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THE REVOLUTIONARY |
SUPER FLAPPER IS HERE! &3

No more fear of flappers not fitting. Fluidmaster's NEW
innovative toilet flapper will fix running and noisy toilets.

Your All-in-One Solution,
Replacing Both 2” and 3” Flappers

Replaces these flappers Heplaces these lappers and more —

PEGels sooRy

2" VERSION 3" VERSION

=<0
€ Fluidmaster Gifs
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From the Editors

Betlore: Begging
for a Boost

Whether you're ready to sell or planning to stay put for years, curb appeal
is key. It sets the overall tone of your home. In this issue, we're sharing
several quick and impactful ways to make over your front facade. Our test
case was a beautiful newer build in suburban Wisconsin that was in need
of some finishing touches. For starters, it lacked color and landscaping. We
changed that by updating the front door color and adding easy-care flower
beds. In addition, we installed a statement light fixture and hung custom
house numbers. Find step-by-step instructions for all these projects in the
pages ahead. We'd love to see your own curb appeal upgrades. Share them
at FamilyHandyman.com/submissions. —Kirsten Schrader, Content Director

M
[=]:%7\[=] Win $300 for Your Handy Hints!
= @ Share your best Handy Hints, and you could win up to
$300! DIY, cleaning, storage, landscaping—anything
E goes! Scan the code for details. Contest ends May 16.

A"
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FREE
ORGANIZATION
GUIDE
Yours FREE
as a loyal
subscriber!

DiYers like you are the heart
of the Family Handyman
community. We'd like to say
“thanks” for being such a great
subscriber with our Handy Hints
Organization Guide, packed with
great tips to cut clutter!

Scan the QR Code
now to claim
your FREE Guide!

Or visit:
familyhandyman.com/besthints
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ADVERTISEMENT

Insure your investment

Do you really need RV insurance on your travel trailer?
A5 Kers, wa know the allure of the open moad and
e Tl-;m-_'l».'_:r I CEREES Himsery e, WA h e Yo Con Vs

resoadsibility, Incluckng The Impostant decision ol

SECUrn) ESLIrance

What is RV insurance?

HY Insurance 5 gesigned 1o cover varows Types of Ky's
including travel trailers, 1oy halers, motor omes., fifth
whesls, and camper vans. 'Wiske liability msurance 5

ol requiired 1ol most traved trallers,. having WY Coverage

Comgled sl W j N YO hasriTUr &5

How can RV insurance protect you?
Protection against accidents May provide foancia

DNOTECTRSN 100 réeall CoSIs. meCal expenses. aivd
Habdlity in case ol an accicent

Coverage for theft and vandalism: Could help wah
repairs or replace your tralker with less Gut -of - pocket
expenses i s lost or stolen

Natural disasters and weather events May cover the
cost of damage from storms, floods, of other natural

[ ™1 0

Is your travel traller covered under your home or
auto insurance?

YWhile your hoeme OF auto DOy Can DPOtECT voul Trakled
I CEITaan ESTances, |1 CAM 4150 M WOl wWATh Qaps In

YOI CONVEYae

Progressive Casualty ira Co and afffabes
Froouct features are subpect 1o polcCy termns and
concors arcd may ol be st iable in ol states

o for all vehicles and coverage secthiom

"Wwalabile for v kess than § years old, and a $250
chechuc tilsls apples bO &y clakm

PROGRESIIVE

FOF 8XaMEe, YOI UL pOUCY Miay ONily COVeT youl

trasies wihile vouu ne o The road, ol iF voii re Darkead o
Al & Camsae, | he same goes 1or home nsurance—If
VoL 1e On your Nome s proped Ty it might | verad] bt

13 iMage from a sEofm al a Camaaround woulan § be

What specialized coverages does Progressive offer?

Progressive offers a variety of specialized covwerages that

dran t included on a standard auto inswance policy like
Roof Protection Plus’

for K roals, inChudesd if the cause S wear and tear
)
Pest Damage Protection L overs the cost of repans

Irorm sl anfestanions

Lovers repairs Oof replacements

Confidence on the road

Hading HV inswrance OEveas yOu) CCx hoence you e

R g Tis ] %) IMATTET wWwiluare WO MCarm FICWT fe Mt a
natonal parks 1o bustling campgioundgs, BY inswsance
EnsLires you have the support and financial protection
YOU Meed F somathing Qoes wWirondg

While irsuraince 100 vOul Traved Tralles Tiay Mot e I-_—l'_l;.'1|.|',
reglaiad, its a Oracial Irnvestrnent N protacting your iy
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finances, and peaCe of mind

Scan togetaquote [s] E
in as little as 4 minutes.

Go to progressive.com
to learn more.
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Learn how to paint a
door without taking it
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YOUR SOURCE FOR
START-TO-FINISH
i dﬂB SUP.PORT

Partner with The Home Depot to supply and support your entire job.
Where do you go when you need to supply a whole job? The Home Depot. Partner with
us for dedicated on the job support and lower-than-shelf pricing on the products you

need. Go to your source for everything the job needs.

Learn More About Pro Benefits

https://www.homedepot.com/c/pro
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The latest from
our TV channel

BEFORE

Eye-Catching
Cottage Updates

Masters of Flip hosts went all in on a cheerful
color palette with this Nashville home reno

home received a massive refresh. Host Kortney Wilson says,

“When I was renovating this home, I was really drawn to bright
colors. The exterior is one area where you can take a bit of a risk.”
Spoiler alert: The risk paid off. “We received multiple offers because
it stood out from the more neutral homes nearby,” Wilson says. She
shares tips below on upping a home’s curb appeal. —Kirsten Schrader

T o appeal to potential buyers, the exterior and front yard of this

]
AL M
il B ,.F- e
d‘r"‘.—’

Change

Colors
“| wanted to make
a statement that

would grab attention
from the street.”

) Grow

Pavers Bold a Great

“They added a “Keep curb appeal Garden

historical, timeless simple. Do a few “If planting
feel. | wanted to things really well. perennials, as we
keep some texture People notice did, pay attention

and character in details, like a bold to their mature size.

the front yard.” door color.” It's important to

place shorter plants
in the front and taller

6 April/May 2025 FamilyHandyman.com

See this renovation come to life in an episode of Masters of Flip ones in the back to
on At Home with Family Handyman. Get inspired and learn where create layers.”
to stream free at FamilyHandyman.com/tv.

CORUS ENTERTAINMENT



WITHNOURIDR®
ELD &BRUSH MOWER

Every DR® POWER - to mow through anything with up
Field & Brush | to 2X more than the competition.

> N_I_uwer gives | MANEUVERABILITY - thanks to power steering = 1
you MORE | 4 hydrostatlc drive:options. i

FEATURES mudlngﬂeasy to use' controls and
available’ attachments ,.,..r,- . 4 -‘E"'g.{qr'«i-.

.

-CHOICE - Commermal Electrlc Walk,and Tow-"/

“Behind mudels avallable ;-(;‘ o Lol '.fe,-
N 3 e A

—

ot 2 Ty -‘ ¥

X ﬂf% GET MORE TODAY
##F  STARTING AT JUST

PFH:I MAx.Ed .

ST . W

-_' ENGINEERED AND » =
USA BUILT SINCE 1985

Scan the code to shop DRPower.com

DR@J POWER today or request a free catalog!
EQUIPMENT Toll-free: 800-456-2068

FREE SHIPPING options available
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Conquer MORE of Your Spring Chores with DR®

Great Gardens Start with Haul up to 800 Ibs. with Make Your Driveway Like New
DR® Rototillers a DR® Powerwagon with a DR® Power Grader

« Easily bust sod and churn Self-propelled hauler ¢ Fill in potholes and smooth out
through compacted soil Powers up hills with ease washboards

* Prepare seedbeds or till garden Powered dumping * Loosen and redistribute existing
waste back into your soil Converts to a flatbed material

« Full line of walk or tow-behind e Tow with your ATV, UTV, or tractor
models and nimble cultivators

\ DR POWER
| EQUIPMENT




Make Stumps Disappear Fast
with a DR® Stump Grinder

¢ 3-sided Greenteeth® tungsten
carbide-tipped teeth that last
3X longer

» Powerful engines that take 372
“bites” per second through the
toughest hardwoods

H YOUR DR® TRIMMER MOWER

Every DR®
Trimmer Mower
. gives you MORE

POWER - trim and mow tall grass and weeds with
up to 5X more than handheld trimmers.

VERSATILITY - mow everywhere a bladed mower
can't with the toughest trimmer cord available.

FEATURES - including an all-steel frame, adjustable
TN handlebar, and available self-propulsion.

CHOICE - Walk-, Tow-Behind, and Electric models.

e e 93R9°°

DR® Walk-Behind Leaf and
Lawn Vacuum

* NEW PILOT XT Models fill paper
leaf bags for curbside pickup

* Collects and mulches up to
50 Ibs. per bag

* Onboard caddy for extra bags

Scan the code to shop DRPower.com today

DR® Chippers Help You Clean
Up and Clear Out

 Chip and shred with power
to spare

 Annihilate thick branches and
reduce yard waste

» Easy to move easy to use—
large wheels and easy towing

or request a free catalog!
Toll-free: 800-456-2068 | FREE SHIPPING options available
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COURTESY OF KAST

The latest
we’ve heard,

What's New #=

Now Trending ¢ Gear Up « Mini Makeovers and tried

NOW TRENDING

Color
Everywhere

Give yourself permission to go bold
in the bathroom—and we're not just
talking about wall paint. Drench
everything in color (even the sink!) for
an unexpected and playful look. To
keep it balanced, “Stick to a cohesive
color palette,” says interior designer
Janelle Patton. “The sink should
either coordinate with or complement
other colors in the room.” —Erica Young




What's New Gear Up

Outdoor Luxury

Make roughing it a little more comfortable with
these portable, practical campsite upgrades

Electric Cooler’'s Cool Features

| used to tease my friends about their electric coolers.
Why spend so much when ice is so cheap? Once | tried
one, however, | had to eat my words. There's no buying
bags of ice, no worrying if it will melt, no draining out
the water, no sloshing noise from the backseat and—
most importantly—no ruined, soggy cheese or veggies.
I'm never going back!

