 
huge boon. SIA has been very supportive 
too and we have the benefit of its dust-
free sanding discs. As a department we 
are committed to creating the very best 
practices with our students; we have a 
simple rule in our workshop, if the power 
tool can’t be extracted we don’t use it.”

YOUR F&C
F&CUK

If you’re a member of a collective and would like to raise your profile then submit a story to derekj@thegmcgroup.com

Among the degree students is 27-year-
old Simon Bulley. After leaving school at 
16, Simon went into carpentry but a desire 
for increased accuracy and detail led him 
to the degree course via the City & Guilds 
Level 3. He has already been hugely 
successful, producing an award-winning 

table of sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) 
and walnut (Juglans regia), which Phil 
delights in dissecting. “What we are always 
looking for are ‘tells’,” he explains, “these are 
the giveaways that a mistake in technique 
has been made.” He picks out the lapped 
dovetail joint in one of the table drawers that 

Simon has made and runs his finger 
over the work approvingly, “He’s a done a 
great job.” 80 hours of craftsmanship went 
into the design and construction of the piece, 
a testament to Simon’s skills and just one 
of the reasons he was recently awarded 
a City & Guilds Medal of Excellence.

Simon Bulley’s award-winning sycamore and walnut table The lack of ‘tells’ on the joint is a mark of Simon’s skill

Simon Bulley, one of the talented degree students 

studying at the Oxford Furniture School

Fiendishly difficult
Among the projects students must tackle is 
producing a small game box. Walking over 
to a bench where a completed item sits, 
Phil picks it up to point out the mitred 
dovetail joints and with a grin explains: 
“These joints are fiendishly difficult to do and 
this game box project is possibly the least 
favourite task that our students have to tackle 
all year as it takes you through so many 
painful processes. It’s all about precision but 
you see a student grow through this process 
and gain through the knowledge they accrue. 
To deliver a piece that we find acceptable, 
they really have to dig deep.”

The correct and apt use of power tools is 
essential, and another of the bedrock skills 
students are equipped with. Bosch is an 
ardent supporter of the Oxford Furniture 
School, supplying a complete portfolio of 
both professional woodworking tools and 
extraction accessories. “Precision at this 
level is a skill in itself,” continues Phil “It’s 
harder than it looks, but it’s essential to have 
the best tools at your disposal. The support 
of our sponsors, especially Bosch, SIA and 
Axminster means that we can continue to 
offer the students a great experience, with 
the best tools, in a safe environment.”

Students work on a variety of challenging projects

Students are taught in a hands-on manner
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY GMC/DEREK JONES

O
K, so you’ve got your pattern maker’s 
vice on the front of your bench, a tail 
vice on the end and supplementary 

Moxon for dovetailing and transfer, so 
what’s missing? For the majority of tasks 
the aforementioned clamping and holding 
devices have surely got it covered. But what 
about that odd component that’s difficult 
to hold at the height that makes working 
on it easy and accessible? For that you’ll 
have to go a long way to find anything 
quite as versatile as the Ad-vice. Douglas 
Coates, who as it happens is no stranger 
to the pages of F&C, has been developing 
his version of this vice for more than a year 
and is just about ready to launch into small 
scale production. Versions of the vice have 
been in the ‘field’ for long enough now to 
iron out the wrinkles and find a range of 
uses that best suit its design. A growing 
number of tool makers such as Oliver Sparks 
have taken a shine to it and even contributed 
to the development of the tool including 
an option to have removable soft or shaped 
jaw inserts for specific tasks. 

The mechanism for clamping the device to 
your existing workbench, or kitchen table for 
that matter, is pure genius and harks back to 
Douglas’ time as an engineer. Suffice to say 
once in place it’s rock solid until you need 
to move it. Being able to vary your working 
height to suit the application is the easiest 
way to simplify any number of tasks not to 
mention alleviating fatigue and back strain. 
Apart from the build quality, which is superb, 
there’s not much more to say other than 
place your orders early or risk a long wait.

Apart from a break in routine perhaps what 
makes setting up camp on site a pleasure is 
having a range of tools and equipment suited 
to the task. Festool’s CTL-SYS fits the bill 
nicely and may even appeal to the small shop 
with limited space. We’ve got the details 
over the page but will be back with more in a 
couple of months when we’ve had a chance 
to put it to the test. For now though let’s 
have a look at some of the other things that 
passed through the F&C ’shop this month.

Ad-vice

Add-on vices raise your work up to a far 
more convenient height for a lot of the work 
we do, such as cutting joints and sizing 
smaller components. Any bench height 
is a compromise and they are generally 
made fairly low to suit more physical work 
(prepping boards, general stock sizing, etc.). 

Having trouble sourcing the right tool for the job? Derek Jones sets

about identifying the essential tools and equipment on offer this month
All sterling prices include VAT, correct at time of going to press

Editor’s round-up...

As a project progresses, however, being able 
to work higher and closer is an advantage. 
The Ad-vice by Douglas Coates (see inset 
photo) raises work around 200mm – enough 
to make a real difference. Based on the old 
European carver’s vices, it is a mini leg vice 
with a screw-adjust lower guide. So it works 
exactly like a small leg vice, or like a Jorgen-
style clamp turned vertically. The main 
screw tightens against the lower screw so 
the lower screw must be adjusted roughly 
to the jaw opening. In practice one setting 

From 
£280
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Approved for dust category L, the CTL SYS is a 
very small, lightweight and compact extractor, in a 
SYSTAINER format for maximum mobility. Transporting 
it is easy, whether using the handle or the shoulder 
strap. The integrated hose, cable and nozzle store
mean everything is always easily available, and it can
be quickly and securely re-stowed. 
   It is compatible with T-LOC in a SYSTAINER system 
for optimum workplace organisation. The extractor 
works extremely quietly thanks to the low sound 
pressure level of 67 dB. As well as mobile use in fitting 
and servicing work, it is ideally suited to smaller-scale 
grinding, sawing and drilling jobs. It is only suitable for 
dry extraction. 

Gold Max abrasives

Mirka UK is launching its new Gold Max abrasive line-up 
specifically for long, narrow and wide belt sanders designed for 
paint and lacquer sanding. Its stearate coating minimises clogging 
and pill forming when the abrasive is in use, leading to increased 
durability of the product and less downtime for the machine.

The abrasive’s blue fired aluminium oxide grains enable it
to achieve a high cut rate even on harder paints. Its innovative
anti-static E-paper provides the abrasive with added strength
and stability to offer efficient sanding and a smooth surface 
finish while the semi-open coating minimises the dust loading 
on the abrasive so that it can be used on a variety of intermediate 
and fine sanding applications. Gold Max is available in rolls, 
narrow and wide belts and has a grit range of P320-P800.

GGGGG
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From 
£12.03

YOUR F&C
Editor’s round-up
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CTL SYS mobile dust extractor

£307.20

of the lower screw will cover a decent range 
of jaw openings (around 25mm) – this is just 
the same as with leg vices.

A decent vice has to be rock solid. The 
clamping mechanism is unique and was 
developed by Douglas Coates. It replaces 
the old-style screws clamps (a sort of 
G-cramp made of wood joinery, used on the 
carver’s vices of old). The clamping on the 
Ad-vice was designed to create a very solid 
three-point contact with the bench top (for 

absolute stability) and the clamp block pulls 
the vice down and into the bench front edge, 
hence the clamp force most closely opposes 
the forces the vice sees in use.

The Ad-vice is ideal for work on smaller 
components such as drawers, runners, etc., 
but is easily powerful enough to handle 
carcass components, much cabinet-making 
work and larger billets. The Ad-vice is made 
from premium beech (Fagus sylvatica) with 
selected hardwoods. The vice faces are 

easily replaced and one has a leather facing. 
There is normally a choice of feature wood 
for the main boss – recent vices have been 
made using yew (Taxus baccata), holm oak 
(Quercus ilex), box (Buxus sempervirens) 
and olive (Olea europaea). The pegs and 
wedges are made from ebony (Diospyros 
spp.). It will fit a slab top bench (no apron) 
of thickness 40–110mm (thicker still on 
request). Vices are made to order and 
take around two to four weeks.

Thirlwell Tools marking gauge set

The Thirlwell Tools marking gauge set is a multi-tool designed and 
handmade in Australia to fulfil a number of common woodworking 
functions. The tool is made from a combination of stainless steel, 
brass and Australian blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon). It is a marking 
gauge, a trammel with both hardened steel points and a pencil fixture 
combined, the set is also supplied with an extension rod, which 
extends the radius of the trammel from 65–400mm. One of the 
trammel points, which is normally secured in the end of the marking 
gauge rod, can be removed and reversed in the end of the rod and 
used either as a scriber or a marking awl. The head of the marking 
gauge is made of brass and inlaid with wood and designed to fit the 
natural curve of the fingers. There are no protruding locking screws 
on the sides of the tool as the locking of the head to the shaft is 
accomplished by the application of a single locking nut at the rear 
of the headstock. The locking mechanism is a collet-based system 
similar to a router or milling machine. $179 AU
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Compact router sub-base with handles

Woodworkers who like the easy handling of a compact router
but miss the control and stability of a handled base now can
enjoy the benefits of both with a new sub-base from Rockler 
Woodworking and Hardware. The Compact Router Sub-Base
with Handles has a 150mm diameter plate that provides a larger 
surface area for increased stability and ergonomic handles that 
enhance control by allowing two-handed routing. Made from 
6mm-thick clear acrylic, the plate also offers excellent visibility
of the cutting area. The plate’s stepped centre opening fits
standard guide bushing inserts for easy template or pattern
routing, and the plate is predrilled for quick mounting to the
fixed bases of the most popular Bosch, DeWalt and
Porter-Cable compact routers.

New dust extractors from Makita

Makita is adding two new, M-Class approved dust extraction
vacuum units to its already extensive range as the campaign for 
improved dust management takes construction industry priority.
In addition Makita has introduced a dual power extractor that can
be powered by mains or battery and will be a very useful cleaner
for maintenance teams.

The new Makita VC2201MXI/VC2211MX1 M-class dust extractors 
bristle with innovative features. These extractors feature a new 
automatic self-cleaning filter system achieved by two triple function 
filter units. These are composed of a powder filter, damper and 
pre-filter, which use a valve system to redirect airflow through each 
of the filters in turn to release the collected dust into the retainer. 

$245 US 
plus p+p

From £180 
per pack

4592 double-sided tape
Tesa’s 4592 double-sided tapes provide high-strength and immediate 
bonding of mirrors to furniture. Mirrors are increasingly being used as 
integral elements in furniture design as a way to reflect light and open 
up space. 4952 is the ideal tape to meet this demand as it offers a 
rapid, reliable and efficient application. At just 1.15mm thick and made 
of a medium strength PE foam, the recommendation is for 61cm2 of 
tape to be applied vertically per 1kg of glass. Whether on wardrobes, 
occasional furniture, dressing and vanity units or bathroom cabinets, 
the product will give high instant bonding strength and durability 
over time. This is true across a variety of substrates used in furniture 
manufacture, including wood, MDF, acrylics, glass and many plastics. 
4952 also allows furniture manufacturers to provide the best aesthetic 
results, with the hidden bond offering clean, uncluttered lines free 
from any mechanical fixings. 

From 
£748.8
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Contacts

4592 double-sided tape
Contact: Tesa
Tel: 01908 500 333
Web: www.tesa.co.uk

Ad-vice
Contact: Douglas Coates
Web: www.coatesengland.co.uk/vices

Compact router sub-base 
with handles 
Contact: Rockler Woodworking and 
Hardware
Web: www.rockler.com

CTL SYS mobile dust extractor
Contact: Festool
Tel: 01284 760 791
Web: www.festool.co.uk

Dremel 8200 
Contact: Dremel Europe
Tel: 0344 736 0109
Web: www.dremeleurope.com

Gold Max abrasives
Contact: Mirka
Tel: 01908 866 100
Web: www.mirka.com/uk

New dust extractors from Makita
Contact: Makita
Tel: 01908 211 678
Web: www.makitauk.com

Thirlwell Tools marking gauge set
Contact: Thirlwell Tools 
Email: info@thirlwelltools.com.au
Web: www.thirlwelltools.com.au

As far as concepts 
go for a multi-tool 
there is little that comes 
close to that of the Dremel; 
a hand-held rotary device with 
a myriad of attachments that allow 
the user to jump from task to task with 
a single tool. Pretty cool eh? Well, yes 
and no really because if you’re not careful 
the Dremel dream can quickly turn into 
a nightmare and here’s why. There’s one 
piece of advice that relates to any size 
of powered tool or machine – if in doubt 
always over spec your requirement for 
power and capacity. Before you ask, 
no, it’s not a macho thing, it’s more of a 
safety net so your chosen machine can 
operate at well below its capacity for 
the majority of its lifetime. Choosing a 
Dremel is no different. We tried out the 
new 10.8v cordless 8200 this month and 
were surprised by two things, firstly that 
it packs quite a punch and secondly that 
we found the cord-free version a lot more 
‘user friendly’. The task at hand and pretty 
much my only use for this tool was to 
regrind a couple of moulding plane irons. 
It’s not ‘text book’ I know but placing 

the tool in a 
vice makes it the 

perfect grinder for this 
delicate job. Of course you 

can and maybe should clamp 
the iron in the vice instead but as 

far as I can make out there are no rules 
here. The variable speed on the 8200 
means you can work with great control 
and make very fine adjustments. The 
grinding tools supplied with this model
are more than adequate for the job and 
you won’t risk overheating the iron. A 
range of polishing tools are included so 
you can effectively hone the edge as well. 

If you’re in the habit of making models 
before you commit to the full-size version 
then a Dremel could be a complete 
machine shop in miniature especially 
if you invest in the router bit accessory
kit. With two batteries in the pack
you’ll have to be caning it some to find 
yourself without power. The caveat here
is don’t ask too much of the tool. For
short bursts the cordless is fine but for 
anything else go corded and stock up
on accessories, you’ll get through them 
like nobody’s business.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY GMC/DEREK JONES

From 
£139.95

MINI TEST: Dremel 8200
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WHERE QUALITY 
COSTS LESS

SUPERSTORES 
NATIONWIDE

NOW

 RANDOM ORBITAL 
SANDER

 • For sanding 
 & polishing 
• 125mm
 diameter 
 sanding discs 
• 4000-11000 opm

 INC 5 DISCS
CROS1

EX.VAT
£35.98

INC.VAT

£29.98

 SHEET 
SANDERS

CON300
EXC.VAT

£16.79
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£13.99

*110V in stock 
 MODEL SHEET SIZE MOTOR EXC.VAT INC.VAT
COS200 190X90mm 150W £13.99 £16.79
C0N300 230X115mm 330W £32.99 £39.59
Makita  112X102mm 200W £54.99 £65.99
BO4555*

 • Simple fast assembly 
in minutes using only a 
hammer

 ALSO 
EXTRA WIDE 
INDUSTRIAL 

UNITS 
AVAILABLEPER SHELF

 (evenly 
distributed) 
Strong 9mm 
fi breboard 
shelves

CHOICE OF 5 COLOURS

RED, BLUE, BLACK, 
SILVER & GALVANISED 

STEEL

  BOLTLESS 
SHELVING BENCHES SAVE 

10%
WHEN YOU BUY 
ANY MIX OF 5 

FROM THIS RANGE
SAVE AT LEAST
£17.99 INC.VAT

.98
EX.VAT

£29
.98
INC.VAT

£35

FROM ONLY
PLANERS & 
THICKNESSERS
 • Ideal for 
DIY & 
Hobby use
• Dual purpose, 
for both fi nishing 
& sizing of 
timber

CPT800
OSCILLATING 
BOBBIN SANDER

COBS1

 (evenly 
distributed) 
Strong 12 mm 
fi breboard 
shelves

350
KG

PER SHELF

 MODEL  DIMS   
 WxDxH(mm) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
150kg 800x300x1500 £29.98 £35.98
350kg 900x400x1800 £49.98 £59.98

 BELT 
SANDERS

BS1
.98
EX.VAT

£29
.98
INC.VAT

£35

FROM ONLY

 • Ideal for surface removal, 
sanding and fi nishing

ABRASIVE SANDING 
BELTS IN STOCK

 MODEL MOTOR M/MIN EXC.VAT  INC.VAT
Clarke BS1 900W 380 £29.98 £35.98
Clarke CBS2 1200W  480 £69.98 £83.98
Makita 9911 650W  75-270 £94.99 £113.99

 MODEL  PLANING MAX THICK. EXC. INC.
 WIDTH CAPACITY VAT VAT
CPT600 6" 120mm £169.98 £203.98
CPT800 8" 120mm £199.98 £239.98
CPT1000 10" 120mm £269.98  £323.98NEW

EXC.VAT
£203.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£169.98

EXC.VAT
£143.98

INC.VAT

ONLY
£119.98

CIRCULAR SAWS
 Great range of DIY 

and professional 
saws  Ideal 
for bevel 
cutting 
(0-45°) 

*Includes 
laser guide 

CON185

EXC.VAT
£41.99

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£34.99

MODEL MOTOR MAX CUT  
  90/45  
  (mm) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 CCS185B 1200W 65/44 £34.99 £41.99
 CON185*# 1600W 60/40 £54.99 £65.99
 CCS2 1300W 60/45 £59.98 £71.98

# was £68.39 inc.VAT

ELECTRIC 
POWER 
FILE

CPF13
*Black & Decker

EXC.VAT
£53.99

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£44.99

MODEL MOTOR EXC.VAT  INC.VAT
CPF13 400W/230V £44.99 £53.99
KA900E*  350W/230V £59.98 £71.98

• Variable 
belt speed 
• Tilting head 

 INCLUDES 
LEFT 

& RIGHT 
TABLE 

EXTENSION CTS10D

 *Moulded base

.98
EX.VAT

£69
.98
INC.VAT

£83

FROM ONLY

 MODEL MOTOR BLADE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CTS800B 600W 200mm £69.98 £83.98
CTS11 1500W 254mm £139.98 £167.98
CTS10D 1500W 254mm £159.98 £191.98

LEG STAND KITS 
FOR CTS10D 
AND CTS11 

ONLY £27.59 
INC VAT’ 

Provides exceptional fi nishes for deep 
& wide work pieces, front 
edges & narrow inner curves 
• Dust collection 
port • Inc. 6 
sanding sleeves 
/bobbins 
• 330mm table 
height • 16mm 
oscillating 
stroke

 PORTABLE 
THICKNESSER • Max thickness 

cap. 125mm and 
250mm wide
 • Planing depths 
adjustable 
from 0-2.5mm
 • Powerful 
1250W motor
 • 8000rpm 
no-load speed

CPT250
EXC.VAT

£227.98
INC.VAT

£189.98

HARDWOOD 
WORKBENCH

 Includes bench dogs and guide holes for 
variable work positioning  2 Heavy Duty Vices 

 Large storage draw  Sunken tool trough 
 LxWxH 1520x620x855mm

EXC.VAT
£155.98 

INC.VAT

£129.98

CHB1500

 QUALITY CAST 
IRON STOVES

OVER 22 QUALITY 
STYLES ON DISPLAY

 FLUES, 
COWLS & 

ACCESSORIES 
IN STOCK

LARGE & XL 
MODELS IN STOCK

6.9kW11.8kW

EXC.VAT
£107.98

INC.VAT

£89.98

BARREL
EXC.VAT

£250.80
INC.VAT

£209.00
6kW

POT 
BELLY

BUCKINGHAM

EXC.VAT

238.80
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT
NOW ONLY

WAS £298.80 inc.VAT

199.00

£

£

ELECTRIC 
HEATERS

MODEL VOLTAGE HEAT EXC.VAT INC.VAT
  OUTPUT KW
CZ-2104EV1 230V 2.5 £39.98 £47.98
DEVIL 6003 230V 1.5-3 £49.98 £59.98
DEVIL 7003 230V 3 £54.99 £65.99
DEVIL 6005 400V 2.5-5 £74.99 £89.99
DEVIL 7005 400V 5 £79.98 £95.98
DEVIL 6009 400V 4.5-9 £119.00 £142.80
DEVIL 7009 400V 9 £137.99 £165.59
DEVIL 6015 400V 5-10-15 £179.00 £214.80

EXC.VAT
£47.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£39.98

CZ-2104EV1

NEW
RANGE

DEVIL7003

Huge range of quality electric models – 
From DIY, trade to Industrial

 STATIC PHASE 
CONVERTERS

 ROTARY 
PHASE 

CONVERTERS 
ALSO IN STOCK

 • Run big 3 phase 
woodworking 
machines 
from 1 phase 
supply 
• Variable 
output power 
to match HP 
of motor to 
be run

 CONVERT 230V 
1PH TO 400V 3PH

PC60

 MODEL MAX.  FUSE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 MOTOR HP   
PC20 2HP 10Amps £209.00 £250.80
PC40 3.5HP 20Amps £249.00 £298.80
PC60  5.5HP 32Amps £299.00 £358.80

EXC.VAT
£250.80

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£209.00

DISC SANDER 
(305MM)

 Powerful, bench mounted 
disc sander  900W
 No load 

disc speed: 
1490rpm 
 305mm 

Disc Dia. 
(1 x 60 grit 
sanding disc 
included) 
 Dust 

extraction 
port

EXC.VAT
£143.98

INC.VAT

£119.98

CDS300B

 6" BELT/
9" DISC 
SANDER 

 4" BELT/
6" DISC 
SANDER

 • Dust extraction facility 
• 4" x 36" belt tilts & locks 0-90° 
• 225mm x 160mm table, tilts 0-90° 
• 370W, 230V motor

 • Includes stand 
• 1 HP/ 230V/ 
1ph motor

CS6-9C

CS4-6D
 £84.99

INC.VAT

EX.VAT
 £101.99

EXC.VAT
£250.80

INC.VAT

£209.00

CLAMPS
HUGE CHOICE 

OF SASH, 
SPRING, SCREW, 
SPREADER AND 

G-CLAMPS

UP TO 
1800mm 
CAPACITY

EXC.VAT
£

£
3.99

4.79
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY

 WOODWORKING   
         VICES

.49
EX.VAT

£13
.19
INC.VAT

£16

FROM ONLY

WV7

 MODEL MOUNTING JAW 
  (WIDTH/OPENING
  /DEPTH)mm EXC.VAT INC.VAT
Clarke  Bolted 150/152/61  £13.49 £16.19
CHT152 
Stanley  Clamped 72/60/40  £16.99 £20.39
Multi Angle
Record V75B Clamped 75/50/32 £19.98 £23.98
Clarke WV7 Bolted 180/205/78  £24.99 £29.99

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

 • Superb 
range 
ideal 

for DIY, 
hobby & 

semi-
professional 

use

* V-Twin

8/250

HUGE RANGE 
OF AIR TOOLS 

IN STOCK

EXC.VAT
£95.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£79.98

 MODEL MOTOR CFM TANK EXC.VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT
8/250  2HP 7.5 24ltr £79.98  £95.98
7/250 2 HP 7 24ltr £89.98  £107.98
11/250 2.5HP 9.5 24ltr £109.98 £143.98 £131.98
8/510 2HP 7.5 50ltr £119.98 £155.98 £143.98
11/510 2.5HP 9.5 50ltr £139.98 £179.98 £167.98
16/510* 3 HP 14.5 50ltr £209.00 £263.98 £250.80
16/1010* 3 HP 14.5 100ltr £259.98 £323.98 £311.98

 CORDLESS 
DRILL/ DRIVERS

PSR18

 MODEL VOLTS BATTS EXC. VAT INC.VAT
CCD180  18V 1 £36.99 £44.39
CDD240 24V 1 £39.98 £47.98
Bosch PSR18  18V 1 £54.99 £65.99
CON18Ni  18V 2 x Ni-Cd £59.98 £71.98
CON18Li  18V 2 x Li-Ion £84.99 £101.99

CON18Li
EXC.VAT

£44.39
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£36.99

 Kit includes: 
• Height adjustable stand with clamp • Rotary tool  

• 1m fl exible drive  • 40x accessories/consumables

CRT40

EX.VAT
£35.98

INC.VAT

£29.98

 ROTARY TOOL
KIT

 DUST EXTRACTOR/
CHIP COLLECTORS

 METABO
ALSO 

AVAILABLE

   FLOW BAG 
MODEL MOTOR RATE CAP. EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CDE35B 750W 450 M3/h 56Ltrs £129.98 £155.98
CDE7B 750W 850 M3/h 114Ltrs £149.98 £179.98

 • Powerful
750W motor

 • 56 litre bag capacity 
 • Flow rate of 850M3/h

EXC.VAT
£155.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£129.98

STAPLE/
NAIL GUNS

 All models include 
nail/staple pack and 
tough moulded case

SPARE NAILS / 
STAPLES IN STOCK

ELECTRIC AND CORDLESS 
MODELS IN STOCK

EXC.VAT
£22.79

INC.VAT

PRICE CUT
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £23.98 inc.VAT

£18.99

NEW

* was £23.98 inc.VAT 
• was £35.98 inc.VAT 

CONSN18LiB

  STAPLE/NAIL EXC. INC.
MODEL TYPE GAUGE VAT VAT
CESNG1* Electric 22/18 £18.99 £22.79
CCT48 • Cordless
 4.8v Ni-MH 22/18 £24.99 £29.99
CESNG2 Electric 18/18 £39.98 £47.98
CONSN18LiB Cordless
 18v Lithium-Ion 18/18 £99.98 £119.98NEW

 POWER 
PLANERS

 MODEL  DEPTH EXC.VAT INC.VAT
M OTOR OF CUT 

Clarke CEP1 650W 2mm £23.99 £28.79
Einhell RT-PL82 850W 3mm £49.98 £59.98
B&D KW750K - GB 750W 2mm £57.99 £69.59

• 82mm 
cutting 
width

EXC.VAT
£28.79

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£23.99

CEP1

 TABLE
SAWS

SAVE £60 
inc.VAT

TABLE SAW WITH 
EXTENSION 
TABLES (250mm)

 Ideal for cross cutting, 
ripping, angle and 

mitre cutting  Easy 
release/locking mechanism 
for table extensions  0-45° 
tilting blade  Cutting depth: 

72mm at 90° / 65mm at 45° 
 

CTS14

EXC.VAT
£143.98

INC.VAT

£119.98

SHOWN WITH 
OPTIONAL LEG KIT 

CLK5 £19.98 
EXC.VAT 

£23.98 INC.VAT

 • Includes 2 tables 
that tilt & lock

 • Quality 
Induction 
300w motor

CBS1-5

EX.VAT
£77.99

INC.VAT

£64.99

• Includes 
two tables 

• 550W 
230V motor 

EXC.VAT
£167.98

INC.VAT

£139.98

CS4-8 

1" BELT/ 5" 
DISC SANDER

4" BELT/
8" DISC SANDER 

24868LH
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GET 
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FREE 
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• IN-STORE
• ONLINE
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NEW

PRICE CUTS & 
NEW PRODUCTS

1250
Over

500 
PAGE

CATALOGUE

FOR OVER 

15,000
PRODUCTS

INCLUDING
NEW

SPECIALIST TOOLS & MACHINERY 
visit machinemart.co.uk

24868RH

4 EASY WAYS TO BUY...
IN-STORE
65 SUPERSTORES

ONLINE
www.machinemart.co.uk

MAIL ORDER
0115 956 5555

CLICK & 
COLLECT

 OPEEN 7 DDAYS
V

  BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ 01226 732297
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills  0121 7713433
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999
BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 935 1060
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfi eld St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708
CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666
CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road  01302 245 999
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfi eld Terrace  0131 659 5919

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231
GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286
IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688
LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484
LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684   
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558 8284
LONDON 100 The Highway, Docklands 020 7488 2129
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769 572         
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851   
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376   
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfi eld Rd. South 01623 622160

MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 01642 677881
NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 01603 766402
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfi eld 01733 311770
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 01752 254050
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 01772 703263
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 0114 258 0831
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd  0208 3042069
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 023 8055 7788
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea  01702 483 742
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 01782 287321
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 0191 510 8773
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 01793 491717
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk.  01925 630 937
WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 01942 323 785  
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfi eld Rd. Bilston 01902 494186
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 01905 723451

 VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUPERSTORE OPEN MON-FRI 8.30-6.00, 
SAT 8.30-5.30, SUN 10.00-4.00

MODELS ALSO FEATURE:

 • Powerful 
heavy duty 
machines 
ideal for 
trade and 
DIY use

 ROUTERS

CR1C

 MODEL MOTOR PLUNGE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 (W) (mm)
CR1C* 1200 0-50 £39.98 £47.98
Bosch 1400 0-55 £79.98 £95.98
POF1400ACE
CR2 2100 0-60 £109.98 £131.98

CR2 INCLUDES
15 PIECE KIT 

WORTH OVER £20

CR2

 ROUTER TABLE

 • Converts your router 
into a stationary router 
table • Suitable for most 
routers (up to 155mm dia. Base plate)

 Router not 
included

CRT-1

EX.VAT
£71.98

INC.VAT

£59.98

 MITRE SAWS

TH-SM 2534
 • Quality Range of Mitre saws and blades in stock

EXC.VAT
£68.39

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£56.99

 MODEL BLADE DIA/ MAX CUT  EXC. INC. 
 BORE (mm) DEPTH/CROSS VAT VAT
Einhell  210/30 55/120mm £56.99 £68.39
TH-MS 2112
Evolution 210/25.4 60/220mm £119.98 £143.98
Fury 3  
Einhell  250/30 75/340mm £159.98 £191.98 
TH-SM2534 
Makita 260/30 95/130mm £199.98 £239.98
LS1040

 SCROLL SAWS

• 50mm
max cut thickness 
• Air-blower removes 
dust from cutting area
• Table tilts 0-45°

CSS16V

EXC.VAT
£83.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£69.98

   SPEED EXC. INC.
MODEL MOTOR RPM VAT  VAT
CSS400B 85W 1450 £69.98 £83.98
CSS16V  120W 400-1700 £79.98 £95.98
TH-SS405E 1200W 400-1600 £79.98 £95.98