After testing 10 models, | awarded BougeRV's Rocky
55-qt. electric cooler best in show for its versatility, light
weight (for its capacity), convenient features and price.
The Rocky is dual-zone, meaning you can assign each
of its two compartments to be a fridge or a freezer, and
it comes with a removable divider, handy for anglers or

12 April/May 2025 FamilyHandyman.com

hunters who may need a wider space for their catch.

As with most electric coolers, you can run the
Rocky off of your car’'s 12V socket, an AC wall plug or
a portable power station. As an upsell, you can buy a
173Wh battery, which takes 100W solar from a panel
(also sold separately). Most manufacturers make
unrealistic claims about how long their batteries last,
but BougeRV is refreshingly honest and spot-on with
theirs: Expect it to last around four hours on eco mode
in hot weather. —Karuna Eberl, outdoor writer and film producer
BougeRV Rocky 55QT Dual Zone 12V Portable Fridge,
$650 (41QT version pictured, $550); bougerv.com,
walmart.com, wellbots.com

COURTESY OF BOUGERV
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MULTI-SYMPTOM

DRY EYE RELIEF

s TINA THE THIRIED ONE, DREW THE DR'Y ONE mo IRENETHE IRRITATED ONE.
co-smning THE SORE ONE, THE BURNING ONE, THE STINGING ONE mo THE WATERY ONE.

Systane Complete’s preservative-free formula lasts up to 8 hours.

OPEN YOUR EYES TO LASTING RELIEF.

© 2024 Alcon Inc. US-5YX-2400012

EXPIRATION DATE 04/30/2025
[ s Coupon void if altered, copied, sold, purchased, transferred,
Syslane s Off 030045-107929 exchanged or where prohibited by law. CONSUMER: Limit
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one coupon per specified item(s) purchased, This coupon

‘ good only on product sizes and varieties indicated. RETAILER:

ALCOM VISION, LLC will reimburse you face value plus B¢, if

i | submitted in compliance with ALCOM VISION, LLC Coupon

' Any PNE “:I SYSTANE@ Redemption Policy, available upon request. Consumer must
@ ' Lubricant Eye Drops poy sales tax. Cish valoe 120 can Good only in USA. Mal
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What's New Gear Up

A Gear Box Ready
for Adventure

The North Face Base Camp Gear
Box is exactly what it sounds
like: A box that holds gear. But
this isn’t your average plastic,
snap-lid storage box. It's built
with 300-denier polyester
with a durable, water-resistant
thermoplastic polyurethane
coating that resists abrasion
and tearing and is ultra easy to
clean. The box stacks easily and
is collapsible too: When not in
use, it folds down to be no thicker
than a good book.

| jumped on the opportunity to
try the box myself, using it to pack
my gear for free diving, snorkeling
and swimming excursions, as well
as a 10.5-mile river kayaking trip.
| ended up liking the box so much
that | now take it out even for
simple days at the beach. On one
such outing | got caughtin a
sudden downpour, truly putting
the box’s water resistance to the
test. Luckily, there was no need
to worry: My beach towels, phone,
wallet—and snacks!—were all
safe and sound. —Amanda Capritto,
certified nutrition coach and outdoor writer
The North Face Base Camp Gear
Box (Medium), $150; Backcountry,
Public Lands, thenorthface.com

14 April/May 2025 FamilyHandyman.com

Upgrade Your Camp Kitchen

Campfire cooking can be tricky, especially for novice campers. The BioLite
EcoZoom Versa camping stove is perfect for the occasional outdoor chef,
delivering spectacular results while requiring only minimal effort and a
pocket lighter.

This compact rocket stove efficiently generates tons of heat on its 9.5-in.
cast-iron cooktop, which one reviewer says can boil 2 gt. of water in a Dutch
oven in 10 minutes. | like how pots and pans sit flat, too, so the process feels
just like working in an indoor kitchen. Another major perk: You won't have
to lug any heavy fuel canisters to your campsite, since the stove runs off
charcoal or flammable materials that can be easily gathered outdoors, such
as wood, twigs and dried leaves.

The stainless steel handles feature convenient silicone grips, allowing
you to effortlessly move the stove around even while it's fired up, and the
heavy insulation stays cool to the touch, keeping your hands and campsite
safe. —Allison T.S. Robicelli, writer and kitchen equipment tester BioLite EcoZoom Versa
Wood & Charcoal Rocket Stove, $160; bioliteenergy.com, amazon.com

Need to Go While On the Go?

Portable toilets range from luxury high-tech flushers to
simple add-ons for a bucket. Scan the QR code to see our
expert homesteader’s top picks and discover which one
is right for you when nature calls.

E .

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: VIA THE NORTH FACE; COURTESY OF BIOLITE
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SMOOTH SAILING

along the Mighty Mississippi ¥

Hannibal

St. Louis

From the French Quarter to the hometown of Mark Cape Girardeau
Twain, experience the best of this legendary river. On an

8 to 23-day journey, explore Civil War history and travel to the

epicenter of American music as you cruise in perfect comfort Memphis
aboard our brand new American Riverboat™. ® Tunica

Small Ship Cruising Done Perfectly” Greenville

Baton Rouge New

Call

866-975-1647

to request a

FREE
Cruise Guide

AmericanCruiselLines.com




What's New Gear Up

Sleep in a Cot Fit for a King

Looking to upgrade my outdoor
sleep setup, | tested REI Co-op’s
Kingdom Cot 3, a favorite among
adventure enthusiasts. While it's
too bulky to take backpacking,

| hoped it could be a great fit for
drive-in campsites. | found the
20-1lb. frame a little awkward to
carry during my backyard test,
though it's certainly manageable
for one person over short
distances. Unfortunately, once

| got to my two-person tent, | ran
into another snag: The large cot
wouldn't fit inside!

While it won't be a go-to for
me, if you have a tent with ample
space and don't mind the heavier
weight, | can promise you'll sleep
well. The Kingdom Cot 3 is easily
the most comfortable camping
cot I've used. It's truly fit for
royalty, offering a plush, curved
design with plenty of room to

Better Alfresco Dining

Like a good pair of hiking boots, a hearty, nutritious
meal is a necessary piece of adventure gear. After
trying dozens of freeze-dried trail meals from more
than 10 different brands, | can confidently declare that
Backpacker’'s Pantry produces the best value. The
meals weigh from 4 to 5 ounces, contain more than
500 calories to keep you energized, and cost around
$11, making them a great bang for your buck.

| sampled three meals from Backpacker’'s Pantry:
the fettuccine chicken Alfredo, the lasagna, and the
fiesta beef and vegetable bowl. All three were up to
par in terms of taste and texture. There was no unusual
crunching, which is common with chicken and beef, or
other unsavory textures. The packets have a longer
soaking time—15 minutes compared with other brands’
10 minutes or less—but it's a measly price to pay for
a warm, satisfying meal.

The available recipes suit many diets, with vegan
and allergen-free choices, and a high-calorie collection
offers good options for intense, multi-day excursions.
Best of all, Backpacker’'s Pantry emphasizes sustain-
ability: They produce all meals in their 100% solar-
powered Colorado-based headquarters. —Amanda Capritto,
certified nutrition coach and outdoor writer Backpacker’s Pantry
Entrees, $8-$13; backpackerspantry.com, Scheels, REI

twist and turn. The folding
aluminum and steel frame is
topped with a foam mattress
upholstered with durable water-
resistant polyester, and the three
pairs of independently adjustable
legs allow you to set up a stable
sleeping platform in almost any
situation. —Amanda Capritto, certified
nutrition coach and outdoor writer

REI Co-op Kingdom Cot 3,

$200; REl.com

16 April/May 2025 FamilyHandyman.com
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Show us your hard work for a chance
to win 500 in hard cash. Enter every
month, only at cougardips.com.

THAT'LL WORK

ENTER NOQOW

MOIST SNUFF

WARNING: This product can

cause gum disease and tooth loss.

WEBSITE AND SWEEPSTAKES RESTRICTED TO AGE 21+ TOBACCO CONSUMERS. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TD ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Open 1o legal
residents of the 50 U.S. states and D.C. (excluding MA and MI) who are tobacco consumers, 21 years of age or older at the time of participation and have a valid Username from Sponsor. You may obtain a free Usemame

by logging on to cougardips.com and registering as & new member. Void in MA, MI, LS. Territories, and where prohibited. For details on how to enter and complete prize details, visit cougardips.com. Contest begins at
12:00:00 PM ET 1/1/25 and ends 11:59:59 AM ET 12/31/25. Limit one entry per person/usesname per month. Total ARV of all prizes is $6,000.00. Subject to full Official Rules available at cougardips.com. Sponsor: American
Snuff Company, LLC, 4583 Guthrie Hwy, Clarksville, TN 37040,

©2025 American Snuff Company, LLC. (20)



What's New Mini Makeovers

Upgrade

Your Entryway

Smart ideas and easy DIYs for making
your front porch an inviting outdoor oasis

BY FAMILY HANDYMAN EDITORS

;
Cozy uP ON " | 4
A CUSHIONED & <
SWING BED '

STYLEIT

Take a Seat

A well-designed porch isn't just a
place to sit—it's a space to unwind
and connect. The right seating setup
can transform it into a go-to spot
for morning coffee, game nights,
reading, or long conversations with
family and friends. Get inspired and
create a welcoming, comfortable
space you'll love to use and share.