BISCUIT JOINTER

BJ900

 11000rpm Operating Speed 
 860W Motor  14mm Cutting 

Depth  Inc. dust bag 
and storage case

EXC.VAT
£59.98

INC.VAT

£49.98

• For fast, accurate 
cross, bevel & mitre 
cutting in most hard 
& soft woods
• 1800W motor
• Laser guide
• 78mm max. 
depth of cut

CMS10S2

EXC.VAT
£155.98

INC.VAT

£129.98

 Accurately creates 
deep square recesses 

 Table size 150 x 340mm 
 Max. chisel stroke 76mm 

 Robust cast iron base & column 
ensures stability & accuracy 

 95mm depth of cut

 MORTISING 
MACHINE

“..fast and accurate with a good solid 
feel…Excellent value for money.”
See www.machinemart.co.uk

CBM1B

EXC.VAT
£179.98

INC.VAT

£149.98

 CHISELS 
AVAILABLE FROM 

£8.39 INC VAT

MULTI FUNCTION 
TOOL WITH 
ACCESSORY KIT

•  Great for sawing, cutting, sanding, polishing, 
chiselling & much more
• 250W motor
• Variable speed

CMFT250

EXC.VAT
£44.39

INC.VAT

£36.99

 MITRE SAW 
STAND 

• Suitable for most 
sizes/makes of saw 
• Inc. outriggers & rollers

CFMSS1

 FOLDING MITRE SAW 
STAND IN STOCK – CONMW1 

ONLY £119.98 INC VAT

NEW

EXC.VAT
£71.98

INC.VAT

PRICE CUT
NOW ONLY

WAS £77.99 inc.VAT

£59.98

 DRILL PRESSES

NEW
RANGE
CDP152B

 • Range of precision 
bench & fl oor presses for 
enthusiast, engineering & 
industrial 
applications

EXC.VAT
£71.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£59.98

  MOTOR (W) EXC. INC.
MODEL SPEEDS VAT  VAT
CDP5EB 350 / 5 £59.98 £71.98
CDP102B  350 / 5 £69.98 £83.98
CDP152B 450 / 12 £119.98 £143.98
CDP202B 450 / 16 £159.98 £191.98
CDP10B 370 / 12 £169.98 £203.98
CDP352F 550 / 16 £199.98 £239.98
CDP350V 550 / V £219.00 £262.80
CDP502F 1100 / 12 £449.00 £538.80

B = Bench mounted 
F = Floor standing 
V = Variable speed

DETAIL 
SANDERS

MODEL WATTS EXC.VAT INC.VAT
PS105 105W £17.99 £21.59
RT-0S13 130W £22.99 £27.59
CDS-1V 280W £24.99 £29.99

 • Perfect for smooth and fi ne fi nishing along 
with hard to reach areas or curved 
surfaces

EXC.VAT
£21.59

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£17.99

CDS-1V

ALL MODELS 
INC. SANDING 

SHEETS

Top Quality Bandsaws - ideal 
for professional workshop use. 
Strong steel body with solid cast 
iron table featuring induction 
motors 
• Table tilts 45° • Adjustable blade 
guide • Supplied with stand, 4TPI 
wood cutting blade, rip fence, mitre 
guide, mitre gauge and push stick

MAGNIFIED 
MITRE 
GUIDE

SOLID 
GROUND 

CAST 
IRON 
TABLE

MULTI-
STEP DUST 

EXTRACTION 
OUTLET

QUICK 
RELEASE 
FENCE

DRIVE-BELT 
TENSIONING

FLEXIBLE 
LED 

WORKLIGHT

MODEL THROAT DEPTH MAX CUT 90°  MAX CUT 45° EXC.VAT INC.VAT 
CBS300 305mm/12" 165mm 115mm £349.98 £419.98
CBS350 340mm/14" 225mm 160mm £449.00 £538.80

  BENCH GRINDERS 
& STANDS 

 • Stands come complete with bolt mountings 
and feet anchor holes

 CBG8W features 
8" whetstone & 
6"drystone.
 # With sanding belt

STANDS IN STOCK 
FROM ONLY 

£37.98 EXC. VAT 
£47.98 INC. VAT

 MODEL DUTY WHEEL 
  DIA.  EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CBG6RP DIY 150mm £29.98 £35.98
CBG6RZ PRO 150mm £39.98 £47.98
CBG6RSC HD 150mm £49.98 £59.98 
CBG6SB# PRO 150mm £49.98 £59.98
CBG6RWC HD 150mm £54.99 £65.99
CBG8W (wet)‡ HD 150/200mm £49.98 £59.98

 6" & 8" 
AVAILABLE
WITH LIGHT

CBG6SB

EX.VAT
£35.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£29.98

CBG6RP

PROFESSIONAL BANDSAWS

BLADE 
TENSIONING 

CONTROL

‡ was £67.19 inc.VAT 

 MODEL POWER DEPTH  
 (W) OF CUT  EXC. INC
  (WOOD/STEEL) VAT VAT
Clarke CJS380*  420W 55/6mm £12.99 £15.59
Clarke CON750# 750W 80/10mm £24.99 £29.99
Bosch PST700E* 500W 70/4mm £44.99 £53.99
Einhell RT-JS 85 750W 85/5mm £49.98 £59.98NEW

JIGSAWS

 *DIY #Professional CJS380

EXC.VAT
£15.59

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£12.99

10" (254MM) SLIDING 
COMPOUND 
MITRE SAW

EXC.VAT
£419.98

INC.VAT

CBS300
£349.98 EXC.VAT

£538.80
INC.VAT

CBS350
£449.00

REMOVABLE 
DUST TRAY

BENCH 
BANDSAWS

 Produce fast, 
precise mitre & 
longitudinal cuts 
 Cuts in wood, 

plastic, etc.

TH-SB200

EXC.VAT
£119.98

INC.VAT

£99.98
FROM ONLY

  THROAT
MODEL MOTOR SIZE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
TH-SB200 180W 8" £99.98 £119.98
CBS190 350W 7.5" £114.99 £137.99

12"
DOVETAIL JIG 

• Simple, easy to set up & use for producing a 
variety of joints • Cuts work pieces with a 
thickness of 8-32mm • Includes a 1/2" comb 
template guide 
& holes for 
bench mounting

EXC.VAT
£59.98

INC.VAT

£49.98

CDTJ12

13" MINI 
WOOD LATHE

• Ideal for enthusiasts/
hobbyists with small workshops 
• 325mm distance between centres • 200mm 
max. turning capacity (dia) • 0.2HP motor

CWL325V

EX.VAT
£161.99

INC.VAT

£134.99

*DIY 

.98
EX.VAT

£39
.98
INC.VAT

£47

FROM ONLY
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In the 
workshop 
with Phil 
Edwards

Jim Hooker meets Phil Edwards, owner of Philly Planes

P
hil Edwards is the man behind Britain’s 
only commercial maker of traditional 
wooden planes – Philly Planes – but 

his route into plane making has the elements 
of misfortune, serendipity, marketing nouse 
and, above all, hard work and skill, typical of 
many successful small businesses. I recently 
spent a thoroughly enjoyable morning in 
his Dorset workshop, seeing some of his 
beautiful planes and hearing his story.

Finding the right career 
Originally trained as a chef, Phil first took up 

PH
OT
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S 
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IM
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R

woodworking as a hobby and then decided 
to make a career change to work as a site 
carpenter, hanging doors and fitting kitchens. 
Alongside his new career, Phil continued 
developing his furniture-making skills 
and started writing about his projects 
for woodworking magazines. 

After a while, an editor looking for 
something a bit different asked him if he 
fancied having a go at making a plane that 
could be used as the basis for a series of 
magazine articles. There followed an intense 
period of book buying – Phil reckons he has 

just about all the books there are on aspects 
of plane making – and research. The nine 
resulting articles on a variety of aspects of 
plane making led to two things; a realisation 
that plane making was something for which 
he could develop a serious passion and 
numerous requests by readers for him to 
make planes for them. The fact that this 
coincided with being made redundant from 
his carpentry job added a considerable 
incentive to consider whether these various 
strands of fate might be pointing to another 
new career, in making planes. 

18  F&C243 www.woodworkersinstitute.com
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DESIGN & INSPIRATION
Profi le: Phil Edwards

➤

Building a business
And so it was that Philly Planes was 
launched with a website in 2007, but hard 
though making such a life changing and 
financially risky decision was, actually 
putting the idea into practice and turning 
it into a living proved a whole lot harder. 
As Phil explained to me, he had first to find 
his own distinctive plane making ‘voice’. 
At first he made anything asked of him 
and even surveyed prospective customers 
about what they were looking for; the 
resulting ‘customer committee’ plane 
proved not to be very 

popular – a valuable lesson in the value 
of inexpert market research. 

A re-evaluation of his fledgling business’ 
direction led to the conclusion that if he 

concentrated on the types of planes 
with which he most personally 

connected – those made by 
the best English makers of 

the 18th and 19th 
centuries such 
as Robert 
Wooding and 
William Madox 
(early and mid-

Beautifully made planes soon to go off to eager customers. 
From left to right: small coffin smoother in Pau rosa, coffin 
smoother in beech and rebate plane in beech

“Hard though 
making such a 

life changing and 
financially risky 

decision was, 
actually putting the 
idea into practice 
and turning it into 
a living proved a 
whole lot harder”

utting the idea into practice and turning 
into a living proved a whole lot harder. 
s Phil explained to me, he had first to find 
s own distinctive plane making ‘voice’.
t first he made anything asked of him 
nd even surveyed prospective customers
bout what they were looking for; the
sulting ‘customer committee’ plane
oved not to be very

with which he most personally 
connected – those made by

the best English makers of 
the 18th and 19th

centuries such 
as Robert 
Wooding and
William Madox 
(early and mid-

Beautifully made planes soon to go off to eager customers.
From left to right: small coffin smoother in Pau rosa, coffin 
smoother in beech and rebate plane in beech

18th century respectively) – there might 
be enough woodworkers who shared his 
passion to make a successful business.   
   That there was no one in the UK and 
almost no one in North America doing this 
at the time was proof that either there was 
a gap in the market or that there was no 
market! Happily, the success of Philly Planes 
clearly demonstrates that there is a market.

However, finding your plane-making 
niche is only part of the story. Phil had 
also to find ways of making his products 
cost-effectively, source materials, solve the 
problem of metal components – more about 
these later – and also work out a marketing 
strategy. In the 21st century a website is 
vital to building a market presence but it 
is only a starting point. In the first year Phil 

attended just about every 
show he could find 
to gain awareness 
among as many 
woodworkers 
as possible; 
now he is much 
more selective. 

However, a 
website and show 
appearances are 
not enough, you 
need to persuade 

people to visit your 
site, and here Phil 

views an active presence on social media 
such as Facebook, YouTube and especially 
Instagram as vitally important. I asked him 
whether he had noticed a new interest 
among younger, social media savvy, people 
in the use of hand tools and, if so, to what 
he attributes it. He believes this revival in 
interest is indeed real and attributes it to a 
world which, for so many, is highly virtual in 
both social and work terms, but fails to meet 
a fundamental human need for a creative 

Phil has found social media sites, such as Facebook and Instagram, useful for reaching a younger audience

www.woodworkersinsitute.com F&C243  19  
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➤

Phil’s collection of floats, used for forming mouths and throats, plus a homemade specialised scraper

outlet involving the use of hands, brain and 
real tactile materials in a rewarding way. 
Social media is uniquely capable of reaching 
out to this group to demonstrate that there 
are accessible ways to meet this need.

Making the planes
Philly planes are, with few exceptions, 
made from the traditional British plane-
making wood – quartersawn beech (Fagus 
sylvatica). Given the relatively plentiful supply 
of beech you might be forgiven for thinking 
that you could simply ring one of the major 
timber merchants and order quartersawn 
beech, just as you can quartersawn oak 
(Quercus robur), but you can’t. It seems that 
these suppliers reserve all their quartersawn 
boards for the major furniture makers, so it 
is a question of touring all the timber yards 
in a 50 mile radius in the hope that they have 
a recently sawn butt or two from which the 
centre boards can be pulled and purchased; 
a time-consuming business.

Plane makers through the ages have 
developed their own methods of making, 
not least when it comes to the tricky matter 
of forming the throat and mouth. Many 
devised ingenious machines for this process, 
which they kept well away from the eyes of 
competitors and did not record for the same 
reason. So, today’s plane maker is still on his 
own and Phil uses the decidedly low-tech 
combination of a pillar drill and hand tools. 
For this he has a wide selection of floats, 
some made by Lie-Nielsen and some smaller 
homemade versions for places where access 

One of the planes that inspired Phil, an exquisite No. 1 hollow by William Madox from ca. 1750

is more restricted. Floats are an underrated 
woodworking tool, working like a row of 
scrapers accurately aligned in one plane 
to enable a flat surface to be formed in 
places that cannot be reached with other 
hand tools or routers.

Recesses such as those for the metal 
work on a moving fillister are formed using 
a small milling machine which, while not 

really up to the job of working accurately in 
metal, is perfectly capable of producing neat, 
accurate recesses in wood. Having never 
previously done any metal working, this is 
another skill that Phil has taught himself and 
for it he uses a somewhat larger mill that is 
well up to the job of working mostly in brass. 
All metal components for the planes, apart 
from screws and T nuts, are made in house. 
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DESIGN & INSPIRATION
Profi le: Phil Edwards

The completed wood parts for a moving fillister. The large brass block will be milled to form the adjustable depth stop

The small milling machine used for forming recesses 
in Philly planes. Being lightweight it is more suited 
to working in wood than metal

“Throughout the ages craftsmen have adopted the 
technologies available to them in order to earn 

a better living and make a better product”

This includes blades that are made from 
O1 tool steel. Phil does his own heat 
treatment and has found that the cleanest 
and quickest way is to use a gas blow torch 
for heating and an oil bath for quenching, 
using a combination of changing steel colour 
with rising temperature and the fact that 
steel ceases to be magnetic at the required 
temperature – determined with ‘a magnet 
on a stick’. Low tech, but it works. 

Despite catering for hand tool enthusiasts 
and enjoying hand work himself, Phil 
cannot afford the luxury of performing every 
operation by hand and uses machinery 
where this will cut the making time or 
improve quality. He is baffled by the 
antipathy the use of machines seems to 
generate in some enthusiasts on the basis 
that a plane which has had machines used 
in its making somehow lacks purity. As he 
says, “Throughout the ages craftsmen have 
adopted the technologies available to them 
in order to earn a better living and make a 
better product, whether that be the pit saw 
or a CNC router, and it is only in relatively 
recent times that anyone has thought any 
the worse of them or their products for it.” 
I could only agree with him. Perhaps it is 
a legacy of the Arts and Crafts movement, 
which romanticised the idea of hand work 
as some kind of higher calling. The larger mill used for metalwork

➤
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Contact: Philly Planes
Web: www.phillyplanes.co.uk

Like many woodworkers, Phil couldn’t resist the temptation to make this piece of workshop furniture look nice. 
Despite appearances, this tool cabinet is at least 90% MDF

Phil’s well-used metal 
working lathe

Workshop
The Philly Planes workshop is a converted 
double garage and, as will be apparent 
from the photographs shown here, it is not 
the surgically clean and tidy workplace 
sometimes seen in F&C profiles. It is itself a 
hard-working tool with plane blanks lined up 
on its upper shelves but everything needed 
is there, from the pillar drill and mills already 
mentioned to a middling sized table saw, 
a jointer, router table, and wood and metal 
working lathes, not forgetting a well-worn 
workbench with front and tail vices and a 
small wood burning stove to keep warm.

The future
There can be little doubt that Philly Planes 
has a bright future. Phil Edwards is an 
affable and engaging promoter of his 
excellent planes and clearly has the skills, 
inventiveness and adaptability needed to 
solve any problems he encounters. When 
asked if Philly Planes could ever be more 
than a one-man business his response was 
an emphatic ‘Yes’. He has a nine month 
waiting list, 60% of his output goes to 
North America, he is expanding his range 
to include more specialist models and the 
hand tool revival is running in his favour.
   The three years he reckons it takes for a 
business like his to become viable has been 
weathered and he is now making a living. 
The biggest obstacle to expansion is finding 
a young person with the right combination of 
application and aptitude to learn the trade. 

Finally, if you were in any doubt as to how 
multi-dimensional Phil Edwards is, many 
of his weekends are taken up with playing 
guitar and singing in mod-revival band 
The Lambrettas! F&C
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NEW WOODWORKING BOOKS

Quick Find Code: 25948
All New Turning Projects 

with Richard Raff an
£17.99

Quick Find Code: 25390
The Woodburner 

Handbook
£7.99

Quick Find Code: 24279
Woodturning Trickery

£16.99

Quick Find Code: 26229
Cabinets, Vaniধ es and 

Countertops
£16.99

Quick Find Code: 25846
Great Big Toy Trucks

£17.99

Quick Find Code: 26228
All New Building Decks

£17.99

Quick Find Code: 25951
The New Small House

£17.99

Quick Find Code: 21569
Woodland Crađ 

£25.00

Hundreds of inspiring Woodworking and DIY books available
Visit www.thegmcgroup.com or call 01273 488005
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NEW HS105 10” Tilt Abor Sawbench

HS105 Features

2000W soft start motor (230v)

Easy-glide side extension table

Cast alloy table

Cutting depth at 90°/45º: 80/50mm

Top quality 60 teeth TCT blade (30ø)

Rigid steel frame leg stand

Transport wheels

 Weight 30.6 kg

Product No 5901308901

For more information visit www.nmatools.co.uk
Or call 01484 400488

nmatools.co.uk
info@nmauk.com

SPECIAL
OFFER

Solid table extension
for cutting large boards

BUY A HS105
& GET 50% OFF
THE HA1000
EXTRACTOR
FULL PACKAGE
£299.95 INC VAT
(Special offer price of £299.95 inc VAT only applies when
purchasing both the HS105 saw & HA1000 vac at the same time.
Offer ends 31st March 2016)

Up to 45º tilt for
angled cuts

Mitre guide included
as standard

80

255 mm

2000W

Designed to fill the gap between entry level sawbenches and serious professional machines, the new 
Scheppach HS105 tilt arbor sawbench offers an exceptional specification and is amazing value for money. 
Even at first glance it stands out as “top of its class”. A good size extending cast alloy saw table with mitre 
attachment as standard. Rigid fence with micro setting. Dual handwheel for R&F & micro tilt settings plus a 
60 tooth TCT sawblade as standard.

HS105 SAW ONLY 

£239.95 INC VAT

INC
REDUCER KIT
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orner decoration is a distinctive 
element of many stringed musical 
instruments including those of 

the violin and guitar families. Although 
at first it may seem purely decorative, 
corner decoration performs the important 
structural function of protecting delicate 
corners and preventing knocks or cracks 
spreading across an instrument’s thin 
acoustic plates. 

There are two principle types of corner 
decoration – purfling and corner binding, 
and although these terms are often used 
interchangeably they are in fact very 
different. For corner binding a ledge is cut 
into the joint between the side and the 
soundboard, removing the corner of that 
joint which is then replaced with a hardwood 
strip. Purfling on the other hand leaves the 
corner of the soundboard intact, but inlays a 

hardwood strip close to the edge of 
the instrument, and therefore has much 
in common with string inlay techniques 
used by period furniture makers.

There are a number of methods for 
cutting the channels for purfling, and corner 
binding ledges, including routers mounted 
in ‘lazy Jane’ jigs into which you push 
the instrument (always a nerve-racking 
experience) or blades mounted in handles 
which are used to score the edges before 
excavating material with chisel or router 
plane. Regardless of what method is used, 
what is essential is that the channels cut 
are of a consistent depth and width, and 
for purfling that they are a consistent 
distance from the edge of the instrument. 
Recently I’ve been testing the most 
impressive, and over-specified, purfling 
cutter I’ve ever encountered. 

Testing the Holtey
Purfling cutter
Kieran Binnie reviews the Holtey Purfling cutter 

and puts it to work on a Roubo bookstand
This mid-19th-century violin has lovely purfling and 
matching inlay on the back

Rosewood and maple corner binding on one of my 
guitar builds

F&C_243_26-29_BINNIE_REVIEW_bdDJJRSD.indd   26 24/02/2016   11:00



www.woodworkersinstitute.com F&C243  27  

PROJECTS & TECHNIQUES
Review – Holtey Purfling cutter

The product of a long standing friendship 
between plane maker Karl Holtey and Robin 
Lee of Veritas, this purfling cutter has been 
designed by Holtey and manufactured by 
Veritas/Lee Valley. According to the Lee 
Valley website a limited run of 100 units 
has been made, and the handles for each 
tool were turned by Holtey himself.

First impressions are exceedingly 
favourable, and indicative of the level of 
quality you would expect from the drawing 
board of Karl Holtey. The 90mm long 
rosewood (Dalbergia latifolia) handle is 
comfortable in the hand and a small raised 
ledge near the top adds a pleasing visual 
detail. A 58mm-long stem gives plenty of 
surface area to register against the side 
of an instrument when cutting. The front 
of the otherwise cylindrical stem has a 

Here you can clearly see the flat face of the fence, as well as two blades Using the two blades together cuts a channel 2.5mm wide, which can be expanded up to 
4.8mm wide using shims

generous 8.5mm wide flat, and the cutter 
bar can be orientated so that the blades 
are either on the curved or the flat side of 
the stem, depending on whether you are 
cutting curved or straight work. The blades 
themselves are held in a 48mm-long bar 
that passes through the main stem at 90°. 
Knurled brass thumbscrews allow the blades 
to be released, and to adjust the travel of 
the short bar through the main stem, which 
determines how far from the edge of the 
workpiece the cut is made. The range of 
travel on the short bar allows the blades to 
be set from 0.5mm to 30mm from the main 
stem, which should cover all eventualities. 
Two blades are included, each 1.15mm thick, 
and these can be used simultaneously to cut 
both edges of the purfling channels in one 
go, or individually for corner binding ledges. 

In use
This all sounds good on paper, but how 
does the purfling cutter perform at the 
workbench? As should be no surprise given 
that Karl Holtey designed the cutter, this 
is a Rolls Royce quality tool. The handle is 
comfortable even for long periods of use, 
and slips into the palm of the hand. The 
high level of adjustment in blade depth, and 
position of the cutters in relation to the main 
stem, means that the tool is easily configured 
to the requirements of the workpiece at 
hand. Both thumbscrews lock authoritatively 
and I had no concerns that they would come 
undone in use. Similarly, the articulated 
elbow locks solidly and stays in position 
throughout use. While the articulated elbow 
might at first look like a gimmick, being 
able to adjust the handle angle really does 
improve the comfort and versatility of the 
cutter, and is a very welcome feature. 

The blades are sharp out of the box 
and slice with, and across, the grain, with 
ease. Some purfling cutters suffer from a 
tendency to follow grain patterns rather than 
the edge of the workpiece, which results 
in an inconsistent (and unsightly) distance 
between the purfling and the edge of the 
work. However, I never found this to be 
an issue with the Holtey designed cutter, 
thanks to the generous fence and the 
articulated handle. This combination allows 

maximum pressure to be maintained against 
the reference edge. The result is a cutter 
that tracks to the line without any risk of 
wandering.

The choice of curved and flat faces to 
the fence means that curves are as easy to 
cut as straight edged work, and it is simple 
to switch between the two faces of the 
fence for different sections of a work piece. 
The cutter works just as well for defining 
the edges of corner binding as it does for 
purfling channels.

In use the handle slips into the palm so that   
you can grip the elbow between forefinger and 
thumb, offering real control over the cut

The rosewood handle is turned by Karl Holtey himself

Using both cutters simultaneously, with the 
cutters placed bevel-to-bevel, results in a 
channel 2.5mm wide, and user made shims 
can be used to increase the channel width 
up to a maximum 4.8mm. 

So far so good, but here is the clever part; 
most other hand-powered purfling cutters 
are mounted in a knife-style handle, which 
dictates the angle at which the tool can be 
held. Not so here. The elbow between the 
handle and the stem articulates through 
180°; a twist of the handle to loosen the 
locking mechanism is required, rotate the 
stem to the desired angle and twist the 
handle clockwise to lock. This makes for a 
comfortable experience and Holtey tells me 
that the ergonomic benefits of this design 
mean that his purfling cutter is very popular 
with makers who have injured or weak wrists. 

Features 

F&C_243_26-29_BINNIE_REVIEW_bdDJJRSD.indd   27 19/02/2016   10:07



28  F&C243 www.woodworkersinstitute.com

Set the depth of cut by referencing the blades against 
the purfling material

The purfling channels have been cut and cleaned outA holdfast is perfect for securing the work, while a fine chisel removes the waste

Having lived with the Holtey designed 
purfling cutter for a while I was itching to use 
it on a real project. My current guitar build 
is not yet ready for any corner decoration, 
so instead I decided to add some holly (Ilex 
aquifolium) inlay to the edges of a Roubo 
bookstand I built last summer. In some 
respects this is the perfect test piece for the 
purfling cutter as it features both concave 
and convex curved edges, in addition to 
straight sections. This necessitates cutting 
both across and with the grain, and puts 
both faces of the fence to use, as well as 
testing the ability of the cutters to slice 
through dense mahogany (Khaya spp.). 

First, I set the depth of each blade to 
a hair less than the depth of the purfling 
material to be installed. The easiest way 
to do this is to hold the blades against the 
purfling material and retract them through 
the stem until the correct depth of cut is 
achieved. Next the distance between the 
blades and the main stem was set so that 
the purfling channel is cut the correct 
distance from the edge of the workpiece 
(I opted for a distance of 6mm for the 
bookstand). Finally, I secured the workpiece 
to the edge of the bench so that the main 
stem could ride along the edge of the work 

Purfling the Ruobo bookstand

Conclusion
Although this is the most expensive 
($329.00) purfling cutter I’ve yet to find,
it is also without any shadow of doubt the 
most versatile. The features devised by Karl 
Holtey mean that the purfling cutter would
be as useful to a furniture maker as a luthier, 
and it is an easy matter to set the tool up 
for a wide variety of purfling widths and 
distances from the edge of the work.

If I had one criticism it would be that

the minimum channel width of 2.5mm
when using both cutters simultaneously
is a little wide, and it would be good to see 
alternative cutters sizes on sale to allow for 
purfling channels of narrower widths to be 
cut in a single pass. However, this is a small 
complaint, and it is always possible to cut 
narrower channels by using a single cutter 
and doubling the number of passes. In short, 
this is one review tool that I don’t want to 
leave my tool chest.

without being caught on the bench below – 
a holdfast is perfect for this task, although 
any decent clamp would work.

When a project requires purfling to 
be installed on both straight and curved 
sections I divide cutting the channel into 
stages. With the Holtey designed cutter this 
approach also minimises the number of times 
the orientation of the fence, between curved 
and flat face, needs to be changed. I cut the 
straight sections of the purfling channel first, 
taking several light passes until the blades 
were at full depth. Taking light passes makes 
keeping the fence hard against the edge 
of the work significantly easier as most of 
your focus can be on pulling the fence into 
the work instead of pressing down on the 
blades. In contrast, trying to sink the full 
length of the blades into the work in one go 
can encourage the blades to follow the grain 
pattern and allow the fence to drift away 
from the edge of the work. Often the cut will 
be shallower at each end of the channel, 
so once the full length of the channel has 
been defined it is worth working each end 
from the middle until the full depth of cut has 
been achieved consistently along the length.

With the straight channels marked out, 
I moved the blades to the curved side of the 

fence and traced around the curved sections 
of the bookstand, again using several light 
passes until I was at full depth. A fine chisel 
cleared the waste from the channel, and a 
small router plane can also be useful if the 
channel is wide enough to accommodate 
the router plane blade. Again, working from 
the middle out towards each edge can help 
to ensure that a consistent depth is achieved 
throughout. I also use a fine marking knife 
to refine any corners between curved and 
straight sections.
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PROJECTS & TECHNIQUES
Review – Holtey Purfling cutter

 The completed Roubo bookstand

A fine bladed marking knife and a mini chisel are useful for cleaning up the transitions   
between sections of the purfling channel

Bending purfling on a hot iron is a two-handed job – 
unless you also need to take pictures!

With the channel cut and cleaned up I 
gently chamfered the two bottom edges of 
the purfling stock with a cabinet scraper – 
this makes for an easier fit during glue-up 
and ensures that the purfling does not bruise 
the show edges of the channel. The purfling 
was then cut to length, again starting with 
the straight sections. I find that using a wide 
chisel gives a cleaner end to fine purfling, 
thanks to the extra mass and also not 
needing to balance a narrow blade on small 
stock – although it looks like overkill to use 
a 25mm-wide chisel on 2.5mm-wide purfling 
this technique is definitely beneficial!
The curved sections were bent on a hot 

Gentle taps with a small hammer will seat the purfling within the channel

bending iron while they were over length,
and then trimmed to fit. 

I prefer hide glue for purfling installation, 
and standing the bottle of glue in a mug 
of hot water for a few minutes gives a less 
viscous consistency, which is easier to 
brush into the fine purfling channel. After 
brushing the glue into the channel I fitted the 
curved sections first, followed by the straight 
sections. A couple of gentle taps with a small 
hammer seats everything nicely, and the work 
is set aside until the glue cures. Once the 
glue had cured I brought the excess purfling 
down flush with the surface of the bookstand 
using a cabinet scraper. F&C

F&C_243_26-29_BINNIE_REVIEW_bdDJJRSD.indd   29 29/02/2016   10:45



NEW
The Professional’s  
Choice for Plunge  
Sawblades

Premium quality plunge 
sawblades with microgranular 
Tungsten Carbide Tips for 
long lasting performance in 
timber and abrasive materials.

To find your nearest stockist 
visit www.trend-uk.com or call 
01923 249911.
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T
he facet cabinet came about as a 
speculative exhibition piece. I wanted 
to design a piece to highlight the 

warmth and strong grain of oak (Quercus 
robur). To this end I decided the piece 
should be starkly simple with strong linear 
elements, giving an almost architectural feel. 
But most of all I was certain that the piece 
should be made from solid wood. I don’t 
believe you can truly celebrate the grain of a 
wood when that grain only runs a fraction of 

a millimetre deep. Solid wood must 
be used sympathetically such that the 
grain of the wood, including its end grain, 
enhances the structure of the piece.

In this case I wanted to dispense with 
the conventional framing elements in a 
frame and panel construction, and have 
the grain running in a single (horizontal) 
direction. Instead the door was stabilised 
by concealed batons running through the 
door. The constructional necessities of this 

method, such as the narrow staves and 
expansion gaps become the prominent 
features of the design. The staves were 
tapered and faceted to introduce interesting 
effects in light and shadow. The carcass, 
visible only as two horizontals when viewed 
in profile, was fumed and ebonised to 
emphasise the natural oak. As a final nod 
towards the versatility of solid wood the 
hand-dovetailed drawer runs on full extension 
wooden runners, purposefully left visible.

Face values
Neal Crampton shows how solid wood can be used beyond the 

conventional frame and panel on his intriguing facet cabinet

  

PH
OT

OG
RA

PH
S 

BY
 J

OH
N 

GA
RO

N

➤

PROJECTS & TECHNIQUES
The facet cabinet
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Scale: 1 to 8 (except drawer and panel details)

Runner layout reversed on inside. 
Position of stop in carcass shown

ELEVATION/SECTIONs AND DETAILS
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Removeable back matches 
appearance of door and side panel

Drawer and carcass have dovetail
housings to take sliding timber
runners. These runners have stopped
grooves both sides, with dowels inserted
into the carcass and drawer sides at the
halfway point. The open ends of the 
grooves are filled using fillets screwed
into one end.

Breadboard ends joined using through 
tongue and dowels. Outer dowel holes in 
tongue slotted to allow timber movement

Single panel joined to 
carcass with dominos
top and bottom (top
not shown). Panel and
door constuction uses
alternating tapered 
sections joined by tongue
and groove and hidden 
battens held in place 
using 12mm dowels 

Hidden batten

Dowel
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The facet cabinet

Door components 

The door and neighbouring panel were to 
be the main focus of the cabinet. The choice 
of grain was essential – wild, swirly grain 
patterns can look sensational in large areas, 
but for smaller linear components straight, 
tight grain is needed. To this end I used 
carefully selected quartersawn oak for the 
staves that make up the door and panel. 

Laying out the door can be confusing, 
and a full-scale drawing is recommended! 
To calculate the initial dimensions of the 
staves allowances must be made for the 
tongues and grooves and the expansion 
gaps either side of them, as well as any 
tapering. The position of the concealed 
baton within the door must also be carefully 
considered; it must run wholly within the 
tongue of the stave and the tongue must also 
be suitably placed to allow any shaping on 
the front of the stave. 

Accuracy is paramount when making 
these doors. Each door is made up of 10 
individual staves so any small errors are 
soon multiplied. It is essential to start 
out with accurately machined stock and 
to maintain this accuracy throughout the 
machining processes. I would recommend 
making plenty of spare staves to be used 
in the setup of each machining process. 

The first task is to cut the mortises for 
the concealed batons before any shaping of 
the staves takes place. This is done using a 

router with an appropriately sized bushing 
guide and cutter, used in conjunction with 
a jig. The jig consists of an aperture around 
which guide bushing is run. The exact 
dimension of the mortise is not too important 
as the batons will be machined to an exact fit 
afterwards. Beneath this aperture a number 
of stops hold each stave securely to ensure 
the mortises are consistently accurate. The 
mortise is cut to the full width of the stave 
in a number of small passes to prevent 
any disasters. 

The concealed batons are made of maple 
(Acer campestre) for its stability and strength 
and have previously been machined oversize 
and left in stick. The straightest batons are 
chosen (there is little chance of making a 
flat door with warped batons) and these 
are machined to an exact fit. 

The staves are tapered along both 
their width and thickness. This involves 
constructing a pair of sled jigs that hold the 
stave at the required angle for cutting each 
taper. The width taper is cut first. The sled 
jig consists of a cradle and a shim that holds 
the stave in place. The bulk of the waste 
is cut off on the bandsaw by holding the 
reference face of the jig against the fence 
of the bandsaw. To finish the taper the jig 
was carefully fed through the thicknesser 
with the reference face of the jig against 
the thicknesser bed. This leaves a surface 

requiring only a fine skiff with a hand plane 
to finish. Great care needs to be taken to 
ensure the stave is firmly held in the jig, 
especially when thicknessing. In this case 
the stave is held in the jig by two screws 
into the edge of the stave. These screw 
holes lie in what will become the groove 
and are removed later.

The tongues (and the corresponding 
grooves) are now cut on the freshly tapered 
edge of the stave. This must be done prior 
to cutting the taper in the thicknesser as 
both front and back faces are required to 
cut the tongues. The tongues and grooves 
are gauged from either face and cut on the 
router table using a grooving cutter. It is 
important that the top of the tongue does
not ‘bottom out’ on the base of the groove
so the staves have room to expand as well
as contract. 

Finally, the staves can be tapered 
along their thickness using a second sled 
jig, in exactly the same way as for the width 
taper. In this case the securing screw-holes 
are later removed as they coincide with the 
position of the dowels that fix the concealed 
batons. The final width profile and thickness 
profiles are shown. The through mortises 
are contained within the tongue-and-groove 
channel and the shaping doesn’t impinge 
on this channel either, as planned.

The door is made up of 10 individually tapered staves, 

which are threaded onto concealed batons The stave is shaped in its width using a sled jig

The concealed batons run in mortises routed with a 

bushing guided cutter running around an aperture

The jig holds the stave at the appropriate angle for the taper

The underside of the jig contains a number of stops 

to accurately locate the stave

First the taper is roughly cut on the bandsaw

➤
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The rough cut is cleaned up using the thicknesser The finished taper

Cutting the tongues and grooves on the router table The stave is then shaped in its thickness using a second sled jig

Prior to glue-up the stave ends are finished The door is glued up in a frame made exactly square

The finished width profile of the stave… … and the thickness profile

Door glue-up
Prior to assembly all the surfaces must be finished. The finished 
look of the door relies on sharp, crisp surfaces and edges, so if 
ever there is a time for heavy sanding, this is not it. All the faces are 
hand planed, I use a number 5 plane for the faces, a block plane 
for the edges and a low angle block plane for the end grain.

The door can now be assembled. To ensure everything remains 
square and flat the door is assembled in a frame that is exactly square, 
which is in turn clamped to the bench (which is of course flat – right?). 
The staves are threaded onto the batons without glue and the whole 
assembly is placed in the frame. Packing pieces ensure that the 
expansion gaps between the staves are even. With everything 
in place the door is clamped along the length of the batons. 

The door is held together by dowels that pin each stave to the 

batons. These dowel holes are routed in the back of the door while 
it is in the frame. To do this the door assembly is flipped in the frame 
and the dowel holes routed using a template and a router fitted 
with a guide bushing. The dowels can now be glued with the door 
assembly still in the clamps without any rush or stress about the glue 
going off. Cleaning up the doors is similarly easy, the dowels and any 
excess glue is flushed off with a plane. The finished doors can then 
be fitted for height with a few strokes of the plane and hinged using 
Brusso pivot hinges. The finished door can’t really be fitted to an 
opening in the conventional manner, as planing the sides of the door 
is liable to lead to breakout across the back edges of each stave. 
Therefore extreme care is needed to make both the door and the 
carcass perfectly square.
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The door assembly is clamped in the frame using packing pieces to ensure 

even expansion gaps

Dowel holes are routed in the back of the door. The door is clamped to the bench 

to ensure flatness

Full extension wooden drawer runners
While the practicality of metal full extension 
runners is undeniable, I have never really 
felt them suitable for fine furniture. On this 
piece I decided to head into proper wood 
engineering and make a set out of wood. 
The runners run in two dovetail housings, 
one in the drawer side, one in the carcass. 
Stops running in grooves prevent the runner 
extending more than halfway out of each 
housing, i.e. when the drawer is fully open.

The dovetail housings in the carcass 
are routed before the carcass is glued 
up. The drawer front is fitted tightly to the 
opening, but with a packing piece on each 
side to allow for the runner. The drawer is 
then made traditionally with through dovetails 
and a cedar (Cedrus spp.) base, although 
the sides are thicker to accept the runner 
housing. The dovetail layout is altered such 
that the runner housing is contained within 
the central tail at the front and rear. The 
assembled drawer is then planed down to 
a slightly looser fit in the packed opening. 
The dovetail housing is then carefully routed 
into the sides of the assembled drawer, a 
harrowing experience! Great care should be 
taken to ensure these housings are identical 

to the carcass housing, ideally by using the 
same height setting on the router table. 

The drawer runners were made from well-
seasoned maple, again plenty of spares were 
machined up and the straightest chosen. 
I found fitting the runners to be not at all 
easy. While it is pretty straightforward to 
get a single side running freely, to get both 
sides running together is altogether harder. 
What follows is the best method I could 
come up with, but is still reliant on a fair 
amount of trial and error. 

The thickness of the runner is the crucial 
measurement that determines the fit, this 
was carefully measured as twice the housing 
depth, plus the thickness of the packing 
piece used in the drawer fitting above.
The dovetailed shoulders are then cut 
on the router table using the same cutter
height as for the housings, and adjusting
the fence so that each runner runs freely
in its housing. Provided everything has gone 
right, the flange between the two sliding 
dovetails should now be precisely the width 
of the packing piece used in the original 
drawer fitting. This should lead to a perfectly 
fitting drawer, just as it did in the drawer 

fitting above. If the drawer does bind there 
really is no way to adjust this other than 
starting again with a slightly thinner set 
of runners, hence the spares! 

Stops are necessary to stop the runner 
falling out of the housings. Dowel stops 
are placed halfway along both the drawer 
and carcass housings. These dowel stops 
run in stopped grooves in both sides of 
the runner. The groove is routed with one 
end open, which is subsequently stopped 
by placing a fillet in the groove. The photos
shown on the following page illustrate how 
the stopped end of the groove limits how 
far the drawer can extend, and how the fillet 
stops the drawer being pushed into the 
carcass. There is an analogous arrangement 
on the carcass side. The drawer is installed 
by screwing in the fillets in situ, so ensure 
the screws are accessible with the drawer 
installed. 

Finally, remember that the drawer is 
installed from the back, so make sure 
any back panel is removable! In this case 
I chose a back panel that mirrored the 
design of the door, in solid wood 
of course.

Full extension drawer runners run in dovetail housings 

in the drawer side and carcass

The housing is routed into the drawer side

Dovetail layout to accommodate runner housing 

in drawer side

The drawer is fitted to the opening with packer pieces 

to allow for the runners
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Beyond the frame and panel
Frame and panel construction, whereby
a floating solid panel is constrained
by a frame, is the traditional method
of stabilising panels of solid wood.
The purpose of the frame is two-fold;
it allows the panel to expand and
contract while maintaining the outer 
dimension (i.e. preventing a door from 
binding in its opening), and it prevents
the panel from warping. In the pursuit
of a more contemporary look, manmade 
boards are often used to remove the 

unwanted movement of solid wood. 
Alternatively, the movement of solid 

wood can be embraced; with imagination 
and a bit of thought, stability can be 
brought to solid wood in myriad ways 
beyond the frame and panel. Furthermore, 
the constructional necessities of these
designs can be emphasised as a
hallmark of contemporary craftsmanship, 
for example as visible dovetail batons.
This approach is not new and was 
exemplified by Franz Karg, a German 

woodworker active in in the 1970s and 
80s. As my work continues I am learning
to appreciate the beauty of solid wood
and how this can be enhanced by 
complementary design. As you can
see in the photos here, wide staves 
enhance a beautiful single board of ash 
(Fraxinus excelsior), whereas narrow 
staves showcase the exceptionally tight 
grain of larch (Larix decidua) grown
at alpine altitudes, set against ebonised 
oak (Quercus robur). F&C

Routing the dovetail shoulders on the runners

Detail of visible dovetailed baton in larch and Formica cabinet Jewellery box made from reclaimed Swiss larch and ebonised oak

Doors constructed 

from a single board 

of native ash 

The spacer and the flange should be exactly 

the same width

The stops prevent the drawer overextending … The drawer is installed by screwing in the fillets

… and disappearing into the carcass

Conclusion
I really enjoyed the challenges this piece brought and hopefully 
I have explained my motivation for exploring the slightly unusual 
construction methods. I hope I have also hinted at some further 
ways in which these methods can be exploited. Neither of the 

methods I have described are particularly advanced in any 
single stage and with sufficient forethought, methodical 
working and a constant eye on accuracy you should be 
able to achieve similar results.
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Beneath the surface 
Neil Erasmus explains why the secret to a perfect oil finish is plenty of elbow grease

A
ll too often, woodworkers have 
a fairly vague understanding of 
the various types of wood coatings 

and their particular methods of preparation 
and application. What should be clear to the 
maker is fitness of purpose for the furniture 
type, and based on this, a decision is made 
as to the type of finish and the gloss level 
required. It may even be that the piece, 
or pieces, are finished in more than one 
finish type. A dining table and matching 
chairs, for example, may all be oiled, with 
the exception of the table top, which the 
maker may choose to finish in a harder 
wearing, two-part spray finish. This article 
covers my particular method of oiling, 
and its preparation and finishing.

Why oil?
Over a long career designing and making, 
I have used most finishes, but have settled 
with an oil finish for almost all my work. 
The exceptions to this rule are cabinets 
and chests of drawers, where I apply a 
nitro-cellulose finish to all concealed parts 
to avoid the months-long off-gassing that 
oil finishes tend to do. The exposed surfaces 
are then oiled as usual. I mostly spray all 

internal parts of carcasses several days 
prior to assembly, masking off all joinery 
beforehand to allow the glue to do its job 
later upon assembly. 

Providing you choose an oil type that is 
formulated without any toxic drying agents, 
the task of applying an oil finish can be 
done without the need for cumbersome and 
sometimes costly gear. There are now a small 
number of manufacturers who produce oils 
that are mainly based on natural linseed oil, 
but which also contain only plant, or organic 
drying agents, rather than toxic chemical 
ones. We find that we are able to work with 
the natural finishes for extended periods of 
time without any discomfort, such as skin 
irritation, headaches or nausea. The Germans, 
in particular, produce excellent finishing oils 
for all woodwork, for both interior and exterior 
applications. Some are even specifically 
formulated as floor finishes for homes 
occupied by people with severe allergies.

Natural finishes such as oil and shellac are 
best applied to hand-planed or finely sanded 
wood surfaces, unlike their modern lacquer 
counterparts that require a coarser surface 
to ‘key’ properly to. I prefer a surface that is 
so smooth that light is absorbed well below 

the surface, allowing all the wood’s natural, 
vibrant colour and figure to be reflected back 
to the viewer. Due to the rougher surfaces 
that are required on furniture that is sprayed, 
these beautiful, natural features in wood are 
mostly obscured.

Lastly, oil finishes are so forgiving, both 
from the maker’s perspective and from 
the owner’s point of view, in that repairs 
to the finish, or even a complete rejuvenating 
oil finish, are dead easy years later.

Preparation
In a nutshell what you wish to achieve, 
ideally, with a wood surface prior to the 
first application of oil, is one that has all 
the attributes of a hand-planed surface. 
This is true irrespective of the nature of the 
surface, whether it be flat, or shaped. So, if 
your hand-skills are up to it, a finish straight 
off a well-honed cutting tool is, I believe, 
impossible to beat. If your preference is 
abrading, you would need to sand to about 
600 grit, or finer. I generally sand through 
the grades 180/240/320 and 600, checking 
the surface regularly with raking light, which 
exposes scratches that show up as shadow 
lines. Imagine a scratch as a valley in an 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY NEIL ERASMUS

➤
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Applying the oil
Depending on the nature of the item and 
its surface, I use several methods to apply 
oil. For complex pieces like chairs I use a 
paintbrush, while a roller is used on big, 
flat table surfaces, and a rag is employed for 
small, simple items. Once a wet coat of oil 
is applied, the excess is always rubbed off, 
but the amount of oil that is applied, and 
the time between application and wiping off 
varies depending on a number of factors.

The first coat
Once the wood is properly planed and/
or sanded, and the dust removed from its 
pores, it is ready for its first coat. Polishing, 
needless to say, should always be done in 
a fairly clinical environment. Too much dust 
will invariably put paid to all your efforts, so 
a clean place with fresh, clean materials is 
a must. For the purpose of this article, I am 
oiling a jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata) dining 
table top. The four, subtly figured old-growth 
boards are consecutively quartersawn, with 
rich pink to burgundy tones. I opted to apply 
the oil with a simple paint roller, as this is the 
quickest way to apply the first, liberal wet 

coat. Remember that much of the first 
coat will be absorbed into the wood, so 
it needs to be the heaviest of all. Within 
several minutes you can see a patchwork 
of little dry spots where the oil has been 
absorbed into the wood. There is no harm 
in keeping it wet by going over the surface 
again with the roller for a little while, but 
don’t add any more finish.

Once applied, I try to ‘read’ the situation 
as carefully as I can in terms of how much 
time I have before the oil begins to thicken. 
Ideally, I wait as long as possible before 
I rub this coat out, but this ‘window’ can 
be anywhere between 10 and 40 minutes, 
depending on the ambient temperature. 
Rubbing out a coat that has partially 
polymerised (the surface goes sticky) is hard 
work, and in such a case I would recommend 
re-wetting the surface with more oil to help 
dissolve it. The warmer the day, the quicker 
the oil thickens. A scrap piece of the same 
material, sanded to the same standard, is 
always a good option on which to test the 
surface, before rubbing any excess oil off. 
I simply rub a 50mm diameter ring on the 
surface with a rag-covered fingertip. 

You want to feel a dryish oil covering that 
readily rubs down to the wood surface, 
leaving no residue. Too much pressure and 
rubbing means that it has been left too long!

It is vitally important to remember that 
natural wood oils generate a lot of heat as 
they polymerise and can ignite, so place
all rags and oil-contaminated materials 
in an air-sealed container to starve them 
of oxygen, if they need to be reused. 
Alternatively, place them in water and
discard them after several days.

Working with a raking light helps to expose scratches

Hand sand to finish, working with the grain using 

long, even strokes 

The first coat of oil can be applied after planing, 

sanding and dust removal

Use a paint roller to apply the first coat 

quickly and heavily

Dry spots will appear where the oil has been 

absorbed into the wood

The time it takes the oil to thicken varies depending 

on ambient temperature

otherwise flat terrain, and the ‘sun’ (your 
light source) rising over the horizon. 
   The flat areas become bathed in light, 
while the valleys, or scratches, which may 
be nothing other than miniscule marks left by 
a coarser sandpaper, stand out as a shadow. 
This is the most efficient way to know when 
you’ve done enough, and neither too much 
nor too little sanding! The ‘feel’ test, I’m 
afraid, does nothing to inform you how 
you are progressing. I sand flat surfaces 
such as table tops with a random orbital 
sander, but always finish by hand, sanding 
with the grain in long, even strokes, before 
vacuuming out any dust residue from the 
grain. This last point is a very important 
one, as dust residue gives the wood an 
ill-defined, muddy appearance, rather than 
leaving it looking crisp and clean, with well-
defined texture. I like edges, corners and 
fine detail to be sharp and crisply chamfered, 
so I always sand these areas entirely by hand 
to maintain definition, or use a sharp block 
plane or spokeshave.

I feel that it is prudent at this stage 
to point out that I do not subscribe to 
the practice of wetting wood regularly to 
raise the grain, then sanding it flat. In fact, 
I feel this method, rather than achieving a 
nice smooth surface, actually creates one 
that is dimpled with tiny ‘divots’ that reflect 
less light, making the surface look and feel 
rougher. These little hollows in the surface 
are the spaces that were occupied by the 
tiny ‘splinters’ of raised grain caused by 
the drying out of the wood surface after it 
has been wetted with water. I find that with 
careful preparation of the surface of wood, 
it should never be necessary to de-nib the 
first, or any other, coat of oil. Of course, 
spray lacquers are different in that the first 
spray coat will raise the grain somewhat.

I never use steel wool to prepare wood
for a finish. Aside from the obvious problems 
caused by metal residue in sometimes 
tannin-rich woods, steel wool-rubbed 
wood loses crispness in its texture.
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Burnishing
The first coat has now cured, and the next stage begins.
Run your hand across the surface. It should feel as smooth
as the raw, finely sanded wood. If it feels a little rough, it probably 
means that the oils, rags or atmosphere are contaminated with
dust. In this case you are forced to sand this coat to de-nib it.
If it is only very slightly rough, I rub it back with the back of a

Second coat
Now that the first coat has sealed the wood 
and it has been burnished, all subsequent 
coats can be more sparingly applied, so 
an application rag and a wipe-off rag are 
all you need. Again, fold the rag into a neat 
rubber, charge it with oil, and wipe a wet 
coat across the grain, before wiping with the 
grain. This coat, and all coats that follow it, 
will go tacky much sooner, so be vigilant! 
I tend to be cautious, so I will begin to wipe 
off all excess oil with the dry rag immediately, 
and then rub it with the hessian cloth to an 
even glossier shine. This time you’ll notice 
that the hessian gets dragged back by the 
curing oil, but keep it moving!

The third coat and any further coats are 
all applied in exactly the same way as the 
second. If a satin finish is required after the 
last coat has dried, there are two ways I do 
it. 0000 steel wool can be used, or a special 
buffing pad fitted to a random orbital sander. 
The latter, especially, gives a beautiful, 

Rubbing
Any old, but clean, rag will do to rub 
off the excess first coat of oil. I gently 
rub across the grain to ‘fold’ some of 
the excess oil into the open pores to 
somewhat fill them, before rubbing 
along the grain in narrow figure of 
eights. I finish by rubbing, this time 
more vigorously, straight along the 
grain. There is a little secret to this last 
point: the rag gets folded into the hand 
a little like a large shellac rubber, and 
firmly held. Ideally, you want to rub in 
long continuous strokes from one end 
of the table top to the other, imagining 
your hand as an aircraft coming in to 
land early on the runway, and running 
well beyond the end, then ‘landing’ at 
the other end, and so on, overlapping 
each stroke a little. This way you avoid 
smudging the surface. Once the surface 
looks and feels smooth, it needs to be 
left for 12 hours or so to cure properly.

Rub across the grain first, then rub along the grain 

in a figure of eight

Hand sand to finish, working with the grain 

using long, even strokes The wood should be left for 12 hours to cure 

The hessian wad can be wrapped around 

a sanding block

You need to rub hard and vigorously along the grain Burnishing is hard work but produces excellent results

Oil recipes
I am often complimented on the finishes 
on my furniture, and asked whether I have 
any special recipe. Mostly, I use the oil 
just as it comes from the manufacturer, 
but if I’m after a heavier build, and/or a 
more water-resistant finish, I often add 
marine varnish and orange oil. The ratios 
will vary depending on the product used, 
but as a rule of thumb I mix propriety wood 
oil, marine varnish and natural orange oil in 
the ratio of 3:2:1, respectively. The varnish 
is a better sealer, while the orange oil 
helps to extend the mix’s open time, but 
also lubricates the rag when rubbing 
off. This system is particularly good 
for high-use table tops. F&C

piece of #600 sandpaper, rather than the sandpaper itself.
I now burnish the surface with a wad of natural hessian, 

rubbing hard and quite vigorously along the grain. You can wrap
the hessian around a cork sanding block if you prefer. You should 
notice a distinct glossing of the surface. Be prepared for a workout, 
as this is pretty physical, but the results are astounding.

consistent finish. The steel wool method 
requires a little care to get right. Use only 
top quality steel wool, and tear off a decent 
wad of it, then wrap it around a cork sanding 
block and rub the surface only along the 
grain in continuous, straight sweeps. The 
aircraft landing technique should yield good 
results. A word of caution, however, is due: 
never use steel wool anywhere near open-
grained woods such as wenge (Millettia 
laurentii) and especially oak (Quercus robur).

For the second coat, wipe across the grain first,

then wipe with the grain

Details:
Neil Erasmus is a third-generation, full-time 
designer, maker, writer and teacher living in 
Perth, Australia. 
Web: www.erasmusdesigns.com
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Diamonds are forever
Jacqueline and Shane Skelton of Skelton Saws introduce you to the art of chequering 

A
lthough the art of chequering has
been around for many hundreds
of years, it was first seen used in 

England in the late 18th century. British 
gunsmiths realised that by producing a
sturdy chequered grip one could eliminate
the problem of guns slipping from a
shooter’s hand in damp conditions.

So what is chequering? Well basically it 
is the intersecting of a series of V-troughed 
parallel lines to produce a diamond pattern. 
The human eye being naturally drawn 
to straight lines, makes chequering not 
only functional, but also decorative and 
aesthetically pleasing. While this technique
is synonymous with gunstocks, it can also
be found as an accent feature on tools, 
furniture and small decorative objects
such as jewellery boxes. 

Providing a grip to any surface,
chequering can be employed in both
wood and metalwork. Traditionally done
by hand, this skill has largely been lost
due to industrialisation and the introduction
of machines, stamps and lasers to speed
up manufacture. However, it must be noted 
that chequering of superior quality can still 
only be achieved by hand and is only done

so by the world’s best gunsmiths and
artisans, those who are able to create
the crispness of corners that a machine
could never reproduce. 

There are lots of different styles of 
chequering including: Pointed, Flat Top, 
Semi-Flat Top and Skip Line (also known 
as Scottish Chequering because of the 
tartan-like effect that is created). In this 
article, however, Shane, who re-chequered 
many gunstocks during his employment 
as a gunsmith, is demonstrating the basic 
technique of Pointed Chequering. Although 
the patterns and borders can be taken to 
extremes, with an equal amount of patience 
and practice the basic art of chequering
can be accomplished. 

Tools for the job
Back in the day there used to be an array 
of chequering tools available from a number of 
different makers, for those who didn’t produce 
their own tools by hand. Today, however, 
these tools are less accessible and unless 
you come across a good vintage find your 
best bet is a Dem-Bart tool. They still produce 
a variety of cutters, handles and marking 
out gauges. Effectively mini saws, the teeth 

on chequering tools range from 16–32tpi, 
additionally specialist tool heads are also 
available. It’s good to bear in mind that the 
finer the tooth of your tool, the harder it is to 
work, therefore we would suggest not going 
any finer than 20tpi to begin with. In fact 
all the tools shown here can be purchased 
rather inexpensively from Peter Dyson & 
Son Ltd of Holmfirth, Yorkshire. Additionally 
you will require a sharp pencil, a ruler and a 
toothbrush for cleaning and applying a finish.

The most common wood on which to 
apply chequering and the main timber used 
in gunstock production is walnut (Juglans 
regia). However, any tight grained hardwood, 
for example beech (Fraxinus exelsior), maple 
(Acer campestre) or rosewood (Dalbergia 
spp.), can be chequered. The raised crisp 
diamonds that are being cut in need a certain 
amount of strength which some open-grained 
hardwoods such as oak (Quercus robur) and 
elm (Ulmus procera) couldn’t offer. Always 
practice first and build up your confidence 
and muscle memory using some scrap wood 
before setting out onto finer projects.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JACQUELINE SKELTON

➤
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Marking out
To illustrate the Pointed Chequering 
technique, Shane has decided to show
you how to create a traditional diamond 
shape. To begin with, using a sharp pencil 
and a ruler first draw out a diamond shape 
on your piece of wood. 

If you are not using a marking gauge one 
must remember that a diamond is always 
between three and three and a half times 
longer than its width, the diamond point 
equates to around 33° with the flats being 
parallel to one another. 

Forming the border
Using a two-row cutter chequering tool,
place the tips of the outer row of teeth 
on the pencil line of your diamond border. 
Lightly push the tool forward along the line, 
engaging only one row of teeth by slightly 
canting the tool from vertical. This will start 
to form a trough along the marked edge. 
Be aware that you don’t require a great 
amount of force as you don’t need to cut 
deep at this stage. Repeat this process 
around all of the sides of the diamond. 

Now place the tool in the single trough 
that has been formed. Again lightly push 
the tool forward and slightly roll it vertical 
to form the second trough. Continue with 
this procedure all the way around the border, 
taking care not to overshoot. 

The basic tools required to get you started

Gently rolling the cutting tool to vertical to form a second trough

A vintage Swiss-made chequering tool and a Dem-Bart handle fitted with 

a two row cutter 20tpi

Outer border complete

Using the chequering gauge, mark out the angles 

for your diamond

Placing the inside edge row of teeth against 

the marked line

Forming a straight line outer border trough

Fully marked out diamond ready for cutting
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Forming the diamond
Follow the procedure as before to create 
a third trough, a fourth, fifth and so on 
until around eight lines from the border 
are complete. Then, placing the tool on 
the opposite border of the diamond, use the 
same technique. Working your way in you 
will begin to see the lines intersecting and 
a diamond pattern will begin to form. 

This process is repeated, working from 
either side until the whole of the diamond is 
covered. As you are always pushing outwards 
towards the border, care is needed so as 
not to cut into it in error. Following this, your 
diamonds should all now be fully formed.

Deepening the cuts
Using the same cutting tool, you are now 
going to re-cut all of the rows as before until 
the tool bottoms out and it won’t cut anymore. 
Making the troughs deeper will raise the 
diamonds to a point. Note that the deeper 
you cut the more fragile the diamonds are 
becoming, therefore take care not to use 
the nose of the cutter at this stage so as 
to prevent the diamonds from chipping. 
You must always use the teeth behind the 
nose to cut. 

As you work, clear the waste away from the 
troughs using a toothbrush, this will eliminate 
the chances of the chequering tool skipping. 

Smoothing out
Change the two-row cutter you have been 
using to a single-row one. As illustrated in
the photograph we have used an F1.    
   Holding the chequering tool vertical, re-cut 
each individual row to the inner edges of 
the border, this will produce a fine-edged 
diamond. Ensure that all troughs are of an 
equal depth and that all of the diamonds
are now fully formed up to the border.
The border can now be cut using this tool
to form a really crisp line around the edge. 