18 April/May 2025 FamilyHandyman.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: UCPAGE/GETTY IMAGES; CHUCKCOLLIER/GETTY IMAGES; THANYAKAN THANAPANPRASERT/GETTY IMGES



(onsumer
Cellular

Same Towers, Same Coverage.

PLANS STAR
JUST $20/mo.

with AutoPay & E-billing.

OUR NO LONG-TERM CONTRACT PLANS INCLUDE UNLIMITED TALK & TEXT.
PLUS, ADD LINES TO ANY PLAN STARTING AT JUST $15/MONTH.

1GB 10GB Unlimited GB £50+

1 LINE 1 LINE 1 LINE 2 LINES

2013530 60

MONTH MONTH MONTH MONTH

1007 U.S. BASED FAST, RELIABLE TRY US FOR 30 DAYS.
CUSTOMER SERVICE. NATIONWIDE COVERAGE. NO OBLIGATION.

AVAILABLE AT

@mneer, | CALL (888) 892-4562 | VISIT ConsumerCellular.com/ 4562

© 2025 Consumer Cellular, Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Taxes and fees apply.
New service activation on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system
limitations. For unlimited data plans, access to high-speed data will be reduced after 50GB of combined use,

and you will experience slower speeds for the remainder of your billing cycle. Offer only for customers age

50+. Age validation required. Plans shown include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. If youre not completely

satisfied within 30 days (data use is limited to 500MB) of activation of your service, cancel and pay nothing

other than third party charges. Two (2) Unlimited lines for $60 offer is valid only with two lines of service and SCAN TO VISIT
an unlimited data plan. OUR WEBSITE.




What's New Mini Makeovers
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SECURE IT

Thwart Porch Pirates

A welcoming entryway shouldn’t be an open
invitation for package thieves. Use these
tips to keep your home and deliveries safe.

1. Use a Parcel Drop Box

A parcel drop box protects
deliveries from both thieves

and the elements. Couriers place
packages through an opening

at the top, and you retrieve
them from a secure compartment
below. Some smart models send
delivery alerts and allow for
remote locking and unlocking.
We especially like the sleek
Elephantrunk Drop Box from
Architectural Mailboxes ($250),
which has a rotating drum
design to keep packages safe.

2. Amp Up Outdoor Security
Visible security features, such as
motion-activated lights or a video
doorbell, can go a long way when
it comes to theft prevention. For
more comprehensive protection,
consider a whole-home security
system. Ring, Honeywell and ADT
are among the top-rated brands,
according to Consumer Reports.

3. Get Smart About
Amazon Deliveries

Amazon Prime members in
eligible areas can have packages
delivered safely inside their
smart garage with Amazon

Key. Another option is Amazon
Locker—type your ZIP code into
the online locator tool to find one
nearby. Lockers are free to use,
and Prime members still receive
free two-day shipping. Need to
make a return? You can drop

off packages at a locker too!

4. Require a Signature

To keep your deliveries from
being left unattended, check

off “signature required” when
entering shipping details online.
This is an option with all the major
services, such as UPS, FedEx, DHL
and USPS. If you won't be home to
sign, some services—such as UPS
MyChoice—allow you to redirect
deliveries to a trusted neighbor.

1. VIA AMAZON FOR ARCHITECTURAL MAILBOXES; 2. VIA HONEYWELL HOME; 3. STREKOZA2/GETTY IMAGES; 4. VM/GETTY IMAGES



Kafidyman

FREE STORAGE
PROJECT PLANS

\ GRAB & GO
| TOOL STORAGE

Yours FREE as a
loyal subscriber!

DiYers like you are the heart of the Family Handyman community.
We'd like to say “thanks” for being such a great subscriber with
5 of our favorite storage project plans—all never seen before in print!

Scan the QR Code now
to claim 5 FREE Projects!

COr visit: familyhandyman . com/projectplans




What's New Mini Makeovers

BUILD IT

Modern House Numbers

Add functional flair to your entryway
with this customizable weekend build

22 April/May 2025 FamilyHandyman.com

BY CARMEN DE LA PAZ

very house has numbers
E visible from the street

so visitors and postal
workers can find their way, yet
few homeowners give this detail
much creative thought. For this
project, I set out to show how a
set of numbers on the front of
your home can do more than
just mark your address—they
can set the stage for what lies
beyond the door. The result is
a weekend build that is easy
to make for a beginner DIYer,
yet still elevated and modern

enough to make anyone walking

up to your door say “wow.”
When choosing a location for
your panel, aim for a spot eye
level or higher that’s easily visi-
ble from the road and free of

Tools

2" drill bit

2 paint brushes (1 for stain, 1 for sealer)
18-gauge brad nailer

Countersink drill bit

Drill

Level

Mallet

Miter saw

Scissors

Speed square

Materials

2" screws

1x8x10' red oak
12" 18-gauge brad nails
12" screws

6" house numbers
Clean shop rags
Exterior wood glue
Landscape fabric
Plant of choice
Plastic sheeting
Potting soil

Spar varnish

Stain

Z-clips

TMB STUDIO



obstructions (such as shrubs or
tree branches). Use contrasting
colors or place the panel near a
well-lit area for better visibility,
even in low light conditions.
And if your house sits far back
from the road, consider using
larger numbers so they’re easy
to read.

STAIN THE TRIM

Stain the trim pieces (D, E,
F and G) using a dark color
that contrasts with the natural
wood. An oil-based stain will
give the wood more longevity
when exposed to the elements.
Set aside the stained pieces and
let them dry (you can touch up
any exposed ends after the main
panel is framed).

DETERMINE THE PANEL SIZE

Our address has four num-
bers, but yours may be different.
Adjust the panel size accordingly

Cuts
Key Qty. Dimensions Part
A 1 " x 6" x 40" Main panel
B 3 " x 52" x 6" Flower box
sides
C 1 " x 42" x 6" Flower box
bottom
D 2 ¥" x 12" x 40" Panel side
trim
E 2 ¥%" x 12" x 72" Panel top/
bottom trim
F 4 Y"x12"x 6" Flower box
side trim
G 2 " x 12" x 72" Flower box
face trim

by laying out the numbers on

a scrap piece of wood or card-
board. Decide how much space
you want above, below and on
the sides of the numbers, taking
into consideration the 5%-in.
flower box and plants that will
need room to grow. The numbers
may have different widths, but
they are usually all the same
height. Once you have deter-
mined your preferred dimen-
sions, cut the main panel (A)

to size.

Use the manufacturer’s
template to align and drill holes
for the house number standoffs
in the main panel (A). For a
vertical arrangement like ours,
find the centerline of the board,
determine where you want
the numbers to start and work
your way down, laying out the
numbers and drilling the screw
holes.

NOTE: Always test-fit your
numbers before drilling holes.
It is much easier to adjust the
placement before drilling than
to hide and repair a misplaced
screw hole.

After drilling the holes, set
aside the numbers—they will
be installed later.

BUILD THE FLOWER BOX

Use wood glue and brad
nails to assemble the three-sided
flower box out of the flower box
sides (B) and flower box bottom
(C) (see Figure A).

Figure A
Project
Overview

Overall
Dimensions:
412" H x
72" W x
8Vv." D
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DRILL THE DRAIN HOLE

Drill a %-in. hole in the cen-
ter of the flower box bottom (C)
to allow for water drainage. This
will prevent the wood and plant
roots from rotting.

ATTACH THE FLOWER BOX

TO THE MAIN PANEL
From the back of the main panel
(A), attach the flower box with
wood glue, brad nails and 1%-in.
screws. Predrill and countersink
the holes so the back of the main
panel (A) will sit flush when
installed. Use screws, not nails,
to give the box ample strength
to support the plant and dirt.

TRIM OUT THE PANEL

Trim out the main panel
(A) by nailing on the panel side
trim (D) and panel top/bottom
trim (E). Nail the panel trim
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pieces so that the back edge is
flush to the back edge of the main
panel (A). This will leave a %-in.
overhang around the numbers,
making it look like a shadow box,
and will allow you to hang the
whole unit flush on the wall.

When the panel trim is
attached, glue and nail on the
flower box side trim (F) and
face trim (G).

NOTE: To avoid staining the
natural-colored wood pieces (A,
B and C) with your fingerprints,
make sure the dark stain is com-
pletely dry before you handle
and install the trim pieces.

SEAL THE PROJECT

Apply at least two coats
of spar varnish to the entire
unit, including the back of
the main panel and inside
the flower box.

ATTACH THE HOUSE NUMBERS

Attach the house numbers
by screwing them onto the main
panel (A) from the backside. Use
a mallet to make sure the num-
bers are fully seated on the panel.
Countersink all the screw heads so
the back of the panel remains flat.

ATTACH THE ALUMINUM

CLEAT ON THE PANEL
To hang this project, we used
aluminum French cleat picture
hangers, also known as z-clips,
which are designed to marry into
each other. One clip is attached
on the back of the main panel (A)
with the lip down, and one is at-
tached where you’d like the panel
to hang with the lip up.

To balance the weight of the
panel and flower box, we attached
the panel side of the cleat 3 in.
down from the top of the main
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LIP —
POINTING
DOWN

11

panel (A) using %-in. screws. Use
a Speed square to make sure it is
attached square on the panel.

1 ATTACH THE ALUMINUM
CLEAT ON THE HOUSE
Slide the loose house-side z-clip
so that it marries with the
attached z-clip on the back of the
main panel (A) and measure from
the top of the top trim piece (E)
to the bottom of the loose z-clip.
For our build, that measurement
came out to 67 in.: 3% in. (the
gap above the panel-side z-clip,
including the top trim) + 3% in.
(the combined height of the mar-
ried z-clips).

After determining the desired
installation location and height
on your house, install the z-clip
on your house centered behind
the location of your panel, with
the lip facing up and the bottom

of the z-clip 67% in. (use the mea-
surement you calculated) lower
than the desired height. Use a
level to ensure that the panel
will hang level.

If you are installing the z-clip
directly into wood, secure it with
screws. If you are installing into
a hollow wall, brick or stone, use
an appropriate anchor to secure
the cleat with screws.

Once the cleat system has
been secured, do a test hanging
of the panel before you fill the
flower box with dirt and plants.
The assembled unit is lighter
and easier to maneuver when
it is empty.

11 PREP THE FLOWER BOX

To protect the flower box
wood from too much exposure
to moisture, line it with plastic
sheeting (a sandwich bag will

- LIP
POINTING
uP

Z-CLIP BOTTOM
EDGE 67" BELOW
HANGING HEIGHT

work too). Be sure to poke a hole
through the plastic to expose
the drainage hole. Then, line the
flower box with a small piece of
landscape fabric over the plastic.
Leave the landscape fabric intact
over the drain hole. Water will
drain, and dirt will stay in the
flower box.

12 PLANT THE FLOWER BOX
Add potting soil and plants
to the flower box. You can do
this while the assembled panel
is hanging or on the ground,
whichever feels easiest for you.
The panel will gain considerable
weight once dirt and plants are in
place. You can also simply drop
in the plant in its plastic pot. If
you do so, you'll still need to line
the flower box with plastic and
landscape fabric to protect the
wood and the plant.
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Achieve a professional paint
finish without taking it off the hinges

BY SAMUEL ROSENMAYER

iving your front door a fresh coat of paint is a
G surefire way to boost your home’s curb appeal.

But it's more than a simple brush-and-bucket
job. For the best results, the door ideally should be
taken off its hinges, laid flat and carefully painted to
ensure even coverage and neat edges. That said, this
isn't always practical, especially for homeowners with
heavy wood doors that are tricky to handle alone.

If you're uncertain about getting your door on and off its
hinges or simply looking to save time, I'll show you how to
paint it in place and achieve a finish you can be proud of.
Trust me—your neighbors will never know the difference.

What It Takes

Time Cost Skill Level
1 day or less $50-$100 Beginner

Tools

* Angled » Heat gun or * Old toothbrush
paintbrush hair dryer e Paint roller 8 ;
* Dropcloths » Ladder or  Paint tray ,-1 LV

stepstool » Screwdriver

» i

%
)
-
¢
Y

T™B sjr}mlo
t_ "%
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Before you begin, note the material of your door.
Most exterior doors are wood, fiberglass, steel or
wood clad in aluminum. Certain paints and primers
will adhere better to different materials, so ask the
experts at your local paint store for specific product
recommendations. | used a satin exterior enamel
paint/primer and was very pleased with the results.
It dried smoothly and quickly, so | didn't have to wait
around for hours to apply the next coat.

If you're using a high-gloss paint, keep in mind that
it will reveal imperfections more readily than other
finishes, such as semigloss or satin. Filling in any
cracks or holes and repairing any other flaws on your
door before painting will help ensure the best result.

Finally, since you'll be working against gravity on a
vertical door, you will need to take a little extra care
as you paint. To prevent drips, use a foam roller to
apply the paint uniformly, apply multiple thin coats,
and don’t forget to spread a drop cloth beneath the

door for extra insurance.

REMOVE THE

DOOR HANDLE
Use a screwdriver to
remove the door han-
dle and lock.

LIGHTLY SAND

THE DOOR
Lightly scuff the door
with a 220-grit sanding
sponge. Be careful not
to apply too much pres-
sure, as it may scratch
the door deeply enough
to show through the
paint.

NOTE: If your door

is in rough condition,
make repairs before
scuffing it: Scrape off
flaking paint, fill holes
with wood filler and
sand flush, etc.

CLEAN THE DOOR
After sanding,
clean the door with a

Materials

220-grit sanding sponge
320-grit sanding sponge
Cheesecloths

Clean microfiber cloths
Cleaning degreaser (optional)
Exterior enamel paint/primer
Painter’s tape

damp microfiber cloth.
If it’s still dirty, use

a cleaning degreaser.
You can use an old
toothbrush to clean
the tight spaces in the
recessed panel edges.
Finish removing small
dust and debris with a
cheesecloth.

TAPE THE EDGES

Use painter’s tape
to cover the edges of
the door and frame.
Take your time and
don’t skimp on tape—
mistakes will show,
especially on door
frames.

PREP THE SPACE

Lay down a drop-
cloth to prevent paint
from dripping onto
the floor.

PAINT THE

PANEL EDGES
Stir the paint, then
begin painting any
recessed panel edg-
es with an angled
paintbrush. Start with
the highest recessed
panels and work your
way down.
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PAINT THE

EDGES AND TRIM
Using the paintbrush,
paint the edges of
the door and the
door frame.

ROLL THE REST

Switch to a paint
roller and paint the
large, flat surfaces of
the door. Again, start at
the top of the door and
work your way down.

LIGHTLY SAND
BETWEEN COATS
Let the paint dry

completely, then lightly
sand the door with a
320-grit sanding sponge.
Don’t apply too much
pressure. After sanding,
wipe down the door
with a damp microfi-
ber cloth, then with a
cheesecloth.

I O PAINT THE
SECOND COAT
Apply a second coat
of paint, repeating
the process detailed
in Steps 6-8, then let
the second coat dry
completely.

TIP: Whenever I paint
in high-traffic areas
such as a front entry-
way, I use a heat gun
or hair dryer to speed
up the drying process
and minimize the risk
of someone touching
or brushing against the
wet paint.

1 REATTACH THE
DOOR HANDLE

AND CLEAN UP

Remove the painter’s

tape and reinstall

the door handle

and lock.

Clean off the paint
brushes and rollers.
Store the paint in a
safe location and label
it so you’ll know what
project the paint was
used on. =

OkRAO

F

m.

Video Online
Scan the QR code

to see a video of
this project.
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HOW TO INSTALL A

Porch Light
Fixture

Upgrade your outdoor space with
bold and bright statement lighting

BY CARMEN DE LA PAZ

efore | gained experience with electrical
B projects, | often found them intimidating and

overwhelming. The idea of working with wiring
was especially daunting! But after plenty of hands-on
work, I've learned that installing or changing a simple
light fixture—while requiring respect for safety and
attention to detail—really isn’t as complicated as it
seems, and usually doesn’t require expensive tools. Just
as important: I've learned that sometimes calling in a
pro is the best choice.

For this project, we wanted to install an outdoor light
fixture in a spot without existing wiring or a junction box,
and connect it to a new switch inside the entryway. So to
handle some of the heavy lifting, | called in Milwaukee's
Burkhardt Heating, Cooling, Plumbing & Electric. Their
licensed electrician installed the junction box, ran the
wiring through the walls and expanded the entryway box
for a new switch—all in just a few hours. Doing it myself
would have turned the job into a full weekend project
(with a few extra drywall repairs along the way). With a
pro on site, | could focus on installing the fixture itself.

Whether you tackle the full process shown here or
jump in for the finishing touches, the appeal of a new
porch fixture is undeniable: You'll be left with a bright,
inviting space that's ready to welcome company.

What It Takes

Time Cost Skill Level
Varies Varies Intermediate
Tools

e Caulk gun » Ladder or stepstool
e Cordless drill » Noncontact

* Fish tape voltage tester

* Hole saw » Wire stripper

* Insulated screwdriver

CUT THE HOLE

After determining a
location for the fixture,
use a hole saw to cut a
hole through the soffit
panels and OSB under-
layment into the cavity
above the porch.

RUN THE WIRES

Making sure you
have plenty of excess
wire, begin feeding it
toward the location
of the new switch.
Be patient with this—
depending on how
far you need to run

it, fishing wire through
a wall can be frustrat-
ing. If you decide to
have the new fixture
on an existing circuit
with capacity, run the
wire to the nearest
light fixture or outlet
on that circuit. When
the wire is run to

its final destination,
install a junction box
in the porch rafter
with the wires running
through it, then strip
about % in. off the
ends on each side of
the wires.
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MAKE THE SWITCH
CONNECTIONS
If you are running the
light to a new switch,
make those connec-
tions now.

ATTACH A
MOUNTING PLATE

The junction box will
have various holes to
accommodate different
light mounting plates
sold with your light
fixture. Some mount-
ing plates are round,
some are square and
some are just a flat
bar. These mounting
plates or bars (regard-
less of manufacturer)
are designed to corre-
spond with at least one
set of holes in your
junction box.

Manufacturers often
provide more than
one mounting option
in their instructions.
Choose the one that
makes the most secure
connection between
the junction box and
the mounting plate. If
you can’t find holes in
the junction box that

Materials

Electrical wire
Junction box

Light fixture with
mounting hardware

Light switch
Siliconized caulk
Wire nuts

line up with the holes
on your mounting
plate, you may have
to drill a hole into the
junction box with a
drill bit to secure the
mounting.

CONNECT THE WIRES

Position the
wires for easy access
when making your
connections. Follow
the manufacturer’s in-
structions or diagram
to connect the corre-
sponding colors: white
wire to white wire,
black wire to black
wire, and copper wire
to green grounding
wire or screw.

The light fixture
we installed is “damp
rated,” which means
the electric wire con-
nection is protected
from the elements by
connecting the wires
inside a capsule-shaped
housing (see Photo 5).
This housing is also
known as a waterproof
three-pole wire connec-
tor external electrical
junction box.