Using fine wire wool, lightly rub over the 
chequering to remove any surface burring 
and to polish the sides of the diamonds. 
Again, use your trusty toothbrush to remove 
any remaining debris. 

Finishing
Chequering should always be oil finished 
for the best seal. Again, using a toothbrush 
work the oil (we’ve used boiled linseed) 
into all the nooks and crannies, leave for 20 
minutes and then mop up the excess and pat 
dry with some paper towel. And there you 
have it – your diamond that’s forever! F&C

Using the inner border to form the third trough

Deepening the rows up to the border edge

A single row cutter smoothing out each row

Working linseed oil into the completed diamond pattern

Eight rows in from either side the diamonds within 

the diamond are beginning to form

Removing debris using a toothbrush

Using wire wool to deburr and polish

The finished diamond

 

 

Chequering facts

References

•  Chequering was first seen in England 
on flint-lock rifles back in 1777.

•  Chequering or checkering? Well both 
are correct, but the latter spelling is 
favoured more in the USA.

•  Chequering originated on the 
continent of Europe.

The Checkering and Carving of 
Gunstocks by Monty Kennedy, 
Stackpole Books, 1981
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CMT part no:694.020.30    
These cutter heads have been designed for using 
standard Euro limiter cutters and also integrate 
reversible tungsten knives on both edge and top 
to give a superb finish when rebating on top or 
bottom of the block. Special Offer is for  30mm 
bore only

 

CMT part no:694.001.30    
The CMT 694.001 set is a 3 part cutter for adjust-
able grooving using reversible disposable tungsten 
knives. These tools are the ideal for creating preci-
sion slots and grooves on material from 4mm up to 
15mm deep. The set uses spur cutters on the side 
in order to give a sheer cut and minimise break 
out. Special Offer is for  30mm bore only
 

CMT part no:694.018.30    
These new adjustable chamfer cutter heads carry 
out precise cuts, accurate bevels and joints on 
wooden boards and solid timber. For use on your 
spindle moulder machines, Special Offer is for  
30mm bore only
 

 

CMT Combi Rebate & Limiter 

£100

l scosarg.com Blatchford Rd, Horsham 
 RH13 5QR 

01403 273000

the machinery expertstscott   sargeant

Adjustable Groover Set 4-15 

special offers from
CMT Variable Angle Cutter Head  

£199
£222

CMT 694.011 Mitre Glue Joint 

CMT part no:694.011.30    
 
CMT’s lock mitre glue joint cutter blocks are ideal 
for milling mitre joints in stock with maximum 
26mm thickness. Create boxes, stretcher bars, 
frames and any assortment of right angle or paral-
lel joint projects. Two easy steps to produce per-
fectly fitting 45° miter joints:  first, position your 
workpiece horizontally, then vertically. Also, create 

£135

CMT 955.801 Window Sash Set  

CMT part no:955.801.11    
CMT designed this set so you can create window 
sashes that are as beautiful as they are functional. 
As an additional feature, the CMT window sash set 
will also mill perfectly joining 35 mm rail and stile 
parts for custom made doors.
 

 

£135

CMT 800 Tongue and Groove 

CMT part no:800.625.11    
Exclusive CMT design which allows the perfect fix 
for undersized plywood panel.
The tongue cutter features opposing shear angles 
to obtain flawless finishing on a large variety of 
material such as plywood, softwood and hard-
wood. For use on a table-mounted router, not for 
handheld routers.
 

£135

Flexible Template for Routing 

CMT part no:TMP-1000      
The CMT flexible template is a guide strip for 
that can be curved and formed to use on spindle 
moulders & routers. It is easy to use - just screw it 
on to any kind of wooden panel, MDF or chipboard 
for creating you forms, arcs and curved elements. 
The flexible strip template is fixed plate    with 
countersunk screws. The CMT flexible template is 
made of a highly-resistant flexible plastic, which 

£135

CMT  Roundover Router Bit Set 

CMT part no:838.501.11    
CMT’s Roundover Sets give you the maximum flex-
ibility for all of your projects by putting the most 
requested diameters in one package. Available in 
12,7mm and 6,35mm shanks. Roundover radii are 
6,35mm,
9,5mm and 12,7mm. These versatile bits are 
always in demand - the simple clean lines of a 
smooth roundover 

£135

Adjustable Shaker Router Bit Set  

CMT part no:800.624.11    
These new bit sets are excellent for producing 
adjustable tongue and groove joints with a bevel, 
in order to eliminate the panel rattle that may come 
up with the production of standards cabinets. 
Cut precise grooves into your plywood veneered 
panels and make perfect rattle-free fits. To be 
used on table-mounted routers. Avoid using these 
bits in hand-held power tools.

£135
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Our correspondent
John Lloyd shares his top tips for

stress-free glue-ups and what to expect...

...if you fail to plan…
 

Over the years, F&C has acquired readers from all four 
points on the compass and since going digital in 2013, 
that trend has increased. You can find us anywhere in the 
world with a link to the web. As the content of the magazine 
is a true reflection of our readership, we like to take you on 
a workshop tour of the globe. We’re back on home turf this 
month with John Lloyd in a precursor to a more detailed 
account of what you can do to ensure a perfect glue-up. 
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Gluing up in manageable chunks could result 

in a simpler cramping solution
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DESIGN & INSPIRATION
Our correspondent

H
ave you noticed how glue, or even 
just the thought of glue can turn 
an otherwise poised, confident 

woodworker into a hopeless, disorganised 
shambles? A piece of furniture is calmly 
and thoughtfully designed, timber is chosen 
with care, components are shaped with 
great precision, everything is a picture of 
considered composure until the glue bottle 
is liberated from the cupboard when, 
ironically, everything starts to fall apart.

Getting organised
Recently I asked a student who was 
about to embark on a glue-up if he was 
completely organised. He said ‘yes’! but 
there was something in his eyes that said, 
‘no, not really but I just want to get it over 
with so I’m going to go for it anyway’! All too 
often the gluing part of the woodworking 
process follows a pretty standard pattern 
– the word ‘glue’ is mentioned and a grey 
mist of confusion starts to swirl around the 
previously self-assured woodworker who 
blunders into the gluing process without 
giving it much more than a fleeting thought. 
Inevitably the end result of all this is a lot 
of panicked running around the workshop 
looking for cramps, plaintive cries for help, 
and ultimately a sticky and disconsolate 
mess sobbing uncontrollably in the corner.

So, why do so many people turn into 
gibbering wrecks at the very thought of 
a glue bottle and a pile of cramps? Well, 
when you pick up a glue bottle you are 
dramatically raising the stakes, up to this 
point the process has been controllable, 
a huge amount of time and energy has been 
invested in the bits of wood that are about 
to be joined together, things might have 
gone wrong along the way but they can be 
resolved in a calm, considered way. When 
glue is added to the equation you are usually 
buying a one-way ticket, the first dab of glue 
goes on, the clock starts ticking and the 
adrenaline starts to pump. Now, if things go 
wrong you only have a limited time to put 

them right or they might just stay wrong, all 
of the work that went before might be ruined, 
suddenly there is a huge amount to lose. 

Spontaneity can be a wonderfully 
exciting thing, but excitement is just what 
you don’t want when you’re gluing bits 
of wood together, what we need here is 
calm, calculated precision – in short, we 
need a plan. We have strategies in place 
for machining components safely and for
shaping and accurately cutting joints.
What we need are some strategies for
the gluing process, including a contingency 
plan for any minor snarl-ups. 

Contrary to popular belief, you can ‘have’, 
or more accurately, ‘use’, too many cramps, 
keeping the cramp set-up as simple as 
possible is usually a good thing. Covering 
your workshop walls with row upon row 
of cramps might impress someone visiting 
your workshop, but it won’t, in itself, be the 
solution to your gluing challenges!

Mark every joint clearly using whatever 
system works for you – triangles, letters, 
numbers, strange hieroglyphics, it doesn’t 
matter what you use, it just has to be 
blindingly obvious to you which bit goes 
where, and leave no room for misinterpretation 
in the heat of the moment. A rail that ends up 
with a rebate facing in the wrong direction is 
never going to be good for morale.

Take the time to do a full dry run, lay all 
the components out carefully, choose which 
cramps will work best and, very important, 
check that they are applying pressure in 
the right direction, generally at right angles 
to the joint line. If it seems impossible to 
get positive pressure in the right place to 
successfully close a joint tight, don’t just 
press on, and don’t forget that it is often 
possible to solve this problem by attaching, 
perhaps gluing on, some temporary angled 
cramping blocks. Bear in mind that glue will 
add a slippery dimension to the proceedings, 
so the dry run doesn’t tell you everything. 
Consider making some cauls, nice straight 
battens about 40 x 40mm covered in non-

stick parcel tape, and adding them in pairs 
to keep everything in line. Remember, apply 
the cauls first then apply the cramping 
pressure across the joint. 

If it’s feasible, split the gluing process up 
into manageable chunks. It’s just bravado, 
bordering on lunacy, to glue something like 
a chair, which might have 20 components, 
(probably upwards of 40 joints), in one 
go. Selecting an appropriate glue is vital, 
consider things like strength, moisture 
resistance, set times and open time, there 
are several ‘PVA’ glues that have extended 
open times; Epoxy, although quite an 
unpleasant glue to use, has a really useful, 
long open time and is incredibly strong. 
And don’t dismiss the animal glues as 
being irrelevant for today’s woodworkers, 
particularly the ‘cold-set’ ones like liquid 
hide or fish glue, these are strong, give you 
loads of time, can be reversed, are water-
washable/soluble and don’t affect finishes 
(not great for boat-building though). 

Always work quickly and try to keep 
the application of glue under control. 
Even with a glue that has a reasonably 
relaxed open time, try to execute the glue
-up with speed and efficiency, that way if 
things don’t go quite according to plan 
you might still have a vital few minutes in 
hand to sort things out. 

We all know that tea drinking is a vital part 
of the woodworking process and gluing is 
no exception. Having a cup of tea before you 
start your glue-up will give you a few minutes 
to get yourself into a calm Zen-like state, 
consider whether you’ve forgotten anything, 
and then confidently and purposefully get 
the glue-up done, you might even end up 
enjoying gluing, especially if there are some 
chocolate cookies in the biscuit tin. F&C

John Lloyd runs a range of long and short 

furniture making courses at his workshops 

in Sussex. For details, visit his website at 

www.johnlloydfinefurniture.co.uk

A well-thought-out former design will make for stress-free laminating Lamello have some cunning solutions that can do away with cramps altogether
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How to sharpen your
joinery plane irons
Joinery planes can pose unique sharpening challenges

even to those familiar with honing plane blades and chisels.

Here’s how Charles Mak keeps his joinery planes keen and sharp

T
he cutters or blades of my favourite joinery planes, namely, 
the router plane, shoulder plane, skew rabbet plane and plough 
plane, need different sharpening techniques because of their 

smaller size, odd shape or compound angle on the edge. Besides 
freehand sharpening, here is how I can also produce the finest edges. 

Sharpening systems
Waterstones are my go-to sharpening media, but I also use 
diamond stones to flatten stones and to remove nicks or change the 
bevel angle. In the wintertime and in my unheated shop in Calgary 
where the temperature can often drop below -20°C, I often resort 
to diamond lapping films to avoid any contact with water. Regardless 
of the system used, I prefer to resharpen the tools often (instead 
of restoring an edge after it has become totally blunt), and always
treat them with a rust preventative afterwards. I can choose the sharpening media according to the jigs and techniques used
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PROJECTS & TECHNIQUES
Workshop & jigs tech – plane blades

In a sitting position and with my elbow resting on the bench, I move my arms back 
and forth to hone the bevel face

The strips and screw keep the blade in the proper honing position

Polish the flat side to remove the wire edge

Hold the jig in both hands and keep your index fingers near the front 
as you push with even pressure

Router plane
A router plane blade has a 90° turn at the base of the shaft. To get 
around the shaft, one approach – as advocated by the American 
woodworker Garrett Hack – is to bring the stone to the blade. Under 
this method, one hand is used to hold the blade bevel face down on 
the stone, and the other hand is used to stroke the stone to hone the 
bevel. I find this method more suitable for quick honing of the micro-
bevel, for instance, as the stones can be tiring to the hand.

Shoulder plane
With its blade the shape of a paddle, the main challenge of a 
shoulder plane blade is to keep the cutting edge at 90° to both
sides when honing. Besides the option of using a commercial jig,
I have made a bevel honing jig – a hardwood block with a 30°
bevel face matching the blade’s angle. The neck is cradled between 
two strips and is screwed down in position for accurate honing.

An opposite approach is to set a 1,000 grit stone on a bench 
and press the bevel face against the stone, with the shaft off the 
stone. Stroke the blade back and forth on the stone until a burr is 
formed on the flat side. Then polish the flat side on the same stone. 
Finally, repeat the same sharpening steps with a 4,000 grit stone to 
complete the primary bevel. In my usual work, I have not found a need 
for honing the edge beyond 4,000 grit or for adding a micro-bevel.

After honing the primary bevel through the 1,000, 4,000 
and 8,000 grit stones, I put a micro-bevel on the blade with 
the last polishing stone, by raising the back of the honing block 
slightly as I make the last few strokes. In resharpening, I freehand 
hone the micro-bevel only and remove the burr on the finest stone.

“I find this method more suitable for
quick honing of the micro-bevel, for instance,

as the stones can be tiring to the hand”
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Further reading
Schwarz, Chris. Correct the Skew on a Plane Blade or Chisel. Popular Woodworking. 2012.
As retrieved from www.popularwoodworking.com/woodworking-blogs/chris-schwarz-blog/correct-the-skew-on-a-plane-blade-or-chisel.

Watson, Aldren. Hand Tools: Their Ways and Workings. W. W. Norton & Co. New York. 2002: 387.

Skew rabbet plane
My rebate plane blade has a 22° skew, ground with a 30° bevel. 
When sharpening, it is critical to maintain the bevel angle as well
as the skew angle of the blade, which allows the plane to cut right 
into the corner of a rabbet. I have two options: Use my commercial 
honing jig which also allows me to add a micro-bevel on the blade 
with ease, or go for a shop-made solution. The American author
and teacher Christopher Schwarz uses a block with a skew
channel and a bevel face to create the compound-angle setup
for the blade. Lastly, when the nicker needs honing, simply lap
its flat face on a fine stone. 

The registration accessory sets the blade at the precise bevel and skew angles 
in the honing jig

With the blade mounted on the jig and the jig clamped in a vice, 
stroke a diamond stone on the bevel face

The rubber finger gives more grip on the nicker or other wheel cutters, 
and prevents finger burns

The design of the c-clamp jig can be adapted for honing different types of blades Lock the jig with both hands, pressing the index finger over the front and stroke

Plough plane
My plough plane can cut grooves and, when used with a conversion 
kit, tongues, too. The widths or sides of these blades must not be 
altered when sharpening to ensure the tongues and grooves will 
match. Again, we can use a commercial honing jig to sharpen the 
groove and tongue blades. Or, we can make what the late American 
author Aldren Watson called a grinding palm to hone those kinds of 

blades (details of his jig are given in his book on hand tools).
When I am not using a commercial jig, I turn to my simple c-clamp 

jig to hone the groove or tongue blade. It is a block with a 35° bevel 
face and a hole drilled on the side, allowing the blade to be clamped 
on the bevel face. If I ever want to add a micro-bevel, I simply raise 
the back of the jig slightly in my final strokes on the finest stone. F&C
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Quality • Innovation • Performance
B e y o n d    a l l    e x p e c t a t i o n

Unit 1
Brookfoot Business Park

Brighouse
HD6 2SD

N M A T O O L S . C O . U K
Email: info@nmauk.com    Tel: 01484 400488

KSS Circular Saw Series
The most comprehensive crosscut 

saw range in the world

Mafell AG have a full range of their Multi 

Function 5 in 1 saw systems to suit all

requirements. From the KSS300 which is ideally 

suited to the flooring industry to the KSS60 & 

KSS80 which have a bigger depth of cut and 

are ideal for roofing and cutting Jack Rafters 

easily & accurately.

All saws will allow the user to perform Cross-

cuts, Mitres, Compound Mitres, Plunge cuts 

and Rip cuts.

Three models are also available as cordless 

versions.

Model

KSS300

KSS400

KSS60

KSS80

Cutting depth
at 90º

40mm

49.5mm

61mm

82mm

Crosscut at
90º

300mm

400mm

408mm

370mm

Cutting depth
at 45º

27mm

38mm

47mm

55.5mm

Angle cuts

-45º to +60º

-60º to +60º

-60º to +60º

-60º to +50º

Available
in Cordless

Yes (18v)

Yes (36v)

Yes (36v)

No

The smart stop and adjustable fence allow
the saw to be used for angle cuts from -60º to +60º

The highly graduated scale
permits very precise angle settings
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PROJECTS & TECHNIQUES
Product tech – saw doctor

The saw
doctor
will see
you now
Mark Harrell continues

his tutorial on clock-

sharpening your saw

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARK HARRELL 

In the previous issue we looked at the 
principles of clock-sharpening and the 
equipment you need to get started. Now 

it’s time to get down to the practicalities. 
Any paratrooper will tell you that half the 
game is to leap out of the aircraft door with 
assertive vigour, keep a sharp lookout for 
other chutes while descending and then land 
in a tuck-and-roll fashion to avoid breaking a 
leg. The same holds true with how you hold 
and push a saw file. Here are some tips that 
will enable you to push a file consistently, 
and at the proper angle, every time.

Mark your teeth
Remember how we dotted each tooth during 
the hammer-setting process? Now is a good 
time to re-dot the teeth; again, dot the teeth 
set away from you only. Flip the saw around, 
and repeat by dotting the teeth set away from 
you. Now mount your sawplate into the vice.

Orientation
Note the graphic direction. See how the 
toothline presents the toe (leading end 
of the toothline/direction of cut) on the 
left, and that the heel of the saw (handle 
end) is on the right? Lock your file in the 
first gullet with the tip pointing towards 
two o’clock for a crosscut filing (or one 
o’clock for hybrid, or 12 o’clock for rip).

Observe
If you’re right-handed, then you’re holding
the file with your right hand, and standing 
offset well to the left of the work. Examine 
the relationship of the file to the gullet
and the pair of teeth that gullet shares.
In this orientation, the dotted tooth set
away from you is to the left of your file,

and the tooth set towards you is on the
right of your file. Now let your eyes travel
over two gullets to the next location where 
you will land your file – again, the tooth 
on the left of your file is set away from 
you, and the tooth to the right of your 
file is set towards you.

➤

The key takeway with 
clock-sharpening is to file 
every other gullet along the 
toothline, taking your visual 
cue from the tooth set 
away from you that you’ve 
marked with the thick pen
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Stance
Plant your feet about shoulder-width apart, 
and stand well offset to the left of your file. 
Keep your core tight to the action. If you’re 
left-handed, the same applies, only you’ll be 
standing to the right of your file, and will 
be holding the file with your left hand.

Check your stance is correct before you begin sharpening

Dry run
Any successful combat unit conducts a 
rehearsal before commencing with actions 
on the objective for real, so before actually 
sharpening metal at this point, it’s a very 
good idea to spend about 30 minutes 
making a dry run to condition yourself 
to maintain a consistent sight picture 
and file placement. Practise picking up 
your file and placing it into every other 
gullet, without actually grinding metal. 
Keep your wrist locked, and when lifting to 
jump, just barely clear the tips of the teeth, 
so you don’t wipe out the momentary muscle 
memory that comes with this sequence. 
Now, some pointers that will keep you 
from getting lost in the fog of war…

Anticipate gullets
The idea here is to get used to looking ahead 
after each file placement and repositioning 
your file while maintaining proper rake and 
bevel orientation. See the emerging pattern? 
Every time you move your file and reposition 
it, you are landing in a gullet where the 
dotted tooth – the tooth set away from you 
– is on the left, and the tooth set towards 
you is on the file’s right. Start marching your 
file down the entire toothline, getting used 
to the motion, and eyeballing the next 
targeted gullet before hopping over to it.

Locking in your file 
for consistent rake
Each time you land the tip of your file 
into a gullet, rock the handle slightly in 
a clockwise/anti-clockwise fashion until 
you feel the tip of the file lock in place. 
Remember that the file’s cross section 
constitutes a 60° angle and that the gullet 
you’re locking the file into is again a 60° 
angle. Get used to locking the tip of the file 
into the gullet every time you jump a gullet.

Sight picture
Get used to looking at the teeth from the 
side by crouching until you’re almost at eye-
level with the teeth. Lock your file into the 
next gullet. If you can see the teeth from the 
side, you’ll maintain proper rake orientation; 
this is critical. Pop up occasionally and 
accustom yourself to looking at file 
placement from above as this is where you 
can more easily see jointing flats. This will 
pay dividends when you start sharpening.

Baby steps
Keep your filing hand’s elbow close to your 
torso and take a baby step after ever three 
or four file-to-gullet placements. In short, 
keep your core tight to the work. Again, we’re 
articulated beings, so think about it: if you find 
yourself reaching out with your arms as you 

reposition your file further down the toothline, 
without taking baby steps to ensure your torso 
catches up to your arms, you will completely 
throw off your rake and bevel angles. This will 
result in an inconsistently filed toothline. 

Finish your first dry run
With each file placement, let your eyes 
seek out the next targeted gullet, then 
move to it. Do this again and again. 
Take a baby step. Move the file. Seek out 
the next foxhole. Move out. Repeat until 
you are at the end of the toothline.

Flip the plate
Once you have completed the dry run down 
the toothline, flip your plate around in the 
saw vise. Now everything completely 
changes: sight picture, core positioning, 
file-placement, everything. Don’t let it 
wig you out. In military jargon, it’s time 
to ‘embrace the suck’. Here’s where the 
quitters of the world do what they do best: 
quit. Don’t worry, you’ll adapt.

Reorientation
Now the toe of your saw is on the right 
and the heel end is on your left. Starting at 
the toe, position your file in the first gullet. 

This time, the dotted tooth set away from 
you is on the file’s right, while the tooth set 
towards you is on the file’s left. Orient the 
tip towards 10 o’clock. Your body’s core is 
now roughly centred on the work, since you 
are still holding the file with your right hand.

Conduct another dry run
Now you’re getting used to using a 
completely different set of muscles 
and a very different stance. Keep it up. 
The dry run on which you’ve spent the 
past 10–15 minutes practising will pay 
off enormous dividends when you 
actually begin sharpening.

Flip the plate (again), 
and repeat
Yes, do it again, from the original posture 
and positioning. When the Sergeant Major 
is in front of your formation, you snap-to 
and do the hard stuff because we’re not 
made of sugar candy, right? March down the 
toothline again. Look at the toothline primarily 
from the side. Flip the plate and repeat. 
   By now, you should be getting pretty 
used to file placement on both sides of the 
sawplate. Now our bird is approaching the 
drop zone and it’s time to jump.

Crouch until you’re almost at eye-level with saw teeth, viewing them from side-on
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➤

Sharpening

Use the clock method to establish bevel

Let’s start off by filing for rip. You’ve oriented your file perpendicular 
to the toothline at 12 o’clock, and you’ve found the manufacturer’s 
rake by wiggling the tip of your file and locking it into place. In one 
stroke, lightly pass about half the file’s length through the gullet, in 
one light push. Do NOT grind the file through the gullet. The key here 
is one swift, tip-half brush stroke through the gullet. You’ll find that 
you have carved a facet inside the gullet without actually grinding 
metal across the entire thickness of the sawtooth. As the narrower 
tip end of the file passed through the gullet, the broader rear of the 
file encountered more resistance as it ground metal away from both 
teeth. What you have done is sharpened both the tooth set away from 
you (on the left) and the tooth set towards you (on the right). 

Take a moment to look at what you’ve just done. Take your visual 
cue from the dotted tooth set away from you. Of the two teeth you 
are sharpening, the tooth set away from you is the one you can 
actually see and assess the result of your stroke. It is practically 
impossible to see what you’re doing to the tooth set towards you, 
but rest assured that you are achieving the same result.

Use light, fluid strokes to file for rip

Let’s practise hybrid and crosscut filing by 
adding bevel to the equation and using the 
clock method for positioning the angle of your 
file. Again, note that the tip of the file follows 
the heel when the toe of the saw is on your 
left. Rest the first inch of your file in the gullet 
and wiggle it slightly in a clockwise and anti-
clockwise motion to find the manufacturer’s 
rake. Make a very light stroke to establish your 
facet. Eyeball your gullet and, once again, 
see whether your facet has ground the entire 
length of the tooth. If your facet is good, 
then follow through with a more assertive 
sharpening stroke; look to see how it affects 

the flat at the tip of the tooth leaning away 
from you. If necessary, make another 
light brush stroke with the upper half of 
your file to dress up your facet; then skip 
over a gullet to your next sharpie-marked 
tooth and gullet; and repeat.

When you have completed your first run 
down the toothline, release your vice and your 
plate/back assembly. Cinch it back up. Now 
sharpen the gullets on the other side. This 
time, you’re going to reverse the positioning of 
your file, since the toe end of the saw is now 
pointing to the right. Now, the tooth set away 
from you should be to the right of your file and 

the tooth set towards you will be on the left. 
The tip of your file will once again be pointing 
in the direction of the saw handle. Again, use 
the clock method for reference, only this time 
you’re filing high noon for rip, 11 o’clock for 
hybrid and 10 o’clock for an x-cut filing.

Keep at it. It’s only natural for you to feel 
hesitant and unsure of yourself, but don’t 
despair. The Sergeant Major will remind you 
to keep doing the hard stuff. If you’re not 
ready to abrade metal yet, then go back 
into dry run mode. Re-familiarise yourself 
with positioning and movement. Then put 
the file to metal and jump out of the door. 

If you remained true to the manufacturer’s rake, you have created 
a gleaming facet on that tooth from tooth tip to the gullet. If you 
rocked your file too far clockwise, you have carved a facet along 
the upper part of the tooth. If you rocked your file too far anti-
clockwise, you have carved a facet along the lower half of the 
tooth. What you want is a facet that matches the entire length of 
the tooth, from gullet to tip. Once you’ve established a consistent 
facet, you’ve simultaneously established a few seconds of visual and 
muscle memory; now push the file through the gullet in one, smooth, 
assertive stroke. Don’t grind down hard – let the teeth of the file do 
the work. What you’re looking for now is whether you’ve managed to 
file off about half the flat you jointed on the tip of the tooth leaning 
away from you. Don’t overdo it. If it takes another stroke to affect 
the flat, then push the file through the gullet again with another light 
stroke. Take note, and don’t try to get it 100% right during the first 
pass – you can always take away, but you can’t put back. Move on 
to the next pen-marked tooth and gullet and repeat.
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Sawfiling safety
Filing dust is dangerous. Wear a dust 
mask and safety goggles unless you 
want this fine, micro-shrapnel abrading 
your corneas or digging in – for good– 
deep within the alveoli of your lungs.

 

About the author
Colonel (Ret.) Mark Harrell is the
owner of Bad Axe Tool Works, and 
works on saws every day. He used to 
be a serving Army officer, and realised 
when he finally retired after 28 years 
that what he didn’t want to do was go 
to work for the man. So, casting his
eye on his own basement woodshop, 
he realised that he wasn’t the only 
middle-aged guy buying low and
selling high on eBay to support his 
hand tool habit. And thus, Bad Axe 
(and eventually this article) was born. 
Web:  www.badaxetoolworks.com. 

Stoning
Something you don’t hear much about when 
it comes to saw filing is stoning the toothline. 
Stoning evens out any discrepancies that 
exist in the set, evening out the kerf as 
precise as the Sergeant Major’s salute.   
   It’s a simple procedure: once you’re done 
sharpening, break out your callipers and 
measure the brand-new kerf width your 
toothline of bayonets now presents. Chances 
are it’s a little proud of what you want and 
there may be some burrs in the way. Lay 
down some painter’s tape (low tack and 
smooth surface, as opposed to masking 
tape, which has a corrugated surface), 
to avoid stoning scratches on your sawplate, 
and to ‘float’ the stone about 3mm above 
the surface of the plate. 

Now run a medium-grit Arkansas stone 
(any knife-sharpening oilstone will do) up 
and down the toothline. Just the weight of 
the stone will suffice. Do not lean the stone 
into the teeth, but rather keep it flat on the 
sawplate. Now take another measurement with 
your callipers. You’re shooting for a combined 
set about .005 to .007 in addition to the gauge 
of the plate. For instance, a .02-gauge plate 
is best served with between .024 and .026 

Stoning evens out the toothline Measure with callipers 

combined set for knifing through hardwoods, 
and around .025-.027 for softwoods. For 
a .025-gauge plate, somewhere between 
.03 and .032 is best for hardwoods, and a 
.0315-gauge plate’s combined set should be 
around .037-.038. Just consider your own 
woodworking style, and the prevalence of 

wood species you work more often than not. 
The interesting thing about stoning is that 
once applied, you can get a nicely finished 
cut, even when using a rip filing in cross-cut 
mode. You’ll be amazed at the result, and the 
Sergeant Major will undoubtedly put you in for 
promotion for exercising good initiative.

A quick recap
Let’s review the filing sequence per tooth:

•  Sight picture: crouch with the first two 
passes on the plate so you are eyeballing 
your file placement from the side, not above.

•  Light brush stroke: look for the facet,
which should run from tooth tip to gullet.

•  Sharpening stroke: this is where you take 
advantage of the muscle memory from your 
initiating light stroke to file at least half the 
jointing flat away from the tip of the tooth.

•  Follow-up brush stroke: this is another 
light stroke to finish up any imperfections 
from the sharpening stroke, and to set up 
your visual and muscle memory for the next 
gullet you’re going to sharpen.

•  File from tip to tang: you should be pushing 
the file through gullets all the way from tip 
to tang on the second sharpening stroke. 
This will give you the ideal action for 
abrading metal consistently and cleanly.