The three-pole wire
connector is stamped
with a letter key for a
corresponding place-
ment of the wires in
your fixture. Follow
the specific placement
for the white, black
and grounding wire,

i

when it’s raining.

Safety Considerations

As with all electrical projects, ensure that the
power to the area you are working in is turned
off at the breaker before beginning work. Use
a noncontact voltage tester, insulated tools
and a nonmetal ladder during the installation.
If at all possible, work on a dry day. The last
thing you want to do is install a light fixture

TMB STUDIO



TMB STUDIO; BECKY SEILER/GETTY IMAGES

-
]
L
and secure tightly TEST THE FIXTURE people think their light the ceiling. This will
with the small screw Once your fixture fixture doesn’t work help keep moisture
found in the housing. is securely installed and find out the issue and bugs out, and serve
Be sure to use the and before you install is merely a blown bulb. as an added support
right size screwdriver the lampshade or Once the light is layer should the light
to avoid stripping the cover, turn the power functioning properly, fixture come loose from
small screws inside the back on at the circuit turn off the switch prolonged exposure to
housing. Seal the wires breaker and test the and attach the shade heavy winds.
into the capsule and light by turning it on according to the manu-
continue with your at the light switch. facturer’s instructions.
process as you would If your light doesn’t E E
with any light fixture turn on, turn off the CAULK AROUND ?,
by neatly tucking the power and go back THE BASE
excess wires into the to ensure that all the For added safety and a I o
junction box. wire connections have cleaned-up look around E
NOTE: If your light been properly made. the hole in your porch
fixture doesn’t come Also, be sure you have ceiling, apply a bead Video Online
with a protected hous- a working light bulb of siliconized caulk Scan the QR code
ing, make sure to cover in the fixture. You’d be around the seam where to see a video of
the wire connections surprised how many the light fixture meets this project.
with the appropriate
wire nuts.

MOUNT THE FIXTURE

Tuck the wires
away so they don’t
impede your ability to
secure the fixture to
the mounting plate. In-
stall the fixture using
the screws provided in
their designated loca-
tions. Do this by hand
rather than with a
drill, in case you need
to adjust a wire so it
doesn’t get pinched in
the process.

Choosing a Light Fixture

When shopping for exterior light fixtures,
you'll encounter “exterior-grade” and
“damp-rated” options. If your fixture will
be exposed to all weather conditions, go
with exterior grade. For covered porches
that won't receive sheets of rain, such as
the one we worked on, damp rated will
suffice. If you're unsure, err on the side of
caution and opt for higher protection. And
look for a fixture with a universal mounting
bar plate that will be compatible with your
junction box. e
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ULTIMATE GUIDE TO

Easy-Care
Landscaping

Transforming your front yard can
be done with minimal effort and tools.
Take these tips, dig in and see your
home’s curb appeal bloom.

BY CARMEN DE LA PAZ
AND KELLY AIGLON
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ne week last June, most
O members of the Family

Handyman project team
were on location. The goal: Add
low-maintenance beds full of
plants to enhance the look and
feel of a bare bones front yard
landscape in the Milwaukee
suburbs. With careful planning,
a little bit of elbow grease and
guidance from an expert, we
gave the homeowners a couple
of easy-care beds that will wow
them year after year.

Use these tips and learnings

from our project to add interest
and appeal to your front yard.

Pro Tips for Planning

The first thing to do when plan-
ning any front yard feature is to
think about what you want out
of it. Are you trying to attract

birds? Add color or fragrance to
the area? Cover up some unsight-
ly porch or deck footings? Uni-
versally, one main goal applies: to
give things a new look and boost
the curb appeal of your home.

Once you know your mission,
select the plants that will get
you there. Milwaukee-based
gardening expert Melinda Myers
designed our garden. “I select-
ed plants suited to the growing
conditions and those that require
minimal attention to look good
throughout the growing season,”
Myers says. To get started, she
recommends first visiting your
local garden center and reading
the plant tags.

“Plant tags give you the
growing conditions and the size
of the plant,” she says. “Some
nurseries are now sharing more

information on their website—
you can learn so much more
than just the hardiness zone.”

Some research beyond the
plant tag may be required to
ensure they are easy to care for.
“Many plants are aggressive or
reseed readily, which is fine if
you have the space or desire to
dig or divide,” Myers says. “Look
for plants that have few pest
problems, combine nicely with
other plants and require mini-
mal or no deadheading.”

And remember: Once plants
are in the ground, you still may
not have a true garden. After all,
many plants take years to grow
into their fullest potential. Myers
has a fix for this: “Use smaller
complementary plants and annu-
als for quick fill until your main
plants have grown into the space,
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so it looks like your garden has
been there for a while.”

Myers maintains that the key
to a healthy and successful gar-
den is being responsive to your
plants’ needs and adapting your
approach as necessary to help
them thrive.

Sketch a Map to

Establish the Space

Once you've selected plants,

it’s a good idea to make a quick
drawing of your planting plan
(see our loose sketch on the next
page). The sketch should primar-
ily include the anchor plants you
want to grow. From there, it’s
easier to get an idea of how the
garden will come together. As
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you plot them, consider the size
of the plants now and how big
they will be at maturity.

Take Note of Your Soil

If you have low quality soil, your
soon-to-be-planted flora may
need some extra nourishment.
Enhance your current soil with
equal parts compost and topsoil.
Use a tiller to help combine the
compost and topsoil with the
existing soil. For good drainage,
the soil should be fluffy and
light, not compact and tight.

Lay Out the Plants

Before committing to plant
placement, take time to set
the plants in their plastic pots

“I selected plants
that are suited to the
growing conditions
and require minimal
care to look good
for the entire

growing season.”
—Melinda Myers
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where you envision them. This
will allow you to move things,
step back and really think about
where you want the plants to
live and thrive. Always consider
the trajectory of sunlight and
color flow in flowers and leaves.

When playing with placement,
keep in mind the potential
growth size of each plant and
allow them room to grow. For
visual interest, avoid putting the
same color or plant right next
to each other unless you want to
make a specific statement, such
as a straight line of lavender.
The more thought and purpose
you dedicate to this step, the
more successful your garden
will be.

Easy Planting Plan

For our front yard garden, we chose three types of anchor plants
in various sizes that are all ideal for use in perennial beds.

1. Korean Spice Viburnum
As the largest plant of the
three, reaching 4 to 6 ft. tall,
the Korean Spice viburnum
was planted along the wall,
leaving space around it for
future growth.

2. Fire Light Tidbit
Hydrangea

At 2 to 3 ft. tall, the Fire Light
Tidbit hydrangea is smaller
than other hydrangeas and
offers easy-care color.

Dig and Plant

Make digging holes easier by
using a garden auger attach-
ment with a drill. Read the plant
tag for the suggested depth and
separation from other plants.
Plants always do better if the
hole is dug deep enough to fully
cover the root ball with soil. Use
the pot the plant came in as a
gauge and go a few inches deep-
er to allow the roots to expand.

Lay In Landscape Mulch
Give your flower bed a finished
and clean look with a 2-to-3-in.
layer of organic mulch under
and around the plants. Use a
composting material such as
cardboard or newspaper under

3. My Monet Purple Effect
Weigela

The weigelas were planted in
the front because they are the
smallest at about 2 ft. tall and
they provide color contrast
within the bed.

Use Annuals to Fill Gaps

We used colorful petunias and
other annuals to fill in the
gaps. These annuals won't
come back next year, as the
perennials fill in the space.

the mulch to keep it intact for
a longer period of time. Mulch
also helps maintain moisture,
making the need for watering
less frequent.

Water Regularly

Follow the water recommen-
dations for each plant, but be
prepared to adjust your sched-
ule as needed to account for
changes in the weather.

The general rule is to keep
the soil from becoming too dry
or overly saturated. Pay atten-
tion to the leaves. If they start
to change color or droop, that’s
a sign that they aren’t happy
with their current watering
situation.
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Edge a Garden Bed

Your landscape will be tidy, polished and easy
to maintain when you contain it with metal edging

s part of our curb appeal
A makeover, we added a gar-

den bed along the home’s
concrete walkway. To contain the
bed and keep it looking nice and
tidy, we used metal edging to cre-
ate a crisp, clear outline. If you
have an existing bed and want to
add edging, start on Step 5. Other-
wise, start here to create and edge
a brand-new bed.
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BY CARMEN DE LA PAZ

OUTLINE THE AREA

Before you start digging, take
some time to define the garden
bed. Use landscape marking
paint to spray a line where you
plan to install the metal edging.
This particular paint is designed
for use in an inverted position
for marking construction and
landscape projects. It works well
on exterior surfaces such as

concrete, blacktop, gravel, soil
and grass.

CUT THE SOD

Using a lawn edger or
square shovel, cut into the grass
along the painted guideline. It
helps to swivel or rock the edger
or shovel back and forth to cre-
ate enough space for the metal
edging to fit.
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REMOVE SOD, WEEDS

AND ROOTS
Clear any grass or sod, pebbles
or rocks from the planned gar-
den section or walkway. A small
garden tiller might help with
hard-to-remove roots.

PREP THE SOIL

Mix in compost or topsoil.
Lay the bags out and use a utility
knife to cut them open in place.
Then go back through with a rake
or shovel and turn over the dirt.

STAKE EDGING INTO PLACE

With metal shears, clip off
the stakes on the metal edging.
You will use the stakes to secure
the edging in place, in tandem
with the next piece.

Using a 2x4 as a protective
buffer between a dead-blow
hammer and the metal edging,
hammer the edging down until
there is about 2 in. of metal
above grade. Once the edging is
positioned where you want it,
secure it in place by inserting
the metal stakes through the
openings on the ends of each
piece of edging. Overlap the edg-
ing slightly to secure two pieces
with one stake.

Tools

Garden tiller (optional)

Lawn edger or square shovel

Metal shears

Rake or shovel

Rubber mallet or dead-blow hammer
Utility knife

To install the edging along
a curved line, use wooden
stakes to position the curve
where you want it. Then drive
the edging into the ground
with the dead-blow hammer
and 2x4, and secure it with
the metal stakes. Remove the
wooden stakes when you're
done and push soil up against
the metal edging from both
sides for additional support
and stability.

Materials

2x4 scrap wood

Black metal edging in 8' x 4" sections
Compost or topsoil

Landscape marking paint

Wooden stakes (optional)
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Curb appeal isn’t
only about big-ticket
renovations. Swap
out or fix up your
mailbox and enjoy the
difference every day!

BY SAMUEL ROSENMAYER



TMB STUDIO

Replace a Mailbox Post

Say goodbye to wobbles, rust and rot—
and hello to a sturdy, lasting upgrade

BEFORE YOU BEGIN: Your exist-
ing mailbox post is likely set in
concrete, so removing it will take
some elbow grease. That said, it’s
entirely possible to do it on your
own, even if you run into snags.
While I was removing the rusted
steel mailbox post shown above,
it broke from the cement block
as the Hi-Lift jack raised it from
the ground. I had to manually
dig around the mailbox concrete,
wrap the chain around it and
securely raise it out. Although
this cost me extra time (and gave
me quite the arm workout), I was
able to get the base out just fine.
Since you’re already replacing
your mailbox post, this might
also be a good time to consid-
er installing a new mailbox.
Confirm that the new mailbox
will fit the new post if you decide

to do this. Online photos can
sometimes be misleading, so
it’s important to take accurate
measurements.

REMOVE THE MAILBOX

Use a drill to remove the
screws securing the mailbox
to the post, then remove the
mailbox.

REMOVE THE OLD

MAILBOX POST
Attach one end of the tow chain
to the bottom of the mailbox
post. Connect the other end to a
Hi-Lift farm jack. Place the jack
about a foot away from the post,
start cranking the handle, and
use your other hand to stabilize
the jack. Once the post is primar-
ily out of the ground, you can
finish pulling it out manually. If

Materials

Concrete form tube
Fast-setting concrete mix
Gravel

Mailbox post

Rope

Stakes

Tools

Auger drill bit
Bucket

Drill

Hammer drill
Hi-Lift jack
Jigsaw

Level

Mallet

Post and pipe level
Posthole digger
Shovel

Tape measure
Tarp

Tow chain
Work gloves
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the post breaks from the concrete,
wrap the tow chain around the
concrete and repeat the process.

REVIEW USPS GUIDELINES

The U.S. Postal Service’s
guidelines for installing a mail-
box post are to bury the post
no more than 24 in. deep and en-
sure that the bottom of the mail-
box sits 41 to 45 in. off the road’s
surface. The mailbox needs to
be 6 to 8 in. from the curb. Use a
tape measure to ensure that you
are in the correct location before
digging, and check the USPS
website for additional details
if you are unsure.

DIG THE HOLE FOR

THE MAILBOX POST
To dig a hole for the post, you
will need an auger drill bit con-
nected to a hammer drill or mud
mixer, and a posthole digger.
While you can get away without
using an auger, it speeds up the
process and saves your arms.

Ensure that the auger is fully
rotating before penetrating the
ground. Keep the hammer drill
close to your body to maintain
control while breaking up the
ground. Remove the dirt using
a posthole digger or shovel.
Remember to take breaks while
digging to check the hole depth
with a tape measure to ensure
that the concrete form tube will
fit properly and that you are not
digging too deep. Consider that
the gravel layer you will place
at the bottom of the hole will be
4 to 6 in. deep. Then, place the
concrete form tube into the hole
to verify that it fits.

TIP: Use a tarp at the dig site
as a place to discard the dirt
you dig out of the hole. It makes
cleanup much easier.

LAY DOWN GRAVEL

When you have reached
your desired depth, lay a 4-to-6-in.
layer of pea gravel into the hole
and level it by hand.

Adjust the mailbox’s height as

necessary, using a tape measure
for accuracy. When attached to

the post, the bottom of the mail-
box needs to be 41 to 45 in. off the
road’s surface. Add or remove
gravel as needed to adjust the
height. Once secured to the post,
double-check that the mailbox
will be positioned 6 to 8 in. from
the curb.

MEASURE AND CUT THE

CONCRETE FORM TUBE
Place the concrete form tube
in the hole and mark 2 in. from
the surface height with a tape
measure. With a jigsaw, cut the
concrete form tube where you’ve
marked. Once cut, position the
form tube into the hole and fill
dirt around the outside of the
tube so it fits snugly.

SECURE THE POST

Place the mailbox post ex-
actly where you’d like it. Attach
a post and pipe level and secure
it with stakes and rope to keep
it plumb and prevent movement
while your pour the concrete mix.

POUR THE CONCRETE

Fill the concrete form tube
halfway with fast-setting con-
crete mix, add the required wa-
ter and mix it. After thoroughly
mixing, fill the rest of the form
tube with concrete mix until it
reaches the top, then repeat the
mixing process. Check that the
post is plumb and adjust it as
needed by wiggling and changing
its position. Once the concrete
sets, you won't be able to adjust
the post again, so take the time
to ensure it’s level. Give the con-
crete 12 to 24 hours to cure before
removing the supporting stakes.

REMOVE THE POST SUPPORTS

Once the concrete has cured,
remove the post supports and
install the mailbox onto the post.

Video Online

Scan the QR code
‘ i toseeavideo
ﬁ v of this project.
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10-CIGAR SAMPLER & CUTTER

499

+ FREE SAME DAY SHIPPING!

MUST VISIT:

BestCicarPrices.com/TP432
TO GET THIS OFFER
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Install a
Mailbox

Dress up your doorstep
with a wall-mounted
model that complements
your home'’s style

BEFORE YOU BEGIN: The exterior
material of your house will
impact the materials and instal-
lation method required for this
project:

» Brick: Use a masonry drill
bit and masonry screws to
secure the mailbox.

» Stucco: As with brick, pre-
drill a hole with a masonry
drill bit. You’ll also need
to add silicone into the
predrilled hole, insert an
anchor and then fasten a
concrete screw.

» Wood: Predrill and fasten a
cedar surface mounting block
with exterior screws. Then
secure the mailbox to the
mounting block with screws.
You should always use exteri-
or screws to prevent cor-
rosion and rust, which can
cause the screw to break.

» Vinyl: Use hooks specifically
made to be used with vinyl
without causing damage—
drilling through vinyl is not
recommended.

CHOOSE THE LOCATION

Depending on where you live,
the U.S. Postal Service and some
homeowners associations have
mandatory guidelines for mail-
box placement. Once you are
familiar with these guidelines,
choose a location near your main
entrance that will be easy for the
mail carrier to find and access.

NOTE: If you have a curbside
mailbox and want to replace it
with a mounted one, you’ll need
to get permission from your local
postmaster first.

TMB STUDIO



LEVEL THE MAILBOX

Hold the mailbox at the de-
sired location and use a level to
confirm it is level on the wall.

MARK THE HOLES

Once the mailbox is lev-
el, mark the locations of the
keyhole mounts with a marker
or pencil that will make visible
marks on the exterior material
of your home.

DRILL THE HOLES

Drill the holes for your fasten-
ers. The depth and diameter of the
hole is dependent on the screws or
anchors you’re using. Be sure to
drill with the exact size masonry
drill bit specified for your anchors
or screws, and drill slightly deep-
er than the length of the screw
(approximately % in.) to allow
space for brick chips and dust to
go when the screw is inserted.

Use a hammer drill or a drill
with a “hammer” setting to drill
these. Wear safety glasses to
shield yourself from flying debris
and use a shop vacuum to clear
out the holes before inserting the
screws or anchors.

FASTEN THE SCREWS

Use a drill to fasten the ma-
sonry screws in place, allowing
the screw heads to stick out
slightly for the keyhole mount
on the mailbox.

ATTACH THE MAILBOX

Attach the mailbox to the
wall by aligning the keyhole
mounts with the masonry
screws, then slightly tighten
the screws if necessary. Adding
address numbers to the mailbox
is optional. Before applying the
numbers, clean the mailbox to
ensure the numbers adhere well.

Tools

Drill

Hammer drill
Level

Masonry drill bit
Marker

Shop vac

Materials

House numbers (optional)
Mailbox
Masonry screws

E Video Online

'm Scan the QR code
% to see a video
E of this project.
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Paint a Mailbox
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Make a faded paint job look new
again with a protective spray-on finish

BEFORE YOU BEGIN: Using a
protective enamel spray paint for
this project is fast and effective
and will give your mailbox extra
defense against the elements.
When working with spray paint,
be sure to work outside or in a
well-ventilated area—never in
an enclosed space. And check
the forecast before you start: Dry
conditions and temperatures
from 50 to 90 degrees are ideal.

DETACH THE MAILBOX

Remove the mailbox from
the mailbox post using a drill to
unscrew it from the bottom. Save
the screws—you will use them
to reattach the mailbox later. If
you cannot remove the mailbox,
Cover the post with a plastic
painting sheet.

PREPARE A WORK AREA

Lay a plastic sheet and
cardboard under the mailbox.
If needed, the cardboard will
make it easy to move the mail-
box as it dries.

REMOVE THE FLAG
Remove the flag from the
mailbox.

PREP THE MAILBOX

Remove any rust from the
mailbox surface using a wire
brush or steel wool. Smooth out
any dents, and use a putty knife
to scrape off any stickers still
stuck on the mailbox. Remove
any stubborn adhesive with
an adhesive remover such as
Goo Gone.
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CLEAN THE MAILBOX

Use a clean sponge and soapy
water to clean the mailbox. Rinse
and dry with a clean microfiber
towel.