•  Lock your wrist: it’s very easy as you’re 
pushing the file through the gullet to rotate 
your wrist. This will deform your teeth.

•  Creep up on it: your first pass should 
remove about half the flat. Upon flipping 
your plate, the second pass should remove 
much of the remaining flat. Don’t attempt 
to finish sharpening your saw with just two 
passes – flip it around again and repeat. 
I’ve been doing this for years, and it still 
takes me at least four flips and frequently 
six to complete a saw. Better to creep up 
on filing off all the flats than pedantically 
and mindlessly grinding away until you are 
forced to completely retooth the entire 
toothline. Remember, each tooth is a little 
different. Sharpen to joint, not to count.

•  Buy a saw vice: while the angle iron is a fun, 
inexpensive and readily available method to 
clamp your plate/back assembly, you may 

opt either to buy a vintage saw vice found 
at flea markets and on eBay (Tools for 
Working Wood and Texas Heritage 
Woodworks have great vices for sale), 
or you can make a wooden vice based on 
plans available in the woodworking forums.

•  Good lighting really helps: buy a good 
lamp, but remember you’ll still need to move 
your head around frequently during the 
sharpening process to see the flats you’re 
sharpening off the toothline. You can never 
move your lamp frequently enough while 
sharpening to locate any errant flat that 
remains towards the end of your session.

•  Keep a vacuum cleaner handy: filing abrades 
a fine, metal dust that rises above your work 
in a dangerous little cloud before settling 
back down on your toothline and bench. 
It reflects light, and will obscure your sight 
as you file. Keep your toothline clean of this 
stuff, and for heaven’s sake don’t breathe 
any of it in, or get it in your eyes!

Conclusion
Don’t psych yourself out. If you can sharpen 
a plane iron, you can sharpen a sawtooth. 
And that’s all you’re really doing – you’re 
jointing, hammer-setting and sharpening 
a pair of saw teeth, one gullet at a time. 
Conduct a dry run. Use the brush, stroke, 
brush sequence when filing, and look for 
a nice, clean tip-to-gullet facet as you go. 
You’ll find that muscle memory and knowing 
where to look really helps. Start learning how 
to sharpen saws on an old beater with which 
you won’t mind working out your mistakes. 
And listen to what your inner Sergeant Major 
says: it’s OK to make mistakes, but train hard 
and train well. Then bring Sheffield Steel to 
the battlefield, where you will prevail. F&C
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Against the clock

G
eorge Pyke’s pedestal organ clock 
is part of the large art collection at 
Temple Newsam House, a Tudor-

Jacobean house on the eastern outskirts 
of Leeds, West Yorkshire, and part of the 
Leeds Museums and Galleries Group. 
The collection of decorative arts, especially 
furniture, ceramics, silver, textiles and 
wallpapers has been built up in the decades 
since 1938 when the house became a 
museum. Philip Hendy, the curator of Leeds 
City Art Gallery in the 1930s, first saw 
Temple Newsam’s potential as the natural 
context for an art collection. Hendy’s vision 
has been continued and the collection has 
expanded to become the ‘V&A of the north’. 

The Pyke pedestal organ clock was 
a generous gift to the museum from Mrs 
Ina Kitson Clark in 1954. According to the 
information supplied by the donor the clock 
had once belonged to Marie Antoinette, 
but it is not only the provenance that makes 
this object special.

Music clocks
The clock from Temple Newsam is a great 
example of early 18th-century attempts to 

mechanically reproduce music. By 1720 
Italian opera was established in London 
by leading members of the nobility, under 
the auspices of the Royal Academy of 
Music. One of the patrons of London’s 
musical scene was Frederick, Prince of 
Wales. Opera was now in fashion and 
people wanted to take it home with them 
from the theatres. To meet their expectations 
clockmakers came up with musical clocks. 
   In 1730 George Frideric Handel 
transcribed some of his most popular 
compositions for Charles Clay’s musical 
clocks. Clay was appointed in 1723 as a 
Clockmaker to His Majesty’s Board of Work, 
a post he held for the remainder of his life 
and his greatest work was undoubtedly 
organ clocks. The most spectacular of these 
is known as The Temple of the Four Great 
Monarchies and circa 1743 it was acquired 
by Augusta, the widow of Frederick, Prince 
of Wales. Unfortunately, Clay died before 
finishing it and in November 1743 John Pyke, 
appointed clockmaker to Frederick, finished 
the clock. John was the father of George 
Pyke, who carried out his work in the same 
workshop and held the Royal Warrant as 

Organ-Builder to his Majesty. It is the same 
George Pyke whose name is engraved on 
the tune selection dial of the clock from 
Temple Newsam House: George Pyke / 
Bedford Row / London. Another inscription – 
March 1765 – found on the sound board, 
is assumed to be the date of the execution. 

How does it work?
When the spring-driven clockwork 
movement is fully functional it periodically 
activates the weight-driven barrel organ, 
which has a manual choice of eight different 
tunes. In essence a barrel organ works in the 
same way as a typical pipe organ except for 
having keys for a human hand to play. As the 
barrel rotates, the pins on the outer surface 
lift a key to play the note. The audience 
was not only to be impressed by the sound 
but also by the visual ‘performance’ of the 
machine. As the organ plays, different layers 
of automata on the dial move in time with the 
music within a painted scene. Ships sail on a 
rolling sea, figures and cattle cross a bridge, 
water flows and drives a mill, a dog chases a 
duck and, in the foreground, people go about 
their everyday business.

The areas of damage on the base Substrate losses caused by furniture beetle 

The conservation project was a collaboration between five 
departments at West Dean College led by Malcolm Archer, who, 
together with Jonathon Kelly, was responsible for the treatment of 
the clock movement, automaton dial and barrel organ mechanism. 
Sophie Harris carried out conservation of the metal decorative 
components. Musical instrument students worked on the musicology 
of the organ and the ceramics department worked on the clock’s 
dial face. My responsibility was the wooden ebonised case.

The construction of the base and the hood was structurally sound. 
The main issues were substrate losses around the plinth and the top 
moulding of the base caused by furniture beetle (woodworm), lifting 
veneers and multiple varnish losses of the black surface and of the 
finish of the peninsular carved corners. There was evidence of mould 
spores inside the base suggesting inadequate ventilation coupled with 
dampness from the stone floor. The peninsular carved corners had a 
light surface dust and the black surface had deeper bonded dirt.

Franciszek de Sage turns back time on a clock that belonged to Marie Antoinette

Condition before treatment 
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Lifting the veneers

The veneer was clamped with a batten

Flaking ebonised surface clamped with shimbari sticks

The battens were stretched between the ceiling and the surface to push 

down lifting veneers

Treatment
After finishing the condition report I tried to work out the treatment 
procedure. I knew that the final stages of colouring would have to 
take place in an especially ventilated room as some toxic chemicals 
would be needed. In this case the main issue for planning the work 
was the size and weight of the object (it is 7ft tall), so I wanted to 
keep the movements down to a minimum. Finally, I divided my work 
into two stages: phase one, which could be carried out in the general 
workshop – consolidation and rebuilding – and phase two, which 
needed the ventilated chamber – cleaning, colouring and rebuilding 
the surface.

Phase one
I started the treatment by cleaning the mould spores inside the 
base using IMS (denatured alcohol) and water. Because the surface 
inside had been finished with black pigment bonded with animal glue 

Once all the loose bits were sound I could move on to rebuilding 
any missing parts or poor repairs. The areas of loss on the top 
moulding of the base had previously been repaired with two kinds 
of fillers: sawdust bonded with animal glue and another one based 
on shellac. The first one had been used to rebuild areas of loss and 
the second one was used as a consolidator and meant to fill furniture 
beetle canals. Both fillers were commonly used in the past but today 
there are much more appropriate substitutes. The shrinkage rate 
of the sawdust filler and animal glue is high due to the properties 
of the glue. It can cause problems with a finished surface being 
uneven. The shellac-based filler, because of its high viscosity, 
cannot penetrate areas of furniture beetle damage deeply enough 
and is very brittle. As a result the filler can create a hard shell over 
fragile substrate and being stronger than the substrate it could 
cause damage to the undamaged areas.

I removed the fillers mechanically by delicate scraping trying to 
lose as little as possible of the fragile damaged wood. For rebuilding 
these areas I chose a more stable and conservation-appropriate 
consolidator. Before filling the areas of loss the degraded substrate 
was consolidated with the acrylic resin Paraloid B-72 dissolved in 

the cleaning had to be carried out without using a rubbing motion 
to avoid wiping off the finish.

The main challenge with glueing the lifting veneers was to find 
the appropriate way of clamping. It was again problematic because 
of the size of the base, which made it impossible to use conventional 
clamps. I chose the solution of using long pine battens stretched 
between the ceilings and the surface of the base. I used hot 
animal glue – an adhesive used in the past that still meets current 
conservation standards of reversibility.

In multiple areas, the painted surface was flaking. Using a syringe,
I applied an acrylic dispersion, Medium for Consolidation, to 
re-adhere the flaky finish. A clamping system called shimbari was 
used, which involved the use of flexible fibreglass sticks with Perspex 
and Melinex clamping pads. The sticks were braced against a 
temporary wooden frame pushing down lifting bits of the finish.
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Areas rebuilt with shellac filler and sawdust with animal glue

A thick paste was added as the second part of the barrier layer

The previous fillers were removed

The areas of loss were rebuilt and shaped

The damaged wood was consolidated and Japanese tissue was applied

The fillers were coloured in and the finish was rebuilt

acetone. To omit the mistakes made in the previous repairs – creating 
a hard shell over vulnerable substrate – the first solution of the 
consolidator was applied in low concentration (5% v/w), followed by 
stronger solutions. It enabled better penetration and prevented the 
phenomenon called reverse migration, whereby a fast evaporating 
solvent drags out the resin, which then sets around the surface. The 
solution of consolidator was slowly increased until the moment when 
the substrate was fully saturated and therefore well consolidated.

After a series of tests I chose an epoxy resin bulked with china clay 

– Milliput – to rebuild the areas of loss. As epoxy is a thermosetting 
resin (it cures irreversibly through a chemical reaction) it would 
not dissolve in any solvent. To ensure that these new infills would 
be possible to remove in the future, I built up a two-part barrier 
layer – Japanese tissue, followed by a thick paste made of Paraloid 
B-72 bulked with microballoons (microscopic spheres of glass). 
This method will prevent the crosslinked epoxy from physically 
interlocking with the original substrate and will enable removing 
the infills with the appropriate solvents.

F&C_243_62_66_RESTORATION_TECH_CLOCK.JRDJbdFD.indd   65 29/02/2016   10:51



66  F&C243 www.woodworkersinstitute.com

Phase two
As planned, the piece was now ready to be to moved to 
an adequately ventilated room. I was going to have to use a 
lot of Xylene (or dimethylbenzene), which is a toxic aromatic 
hydrocarbon. For extra safety I wore PVA (polyvinyl alcohol) 
gloves, a mask respirator and eye protection.

First I had to carry on with cleaning procedures. The black 
ebonised surface was covered in greasy and well-bonded dirt. 
For cleaning I used non-ionic surfactant (contraction of the phrase 

The areas of loss that were earlier rebuilt and shaped could now 
be coloured in and the final layers of the finish could be built up. 
For colouring I used black Gamblin conservation colour in Xylene 
and the gloss surface was built up with layers of Paraloid B-72 
in Xylene. The solution varied from 5–10% v/w depending on the 
degree of shine required. Many varnishes change colour as time 
passes and go yellow, but both the Gamblin (base resin Laropal 
A81) and B-72 offer an excellent long-term light stability. 

The last stage of the conservation was the treatment of the 

Following a comprehensive 
programme of conservation 
treatment at West Dean 
College, the pedestal 
organ clock has now been 
reassembled and put 
back on display at Temple 
Newsam House in its former 
splendour. After 15 years of 
silence it can now once again 
play its tunes and bring us 
back to the Georgian times. 

In making this project 
possible, the assistance 
of The Pilgrim Trust, the 
Raymond Burton Charitable 
Trust, the Friends of Leeds 
Museum, the Leeds Art Fund 
and Leeds City Council is 
gratefully acknowledged. F&C

surface acting agent, which is a material that lowers the surface 
tension of the liquid, wetting into dirt more effectively) Synperonic 
A7 in a 0.3% v/w solution in de-ionised water. After cleaning with a 
surfactant I proceeded with a rinse that would match the properties 
of the surfactant used and the characteristic of the cleaning surface. 
It is crucial to remove residues from a surface because it is hard 
to predict how they will react in the future. In this case non-polar 
hydrocarbon solvent rinse was required so white spirit was used.

carved peninsular corners, which imitate rosewood: the strong 
wood pattern is achieved by a technique of graining, where on the 
plain carved wood the rosewood figure is painted. The thick layer 
of varnish had multiple areas of losses and due to the thickness 
of the varnish I used a shellac retouching medium, tinted with 
Orasol (metal complex) stains. That method allowed for a quicker 
rebuilding process. Finally, to unify the whole surface and get the 
right degree of shine I coated it with a hydrocarbon resin Regalrez 
1126 5% v/w in white spirit.

The surface before and after cleaning

Cleaning procedureThe cotton cloth showing the dirt removed during cleaning

... and afterThe areas of loss varnish on the peninsular corners before treatment ...
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Dowelmax
Tables, chairs, stools, kitchens,
bedrooms, desks, bookcases,

sideboards, beds, benches, doors,
windows, steps, cabinets,

 make them all and more with the
Dowelmax Doweling Jig

Dowelmax Doweling Jig -
No need for biscuit jointers, tenoners,
morticers, screws, loose tenons etc,

 make joints faster, more
accurately and stronger with

Dowelmax
The ultimate doweling jig for woodworkers!

Dowelmax
Tel: 01352 781168  or  07773 718758

 See us on                  and visit:

www.dowelmax.co.uk
for more info, video and ordering.

l
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Three essential bandsaw jigs

T
he wall next to my bandsaw is 
festooned with jigs that expand 
the versatility of the basic machine. 

Though simple to build, each jig quickly 
and safely delivers the precise results 
I depend on. Here I’ll present [three] 
of my favorites.

Build these jigs from Baltic birch 
plywood or medium-density fiberboard 
(MDF), and adjust dimensions to fit your 
bandsaw. For the jigs to work correctly, 
the bandsaw’s blade must cut parallel 
to the fence. To achieve this, I check that 
the bandsaw’s tires are in good shape 
(no grooves or ridges), then set the fence 
parallel to the miter-gauge slots. Next, I 
adjust the angle of the upper wheel. If the 
blade’s centerline aligns with the centerline 
of the upper wheel, it will cut parallel to the 
fence. Check by ripping some scrap. You’ll
know it’s right when the back of the blade
is centered in its kerf.

In an abridged extract taken 

from Shop Improvements,

Michael Fortune looks at 

making three bandsaw jigs

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARCIA RYAN, COURTESY OF TAUNTON PRESS, INC.

 

Book Offer
Shop Improvements 
ISBN: 9781561588916
RRP £12.99, offer price £9.09 
plus p&p
To order please call 01273 488005 
or go to www.thegmcgroup.com and 
quote code: R5028
Closing date: 16 June, 2016
Please note: p&p is £2.95 for the first 
item and £1.95 for each additional item
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1. Adjustable taper jig – rip tapers at any angle
A lot of woodworkers cut tapers on a tablesaw, but I think it’s safer 
and just as fast on the bandsaw. And unlike a tablesaw, a bandsaw 
allows for stopped tapered cuts. My adjustable jig slides between 
the bandsaw’s fence and a plywood guide, which is attached to the 
table and prevents the jig from wandering into the blade. Two similar 
jigs, one 24 in. long and one 48 in. long, accommodate different-
size workpieces. Toggle clamps can be used to hold any length 
go workpiece securely.

When tapering four sides, of say, a table leg, always rotate the stock 
so that the newly tapered side faces up. This way, for the first two cuts, 
the workpiece’s flat sides bear on the jig and its fence. Rotating the leg 
for the third cut places a taper against the fence, but an offcut between 
the two will keep the leg straight. For the fourth cut, an offcut at the 
fence and another placed between the leg and the bed of the jig will 
support the leg. The offcuts are taped into position slightly forward of 
the stop to accommodate the wood lost to the bandsaw kerf. 

Jig setup. Adjust the rip fence so that the jig is almost 

touching the blade. Then clamp down the plywood guide, 

which should just allow the jig to slide. 

Locate the taper’s end. Marks on the stock align with 

the edge of the jig, which is the cut line. After fixing the 

outfeed knob, adjust the stop to clear the base. 

Locate the taper’s start. Align the beginning of the taper 

with the edge of the jig and tighten the infeed knob. 

 Threadwood knob

Adjustable stop by ¾   in. thick 

by 1 in. wide by 5 in. long

Tenon, ¼   in. thick by ¼   in. 

deep, notched for hanger bolt

Adhesive-backed

sandpaper
Cut-out for blade

Plywood base, ¾   in. thick

by 8 in. wide by 24 in. long

Slot, ¼   in. wide by 6¼   
in. long, recessed on the 

underside for carriage bolt

¼  -20 carriage bolt,

1½   in. long

Cut-out for tabletop adjuster

Plywood guide, ¾   in. thick by 

9 in. wide by 13 in. long

Rabbet, to fit table edgeClamping block, 1½   in. thick 

by 1½   in. wide by 12 in. long

Pivot hole

¼  -20 henger bolt,

2½   in. long
Adjustable fence, ¾   in. thick 

by 3 in. wide by 25 in. long

Slot, centred, ¼   in. wide

by 13⁄8 in. long
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The notched finger jig surrounds the blade. For simple curves, the finger rests 

on the tables and a short bolt holds it in the dado of the clamping block. 

Finger jigs are used to guide carefully 
made patterns on the bandsaw. The finger 
spaces the pattern just slightly away form 
the bandsaw blade, leaving a small amount 
of material to be worked by hand, or as I 
frequently do, shaped by a router outfitted 
with a flush-trimming bit. The pattern works 
with both the bandsaw and the router. This 
is a great technique for making multiples of 
curved chair parts such as rails or stretchers. 

 The blade is positioned within the notch 
at the end of the finger. The distance the 
finger protrudes past the blade determines 
the amount of wood overhanging the edge 
of the pattern when the cut is complete. The 
ends of the finger should be curved slightly 
tighter than any curve on the pattern. 

Simple, shallow curves can be band 
sawn by clamping the finger jig directly 
to the table, and affixing the stock above 
the pattern. For complex curves, it is better

2. Jig for simple curves – safely reproduce curved shapes

to position the pattern and finger jig above 
the stick so that the contact between the 
finger and pattern is visible. It’s a little trickier 
to secure the stock to the pattern in this 
case. If you don’t mind the holes, screws 
through the face of the stock can be used. 
If holes are a problem, hold the stock to the 
pattern with wedges or dowels, as shown 
on the facing page. 

MDF base,

¾   in. thick

Hardwood strip, ¾   in.

thick by 2¼   in. wide

by 23 7⁄8 in. long

Stop

Adhesive-backed

sandpaper

Slot ¼   in. wide

by 1 in. long

¼  -20 hanger bolt,

2 ½   in. long

Dado, 1¾   in. wide

by ¼   in. deep

Hardwood clamping block,

1¼   in. thick by 1½   in. wide by 

13¼   in. long

Rebbet, to fit

table edge

Plywood finger, ½   in. thick by 

1¾   in. wide by 9¾   in. long
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3. Jig for complex curves

Toggle clamps secure the work. The pattern rides along the finger jig to guide the cut. 

The notch in the finger jig accommodates the blade and protects the pattern from 

damage. The finished cut overhangs the pattern (above). The distance from the 

end of the finger to the teeth determines the width of the overhand. 

Quickly clean up the bandsawn edges. A pattern-routing bit rides along the pattern, 

trimming the workpiece to its final shape.

Raise the finger to cut complex curves. Adding a block to raise the finger jig and placing 

the pattern atop the workpiece make it easier to keep on track. 

1 in. dowel

3⁄8 in. dowel

Plywood pattern, ½   in. thick,

rides against the finger

Wooden knob

Blocks (of stock thickness) 

and dowels hold work

¼  -20 hanger bolt,

2½   in. long

Slot, ¼   in. wide

by 3 in. long

Plywood finger, ½   in. thick by 

2½   in. wide by 11 in. long

Hardwood block, stock 

thickness by 1¾   in. wide

by 6 in. long

Clamping block, 1¼   in. thick by

1½   in. wide by 13 ¼   in. long

Rebbet, to fit

table edge
Dado, 1¾   in. wide

by ¼   in. deep
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Workshop library
We review three books for you: The Handplane Book, The Man Who Made Things 

Out of Trees and Working Wood 3, and also take a tour of The Quiet Workshop

The hand plane is one of the most iconic 
talismans of woodworking. It has come 

to symbolise careful craftsmanship and 
skill and it is surely no coincidence that it 
has been used as a logo for centuries by 
companies and furniture makers keen to 
imbue some of this mystique and kudos into 
their work. Aside from the romance of hand 
planes, they remain relevant and practical 
today when even the most ardent power tool 
woodworker is likely to have the ubiquitous 
block plane in their arsenal. It is quite 
fitting then that there should be a weighty 
book devoted to them, which Garrett Hack 
has certainly delivered.

The author is a professional furniture maker 

and hand tool collector and the depth and 
breadth of his knowledge is communicated 
in an entertaining and informative way. This 
is a beautifully photographed book and the 
information is clearly presented, with a high 
level of detail in the text and drawings.

The first few chapters focus on the 
practicalities of plane mechanics, tuning 
a plane and how to plane. The later chapters 
provide an excellent guide to the myriad 
variety of planes and their uses, including 
chapters on tools for truing and sizing 
stock, joinery, surfacing and speciality 
planes. Garrett Hack has written an 
exhaustive reference book for anyone
who appreciates the beauty and

utility of these wonderful hand tools.
The Handplane Book is a workshop 

classic that encompasses the beauty of a 
coffee-table tome with the usefulness of a 
how-to manual. It would happily find itself 
in the library of anyone who collects, uses 
or appreciates these wonderful tools. Be 
warned though – if you have any sort of 
tendency to magpie tool collecting this book 
could inspire you to embark on some long 
quests to track down a Howkins model C 
plough plane or a Stanley number 1!

Susan Chillcott
Published by Taunton Press
ISBN: 9781561587124
272 pages  £19.99

It seemed that everyone around me last 
Christmas either had their noses buried in 

or were getting around to reading a book about 
the art of Norwegian log stacking. By all accounts 
it’s a good read and I may borrow a copy one day 
and make up my own mind. Out at the same time 
and a slightly less generic account, although the 
title doesn’t suggest it, was The Man Who Made 
Things Out of Trees by Robert Penn. On the 
surface it hinted at even more tree hugging, hippy 
dippy, lentil shoes and knitted yoghurt content 
that tends to leave me a bit cold. How wrong was 
I. The Man Who… was rarely out of my hands 
over the holiday period. Without giving too much 
away and in order to set the scene, Robert Penn 
goes through the emotions of selecting a tree, 

a native ash (Fraxinus excelsior) to be more 
precise, with a personal, almost irrational 
commitment to make sure every single stick of it 
went to good use. That ought to be it in a nutshell 
but Penn is so compelling about our relationship 
with this species that the last few pages gave me 
goosebumps, and not the good ones.

I can’t be sure but my impression is that 
Penn is not a furniture maker or perhaps not 
even a serious woodworker but he is brilliantly 
committed to a cause that recognises our wants 
and needs and values that being in the thick of 
it sometimes means we often miss what’s under 
our noses. I liked Penn’s style; it’s entertaining 
and thought provoking in a laidback sort of way 
that makes for good company. If nothing else The 

The Handplane Book
by Garrett Hack

The Man Who Made Things out of Trees
by Robert Penn
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Book reviews

Working Wood 3
by Simon James

This Artisan Media book is an addition 
to the ‘Artisan Course’ of woodworking 

books, which started with parts 1 and 
2 by Paul Sellers. These focused upon 
introducing the founding principles of sharp 
tools, good marking out and basic joinery. 

Simon James is clearly preparing the 
reader to step up to the next skill level. 
The book’s raison d’etre is preparing the 
reader for this, with practical skills as well 
as a knowledge of traditional hand tools 
and workshop practices. Simon’s enthusiasm 
for woodworking is infectious and he 
provides a number of very detailed guides to 
many traditional hand tool groups, making 
this a really weighty book. This is all to 
the good, as it is full of great insight about 
the care and use of wooden planes, rebate 
planes, hollows, rounds, moulding and 
grooving planes to mention only a few.  

I’d wholeheartedly recommend this 
book. The photography is high quality 
and throughout the 400 pages it clearly 
illustrates all the techniques Simon describes 
in such detail. A must for any hand tool 
woodworker’s library.

Matthew Pearson
Published by Artisan Media
ISBN: 9780956967312
414 pages  £29.95

Website of the month

The Quiet Workshop

In keeping with its title, The Quiet 
Workshop blog has a simple, clean 
design featuring clear photography 

and short to medium-length articles. 
The blog’s author doesn’t include 
much personal information – the 
‘About’ page simply lists the OED 

definition of ‘quiet’ – so the focus is 
purely on his work. The posts vary 
in content, some focus on tools and 
techniques, some on works-in-progress 
and others on finished items. It’s well 
worth a read to pick up a few new tips 
or just to quietly enjoy the images.

Details
Website: thequietworkshop.wordpress.com

Man Who Made Things Out of Trees will 
acquaint you with a customer’s perspective 
on wooden made goods and you can never 
have too much inside information.

There’s plenty to be learned on the 
practical side of things as well although 
I suspect if you’re in any way connected 
to the timber trade this might cover a lot 
of old ground. For the rest of us it’s just 
enough information to put things in context 
and make the story fascinating. This may 
not turn out to be the best-seller but it will 
be one of the best books you read this year.

Derek Jones
Published by Particular Books
ISBN: 9781846148422
240 pages  £16.99
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NEXT MONTH in ISSUE 244

ON SALE 
14 APRIL

Project

Straight down the middle
Centrelines, 
datums and 
other points
of reference

Restoration workshop
Mother of pearl and urushi 

lacquered panel

Workshop tech
Small ’shop improvements that 

make a big difference

On test
Cleaning up with
the new Festool
CTL-SYS

Shop tech
Dovetailed saw vice
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CLASSIC HAND TOOLS
HILL FARM BUSINESS PARK, WITNESHAM, SUFFOLK IP6 9EW

Email: sales@classichandtools.co.uk 
Phone: 01473 784983  Fax: 01473 785724
www.classichandtools.co.uk

Pfeil Carving Tools

Chris Pye Carving Tools
Kirjes Sanding System
Norton Sharpening Stones
Gransfors Bruks Carving Axes
Ron Hock Carving Knives

We hold the largest stock of  Pfeil wood 
carving tools & accessories in the UK. 

Over 2000 tools in stock

Pfeil catalogue on request.

Flexcut
Arbortech

Abranet Sanding
King Arthur’s Tools
Woodcarving Books

Auriou R rs

NOW IN STOCK - SABURR TOOTH CARBIDE BURRS
1/8" & 1/4" shanks - all shapes  2" wheels for Arbortech

4" wheels for Angle Grinders
Free catalogue on request.
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DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY PRODUCTS

FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST VISIT

www.tomaco.co.uk

Quality range of woodworking hand tools 
made in Europe.

Chisel and plane iron sharpener - take 
anywhere and sharpen in seconds.

A quality range of professional Drill bits 
and accessories from Germany.

Range of the toughest tool bags with a 5 
year downtime warranty.

A quality range of professional tools and 
accessories.

Quality cutting tool range which  includes 
Router cutters, Spindle Moulding, saw 
blades, holesaws and many more from 
Italy.

TOMAHAWK
TOOLS
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www.ianparkerfurniture.co.uk  /  near Tunbridge Wells
01892  861009

The Furniture  School  
in  the  Lake  Distr ict

01539 822852   info@watersandacland.co.uk

TO BE THE BEST
TRAIN WITH THE BEST

+44 (0) 1444 480388 | SUSSEX
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GOLDEN HANDSGOLDEN HANDS creates short and 
long term courses for individuals based 
on one-to-one tuition in Traditional Hand 
Tool Techniques including: 

Marquetry, Gilding, Wood Carving, 
Hand Polishing, Cabinetmaking 
and Fine Furniture Restoration & 
Making. 

www.golden-hands.org www.golden-hands.org 
Newbattle Abbey Annexe,

Building 13E, Dalkeith EH22 3LJ
Call us on: 0742 550 9114

When you need a  
reliable tradesman for  
work on your home…

The only place to list members of The Guild of Master Craftsmen exclusively

…choose a member of The Guild of Master Craftsmen.  
For a tradesman you can trust – and a job done well.

BID LIVE FROM YOUR OWN COMPUTER AT HOME OR OFFICE

67th INTERNATIONAL AUCTION on SATURDAY, MARCH 26th 2016

DAVID STANLEY AUCTIONS
1000 Lots of Quality Antique Woodworking and Allied Trades Tools. 

At the Hermitage Leisure Centre, Whitwick, Leics LE67 5EU England.

visit our web site at www.davidstanley.com

The entire illustrated catalog available ON-LINE 2 weeks prior with full absentee bidding instructions at:

www.the-saleroom.com
Go to www.the-saleroom.com for more information and to register. Successful bids using live bidding incur an additional 3% charge.

Our normal absentee bidding system will still be available at no extra charge

In spite of this new digital age we are still producing our great, full colour catalogues which include 
estimated prices, condition coding, postal bidding instructions & prices realised list after the sale.

Still only £20 from David Stanley Auctions, Osgathorpe, Leics. LE12 9SR England  Tel: 01530 222320  Fax: 01530 222523
E-mail tools@davidstanley.com quoting your mailing address and credit card details.