PRIME THE MAILBOX AND FLAG

Spray a thin coat of primer
onto the flag, then spray the
mailbox. You may need to apply
two coats depending on how
well the first coat goes on. If
there are patchy areas that
need additional primer, spray
on another coat.

PAINT THE MAILBOX AND FLAG

Once the primer is dry,
spray two thin coats of black
paint onto the entire mailbox.
Then, spray two thin coats of
red paint onto the flag. Two
coats are necessary for full and
even coverage.

Let the paint dry completely,

then use a drill to install the

Tools

Drill
Putty knife
Wire brush

Materials

Cardboard

Dish soap

Goo Gone

House numbers
Microfiber towel
Plastic painting sheets
Sponge

Spray paint

Spray primer

Steel wool

mailbox back onto the post with
the original screws.

NOTE: Be patient with this
step! I had to fix some smudged
spots and repaint them, so as
tempting as it is, wait until the
final coat of spray paint has
dried and hardened completely
before handling the mailbox.

REATTACH THE FLAG

Once the flag has dried
completely, reattach it to the
mailbox.

ATTACH THE

ADDRESS NUMBERS
After painting your mailbox,
add your house number.

For those who live in a city
or town, the U.S. Postal Service
guidelines state that every
curbside mailbox must display
the house number “in contrast-
ing color using neat letters and
numerals at least 1 in. high.”
If you live in a rural area, you
may also be required to put the
road or highway name on the
mailbox. This text should be
visible on the side of the box
facing the carrier’s regular ap-
proach or on the mailbox door
if it is grouped together with
others. »

E "E Video Online
Scan the QR code

15
@- to see a video
m of this project.

FamilyHandyman.com April/May 2025 47



e o
_—
& 2
® L4
@ @
@ &
L3 L
® &
L4 i
® &
& @
® Ed
® &
® L
@ @
® @
& ®

Whether you're tackling home repairs, assembling

furniture or starting your next DIY project,

having the right tools on hand can make all

& the difference. In this guide we go back to
basics, covering the must-have hand
tools every homeowner and
hobbyist should own.
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Get a Handle
on Hammers

Choosing the right claw hammer
comes down to how it feels in
your hand and how you plan to

use it. We'll help you find the
best style for your needs.

ne of the biggest factors in a hammer’s
Q comfort and durability is the material of the

handle. Three options dominate the market:
steel, fiberglass and wood. Each has its strengths
and trade-offs, so choosing the right one will depend
on how you work:

» Steel: The strongest of the bunch, steel handles
are a top choice among masons and demo crews.
It’s tough to beat a solid or welded piece of steel
when it comes to overall strength and durability—
steel hammerheads are even harder than titani-
um. However, steel handles are also the heaviest
option, and they tend to be the worst offenders for
causing vibrations that lead to repetitive strain
injuries and other ailments over time.

» Fiberglass: Fiberglass handles transmit less
vibration than steel, but still more than wood.
They are a top choice for electricians because
they are non-conductive; they’re popular among
plumbers and mechanics for their affordability.

» Wood: The lightest and the best at reducing vi-
bration, wood handles keep most of a hammer’s
weight up in the head (where it counts). They
can be replaced if damaged and can even be
customized for uber-particular hammer connois-
seurs. While not ideal for demo work, they are
preferred by those who swing a hammer all day,
such as framers, trim carpenters and siding in-
stallers. If a hammer is going to hang from your
pouch all day long, you probably don’t want it to
be super heavy. And if you drive a lot of nails, a
low-vibration wood handle reduces fatigue.

Estwing Curved Claw
Solid Steel Hammer
$26 » This well-balanced model
has a one-piece solid-steel
construction, a smooth face
and a shock-reducing rubber
grip for comfort and control.

Stanley 7-0z. Curve Claw
Fiberglass Hammer

$8 « Stanley’s nonconductive,
high-visibility handle, slip-
resistant grip and overstrike
protection plate come in at a
surprisingly affordable price.

ATINVLS

Vaughan & Bushnell 99
16-0z. Professional

Rip Hammer

$38 « A high-quality hickory
handle supports an alloy steel
head, featuring a large striking
face and a straight claw for
effortless wood ripping.

I "

At the end of the day, personal preference plays
a big role in choosing the right hammer. Some
folks love to swing a hammer with a heavy head
and a feather-light handle, while others prefer the
lower center of gravity of a steel-handled hammer.
Special features—such as strike guards, adjust-
able claws, side nail pullers and magnetized nail
holders—are also worth considering, depending on
your day-to-day needs.

Whenever possible, swing a hammer before you
buy. Test the weight, grip and balance to see what
suits you best. Check out the reliable options above,
and ask friends, neighbors or others on a jobsite
to try out their favorites too. You might just hit the
nail on the head!
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Slot In the Right
Screwdriver

Screwdrivers come in a dizzying array
of slot configurations and sizes. Here are
the five types you should start with.

Flat-Head
The original screwdriver, the flat-head, has a paddle-
shaped tip that fits into a single-slot screw head. In
older houses, you're almost guaranteed to find flat-
head screws.

Flat-head screwdrivers come in a range of sizes—
too small, and the tool will slip; too large, and it won’t
fit. Not sure which size you need? Invest in a set.

Phillips
Invented in 1933, the Phillips-head screw has a
cross-shaped slot. It’s the most common screw type

Klein Tools

#2 Phillips
Screwdriver
$11 « An easy-grip
rubber handle,

a precision-
machined head
that resists

@EH]

in the U.S., found in everything from cabinetry
to electronics.

Phillips screwdrivers come to a dull point and
have ribs that fit in the cross grooves. Sizes range
from tiny to enormous. The most common sizes are
#1, #2 and #3. If you only buy one, opt for a #2—it
covers the most ground.

Robertson
The Robertson head, aka square head, dates back to
1907. Long common in Canada, it’s gaining ground
in the U.S. because it resists slipping better than the
Phillips head.

Robertson screwdrivers primarily come in four
sizes: #0, #1, #2 and #3. You’re most likely to need
a #2, followed by #1 and #3.

Hex-Head

Screwdrivers for hex-head screws, aka Allen wrench-
es, have a distinctive L-shape for minimum clearance
and maximum torque in tight spaces. You’ll find hex-
head screws on faucet handles, towel rack brackets,

your garbage disposal and, of course, Ikea furniture.

You can buy individual Allen wrenches, but a set is
almost always the better choice (see an affordable
option from Amazon Basics on the next page).

Torx
Torx is a trademark name for screws with a six-
pointed star-shaped head. They provide a better
grip than other screw heads and prevent stripping.
Sizes range from T1 to T40, so even more than other
screwdrivers, it’s better to buy a set. You’ll find Torx
screws on household appliances and in HVAC compo-
nents. Builders are also increasingly using mid-size
Torx screws for decking, fencing, framing and more.

Ronmar 13-Piece

slippage and Craftsman Magnetic Torx
an anticorrosive I' Slotted Acetate Screwdriver Set
chrome-plated | Screwdriver Set $20 « This versatile set

blade make this ||
screwdriver from
Klein a practical
addition to any
toolbox.
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$18 « Durable, heat-treated
alloy steel blades and
acetate handles ensure
these five tools are ready
to tackle quick repairs.

is easy to store and keep
organized, thanks to a
convenient case. And the
crack-resistant handles
stand up to regular use.
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Complete Your Collection

Stock your toolbox with these everyday MVPs,
and you'll be ready for any job around the house

1. FastCap ProCarpenter
Tape Measure, 16 ft.
Standard Reverse ($8)
Measure lumber, room
dimensions and more

2. Amazon Basics Hex
Key Set, 26 Piece ($17)
Assemble furniture; adjust
appliances, bicycles and
automotive components

3. Workpro 9-in. Magnetic
Torpedo Level ($9) Hang

wall art, mount shelves

4. Swanson Speedlite
Square ($5) Check corners,
mark angles, scribe lines,
guide saw cuts

5. Milwaukee Fastback
Folding Utility Knife with
Blade Storage ($15) Open
packages, break down boxes
or remove old caulk

6. Husky 8-in. Adjustable
Wrench ($14) Tighten or
loosen bolts, nuts and
plumbing fasteners

7. Irwin Vise-Grip 6-in.
Long-Nose Pliers ($12)
Grip, bend and pull wire;
extract items from hard-to-
reach places; remove staples
and small nails »
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STAY SAFE

IN THE HOME YOU LOVE

DID YOU KNOW?
v~ 1lin4 seniors will fall this year.*
v~ Most falls happen on the stairs.

! Acorn Stairlifts has the best

&7, OF AN ACORN
O3 STAIRLIFT!

PLUS, RECEIVE A FREE STAIRLIFT BUYING
GUIDE & DVD JUST FOR CALLING!
1-866-234-2906
*According to the COC. **MNot valid on previous purchases. Not
iodel Ony vald ‘owas purchse o 3 NEW Jcom Silen ,
directly from the manufactures, $250 discount will be applied to

new orders. Please mention this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722,
CA 842619, MN LCGTDEBE, DN 50110, OR CCB 198508, A1
88, WA ACORNSIES40B, WY WVD40654, MA HIC169938, M ACORN
13VHOTT52300, PA PAIOISET, CT ELV C425003-R5, AK 134057 .1 1zi157Ts

These Quick &
Easy Activities
Will Keep Your

Brain Sharp at
80— Start Now!

Think your brain is too old to learn new tricks? Think
again! Research shows neurons can still form in your
brain well into your 90s. Our friends at The Healthy
compiled a list of 15 simple habits that when started
at age 50, can protect your memory and resilience for
years to come.