To include:
•  The second portion of the Reg Eaton Library.
•  A further entry from the David R. Russell Collection.
•  A rare and unique collection of 400 stamps from the 

ASTON family rule makers of Birmingham
•  Rare NORRIS planes and others by SPIERS, 

MATHIESON, RECORD, STANLEY, PRESTON, 
LIE NIELSON etc.

•  Saws, chisels and carving tools
•  Miniature planes and tools in boxwood, brass etc.
•  Austrian goosewing axes plus many French, Dutch and 

other European tools.

•  Ultimatum brass framed braces etc.
•  Wide and complex moulders.
•  Early moulding planes and sets of hollow and round 

moulding planes etc.
•  Tools of the Cooper, Leatherworker, Watchmaker etc.
•  A great selection of rare and interesting boxwood slide 

rules incl. BURTS patent timber slide rule, HAMS 
ullage rule and BRANANS rule.

•  A massive 12” ivory sector by TROUGHTON and 
other ivory rules and tools.

•  A unique collection of RAWLPLUG tools and 
promotional items.
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Off A272 Midhurst to Petworth road opp The Halfway Bridge Inn 

 Hardwoods  

 Wood finishes 

 Australian Burrs  

 Exotic Timbers
 

 Woodturning Blanks
 

 Woodturning Courses (see website for dates)
 

 
 Woodworking Tools 
 Fencing, Gate & Decking Products 
 Bespoke Garden Furniture 
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since 1986

Contact us for details or come and see us (please ring first)
We'll ensure a helpful personal service.

Turning and carving blanks, full machining service.

Wells Road, Emborough, Near Bath BA3 4SP
www.trucutbandsaws.co.uk

D B KEIGHLEY MACHINERY LTD
70 years service to woodworking industry. 70 machines always on show. 
Repairs to power tools and machines. part-ex and lease a pleasure. 
New and second hand machinery

Vickers Place, Stanningley, Pudsey, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS28 6LZ
Tel: 01132 574736 Fax: 01132 574293
Website: www.dbkeighley.co.uk

Kendal Tools &
 Machinery

Try our wood cutting Band Saw Blade Service
Any length, width or tpi

www.kendaltools.co.uk   Tel. 01539 733774

W

EALDEN TOOL

COMPANY

Router cutters
Spindle tooling
CNC tooling/collets/toolholders
Bandsaw blades, jigsaw blades
Circular saw blades

www.wealdentool.com

SURREY TIMBERS Ltd
Your One-Stop Wood Shop

Hardwood Timber Merchant
stocking local & Imported Timber

Please come & select from our range:

OAK, YEW, WALNUT, SAPELE, APPLE, MAPLE
SYCAMORE & More!

07795 663792

www.shop.surreytimbers.co.uk

Ple

01483 457826

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
Like our page for regular updates!
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Games/sofa table

DESIGN & INSPIRATION
Recently auctioned furniture

UNDER THE HAMMER:

Est. £2,000–3,000

We take a look at a key lot from Bonhams’ recent ‘Gentleman’s Library’ sale 

80  F&C243 www.woodworkersinstitute.com

19th-century Chinese export games/sofa table

T
his early 19th-century Chinese export padouk (Pterocarpus 
spp.) and satinwood (Lagerstroemia spp.) banded games/
sofa table featured in February’s ‘Gentleman’s Library’ sale 

at Bonhams, London. Inlaid with ebony (Diospyros spp.) lines, the 
rounded rectangular hinged top has a reeded edge and a central 
reversible cleated top enclosing an ebony-and-ivory chequerboard 
and a backgammon board. The top sits above a simulated drawer 
and a single frieze drawer, on standard end supports, downswept 
with leaf cast cappings and castors. The table is 112cm wide, 
55cm deep and 76cm high. 

Card and games tables first became popular in the 18th century 
and are still highly collectible due to their versatility and usefulness. 
This particular one caught our eye as it poses some very real 
challenges to prevent the top section from warping and becoming 
stuck in place. A project on this scale is perfect for the smaller 
workshop and open to all manner of contemporary interpretations 
if period design isn’t your sort of thing. If it is, then all the major 
techniques are there such as hand veneering, inlay, cabinet and 
drawer construction and even a little curved work. 

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF BONHAMS

Detail of the games boards
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Incorporating some of the most famous brands 
in woodworking, Record Power have been 
manufacturing fine tools & machinery for over 100 
years. Built to last we provide support for thousands 
of machines well over 50 years old, which are still 
in daily use. Testimony to the sound engineering 
principles and service support that comes with a 
Record Power product.www.recordpower.co.uk  Tel: 01246 571 020

Price valid until 31.08.2016. E&OE.

Sturdy Fence System 
The fence can tilt up to 
45º and is supported by a 
strong mounting system.

Cutter Block 
The three knife cutterblock 
ensures an excellent finish.

ENGLAND

Aldermaston Tool Company Youngs Ind Est, Paices 
Hill, Aldermaston, Berkshire, RG7 4PW 0118 981 1470

Grahams Machinery Deva House, Knutsford Way, 
Chester, Cheshire, CH1 4NX 01244 376 764

Westcountry Machinery 4 wood 
Beacon Kilns, High Street Village, 
St Austell, Cornwall, PL26 7SR 01726 828 388

Jaymac (Derby) Ltd 852 London Road, 
Derby, Derbyshire, DE24 8WA 01332 755 799

Toolite Co Unit 3/2 The Mews Brook Street, 
Mitcheldean, Gloucestershire, GL17 0SL 01594 544521

Tewkesbury Saw Co Ltd Newtown Trading Estate, 
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, GL20 8JG 01684 293 092

John Davis Woodturning The Old Stables, 
Chilbolton Down Farm, Stockbridge, 
Hampshire, SO20 6BU 01264 811 070

D.B. Keighley Machinery Ltd Vickers Place, 
Stanningley, Yorkshire, LS28 6LZ 01132 574 736

J Carr & Son Ltd 9-10 Horncastle Road, 
Boston Lincolnshire, PE21 9BN 01205 351 555

D&M Tools 73-81 Heath Road, Twickenham, 
Middlesex, TW1 4AW 0208 892 3813

Norfolk Saw Services Dog Lane, Horsford, 
Norwich, Norfolk, NR10 3DH 01603 898 695

Snainton Woodworking Supplies 
Barker Lane, Snainton, Scarborough, 
North Yorkshire, YO13 9BG 01723 859 545

Oxon Fastenings Systems Academic House, 
Oakfield Ind Est, Stanton Harcourt Rd, Eynsham 
Oxfordshire, OX29 4AJ 01865 884 022

Yandle & Sons Ltd Hurst Works, Martock, 
Somerset, TA12 6JU 01935 822 207

Kraftkabin 248-254 London Road, 
Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire, ST4 5RH 01782 416 102

DJ Evans (Bury) Ltd St Botolphs Lane,  
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 2AU 01284 754 132

Elmers Hardware Ipswich 59-61 Edmonton Road, 
Kesgrave, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 1EQ 01473 623 381

Scott and Sargeant Woodworking Machinery Ltd 
1 Blatchford Rd, Horsham, 
West Sussex, RH13 5QR 01403 273000

RS Paskin & Co Ltd Oldington Trading Estate, 
Stourport Road, Kidderminster, 
Worcestershire, DY11 7QP 01562 829 722

WALES

Data Powertools Ltd 427 Cowbridge Rd West, 
Cardiff, CF5 5TF 0292 0595 710

SCOTLAND

MacGregor Industrial Supplies 
15-17 Henderson Road, Longman Industrial Estate, 
Inverness, Inverness-shire, IV1 1SN 01463 717 999 
Further branches available throughout the highlands. 
Please contact for more details.

Brodies Timber The Old Sawmill, 
Inver, Dunkeld, Perthshire, PH8 0JR 01350 727 723

IRELAND

WH Raitt & Son Ltd Main Street, 
Stranorlar, County Donegal 00353 74 913 1028

Joe McKenna Ltd 54-56 Parnell Street 
Limerick, County Limerick 00353 61 413 888

JJ Ronayne Ltd Dublin Road,Thurles 
County Tipperary 00353 5042 1033

See the value the PT107 
offers for yourself at the 

following stockists:

PT107 10” x 7” Heavy Duty 
Planer Thicknesser
The PT107 is perfectly suited to the discerning woodworker who expects 
professional and reliable performance from a solid, durable and compact 
machine. Whilst compact enough for smaller workshops and ideal for serious 
home or trade users, this machine boasts some impressive industrial features 
and is exceptionally smooth and accurate in operation. 
If you are in the market for a good planer thicknesser then check this out at 
one of our display stockists to fully appreciate the value on offer.

VCam ac

Central Column  
The thicknessing table 
is supported by a sturdy 
central column for superior 
stability and easy rise and 
fall adjustment.

“The PT107 is extremely well 
built, with heavy cast iron 
tables polished to a fine finish.

This machine feels more like a proper industrial 
model in use. The sheer weight minimises any 
vibration.“

The Woodworker 

”Top Quality - This is a very well made machine 
with full adjustment of both infeed and outfeed 
tables. This is unusual in a home workshop machine 
and allows very fine adjustment to eliminate any 
gouging at the end (snipe)…Results are excellent, 
chip clearance is good and the changeover from 
planing to thicknessing is quick and easy.” 

DesmondW, Online Review

Only

£999.99

OBC_FCM_243.indd   1 2/23/16   1:05 PM



WOODWORKER’S
DIRECTORY 2016

www.woodworkersinstitute.com

WWD Cover 2016.indd   1 19/02/2016   12:04



Veritas® remains committed to designing 
and manufacturing exquisite woodworking 
hand tools that do not compromise on 
functionality. Every tool is designed with 
the discerning woodworker in mind; it is 
built to the highest standards, comfortable 
to handle, and  made in Canada.

Available in the U.K. from BriMarc Tools & Machinery at www.brimarc.com 
or call 0333 240 6967.  For other retail locations, visit www.veritastools.com.
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In this third edition of the Woodworker’s Directory 
you will fi nd a valuable resource to help you fi nd that 
perfect piece of timber, a local retailer, or if you are 
in the market for a specifi c piece of equipment or 
accessories, a manufacturer or retailer that can help 
with your enquiries or purchases.

This Directory is set out like a reference book for 
woodworkers and lists over 40 pages of products 
and services, all displayed in an easy-to-fi nd format. 
Each section is colour coded for ease of use, and 
where applicable, sections are broken down by either 
woodworking discipline or area. 

We hope you’ll keep the Woodworker’s Directory in 
your workshop at all times, and we’re sure it’ll provide 
you with a readily accessible resource of contact 
details that will enable you to get on with the job in 
hand and be the best woodworker you can be.

MAGAZINE EDITORS:
Mark Baker, Anthony Bailey, Derek Jones
ADVERTISING SALES: Russell Higgins
(russellh@thegmcgroup.com)
PUBLISHER: Jonathan Grogan
DESIGNER: Oliver Prentice
PRODUCTION CONTROLLER: Scott Teagle
ADVERTISING PRODUCTION: Amanda Hoag
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ABRASIVES

Abrasives are fundamental to the 
work we do and since we are 

experimenting ever more with new 
materials and fi nishes, it should come 
as no surprise that manufacturers 
continue to develop abrasives to 
meet our needs. So put aside the 
thoughts of the sandpaper of old
and welcome to an age where you 
can fi nd abrasives to refi ne the 
surfaces of wood, metals, man-made 
materials, surface fi nishes and so 
much more. The developments make 
our lives easier and whether we are 
hand or power sanding there is a 
products to help us work quicker 
and smarter. Check out the various 
websites for information to help you 
select the right product for the job 
you are working on and remember
to check the helpful hints and tips 
they provide too to help create the 
perfect surface.

Mark Baker

Here at Sandpaper Supplies Ltd we 
supply good quality abrasives to the 

wood turners  and Joiners.

These include Indasa, Klingspor & 
Mirka products. If we do not have 
your requirements we always try

our best to help fi nd what you need.

T: 01538 387738
E: sandpapersupplies@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.sandpapersupplies.co.uk
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Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com

Kreg is a leading manufacturer of 
quality woodworking tools and an 

innovative voice in woodworking. In 
1986, Kreg pioneered the Kreg Jig®, 

bringing speed, strength, and simplicity 
to the weekend woodworker. Today, 
the extensive Kreg™ range includes 
tools for cutting, clamping, routing 

and measuring. Designed to simplify 
woodworking, build confi dence and 

deliver lasting results, Kreg™ is an 
innovator in pocket-hole technology 

and a trusted brand worldwide.

W: kregtool.eu 

Suppliers of high quality tools & 
accessories for the woodturner, 
woodcarver, woodworker and 

craftsperson of all abilities.
Woodturning lathes – chucks – 
woodturning and woodcarving 

tools – abrasives – glues – marking 
out measuring tools – dust 

extraction – pen making supplies – 
fi nishing and safety products

T: 01873831589
E: info@turnerstoolbox.com
W: www.turnerstoolbox.com

4   WOODWORKERS DIRECTORY

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk
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ADHESIVES

A dhesives are essential to what 
we do as makers. Working with 

a variety of timbers and materials 
used in an ever more diverse amount 
of situations, it is essential we have 
products that allow us to bond and 
secure items easily and properly with 
the minimum of fuss. But, which 
ones do we need? I am very glad 
that information is now more readily 
available and the list of stockists 
and manufacturers mentioned 
are only too willing  to provide the 
information and helpful hints and 
tips you need, to ensure you can 
easily fi nd what you are looking
for with the minimum of hassle. 

Mark Baker

A huge range of fi ne woodworking 
tools including INCRA, Woodpecker, 

JessEm, Igaging, Micro-Jig, Easy 
Wood and high-end Hand Tools 
including WoodRiver Planes; the 

only shop where you can buy 
online plus get the benefi t of 

seeing product demonstrations 
by woodworkers and inspect the 
quality of our fantastic products, 

here in the heart of England.

T: 01684 594683
E: sales@woodworkersworkshop.co.uk
W: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

Suppliers of tools, fi xings and 
associated items to the construction 

and allied trades. With over 100 
years of combined experience the 
staff  of PR Industrial are always on 

hand to ensure you get the best 
advice and the best deal. 

PR Industrial Limited, Unit 2, 
Delphi House, English Close 
Hove, East Sussex, BN3 7EE

T: 01273 774455
E: sales@prindustrial.co.uk
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Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

Mirka is a leading manufacturer
of high quality tools and abrasives 

aimed at the woodworking industry. 
We provide users with versatile

and eff ective solutions including 
our DEROS and Abranet® products 
that allow them to work in a dust-

free environment and achieve 
smooth and consistent fi nishes
on multiple applications within

the fastest time possible. 

T: 01908 866100
W: www.mirka.co.uk

Suppliers of high quality tools & 
accessories for the woodturner, 
woodcarver, woodworker and 

craftsperson of all abilities.
Woodturning lathes – chucks – 
woodturning and woodcarving 

tools – abrasives – glues – marking 
out measuring tools – dust 

extraction – pen making supplies – 
fi nishing and safety products

T: 01873831589
E: info@turnerstoolbox.com
W: www.turnerstoolbox.com

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com

WOODWORKERS DIRECTORY   5
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CARVING

W oodcarving is a wonderful 
aspect of woodworking 

where you can scratch that creative 
itch and have a lot of fun. You do not 
need a lot of space to carve – unlike 
many other types of woodworking – 
and you can start exploring carving 
easily and quickly. You don’t need a 
lot of tools – some carving can be 
done with a knife. Whether you fancy 
trying to carve spoons, caricatures, 
carved panels or sculptural work, you 
will fi nd plenty of styles of carving to 
try and have fun with. 

To help get you started, there are 
plenty of good courses available in 
local colleges and from specialist 
tutors. You can also consider joining 
a woodcarving club if there is one 
near you. These clubs are great and 
you will meet people to help and 
encourage you in your journey that is 
woodcarving. It is also worth visiting 
woodworking and craft shows as 
well as shops who have special show 
events for inspiration, can provide 
advice and the chance to try out
new tools before you buy.

Mark Baker

Saburrtooth rotary tools feature 
long-lasting, razor-sharp carbide 

cutting teeth arranged into
a unique open pattern to

resist loading while providing 
rapid stock removal and 

smoother fi nishes. 

W: www.saburrtooth.com

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

 B
Y 

G
M

C
/A

N
TH

O
N

Y 
BA

IL
EY

Whether you have prior experience 
or have never carved before in your 

life, you will benefi t enormously 
from our Rocking Horse carving 
courses. Held in our own carving 

studio in Yorkshire with our carving 
experts Anthony Dew and Peter 
Berry.  Also supplies of Rocking 

Horse Plans, Books, DVD’s, Timber 

Fangfoss, York, YO41 5JH

T: 01759 368737

E: info@rockinghorse.co.uk

W: www.rockinghorse.co.uk

Leading suppliers of Power Carving, 
Pyrography, Toy Making and 

wooden Craft Supplies.
Including, Foredom, Razertip, 

Firewriter, Microclene, Saburrtooth, 
Kutzall, Olson Saw, Toys and Joys 

toys and model plans and Zona. We 
also carry wooden Dowel, Shaker 

Pegs, Boxes, Balls and Knobs.

T: 01633 400847
E: sales@woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

W: woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

Suppliers of high quality tools & 
accessories for the woodturner, 
woodcarver, woodworker and 

craftsperson of all abilities.
Woodturning lathes – chucks – 
woodturning and woodcarving 

tools – abrasives – glues – marking 
out measuring tools – dust 

extraction – pen making supplies – 
fi nishing and safety products

T: 01873831589
E: info@turnerstoolbox.com
W: www.turnerstoolbox.com

G&S off er a wide range of services 
for the wood worker, from Wood 

Carving, Woodturning, and 
Carpentry tools with world-class 

quality brands. Large stocks of kiln 
dried hardwood timber including 

a short board store for smaller 
projects. We have a huge variety of 
blanks for carving and turnery, in 

stock.  See website for details.

T: 01768 891445
W: www.toolsandtimber.co.uk

6   WOODWORKERS DIRECTORY
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For your passion 
Woodcarving tools  
made in Switzerland
More than 600 high quality products

www.pfeiltools.com
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CLAMPING

T he one thing you are bound to run out of when 
it really matters won’t be wood or glue, it will be 

clamps. Any job, from a small box to dining table needs 
clamps and the bigger the job gets the more you need.

Everyone now seems to be using ‘quick clamps’, which 
are brilliant but need to be bought by the dozen as many 
jobs have a voracious appetite for good, even clamping. 
Let us not forget the older patterns such as ‘G’ clamps 
and sash clamps. These apply pressure more slowly by 
winding the jaw or pad inwards, but they can apply more 
pressure evenly to the job. If you make large panels or 
table tops then the heftier ‘T’ bar clamps are perfect. 
At the other end of the scale there are ‘F’ clamps which 
have both a quick action and threaded clamping; ‘guitar’ 
clamps made from hornbeam with cork facings that apply 
gentle but even pressure and my favourite, springs clamps 
for narrow sections. The answer is that you need a variety
of clamping solutions for all tasks.                   Anthony Bailey

TOMACO are an importer,
marketing and wholesale company 
that provide exclusive quality tools 
to the working professional and the 
hobbyist.  Working with worldwide 

manufacturers, our products are 
sold through a network of key 
retailers. The brands include
CMT, Narex, Sharp Edge and

Colt to name a few

E: info@tomaco.co.uk
 W: www.tomaco.co.uk

Kreg is a leading manufacturer of 
quality woodworking tools and an 

innovative voice in woodworking. In 
1986, Kreg pioneered the Kreg Jig®, 

bringing speed, strength, and simplicity 
to the weekend woodworker. Today, 
the extensive Kreg™ range includes 
tools for cutting, clamping, routing 

and measuring. Designed to simplify 
woodworking, build confi dence and 

deliver lasting results, Kreg™ is an 
innovator in pocket-hole technology 

and a trusted brand worldwide.

W: kregtool.eu 

Veritas® is your source for reliable 
workbench accessories to suit the 

task at hand, including vises, bench 
dogs, hold downs, bench blades, 

panel clamps, speed clamps,
and low-profi le work stops. All 

are made in Canada to exacting 
standards to meet the needs of 

discerning woodworkers.

Available in the U.K. from BriMarc 
Tools & Machinery at

www.brimarc.com or call
0333 240 6967. For other retail 

locations, visit www.veritastools.com.
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Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

NSS is a family run business and 
has been specialising in the sales 
of woodwork machinery, power 
tools and accessories since 1960. 

All the UK’s major brands are 
displayed and available for sale 

from either our Showroom in 
Norwich or via our website. 

T: 01603 898695
W: www.norfolksawservices.co.uk

A huge range of fi ne woodworking 
tools including INCRA, Woodpecker, 

JessEm, Igaging, Micro-Jig, Easy 
Wood and high-end Hand Tools 
including WoodRiver Planes; the 

only shop where you can buy 
online plus get the benefi t of 

seeing product demonstrations 
by woodworkers and inspect the 
quality of our fantastic products, 

here in the heart of England.

T: 01684 594683
E: sales@woodworkersworkshop.co.uk
W: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

8   WOODWORKERS DIRECTORY
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 Horizontal Mortiser  Mobile Dust Extractor 

 Combination machines 

HAMMER,
Quality and 
 precision 

from Austria 

The obvious choice!

 IF IN DOUBT ... 
... USE A HAMMER

K3 winner comfort

B3 winner

F3A3 41 D

C3 31 perform

A3 41 A3 31 A3 41 A

K4 perform

C3 31B3 perform

S01N 4400
N 3800

D3

 Panel Saws 

 Planer-thicknessers/Planers/Thicknessers 

 Bandsaw 

 Spindle Moulder 

FELDER-GROUP UK
Unit 2, Sovereign Business Park, Joplin Court

Crownhill, MK8 0JP MILTON KEYNES

Tel. 01908 635 000 info@ukfelder.co.uk

HAMMER - A range of over 20 machines

for the keen and professional woodworker.

www.ukhammer.co.uk

 Saw Spindle Moulder 

✆ Request your free catalogue now!
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COURSES

W hatever your level of skill and 
ability with woodworking 

you can always learn more, 
gain confi dence and apply new 
knowledge in your work if you 
choose to do a woodworking 
course. You might want to learn 
how to do woodturning properly, 
or overcome worries with routers, 
then there is woodcarving or maybe 
fi ne cabinetry? Increasingly, there 
are more privately run courses as 
state education of crafts has been 
cut back. In fact these are generally 
better value for money anyway, 
because they can be quite intensive 
learning, perhaps for quite a short 
period. Bona fi da tutors have a high 
level of training and expertise and
are able to deliver good teaching in
a well equipped workshop, complete 
with full insurances and a chance to 
relax and chat with fellow students. 
You will be surprised at how much 
extra knowledge and skill you can 
acquire in a short period of time in
a good learning. 

Anthony Bailey

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

 BY G
M

C
/A

N
TH

O
N

Y BA
ILEY

 
Tel: +44(0)1984 667555 

www.williamsandcleal.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

Furniture design 
and making courses 

 
Based in our commercial 

workshops 
 

Learning from award 
winning tutors 

10   WOODWORKERS DIRECTORY
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A wide range of long and short 

furniture making and fi ne woodworking 

courses to small groups from our 

workshops in Worcestershire:-

•  Courses run all year round

•  Fine furniture design and cabinet 

making courses

•  Practical, hands-on experience

• One-to-one tuition

•  Idyllic location, easily accessible

just off the M5

T: 01684 591014
E: info@peterseftonfurnitureschool.com
W: www.peterseftonfurnitureschool.com

School of Woodturning - RPT

Course participants from 34 countries

Learn from a leading exponent with 

26 years of teaching experience. 

Innovative, creative & traditional 

techniques to excel.

1 to 5 day courses all levels

 Nut Tree Farm, Wedmore, Somerset 
BS28 4QP B&B Accommodation

T:  0845 1668406  +(0)1934 712404
E: m@melvynfi rmager.co.uk

W: www.melvynfi rmager.co.uk

The Chippendale school in East 
Lothian is acknowledged as 

being one of the fi nest furniture 
design and restoration schools 

internationally and last year 
celebrated its 30th birthday. The 

school runs one-week experience 
courses, each year takes some 20 
students from around the world 
for 30-week immersive courses, 
cramming three years of study

into less than one year.

W: www.chippendaleschool.com

G&S off er a wide range of services 
for the wood worker, from Wood 

Carving, Woodturning, and 
Carpentry tools with world-class 

quality brands. Large stocks of kiln 
dried hardwood timber including 

a short board store for smaller 
projects. We have a huge variety of 
blanks for carving and turnery, in 

stock.  See website for details.

T: 01768 891445
W: www.toolsandtimber.co.uk

To be the best, train with the best.

John Lloyd has been teaching the art of 

fi ne furniture making for over 20 years.  

He knows there is no substitute for 

knowledge and experience.  Learn the 

right way to design and create beautiful 

furniture, to build a successful career or 

simply as an enjoyable recreation.

Bankside Farm, Ditchling Common

East Sussex RH15 0SJ

T: +44 (0)1444 480388

W: www.johnlloydfi nefurniture.co.uk

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

Whether you have prior experience 
or have never carved before in your 

life, you will benefi t enormously 
from our Rocking Horse carving 
courses. Held in our own carving 

studio in Yorkshire with our carving 
experts Anthony Dew and Peter 
Berry.  Also supplies of Rocking 

Horse Plans, Books, DVD’s, Timber 

Fangfoss, York, YO41 5JH

T: 01759 368737

E: info@rockinghorse.co.uk

W: www.rockinghorse.co.uk

Turners Retreat is one of the UK’s leading 

retailers of specialist woodworking 

equipment and timber. We have a huge 

range of tools, project accessories and 

woodworking machines, and stock more 

than 50 species of wood. We also do 

courses. So pop in or visit our website to 

fi nd out more.

Faraday Close, Harworth
Nottinghamshire DN11 8RU

England
T: 01302 744344

E: eShop@turners-retreat.co.uk
W: www.turners-retreat.co.uk

Whether you want a professionally 

recognised boatbuilding or 

woodworking qualifi cation, to learn 

practical skills by the sea, or to build 

your own boat or piece of furniture, 

there’s an appropriate course

at the Academy in Lyme Regis.

Training courses are ‘hands-on’,

taught by experts and vary in length 

from 2 days to 38 weeks.

E: offi  ce@boatbuildingacademy.com
W: www.boatbuildingacademy.com
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COURSES

Andrew off ers weekend and 5 day 
courses and one-to-one tuition in 

his beautiful Shropshire workshop. 
All aspects of his particular 

approach to box making are 
covered - veneering, design, curved 

forms, inlaying, interior fi tting, 
lining, fi tting his popular smartWare 

box hardware and more.

T: 01694 781318
W: www.box-making.com

Marc’s studio is renowned for 
innovation and experimentation 

in the fi eld of furniture design. 
His students are encouraged to 

mix media and push boundaries. 
Course duration 1 week to 1 year.

Robinson House Studio, 
Robinson Road, Newhaven,

East Sussex, BN9 9BL
T: 01273 513611

E: info@marcfi sh.co.uk
W: www.marcfi sh.co.uk

Experienced maker Chris Tribe 
off ers weekend and fi ve day 

courses at his workshop close to the 
Yorkshire Dales. Whether you are a 
complete beginner wanting to try 
out the craft or more experienced 
and looking to extend your skills, 
Chris will have a course for you.

The Cornmill Workshop
Railway Road, Ilkley, LS29 8HT

T: 01943 602836
M: 07817 456241

E: chris@christribe.co.uk
W: christribefurniturecourses.com

Williams and Cleal Furniture
are passionate about
making and design. 

From our commercial workshop 
in rural Somerset we off er a 

range of courses for students 
who share this passion. 

Group sizes are restricted to 
ensure individual attention.

To fi nd out more contact us on 
01984 667555 or visit

www.williamsandcleal.co.uk 

Adams woodcarving

Gerald has been carving professionally 

since 1986 and has for several years 

taught weekly and two day beginners 

classes  which have proved very 

popular, to have a go and master the 

basic techniques and fi nish a simple 

project. These courses are ideal for 

Christmas / Birthday presents for 

someone to start or expand a new 

hobby or career.  Email or phone Gerald 

for information on Vouchers. 

More information on the website

W: www.adamswoodcarving.co.uk

T: 01508 532111

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com

    Furniture School
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EXTRACTION & DUST PROTECTION

There are a number of
occupations or interests

where dust presents a real hazard 
to health and woodworking is one 
of those. Invisible dust smaller than 
one micron (1⁄10 millimetre) in size, 
can penetrate human tissue i.e. lungs 
and skin. Visible dust or chippings are 
less hazardous to health but need to 
be removed quickly and effi  ciently. 
The answer to these problems in a 
wood work shop could be number of 
things. One, you need an appropriate 
extraction setup to remove dust 
and chipping at source from your 
machines. There are a variety of types 
of extractor for this. You can buy 
extraction piping and blastgates for 
a permanent setup. An air cleaner 
unit will remove a large percentage 
of very fi ne particles but you should 
not ignore PPE (Personal Protection 
Equipment) use appropriate masks, 
with goggles and ear defenders or
an air-fed helmet. Powertools eject 
dust faster than machinery so an 
auto-switching HPLV (High Pressure 
Low Volume) extractor is needed
to deal with that nuisance. There
are plenty of means for safe working 
available to buy.

Anthony Bailey

Mirka is a leading manufacturer
of high quality tools and abrasives 

aimed at the woodworking industry. 
We provide users with versatile

and eff ective solutions including 
our DEROS and Abranet® products 
that allow them to work in a dust-

free environment and achieve 
smooth and consistent fi nishes
on multiple applications within

the fastest time possible. 

T: 01908 866100
W: www.mirka.co.uk
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The Felder Group UK, through 
its brands Hammer, Felder 

and Format 4 are the countries 
leading supplier of high quality 
woodworking machinery.  With 

machinery from bandsaws to 
CNC machining centres and back 
up and customer service support 
that is second to none, you need 

look no further than
The Felder Group UK.  

W: www.felder-group.co.uk

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com
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FINISHES

W e all want to use the perfect 
fi nish on our work. That 

said, there are a lot of things to 
be considered in order to pick the 
perfect fi nish to use. A few things 
to consider are: are you making a 
toy? Is it a piece of furniture? If it is, is 
the project to be subject to getting 
wet or damp – like in a kitchen or 
bathroom, is the made item to be 
used or left outside in the garden?  
Are you making a decorative 
item thats sole function is to look 
wonderful? Do we need to see the 
wood through the fi nal fi nish?
Can the project be dyed, stained or 
painted?  Finishes are developing 
at an amazing rate and we can now 
access fi nishes that are easier to 
use, suitable for a wider range of 
materials and conditions with which 
work will be placed and used, but 
you need to ask the right questions 
in order to pick the right fi nish. But 
rest assured, there is something 
to help you show off  your latest 
creation to the fullest potential.

Mark Baker
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Sanding Sealers

Oils

Lacquers

Polishes

Waxes

Polish Enhancers

Wood Treatments

Polishing Brushes

Abrasives

Stains

Thinners

Applicators

Superglues

Buffing Systems

Acrylic Blanks

...and much more
01473 206 522

  US Stockist 

 Enquiries Welcome. 

Tel/Fax 888-631-8311

PO Box 260, Stowmarket, 
IP14 9BX

890 118 

Our Water Based Stains have all the 
advantages of oil base stains: they 
spread easily, can be repaired, can be 

of open time. The thicker formula 
allows controlled penetration, which 
will reduce blotching on hard-to-
stain woods such as Oak, Pine and 

Maple. This stain formula will make wood 
staining an enjoyable experience for you. 

if you need to pre-seal the wood. 
Available in: Natural and 15 colours. 
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FINISHES

The best range of native and exotic 

hardwoods in Scotland.  Waney edged 

native hardwood boards, Exotic 

timbers, imported hardwoods, turning 

and carving timbers, tonewoods, 

woodfi nishes, woodcraft supplies

Open Tue to Sat 10am till 5pm

Sunday 10am till 12.30pm

 

Reid Timber, 11 Forrest Street
Glasgow, G40 2TX
T: 07815 735 225

E: reidtimber@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.spanglefi sh.com/

woodcarving-scotland

General Finishes make the fi nest 
wood fi nishes. They are easy to use, 
the colours are fabulous and the top 
coats are strong and long wearing. 

Whether you want the bold, 
luscious colours of eco-friendly 

water based paints and stains or
the classic traditional wood tones
of our wipe-on oil base fi nishes,

we have the fi nish for you.

E: info@generalfi nishes.co.uk
W: www.generalfi nishes.co.uk

Behlen wood care, repair and 
fi nishing products come from 

over a 120 year tradition of 
quality and expertise.

Behlen’s extensive range
of products are available

for online purchase.

Unit 13, Peff ermill Parc
25 King’s Haugh

Edinburgh, EH16 5UY
E: info@behlen.co.uk
W: www.behlen.co.uk

Tried and trusted by professionals 

and enthusiasts alike, whatever 

fi eld of woodworking they enjoy, the 

Chestnut Products range of fi nishes 

and associated items has something to 

meet the needs of most woodworkers. 

Stocked by woodworking shops 

(nearly) everywhere!

PO Box 260,
Stowmarket, IP14 9BX

T: 01473 890118
W: www.chestnutproducts.co.uk

Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com

Suppliers of high quality tools & 
accessories for the woodturner, 
woodcarver, woodworker and 

craftsperson of all abilities.
Woodturning lathes – chucks – 
woodturning and woodcarving 

tools – abrasives – glues – marking 
out measuring tools – dust 

extraction – pen making supplies – 
fi nishing and safety products

T: 01873831589
E: info@turnerstoolbox.com
W: www.turnerstoolbox.com

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

Suppliers of tools, fi xings and 
associated items to the construction 

and allied trades. With over 100 
years of combined experience the 
staff  of PR Industrial are always on 

hand to ensure you get the best 
advice and the best deal. 

PR Industrial Limited, Unit 2, 
Delphi House, English Close 
Hove, East Sussex, BN3 7EE

T: 01273 774455
E: sales@prindustrial.co.uk
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HAND TOOLS

T here are almost as many hand tools available
as there are opinions on how to use them,

but there is one thing that I think we are all agreed 
on: you can never have too many tools. There are 
many among us who could extend this list to planes 
and chisels as well because, although we like to 
use our tools, we are sometimes just as happy to 
admire them for what they are. A wise purchase will 
last you, and the next couple of owners, a lifetime. 
There are some outstanding hand tools on off er 
these days, every bit as good as the old ones, and
in some instances even better. Don’t associate
age with accuracy, or price with performance.
Do, however, support your independent retailer. 
In most cases, these are owned and run by tool 
enthusiasts who will be only too pleased to pass on 
their words of wisdom to kindred spirits. 

Derek Jones

Lie-Nielsen Toolworks makes 
heirloom quality woodworking 

hand tools in Maine, USA. 
Exceptionally high quality materials, 

machining, and  hand fi nishing 
results in a tool that looks as great 

as it works, and will be a pleasure to 
use for years to come.
Lifetime guaranteed.  

E: Toolworks@lie-nielsen.com
W: www.lie-nielsen.com
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Wealden stocks an extensive range 

of router cutters, spindle tooling, CNC 

tooling & accessories, drilling & boring 

tooling, bandsaw, jigsaw and

circular saw blades.

Wealden’s reputation has been built 

over thirty years and today the brand 

stands for quality affordable products 

and outstanding customer service.

2, Clinton Business Centre, Lodge Road

Staplehurst, Kent   TN12 0QF

T: 01580 890500  F: 01580 890222
E: sales@wealdentool.com
W: www.wealdentool.com

Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

Mirka is a leading manufacturer
of high quality tools and abrasives 

aimed at the woodworking industry. 
We provide users with versatile

and eff ective solutions including 
our DEROS and Abranet® products 
that allow them to work in a dust-

free environment and achieve 
smooth and consistent fi nishes
on multiple applications within

the fastest time possible. 

T: 01908 866100
W: www.mirka.co.uk

Toolnut specialises in selling good 

quality hand tools, many of which are 

British makes.

We are stockists of Henry Taylor, 

Joseph Marples, Morris, Robert Sorby, 

Veritas and many other top hand tool 

makes. We hold 99%+ of items in our 

stock ready for fast dispatch.

W: www.toolnut.co.uk

NSS is a family run business and 
has been specialising in the sales 
of woodwork machinery, power 
tools and accessories since 1960. 

All the UK’s major brands are 
displayed and available for sale 

from either our Showroom in 
Norwich or via our website. 

T: 01603 898695
W: www.norfolksawservices.co.uk

Heirloom Quality Tools
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Hand tools

We are the last remaining traditional 
saw and hand plane manufacturer 

in the UK. We manufacture premium 
hand saws such as PAX, Lynx and 

Dorchester Saws and also the Clifton 
hand planes which include bench 
planes and block planes etc. Our 
craftsmen take pride in making 

tools for you to be able to create the 
perfect fi nish in your work. 

T: +44 (0) 114 2725387 
E: orderonline@fl inn-garlick-saws.co.uk

W: www.fl inn-garlick-saws.co.uk

The ToolPost is the UK’s largest 
specialist woodturning and 

woodcarving tools, machinery, 
supplies and materials shop. 

You can fi nd us on-line at
www.toolpost.co.uk, by phone 

on 01235 511101 or in our 
dedicated showroom and shop in 

Oxfordshire at:

The ToolPost,
Unit 7 Hawksworth,

Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 7HR, UK.

Leading suppliers of Power Carving, 
Pyrography, Toy Making and 

wooden Craft Supplies.
Including, Foredom, Razertip, 

Firewriter, Microclene, Saburrtooth, 
Kutzall, Olson Saw, Toys and Joys 

toys and model plans and Zona. We 
also carry wooden Dowel, Shaker 

Pegs, Boxes, Balls and Knobs.

T: 01633 400847
E: sales@woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

W: woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

TOMACO are an importer,
marketing and wholesale company 
that provide exclusive quality tools 
to the working professional and the 
hobbyist.  Working with worldwide 

manufacturers, our products are 
sold through a network of key 
retailers. The brands include
CMT, Narex, Sharp Edge and

Colt to name a few

E: info@tomaco.co.uk
 W: www.tomaco.co.uk

Saw & Hand Tool Manufacturer
Sheffi eld, England

Thomas Flinn & Co.

At Veritas®, we design and 
manufacture innovative hand tools 

that provide practical workshop 
solutions. Our line includes hand 

planes, chisels, marking and 
measuring tools – all the hand

tools woodworkers expect
for precision work. We also produce 

specialty tools for accenting
that special project.  

Available in the U.K. from BriMarc 
Tools & Machinery at

www.brimarc.com or call
0333 240 6967. For other retail 

locations, visit www.veritastools.com.

A huge range of fi ne woodworking 
tools including INCRA, Woodpecker, 

JessEm, Igaging, Micro-Jig, Easy 
Wood and high-end Hand Tools 
including WoodRiver Planes; the 

only shop where you can buy 
online plus get the benefi t of 

seeing product demonstrations 
by woodworkers and inspect the 
quality of our fantastic products, 

here in the heart of England.

T: 01684 594683
E: sales@woodworkersworkshop.co.uk
W: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

IRWIN Tools, Newell Rubbermaid, 
Halifax Avenue, Fradley Park, 

Lichfi eld, WS13 8SS

T: 0844 4121190
E: uksales@irwin.co.uk

W: www.irwin.co.uk

Suppliers of tools, fi xings and 
associated items to the construction 

and allied trades. With over 100 
years of combined experience the 
staff  of PR Industrial are always on 

hand to ensure you get the best 
advice and the best deal. 

PR Industrial Limited, Unit 2, 
Delphi House, English Close 
Hove, East Sussex, BN3 7EE

T: 01273 774455
E: sales@prindustrial.co.uk
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G&S SPECIALIST TIMBER
The Alpaca Centre, Snuff Mill Lane, Stainton, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 0ES.

Telephone: 01768 891445. Fax: 01768 891443. email: info@toolsandtimber.co.uk

Quality Tools and Timber to match our Service

WE ARE EASY TO FIND:
11/2 miles from the M6, Junction 40.
Take the A66 towards Keswick, turn left at first
roundabout, follow the Brown Signs to
The Alpaca Centre.

Open 8am to 5pm daily.
10am to 5pm Saturday.

Closed Sunday.

www.toolsandtimber.co.uk
you can order online now

>Woodturning
Centre.

>Woodcarving
Centre.

>Hardwood
Timber
Merchants.

>Woodworking
Machinery.

>Hand Tools.

>Finishes.

>Hardwood
Dowels.

>Woodcarving
Courses.

G&S is a family business
supported by a dedicated
team of staff, who pride
themselves on giving the
best possible service and
advice to their customers.

You can always
be sure of
friendly helpful
service at G&S
Specialist Timber.

G&S
Specialist

Timber
TOOLS AND MACHINERY
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IRONMONGERY FIXTURES & FITTINGS 

F or furniture makers, some of
the fi nest details on a classic 

piece can be the ironmongery, 
fi xtures and fi ttings used.

This is just as relevant to 
furniture makers today, whether 
you’re fi tting kitchens, or hanging 
new doors to the workshop. There 
are traditionalists who shudder at 

the thought of using metal runners 
for drawers and concealed hinges 
on their cabinets. But horses for 
courses, I say. There are some 
applications that won’t work any 
other way and, for this reason 
alone, I think a good understanding 
of modern hardware is essential for 
all woodworkers. 

With everything you could ever 
wish for now seemingly available 
online, it would be remiss of me 
not to mention the trade counter. 
Although they could never replace 
the hardware store on the corner, 
they’re growing in numbers and 
off er a good place to seek advice.

Derek Jones
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Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

We hold in stock a great selection 
of British made ironmongery suited 
mainly towards the cabinet maker. 

We sell a variety of box and
chest locks, hinges, card frames, 
corner fi ttings through too hard

to fi nd small brass screws.
All items in stock are dispatched 

within two working days.

W: www.toolnut.co.uk

The ToolPost is the UK’s largest 
specialist woodturning and 

woodcarving tools, machinery, 
supplies and materials shop. 

You can fi nd us on-line at
www.toolpost.co.uk, by phone 

on 01235 511101 or in our 
dedicated showroom and shop in 

Oxfordshire at:

The ToolPost,
Unit 7 Hawksworth,

Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 7HR, UK.
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MACHINERY

W hen it comes to selecting machinery, 
perhaps the most important question 

you will have to ask is: “What do I intend to use 
it for?” The old adage of having the right tool for 
the job could never be more appropriate. Money 
invested wisely at this stage is indeed money 
well spent. So, consider your current working 
methods and ask if they can be improved or 
tailored to meet new requirements. Think in 
realistic terms about your growing needs. 

A few extra pounds spent on a function that 
will go largely unused may not be worth the 
extra spend. For commercial buyers, outsourcing 
some processes can be very cost eff ective. For 
the home woodworker, consider the power 
supply for your machines as these can add a 
signifi cant load to your existing electrical supply. 

Derek Jones

Saw your own timber with our 
easy to use sawmills and edgers 

that are built with quality.

Timbery meets ALL your 
expectations and gives you the 
most capacity and functionality 

for a lower price! Made in
Europe and the USA!

W: www.timbery.eu

With 60,000+ sawmills in 
operation in more than 100 
countries around the world, 

Wood-Mizer is the undisputed 
leader in thin-kerf sawmilling 
from hobbyist to commercial 

sawmills. Dedicated UK team for 
sales and service support!

W: www.woodmizer.co.uk
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Leading suppliers of Power Carving, 
Pyrography, Toy Making and 

wooden Craft Supplies.
Including, Foredom, Razertip, 

Firewriter, Microclene, Saburrtooth, 
Kutzall, Olson Saw, Toys and Joys 

toys and model plans and Zona. We 
also carry wooden Dowel, Shaker 

Pegs, Boxes, Balls and Knobs.

T: 01633 400847
E: sales@woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

W: woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

The Felder Group UK, through 
its brands Hammer, Felder 

and Format 4 are the countries 
leading supplier of high quality 
woodworking machinery.  With 

machinery from bandsaws to 
CNC machining centres and back 
up and customer service support 
that is second to none, you need 

look no further than
The Felder Group UK.  

W: www.felder-group.co.uk

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

G&S off er a wide range of services 
for the wood worker, from Wood 

Carving, Woodturning, and 
Carpentry tools with world-class 

quality brands. Large stocks of kiln 
dried hardwood timber including 

a short board store for smaller 
projects. We have a huge variety of 
blanks for carving and turnery, in 

stock.  See website for details.

T: 01768 891445
W: www.toolsandtimber.co.uk
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MANUFACTURERS

There hasn’t been a month in the 
last year that I haven’t visited 

a manufacturer either here in the 
UK, or further afi eld. Almost to a 
man every one of them admits 
to buying-in some components 
from the other side of the world. 
It’s common knowledge that some 
are closer to being importers of 
machines rather than manufacturers, 
but who can blame them? In our 
quest to get more bang for our 
buck, the manufacturers respond 
accordingly with products that are 
becoming increasingly lower in price. 
But cheap isn’t always synonymous 
with nasty. Manufacturers are trying 
hard to maintain a competitive 
edge as much by innovation as they 
are by marketing stealth. It may be 
reassuring to know that I have yet to 
be confronted by a machine that was 
not fi t for its intended purpose. To me 
this suggests that the manufacturers 
are designing for specifi c groups
and getting it right most of the time. 
The question still remains: in which 
group do I belong?

Derek Jones

Makita is the number one manufacturer 
of premium quality power tools for 
DIY enthusiasts and construction 

professionals.  With a product portfolio 
of over 590 tools – including drills, drill 
drivers, jigsaws, circular saws, routers, 

cordless and mains – there is a tool
to suit every application.

T: 01908 211678 W: makitauk.com

The stainless steel stoppers 
preferred by woodturners around 
the world. The only place to buy 

the Joyner Off -Set Jig. 

SS Niles Bottle Stoppers
E: ruth@nilesbottlestoppers.com
W: www.nilesbottlestoppers.com

Passion for Precision

Precision has been at the heart 
of Triton’s philosophy for forty 

years. From the fi rst Workcentre in 
1976 to the latest release, quality 
components and inspired design 

result in innovative and highly 
accurate tools, giving woodworkers 

of all abilities the power to
realise their visions. 

W: www.tritontools.com
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With 60,000+ sawmills in 
operation in more than 100 
countries around the world, 

Wood-Mizer is the undisputed 
leader in thin-kerf sawmilling 
from hobbyist to commercial 

sawmills. Dedicated UK team for 
sales and service support!

W: www.woodmizer.co.uk

Precision Power Tools

Kreg is a leading manufacturer of 
quality woodworking tools and an 

innovative voice in woodworking. In 
1986, Kreg pioneered the Kreg Jig®, 

bringing speed, strength, and simplicity 
to the weekend woodworker. Today, 
the extensive Kreg™ range includes 
tools for cutting, clamping, routing 

and measuring. Designed to simplify 
woodworking, build confi dence and 

deliver lasting results, Kreg™ is an 
innovator in pocket-hole technology 

and a trusted brand worldwide.

W: kregtool.eu 

Variable speed for woodturning 
lathes, e.g. Record, Nova, Graduate/
Jubilee, Viceroy, Axminster, Myford, 

Wadkin. Single to three phase 
Converters. D.C. brakes, electric 

motors, single phase motors, three 
phase motors and brake motors.

Unit B Stockclough Lane,
Blackburn, BB2 5JR

T: 01254 201888
E: converters@shaydock.fsnet.co.uk
W: www.haydockconverters.co.uk
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Quality can be guaranteed only 
when the origin is certain. Made in 

Switzerland – since 1902. 

Every tool that leaves our factory 
carries the pfeil insigna, which tells 
you that you are holding a piece of 
original Swiss-quality workmanship 

in your hands.

Visit www.pfeiltools.com
for fi nding your

distributor in the UK

Q alit can be g aranteed onl

Robert Sorby is a premier manufacturer 
of quality woodworking tools. Based 

in Sheffi  eld, England we specialise 
in woodturning, woodcarving and 
woodworking tools. We also make 

the highest quality sharpening 
equipment, lathe chucks and lathe 

accessories. With more than 200 years’ 
manufacturing excellence, Robert 
Sorby makes tools you can rely on.

Athol Road, Sheffi  eld, S8 0PA
T: + 44 (0) 114 225 0700

E: sales@robert-sorby.co.uk
W: www.robert-sorby.co.uk

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com

TOMACO are an importer,
marketing and wholesale company 
that provide exclusive quality tools 
to the working professional and the 
hobbyist.  Working with worldwide 

manufacturers, our products are 
sold through a network of key 
retailers. The brands include
CMT, Narex, Sharp Edge and

Colt to name a few

E: info@tomaco.co.uk
 W: www.tomaco.co.uk

The Felder Group UK, through 
its brands Hammer, Felder 

and Format 4 are the countries 
leading supplier of high quality 
woodworking machinery.  With 

machinery from bandsaws to 
CNC machining centres and back 
up and customer service support 
that is second to none, you need 

look no further than
The Felder Group UK.  

W: www.felder-group.co.uk

IRWIN Tools, Newell Rubbermaid, 
Halifax Avenue, Fradley Park, 

Lichfi eld, WS13 8SS

T: 0844 4121190
E: uksales@irwin.co.uk

W: www.irwin.co.uk

We are the last remaining traditional 
saw and hand plane manufacturer 

in the UK. We manufacture premium 
hand saws such as PAX, Lynx and 

Dorchester Saws and also the Clifton 
hand planes which include bench 
planes and block planes etc. Our 
craftsmen take pride in making 

tools for you to be able to create the 
perfect fi nish in your work. 

T: +44 (0) 114 2725387 
E: orderonline@fl inn-garlick-saws.co.uk

W: www.fl inn-garlick-saws.co.uk

Saw & Hand Tool Manufacturer
Sheffi eld, England

Thomas Flinn & Co.

Find us on Pinterest at: woodworkersi
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The UK’s last remaining traditional saw manufacturers.

Now also manufacturing Clifton Planes 
including a NEW Block Plane!

nilesboƩlestoppers.com      

  Joyner Off-Set Jig DeluxeDeluxe Kit 

Stoppers 
Box Lids 
Medallions 
Bowl Inserts 
Hand Mirrors 

BoƩle Stopper Kit 

10 stoppers 
2 stub bits 
Project mandrel 
Spacer/washer 
Draw bar 



POWER CARVING

P ower carving is the term used to 
describe a piece of equipment 

that  has a battery or is connected to 
a mains supply onto, or into which, is 
fi tted carving blades, burrs or cutting 
discs that allow someone to shape wood 
and other materials. In truth, rotary 
carving tools, reciprocating tools and 
angle grinders are the most commonly 
used items to hold the numerous blades 
and cutters available, and as one would 
suspect, the tools and accessories come 
in all shapes and sizes and grades to 
rough shape work through to fi nal 
fi nishing more quickly than working 
things using hand tools. So whether
one is shaping large sculptures for
the house or outdoors, or creating
small scale work like netsuke, there
is something for everyone. 

Remember, unlike handcarving, 
power carving generates a large amount 
of waste quickly and in the case of rotary 
carving tools, it can eject that waste and 
dust a long way, so remember to protect 
your face and lungs from the debris and 
dust when power carving.

Mark Baker
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DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY PRODUCTS

Quality range of woodworking hand tools 
made in Europe.

Chisel and plane iron sharpener - take 
anywhere and sharpen in seconds.

Range of knives for trade and carving.
Swedish quality, swedish steel. Made 
exclusively in Mora Sweden.

A quality range of professional Drill bits 
and accessories from Germany.

Router cutters, spindle moulding cutters 
and saw blades from Italy.

Range of the toughest tool bags with a 5 
year downtime warranty.

FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST VISIT
www.tomaco.co.uk

A quality range of professional tools and 
accessories.

TOMAHAWK
TOOLS
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POWER CARVING

Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

Leading suppliers of Power Carving, 
Pyrography, Toy Making and 

wooden Craft Supplies.
Including, Foredom, Razertip, 

Firewriter, Microclene, Saburrtooth, 
Kutzall, Olson Saw, Toys and Joys 

toys and model plans and Zona. We 
also carry wooden Dowel, Shaker 

Pegs, Boxes, Balls and Knobs.

T: 01633 400847
E: sales@woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

W: woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

Saburrtooth rotary tools feature 
long-lasting, razor-sharp carbide 

cutting teeth arranged into
a unique open pattern to

resist loading while providing 
rapid stock removal and 

smoother fi nishes. 

W: www.saburrtooth.com
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Find us on Facebook at:

woodworkersinstitute

26   WOODWORKERS DIRECTORY

25-26 Power Carving WWD 2016.indd   26 17/02/2016   12:08



POWER TOOLS

P ower tools rule... or so it seems.
There is plenty of choice but beware

of buying cheap or unknown brands as 
they can be disappointing in terms of build 
and reliability. It is worth spending the 
money at the beginning to ensure you have 
the best tool for the job and one that will 
last you many years.

It is easy to become a power tool junkie; 
you only need one of each tool category, 
be it belt sander, random orbital, detail, etc. 
Make sure you can obtain consumables 
easily for sanding, biscuit jointing and so on. 
For drilling and screw driving, more than 
one tool is useful, for example an 18V combi 
drill for drilling that includes masonry fi xing, 
but a light 14V or 12V drill only tool can be 
lighter and easier to use for screw driving. 
However, if you do a lot of DIY, the good
old mains corded drill will still have more 
welly for the biggest tasks. You should, 
of course, ensure all power tools are in 
safe condition and regularly inspect leads 
and plugs. The latter should never be the 
bakelite type as they are prone to breaking 
if dropped. Also, ensure your power tools 
are correctly stored.

Anthony Bailey
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G&S SPECIALIST TIMBER
The Alpaca Centre, Snuff Mill Lane, Stainton, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 0ES.

Telephone: 01768 891445. Fax: 01768 891443. email: info@toolsandtimber.co.uk

G&S offer a wide range of
services for the Woodworker.

Wood Carving, Woodturning,
Carpentry Tools and Machinery
with world-class quality brands.

> Mafell Carpentry
Machines.

> Arbortech Power
Tools.

> Jet Woodworking
Machinery.

> Hardwood Timber
Merchants.

Open 8am to 5pm daily.
10am to 5pm Saturday.
Closed Sunday.

www.toolsandtimber.co.uk
you can order online now
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POWER TOOLS

Makita is the number one manufacturer 
of premium quality power tools for 
DIY enthusiasts and construction 

professionals.  With a product portfolio 
of over 590 tools – including drills, drill 
drivers, jigsaws, circular saws, routers, 

cordless and mains – there is a tool
to suit every application.

T: 01908 211678 W: makitauk.com

Passion for Precision

Precision has been at the heart 
of Triton’s philosophy for forty 

years. From the fi rst Workcentre in 
1976 to the latest release, quality 
components and inspired design 

result in innovative and highly 
accurate tools, giving woodworkers 

of all abilities the power to
realise their visions. 

W: www.tritontools.com

Precision Power Tools
Mirka is a leading manufacturer

of high quality tools and abrasives 
aimed at the woodworking industry. 

We provide users with versatile
and eff ective solutions including 

our DEROS and Abranet® products 
that allow them to work in a

dust-free environment and achieve 
smooth and consistent fi nishes
on multiple applications within

the fastest time possible. 

T: 01908 866100
W: www.mirka.co.uk

The ToolPost is the UK’s largest 
specialist woodturning and 

woodcarving tools, machinery, 
supplies and materials shop. 

You can fi nd us on-line at
www.toolpost.co.uk, by phone 

on 01235 511101 or in our 
dedicated showroom and shop in 

Oxfordshire at:

The ToolPost,
Unit 7 Hawksworth,

Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 7HR, UK.

The Felder Group UK, through 
its brands Hammer, Felder 

and Format 4 are the countries 
leading supplier of high quality 
woodworking machinery.  With 

machinery from bandsaws to 
CNC machining centres and back 
up and customer service support 
that is second to none, you need 

look no further than
The Felder Group UK.  

W: www.felder-group.co.uk

NSS is a family run business and 
has been specialising in the sales 
of woodwork machinery, power 
tools and accessories since 1960. 

All the UK’s major brands are 
displayed and available for sale 

from either our Showroom in 
Norwich or via our website. 

T: 01603 898695
W: www.norfolksawservices.co.uk

A huge range of fi ne woodworking 
tools including INCRA, Woodpecker, 

JessEm, Igaging, Micro-Jig, Easy 
Wood and high-end Hand Tools 
including WoodRiver Planes; the 

only shop where you can buy 
online plus get the benefi t of 

seeing product demonstrations 
by woodworkers and inspect the 
quality of our fantastic products, 

here in the heart of England.

T: 01684 594683
E: sales@woodworkersworkshop.co.uk
W: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

Suppliers of tools, fi xings and 
associated items to the construction 

and allied trades. With over 100 
years of combined experience the 
staff  of PR Industrial are always on 

hand to ensure you get the best 
advice and the best deal. 

PR Industrial Limited, Unit 2, 
Delphi House, English Close 
Hove, East Sussex, BN3 7EE

T: 01273 774455
E: sales@prindustrial.co.uk
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RETAILERS

Shopping for tools and equipment 
is part of the woodworking 

experience, and it can be quite 
exciting when you discover a new 
product which will do things quicker, 
cleaner and more effi  ciently.
   There is a certain sense of 
contentment as you see your 
workspace kitted out with essential 
tools, and it is a good idea to keep 
on top of new developments and 
products which will assist with 
yourwoodworking needs.

Shops on the high street have 
become better at stocking a wide 
range of products, off ering a great way 
of being able to see something before 
you buy, and woodworking shows 
are superb for trying out diff erent 
tools and being able to talk directly 
to the manufacturer.Alternatively, 
many woodworking retailers also 
have extensive online shops where 
you can purchase a plethora of items 
from their fully stocked website. If you 
know what it is you want to buy then 
you could save yourself quite a bit of 
money by shopping this way

Michelle Robertson
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With 60,000+ sawmills in 
operation in more than 100 
countries around the world, 

Wood-Mizer is the undisputed 
leader in thin-kerf sawmilling 
from hobbyist to commercial 

sawmills. Dedicated UK team for 
sales and service support!

W: www.woodmizer.co.uk

Wealden stocks an extensive range 

of router cutters, spindle tooling, CNC 

tooling & accessories, drilling & boring 

tooling, bandsaw, jigsaw and

circular saw blades.

Wealden’s reputation has been built 

over thirty years and today the brand 

stands for quality affordable products 

and outstanding customer service.

2, Clinton Business Centre, Lodge Road

Staplehurst, Kent   TN12 0QF

T: 01580 890500  F: 01580 890222
E: sales@wealdentool.com
W: www.wealdentool.com

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com

Suppliers of high quality tools & 
accessories for the woodturner, 
woodcarver, woodworker and 

craftsperson of all abilities.
Woodturning lathes – chucks – 
woodturning and woodcarving 

tools – abrasives – glues – marking 
out measuring tools – dust 

extraction – pen making supplies – 
fi nishing and safety products

T: 01873831589
E: info@turnerstoolbox.com
W: www.turnerstoolbox.com

Leading suppliers of Power Carving, 
Pyrography, Toy Making and 

wooden Craft Supplies.
Including, Foredom, Razertip, 

Firewriter, Microclene, Saburrtooth, 
Kutzall, Olson Saw, Toys and Joys 

toys and model plans and Zona. We 
also carry wooden Dowel, Shaker 

Pegs, Boxes, Balls and Knobs.

T: 01633 400847
E: sales@woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

W: woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

G&S off er a wide range of services 
for the wood worker, from Wood 

Carving, Woodturning, and 
Carpentry tools with world-class 

quality brands. Large stocks of kiln 
dried hardwood timber including 

a short board store for smaller 
projects. We have a huge variety of 
blanks for carving and turnery, in 

stock.  See website for details.

T: 01768 891445
W: www.toolsandtimber.co.uk
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RETAILERS

Turners Retreat is one of the UK’s leading 

retailers of specialist woodworking 

equipment and timber. We have a huge 

range of tools, project accessories and 

woodworking machines, and stock more 

than 50 species of wood. We also do 

courses. So pop in or visit our website to 

fi nd out more.

Faraday Close, Harworth
Nottinghamshire DN11 8RU

England
T: 01302 744344

E: eShop@turners-retreat.co.uk
W: www.turners-retreat.co.uk

TOMACO are an importer,
marketing and wholesale company 
that provide exclusive quality tools 
to the working professional and the 
hobbyist.  Working with worldwide 

manufacturers, our products are 
sold through a network of key 
retailers. The brands include
CMT, Narex, Sharp Edge and

Colt to name a few

E: info@tomaco.co.uk
 W: www.tomaco.co.uk

NSS is a family run business and 
has been specialising in the sales 
of woodwork machinery, power 
tools and accessories since 1960. 

All the UK’s major brands are 
displayed and available for sale 

from either our Showroom in 
Norwich or via our website. 

T: 01603 898695
W: www.norfolksawservices.co.uk

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

The best range of native and exotic 

hardwoods in Scotland.  Waney edged 

native hardwood boards, Exotic 

timbers, imported hardwoods, turning 

and carving timbers, tonewoods, 

woodfi nishes, woodcraft supplies

Open Tue to Sat 10am till 5pm

Sunday 10am till 12.30pm

 

Reid Timber, 11 Forrest Street
Glasgow, G40 2TX
T: 07815 735 225

E: reidtimber@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.spanglefi sh.com/

woodcarving-scotland

Lincolnshire Woodcraft was 
established in 1968 and keeps 

large stocks of timber for wood 
turners and a range of Lime for 
the wood carver ranging from 
11/2”to 6” in thickness. We also 
carry a range of boards for the 
furniture maker. We have a fast 
and effi  cient mail order service. 

T: 01780-757825
07808-319280

W: lincolnshirewoodcraft.co.uk

SUPPLIES

ENGLISH and IMPORTED HARDWOODS

FOR THE WOODWORKERLI
N

COLNSHIRE WOODCRA
FT

Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

A huge range of fi ne woodworking 
tools including INCRA, Woodpecker, 

JessEm, Igaging, Micro-Jig, Easy 
Wood and high-end Hand Tools 
including WoodRiver Planes; the 

only shop where you can buy 
online plus get the benefi t of 

seeing product demonstrations 
by woodworkers and inspect the 
quality of our fantastic products, 

here in the heart of England.

T: 01684 594683
E: sales@woodworkersworkshop.co.uk
W: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

Suppliers of tools, fi xings and 
associated items to the construction 

and allied trades. With over 100 
years of combined experience the 
staff  of PR Industrial are always on 

hand to ensure you get the best 
advice and the best deal. 

PR Industrial Limited, Unit 2, 
Delphi House, English Close 
Hove, East Sussex, BN3 7EE

T: 01273 774455
E: sales@prindustrial.co.uk
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The best range of native 
and exotic timbers in Scotland 
Dressed hardwoods, Waney edge boards,

Exotic timbers, Bowl blanks, Turning blanks, 
Pen blanks, Tonewoods Carving blanks,

Woodfinishes, Abrasives, Adhesives
and woodcraft supplies

Open Tue to Sat 10am til 5pm
Sun 10am til 12.30pm

Reid Timber, 11 Forrest Street, Glasgow, G40 2TX
Tel: 07815 735 225    Email: Reidtimber@yahoo.co.uk     http://www.spanglefish.com/Woodcarving-Scotland
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ROUTING

R outing is an ‘evergreen’ subject, 
it never goes out of fashion such 

is the versatility of these machines. 
You can pay as much or as lit tle as 
you want to buy a router but do take 
care, a cheap router may vibrate a lot 
when machining, the plunge action 
may be a bit sloppy and it won’t have 
an extendible range of accessories, 
guide bushes in particular. These are 
an essential way to control your router 
because they give more accuracy than 
using the straight fence alone. You 
need to learn how to make various jigs 
and templates for dif ferent jobs. Even 
the small routers today have a lot of 
power and electronic speed control. 
They also usually come with 1/4in 
and 8mm collets meaning you can 
tackle quite large work that previously 
was the preserve of big 1/2in collet 
machines. You should not skimp on 
cutter quality, a cheap star ter is just 
that, cheap and not terribly well made. 
If you pay more for a respected brand 
you will get better, safer cutters that 
will last and serve you well. 

Anthony Bailey
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GET INSPIRED

kregtool.eu
Find your nearest stockist

DB210 MKJKIT

KMA2675

Adjustable fence for 
precise pocket depth 

Large work table area 

ripping down large 
plywood & MDF panels 

Unlimited material 
thickness & width position 

KREG JIG® MINI 

KREG® RIP-CUT™FOREMAN POCKET-HOLE MACHINE 
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ROUTING

Wealden stocks an extensive range 

of router cutters, spindle tooling, CNC 

tooling & accessories, drilling & boring 

tooling, bandsaw, jigsaw and

circular saw blades.

Wealden’s reputation has been built 

over thirty years and today the brand 

stands for quality affordable products 

and outstanding customer service.

2, Clinton Business Centre, Lodge Road

Staplehurst, Kent   TN12 0QF

T: 01580 890500  F: 01580 890222
E: sales@wealdentool.com
W: www.wealdentool.com

Leading suppliers of Power Carving, 
Pyrography, Toy Making and 

wooden Craft Supplies.
Including, Foredom, Razertip, 

Firewriter, Microclene, Saburrtooth, 
Kutzall, Olson Saw, Toys and Joys 

toys and model plans and Zona. We 
also carry wooden Dowel, Shaker 

Pegs, Boxes, Balls and Knobs.

T: 01633 400847
E: sales@woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

W: woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

Kreg is a leading manufacturer of 
quality woodworking tools and an 

innovative voice in woodworking. In 
1986, Kreg pioneered the Kreg Jig®, 

bringing speed, strength, and simplicity 
to the weekend woodworker. Today, 
the extensive Kreg™ range includes 
tools for cutting, clamping, routing 

and measuring. Designed to simplify 
woodworking, build confi dence and 

deliver lasting results, Kreg™ is an 
innovator in pocket-hole technology 

and a trusted brand worldwide.

W: kregtool.eu 

TOMACO are an importer,
marketing and wholesale company 
that provide exclusive quality tools 
to the working professional and the 
hobbyist.  Working with worldwide 

manufacturers, our products are 
sold through a network of key 
retailers. The brands include
CMT, Narex, Sharp Edge and

Colt to name a few

E: info@tomaco.co.uk
 W: www.tomaco.co.uk

NSS is a family run business and 
has been specialising in the sales 
of woodwork machinery, power 
tools and accessories since 1960. 

All the UK’s major brands are 
displayed and available for sale 

from either our Showroom in 
Norwich or via our website. 

T: 01603 898695
W: www.norfolksawservices.co.uk

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com

Suppliers of tools, fi xings and 
associated items to the construction 

and allied trades. With over 100 
years of combined experience the 
staff  of PR Industrial are always on 

hand to ensure you get the best 
advice and the best deal. 

PR Industrial Limited, Unit 2, 
Delphi House, English Close 
Hove, East Sussex, BN3 7EE

T: 01273 774455
E: sales@prindustrial.co.uk

The best range of native and exotic 

hardwoods in Scotland.  Waney edged 

native hardwood boards, Exotic 

timbers, imported hardwoods, turning 

and carving timbers, tonewoods, 

woodfi nishes, woodcraft supplies

Open Tue to Sat 10am till 5pm

Sunday 10am till 12.30pm

 

Reid Timber, 11 Forrest Street
Glasgow, G40 2TX
T: 07815 735 225

E: reidtimber@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.spanglefi sh.com/

woodcarving-scotland
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Robust Woodturning Tools
www.turnrobust.com

The ToolPost

The ToolPost, Unit 7 Hawksworth, 
Didcot, Oxfordshire, OX11 7YG

01235 511101
www.toolpost.co.uk

Aladdin’s Cave for woodturners and 
woodcarvers, they know what they are 

talking about.

world’s widest selection of woodturning 

discuss your needs and ambitions, we at 

Drop by at the shop, on line, or by phone 
and let us show you how.

sharing expertise

SURREY TIMBERS Ltd
Your One-Stop Wood Shop

Hardwood Timber Merchant
stocking local & Imported Timber

Please come & select from our range:

OAK, YEW, WALNUT, SAPELE, APPLE, MAPLE
SYCAMORE & More!

07795 663792

www.shop.surreytimbers.co.uk

Ple

01483 457826
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TOOLS * FIXINGS * HIRE * REPAIRS * WORKWEAR

our 7500 sq ft ‘super’ trade counter, the biggest 

in sussex, boasts the biggest selection of hand 

and power tools in the area ensuring you have 

genuine choice amongst the worlds top brands.

www.prindustrial.co.uk
01273 774455 sales@prindustrial.co.uk

PR Industrial Limited, Unit 2, Delphi House, English Close, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 7EE

NATIONWIDE SPARES AND 

REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE
PLUS A FULL RANGE OF 

ADHESIVES AND FIXINGS
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SHARPENING

E very discipline of woodworking requires the use of sharp 
tools. We all know how important it is to have and use 

sharp tools. Many of us have learned through hard and bad 
experiences what happens when we use blunt ones and 
thereby we learn as quickly as we can how to sharpen tools 
eff ectively. Thankfully there are a variety of methods, machinery 
and products now available to enable us to create excellent 
cutting edges on numerous tools easily and eff ectively with 
the minimum of fuss. So whether you are a cabinetmaker, carver, 
turner or DIY enthisiast, you will be able to fi nd something to 
suit your needs. The variety of products and equipment 
available can make picking the right things quite tricky. To help 
narrow down the options, talk to your specialist suppliers, look at 
manufacturers websites, ask some of your fellow woodworkers 
directly or via forums and websites what they use and why. 
All the information is helpful and will help you make the right 
decision for you.                      

   Mark Baker
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Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

NSS is a family run business and 
has been specialising in the sales 
of woodwork machinery, power 
tools and accessories since 1960. 

All the UK’s major brands are 
displayed and available for sale 

from either our Showroom in 
Norwich or via our website. 

T: 01603 898695
W: www.norfolksawservices.co.uk

Suppliers of high quality tools & 
accessories for the woodturner, 
woodcarver, woodworker and 

craftsperson of all abilities.
Woodturning lathes – chucks – 
woodturning and woodcarving 

tools – abrasives – glues – marking 
out measuring tools – dust 

extraction – pen making supplies – 
fi nishing and safety products

T: 01873831589
E: info@turnerstoolbox.com
W: www.turnerstoolbox.com

The Veritas® line of sharpening 
accessories provides accuracy and 

repeatability so you can confi dently 
restore dull blades. Our sharpening 

line provides a variety of jigs and 
accessories to suit your shop needs, 
from lapping and honing plates to 

grinding jigs and tool rests to angle 
jigs and honing guides. 

Available in the U.K. from BriMarc 
Tools & Machinery at

www.brimarc.com or call
0333 240 6967. For other retail 

locations, visit www.veritastools.com.

The ToolPost is the UK’s largest 
specialist woodturning and 

woodcarving tools, machinery, 
supplies and materials shop. 

You can fi nd us on-line at
www.toolpost.co.uk, by phone 

on 01235 511101 or in our 
dedicated showroom and shop in 

Oxfordshire at:

The ToolPost,
Unit 7 Hawksworth,

Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 7HR, UK.

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk
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TIMBER STORES

N owadays most of us visit 
a DIY superstore and buy 

sof twood sections and part 
boards of ply or MDF. In fact this 
isn’t always a good idea because 
the sof twood is just that – sof t 
and may be bowed and resinous 
too. Ply and MDF in small pieces 
comes expensive, you only need 
to buy a couple of pieces and it 
might equate to an entire board 
at a timberyard! Gone are the 
days when timberyards were just 
for trade users, all prospective 
customers are welcome. Take 
along a note of what you need 
and the sizes and the staf f will 
be able to help you decide what 
you actually need to buy with 
price comparisons between 
material types. You can also 
ask for a quote so you can go 
away and work out the specif ics 
of what you need when you 
get back home so there is no 
pressure to buy – oh, don’t 
forget the VAT and delivery 
charge too. 

Anthony Bailey

Just Wood
Large selection of native and 

exotic timber  and turning blanks. 
Tools,adhesives,accessories , 

chestnut fi nishes, crown Handtools, 
Proxxon, Flexcut,Microplane, Narex, 

Sait abrasives, Abranet , Starrett .
12a Limekiln Road, Ayr,

Scotland, KA8 8DG
T: 01292 290008

E: charliejustwood@sky.com
W: www.justwoodonline.com

Brodies Timber - Scotland’s 
Specialist Hardwood & Tool Shop
Scottish, European, American & 

Exotic Kiln Dried Timber.
Joinery Workshop & Machining 

Services. Doors, Worktops, Tables, 
Architectural Woodwork made to 

order. In store and Online Tool Shop

The Old Sawmill, Inver, Dunkeld, 
Perthshire. PH8 0JR. Scotland.

T: 01350 727723
W: www.brodiestimber.co.uk

Surrey Timbers
Surrey Timbers is a Local and Exotic 
Hardwood Timber Merchant based 

in Guildford, Surrey. We cater for 
anyone from the bespoke furniture 

manufactures to the joiner, boat 
builders, Luthiers, wood turners 
and Hobbyiest. We supply over 
30 diff erent species from Ash to 
Zebrano, you can come in and 

select your timber off  our racks,
you can purchase anything from 
one piece to one pack of timber
and we will even machine your 

timber to size for you.

T: 01483 457826
W: www.shop.surreytimbers.co.uk
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Suppliers of Native & Exotic 

woods for Turners, Carvers, 

Furniture makers, & other 

specialized crafts.

The Craft Units,

Tredegar House

Newport, NP10 8TW

07854 349045

iscawoodcrafts@yahoo.co.uk

www.iscawoodcrafts.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook

Two minutes from J28 M4. 

At Newport follow signs

for Tredegar House.

G&S off er a wide range of services 
for the wood worker, from Wood 

Carving, Woodturning, and 
Carpentry tools with world-class 

quality brands. Large stocks of kiln 
dried hardwood timber including 

a short board store for smaller 
projects. We have a huge variety of 
blanks for carving and turnery, in 

stock.  See website for details.

T: 01768 891445
W: www.toolsandtimber.co.uk

The best range of native and exotic 

hardwoods in Scotland.  Waney edged 

native hardwood boards, Exotic 

timbers, imported hardwoods, turning 

and carving timbers, tonewoods, 

woodfi nishes, woodcraft supplies

Open Tue to Sat 10am till 5pm

Sunday 10am till 12.30pm

 

Reid Timber, 11 Forrest Street
Glasgow, G40 2TX
T: 07815 735 225

E: reidtimber@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.spanglefi sh.com/

woodcarving-scotland
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www.rockinghorse.co.uk   Tel: 0800 7315418 
Fangfoss, YORK  YO41 5JH 

Carving Courses
Whether you are an experienced carver or have never carved before, 

you will benefit enormously from one of our courses.

The Rocking Horse Shop
Make a Unique Traditional Rocking Horse

Stockists of a vast range of British & Exotic timbers
for turning/carving.

Mantle pieces, lintels and seasoned 
boards/planks/beams available.

Join our wood discount club to receive 25% off British 
turning/carving timbers when spending £20

for only £15 membership per year.

Stockists of a wide range of machines, tools 
& accessories from major suppliers all on display in our shop.
Mail order service available via our online shop or telephone.

Check out our website for details on demonstration
days and woodturning courses.

Barkers Lane, Snainton, 
Nr. Scarborough,
North Yorkshire YO13 9BG
TEL: 01723 859545
Open Mon-Sat 9.00 - 5.00
Sun + Bank hols CLOSEDwww.snaintonwoodworking.com

WOODWORKING SUPPLIES

HOT
PRICE£2,700

HOT
PRICE£2,700,, 0£££ 0££££222,,,7770000£££222,,,77700,,,,,££££££££22222,,,,,,,,,,,,,7777000000002,,,,,,,,,,,,,

M100 SAWMILL00 SAWMILL
66CM LOG
DIAMETER

9HP/4PP KWK

M100 SAWMILL 
66CM LOG
DIAMETER

 
9HP/4KW

GET 10 BLADES
FOR ONLY

GET 10 BLADES
FOR ONLY

SAWMILL + DEALER INQUIRIES WWW.TIMBERY.EU
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TOOLING

G ood quality tooling repays the 
investment whether it is for the 

router, spindle moulder or circular 
saw. There is plenty to choose from 
and so long as you buy recognised 
brands, it will be made to the correct 
safety standards. For a circular saw 
table, for example, you will need a 
rip blade and a crosscut blade and 
possibly one for faced boards, such as 
veneer or melamine. However, once 
bought they will give good service, 
with the occasional sharpening 
required at the saw doctors. If you 
are feeling adventurous enough 
to acquire a spindle moulder, the 
tooling can be pricey so choose 
tooling that can be multi-functional, 
a rebate block, or the vari-angle 
doughnut ring type bevel cutter.
   If you buy a moulding block, ensure 
there are plenty of extra cutter 
profi les available should you want to 
add them. Specialist cutters such as 
these should of course be sharpened 
professionally to ensure safe, accurate 
edges are maintained. 

Anthony Bailey
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The ToolPost is the UK’s largest 
specialist woodturning and 

woodcarving tools, machinery, 
supplies and materials shop. 

You can fi nd us on-line at
www.toolpost.co.uk, by phone 

on 01235 511101 or in our 
dedicated showroom and shop in 

Oxfordshire at:

The ToolPost,
Unit 7 Hawksworth,

Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 7HR, UK.

TOMACO are an importer,
marketing and wholesale company 
that provide exclusive quality tools 
to the working professional and the 
hobbyist.  Working with worldwide 

manufacturers, our products are 
sold through a network of key 
retailers. The brands include
CMT, Narex, Sharp Edge and

Colt to name a few

E: info@tomaco.co.uk
 W: www.tomaco.co.uk

NSS is a family run business and 
has been specialising in the sales 
of woodwork machinery, power 
tools and accessories since 1960. 

All the UK’s major brands are 
displayed and available for sale 

from either our Showroom in 
Norwich or via our website. 

T: 01603 898695
W: www.norfolksawservices.co.uk

A huge range of fi ne woodworking 
tools including INCRA, Woodpecker, 

JessEm, Igaging, Micro-Jig, Easy 
Wood and high-end Hand Tools 
including WoodRiver Planes; the 

only shop where you can buy 
online plus get the benefi t of 

seeing product demonstrations 
by woodworkers and inspect the 
quality of our fantastic products, 

here in the heart of England.

T: 01684 594683
E: sales@woodworkersworkshop.co.uk
W: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

Suppliers of high quality tools & 
accessories for the woodturner, 
woodcarver, woodworker and 

craftsperson of all abilities.
Woodturning lathes – chucks – 
woodturning and woodcarving 

tools – abrasives – glues – marking 
out measuring tools – dust 

extraction – pen making supplies – 
fi nishing and safety products

T: 01873831589
E: info@turnerstoolbox.com
W: www.turnerstoolbox.com

Suppliers of tools, fi xings and 
associated items to the construction 

and allied trades. With over 100 
years of combined experience the 
staff  of PR Industrial are always on 

hand to ensure you get the best 
advice and the best deal. 

PR Industrial Limited, Unit 2, 
Delphi House, English Close 
Hove, East Sussex, BN3 7EE

T: 01273 774455
E: sales@prindustrial.co.uk
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TURNING

W oodturning is the fastest growing aspect of 
woodworking today. With a few choice tools 

and a lathe one can start to explore what can be 
made on the lathe. But as with all hobbies, there is 
information one needs to know and to help with 
this, there is a thriving community of clubs and 
associations around the world and not only does 
this put you amongst people who love turning, but 
is also a great place to share and swap experiences. 

The AWGB (Association of Woodturners of 
Great Britain) has a website which contains lots 
of useful information as well as a list of turning 
clubs so you can check whether there is one in 
your locality. There is also a range of websites 
with discussion forums for you to explore too. 
Ours is the Woodworkers Institute forum (www.
woodworkersinstitute.com) but there are others, 
too. These provide you with access to articles, 
information and a body of like-minded people who 
are more than willing to help. In addition to the 
clubs, there is also a host of superb manufacturers 
and retail outlets available to give advice. Lastly, 
don’t forget about woodworking shows, store 
open days and other such events where you can 
go and see things – these allow you to see and try 
items before you part with your hard-earned cash. 

Mark Baker
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STILES & BATES

The Woodturning People
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TURNING

Hunter Carbide WoodTurning 
Tools has developed four product 

categories of wood turning tools for 
both the hobby Woodturner and the 

Professional Wood Turner.  The Hunter 
Woodturning tools are used by many 
professional wood turners especially 

in their hollowing operations.

4648 Upton Ave South
Minneapolis, MN 55410

United States
T: 612-718-7926

E: Mike@hunterwoodturningtool.com
W: www.hunterwoodturningtool.com

The stainless steel stoppers 
preferred by woodturners 

around the world. The only place 
to buy the Joyner Off -Set Jig. 

SS Niles Bottle Stoppers

Address
T: 00000

E: ruth@nilesbottlestoppers.com
W: www.nilesbottlestoppers.com

The American Association of 
Woodturners (AAW) is dedicated 
to advancing the art and craft of 
woodturning worldwide. With 

15,000+ members and 350+ 
chapters internationally, AAW’s 

services and publications, including 
its award-winning American 

Woodturner journal, help members 
LEARN, CREATE, and CONNECT.

T: Direct 651-484-9094,
toll free US 877-595-9094

E: inquiries@woodturner.org
W: woodturner.org

Saburrtooth rotary tools feature 
long-lasting, razor-sharp carbide 

cutting teeth arranged into
a unique open pattern to

resist loading while providing 
rapid stock removal and 

smoother fi nishes. 

W: www.saburrtooth.com

Barkers Lane, Snainton,
Nr Scarborough,

North Yorkshire  YO13 9BG

Open Mon–Sat 9.00 – 5.00

Sun + Bank hols CLOSED.

T: 01723 859545
E: snaintonwoodworking@

btconnect.com
W: www.snaintonwoodworking.com

Robert Sorby is a premier manufacturer 
of quality woodworking tools. Based 

in Sheffi  eld, England we specialise 
in woodturning, woodcarving and 
woodworking tools. We also make 

the highest quality sharpening 
equipment, lathe chucks and lathe 

accessories. With more than 200 years’ 
manufacturing excellence, Robert 
Sorby makes tools you can rely on.

Athol Road, Sheffi  eld, S8 0PA
T: + 44 (0) 114 225 0700

E: sales@robert-sorby.co.uk
W: www.robert-sorby.co.uk

Suppliers of high quality tools & 
accessories for the woodturner, 
woodcarver, woodworker and 

craftsperson of all abilities.
Woodturning lathes – chucks – 
woodturning and woodcarving 

tools – abrasives – glues – marking 
out measuring tools – dust 

extraction – pen making supplies – 
fi nishing and safety products

T: 01873831589
E: info@turnerstoolbox.com
W: www.turnerstoolbox.com

G&S off er a wide range of services 
for the wood worker, from Wood 

Carving, Woodturning, and 
Carpentry tools with world-class 

quality brands. Large stocks of kiln 
dried hardwood timber including 

a short board store for smaller 
projects. We have a huge variety of 
blanks for carving and turnery, in 

stock.  See website for details.

T: 01768 891445
W: www.toolsandtimber.co.uk

The best range of native and exotic 

hardwoods in Scotland.  Waney edged 

native hardwood boards, Exotic 

timbers, imported hardwoods, turning 

and carving timbers, tonewoods, 

woodfi nishes, woodcraft supplies

Open Tue to Sat 10am till 5pm

Sunday 10am till 12.30pm

 

Reid Timber, 11 Forrest Street
Glasgow, G40 2TX
T: 07815 735 225

E: reidtimber@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.spanglefi sh.com/

woodcarving-scotland
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Finest woodturning lathes with 
exclusive seven year warranty.  
Premium toolrests to fi t most 
any lathe.  Buy direct or from 

our network of knowledgeable 
woodturning professionals.

In the UK, contact Phil Irons:

phil@philironswoodturning.co.uk.

In the US and elsewhere contact: 

info@turnrobust.com. Robust Tools, 

Barneveld, Wisconsin, USA.

www.turnrobust.com. 

Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

Toolnut holds stock of a large 
range of Henry Taylor turning tools 
from bowl gouges through to the 

decorating elf and the Jason Breach 
box turning tools.

All items in stock are dispatched 
within two working days.

W: www.toolnut.co.uk

TOMACO are an importer,
marketing and wholesale company 
that provide exclusive quality tools 
to the working professional and the 
hobbyist.  Working with worldwide 

manufacturers, our products are 
sold through a network of key 
retailers. The brands include
CMT, Narex, Sharp Edge and

Colt to name a few

E: info@tomaco.co.uk
 W: www.tomaco.co.uk

A huge range of fi ne woodworking 
tools including INCRA, Woodpecker, 

JessEm, Igaging, Micro-Jig, Easy 
Wood and high-end Hand Tools 
including WoodRiver Planes; the 

only shop where you can buy 
online plus get the benefi t of 

seeing product demonstrations 
by woodworkers and inspect the 
quality of our fantastic products, 

here in the heart of England.

T: 01684 594683
E: sales@woodworkersworkshop.co.uk
W: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

Stiles & Bates,

The Woodturning People.

Upper Farm, Church Hill,
Sutton, Dover, Kent

T: 01304 366 360
W: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

The ToolPost is the UK’s largest 
specialist woodturning and 

woodcarving tools, machinery, 
supplies and materials shop. 

You can fi nd us on-line at
www.toolpost.co.uk, by phone 

on 01235 511101 or in our 
dedicated showroom and shop in 

Oxfordshire at:

The ToolPost,
Unit 7 Hawksworth,

Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 7HR, UK.

Leading suppliers of Power Carving, 
Pyrography, Toy Making and 

wooden Craft Supplies.
Including, Foredom, Razertip, 

Firewriter, Microclene, Saburrtooth, 
Kutzall, Olson Saw, Toys and Joys 

toys and model plans and Zona. We 
also carry wooden Dowel, Shaker 

Pegs, Boxes, Balls and Knobs.

T: 01633 400847
E: sales@woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

W: woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

Find us on Twitter:

@woodworkers
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T his is always a nightmare, however much you 
tidy a workshop it gets in a mess again! I like to 

f it out proper shelves made from ply on sof twood 
frames f ixed to the wall, but there are also shelving 
kits with a lightweight industrial look to them that 
are easy enough to assemble. Space under the bench 
or overhead if you have enough head height, should 
not be ignored either. I have two large wheeled 
drawer units I made some time ago using drawer 
‘easy runners’ and they hold a large amount of stuf f. 
That ‘stuf f ’ is almost exclusively carefully sor ted into 
compartment boxes of which there are plenty to 
choose from in DIY and tool shops. Toolboxes have 
got a lot more versatile and come in dif ferent sizes 
and types including multi-stage ones with detachable 
or slide-out sections and wheels and handle so the 
whole things can be moved like a trolley.

  Anthony Bailey

Hill Farm Business Park, Witnesham, 
Ipswich, Suff olk, IP6 9EW
T: 01473 784983
E: sales@classichandtools.co.uk
W: www.classichandtools.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools has been 
selling best quality hand tools, 
abrasives, fi nishes, carving tools, 
sharpening supplies, turning 
tools, books, DVDs and more to 
woodworkers since 2004. Full mail 
order service to UK and Europe.
Please visit our online shop.

The ToolPost is the UK’s largest 
specialist woodturning and 

woodcarving tools, machinery, 
supplies and materials shop. 

You can fi nd us on-line at
www.toolpost.co.uk, by phone 

on 01235 511101 or in our 
dedicated showroom and shop in 

Oxfordshire at:

The ToolPost,
Unit 7 Hawksworth,

Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 7HR, UK.

Suppliers of tools, fi xings and 
associated items to the construction 

and allied trades. With over 100 
years of combined experience the 
staff  of PR Industrial are always on 

hand to ensure you get the best 
advice and the best deal. 

PR Industrial Limited, Unit 2, 
Delphi House, English Close 
Hove, East Sussex, BN3 7EE

T: 01273 774455
E: sales@prindustrial.co.uk

www.woodworkersinstitute.com

Find us on Twitter:

@woodworkers

Find us on Pinterest at: 

woodworkersi

Find us on Facebook at:

woodworkersinstitute
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Industrial
Design
Everyone’s a winner
The award winning DEROS has a soft start function, a 

built in electric motor and a smooth, easy to operate 

lever to control motor speed. A pad brake that also acts 

like a seal minimises the air leakage between the pad and 

the shroud.  This makes dust extraction more effi cient.

As with all MIRKA machines, excellent ergonomic design is a 

top priority to ensure the MIRKA® DEROS can comfortably be 

used for long periods without fatigue.

Discover: www.mirka.co.uk

Innovation from start to fi nish

IBC_WWD_2016_SUPP.indd   1 2/10/16   3:18 PM



Follow Makita UK

More information
can be found at

www.makitauk.com

Visit www.makitauk.com to register
for your Makita 3 Year Warranty.
Terms and conditions apply.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS
Twin 18v 190mm Circular Saw
DHS710

190mm Circular Saw
HS7100

190mm Mitre Saw
LS0714

18v 190mm Mitre Saw
DLS713

Random Orbit Sander
BO5030 / BO5031

18v Random Orbit Sander
DBO180

18v Brushless Jigsaw
DJV182

Jigsaw
4350

Biscuit Jointer
PJ7000

18v Biscuit Jointer
DPJ180

18v 82mm Planer
DKP180

82mm Planer
KP0800
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