Scan the QR code now
to find out what you can start doing today!

Brought to you by the editors at The Healthy.

Crwelit o Ceetty Ireagne

ALL-NEW DIY BOOK FOR 2025

GET THE
YEAR'S BEST

DIY TIPS, REPAIRS
& PROJECTS!

Getting ready to fix up the house? Save
time and money on all your plans with
The Best of Family Handyman 2025!

You'll find idea-packed chapters loaded
with expert advice on repairs, projects
and upgrades for your entire home.
Save hundreds of dollars in home
improvements by doing them yourself!

WHAT'S INSIDE:

v 550+ Tips & Projects that solve
common household problems while
building value in your home.

v/ Bonus Special Sections filled with
practical, no-nonsense advice every
homeowner needs.

/" Detailed Photos & lllustrations,
plus step-by-step directions, cutting
guides and shopping lists.

E . E
-

Scan & Order Online

CLAIM YOUR COPY TODAY!
ONLY $10, including FREE SHIPPING, at
familyhandyman.com/FH2502SA
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BEST PRO TIPS

Indoor Pest

Bugs bugging you? Keep
unwelcome guests out of your
home for good with guidance

from an expert.
BY ALLY CHILDRESS

Advice
from experts,

tips from
readers
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Toolkit Best Pro Tips

hether you’re a home-
owner or a renter,
you’ve probably dealt

with pests from time to time.
And you’re not alone: About 80%
of Americans have seen at least
one pest species in their home,
according to a 2024 YouGov poll.
Some are relatively harmless,
such as that trail of ants feasting
on a stray piece of your dog’s
kibble. Others, such as roaches
and rodents, are a significant
health concern.

Shannon Harlow-Ellis, an
associate certified entomologist
and a technical services manager
with Mosquito Joe, part of the
Neighborly company, is fascinat-
ed by insects of all stripes. “Their
biology and behavior showcase
an amazing adaptability to
environmental changes, and they
seize every opportunity to ensure

their survival,” Harlow-Ellis says.

“It’s this resilience and ingenuity
that keeps me intrigued.”

Use these tips to learn how
to prevent pests from becoming
permanent, unwelcome guests.

Signs of a Pest Problem
It depends on the room, but any
time you see rodent droppings,
frass (insect excrement) or actual
bugs and animals, you should
investigate.

In your kitchen, look for
“droppings, gnaw marks on
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Sprinkle Mosquito Bits in
houseplant soil to control
stubborn fungus gnats.

food packaging, grease trails or
live insects,” Harlow-Ellis says.
Roaches and rodents also tend
to give off strange odors.

Moths and carpet beetles
leave holes in clothing and
upholstery, while blood specks
and bites could mean bedbugs.
Chewed wiring and nesting
materials point to rodents, espe-
cially in attics, basements and
garages.

Seeing an occasional spider or
centipede is usually no cause for
alarm, but if you see one cock-
roach, you likely have more:
“Roaches are rarely solitary,”
Harlow-Ellis says.

How Pests Get In

Most pests enter your home the
same way you do: They walk
right in. To an ant, roach or
mouse, any opening they can
fit through might as well be a
welcome mat. Exterior cracks,
gaps around plumbing vents and
pipes, even shipping boxes and
grocery bags are like open win-
dows and doors (and they enter
through those t00).
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Where Pests Hide

If you’ve ever seen a bug skitter
under the stove, you already
know that pests prefer to con-
gregate in dark spots away from
people. Temperature plays a role
too. “Often, pests like the heat
that is produced by appliances,”
Harlow-Ellis says. “Cockroaches,
for example, like warm, tight ar-
eas where they can have at least

Harlow-Ellis says to skip the
kitchen steel wool pads and go
for sturdier copper or steel mesh.
Follow it up with caulk to secure.
Check your cupboards for
little-used or forgotten bins, and
get rid of their contents periodi-
cally. “Keeping dry goods such as
flour, cornmeal, nuts and herbs
tightly sealed in airtight contain-
ers will help, and they should

“To an ant, roach or
mouse, any opening they
can fit through might as
well be a welcome mat.”

three sides of their body touching
a secure surface.”

Harlow-Ellis also notes some
surprise locations, such as
behind wallpaper (roaches eat
almost anything, including
paper and glue), and even inside
electronic devices. Fungus gnats
breed in refrigerator drip pans,
which provide water, food and
safe harbor.

Check your houseplants for
gnats too. Moist soil offers the
gnats many of the same re-
sources. If reduced watering
and emptying excess water from
plant saucers doesn’t help, you
can treat the soil with an organic
Bacillus thuringiensis israelen-
sis (BTI) product, such as Sum-
mit Mosquito Bits, labeled for
controlling fungus gnat larvae
on houseplants.

Protect Your Home
Longtime homeowners likely
know the basics, such as main-
taining a clean home, keeping
leaf litter picked up, and seal-
ing small cracks with silicone
caulk. But for larger openings,

be rotated out at least annually,”
Harlow-Ellis says. For extra se-
curity with pest-attracting pantry
items, “look at freezing them, as
this would Kkill any potential lar-
vae that may be in the products.”

When to Call a Pro

DIY pest control can keep costs
down and is a great option for
the occasional bug sighting. But
for serious infestations or health
risks, ask for help.

Harlow-Ellis recalls a situation
involving a homeowner who was
seeing visions of purple flying
pests. “What we found was both
shocking and concerning,” she
says. The homeowner had tried to
eradicate Indian meal moths by
filling her home with hundreds
of mothballs. “This excessive
exposure led to hallucinations,
creating her imagined pests.”

A welfare check followed, and
she received help for both the
moths and her health. “Some-
times pest issues get beyond our
tolerance or experience level,
and then it is time to call a pro-
fessional,” says Harlow-Ellis.

MEET THE PRO Shannon Harlow-Ellis is an associate
certified entomologist and a technical services manager
for Mosquito Joe. She has a lifelong love of insects.

How to Give
Ants the Boot

Unfortunately, you can't
completely get rid of
ants, but these measures
will help:

* Use prepackaged bait
stations. Ant colonies
send out scouts to find
and bring food back to
the nest, so you can
use that against them.

e Make your own bait.
Shannon Harlow-Ellis
suggests a DIY ant
treatment made of
boric acid or borax-
based ant bait. If you
know what food the
ants like, try mixing
the borax with the
tasty bait. Or sprinkle
diatomaceous earth
around your home’s
entry points. It won't
harm people or pets,
but it causes insects
to dry out.

e Spray your foundation.
Odorous house ants, for
example, may resist the
effect of bait stations. If
that's the case for you,
spray your foundation
with insecticides. Read
the directions carefully
and apply as instructed.

e Eliminate the nest. If
there’s a nest in your
walls, you can inject an
insecticide powder or
aerosol into wall voids,
but you should consider
calling a pro. Serious
infestations of carpenter
ants and other hard-to-
manage pests are not
something to mess
around with. e
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Toolkit Fix-It Focus

Quick and Easy
Furniture Facelifts

Bring your favorite tables, bookshelves and
chairs back to life with some fundamental fixes

BY FAMILY HANDYMAN EDITORS

. How do I stabilize a wobbly
+ wooden chair?

Adding braces is often the fastest way to fix a wobble. Chair braces are

better looking and much stiffer than L-brackets, and they are available
at most hardware stores in finishes such as chrome, brass or bronze.

To avoid splitting the wood during install, drill Y&-in. pilot holes before

driving in the screws. Adding metal braces may not restore the chair’s
original sturdiness, but it's a quick fix that will reliably prevent it from
coming apart.
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Q " Is there an easy way

" to hide scratches on
wood furniture?

Yes, wax! To revive a finish, rub
colored paste wax over the entire
surface and buff. This isn't a
perfect fix; heavy scratches or
dents will still be visible. But light
scratches and wear will almost
disappear. For the ultimate
camouflage, pick a color that's
slightly darker than the finish.
You can find Minwax or Briwax
colored paste wax at some paint
stores or order it online.

* What’s a quick fix for

: sagging bookshelves?
Sometimes you can simply flip
shelves over to fix the sag—but
eventually they’ll droop again.
Here's a permanent solution: Add
supports that fit tight between the
shelves. Pine stair tread, which
has a rounded front edge, is
perfect for this. It's available at all
home centers, and many stores
will cut it to length for you. You
can paint or stain the supports to
match the shelves, of course. But
if the shelves hold books, consider
staining them a color similar to
your books. You'll be surprised at
how well they blend in.

Q * Is it better to sand or strip wood furniture?

* The decision to sand or strip wood furniture is determined by the
condition of the wood and what you wish the finish to be. If you want to
restain it a different color altogether, then you must strip it. If you wish

to revive a surface that doesn’t have a previous stain under the sealer,

you can sand it and reapply a sealer.

Stabilize Chairs with Epoxy

Epoxy is a polymer made with liquid epoxy resin
mixed with chemical hardener. It's availablein ~__ *®
convenient tear-and-squeeze packets and can '
be used like glue to keep joints stable. For

example, when a chair has one or two loose

dowel joints but you can’t get the rest of them apart,

inject epoxy into the loose joints using a syringe. Once mixed, most
epoxy is too thick to push through a syringe, but epoxy used for
fiberglass boat repair (like the one shown here) has the right
consistency. To inject it, drill Ys-in. holes in an inconspicuous place
in line with the dowels. Aim for the cavity behind each dowel. Insert

the syringe into the hole, then inject the epoxy until it runs out of the
joint. Push the joint together, then wipe off the excess. ®

AN
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Spring
into Action

Family Handyman readers
share field-tested tips for tackling
your seasonal to-do list

Micro Greenhouses

Do you have a hard time starting
seeds or cuttings? Try soda bottle
greenhouses. Cut the bottoms off
2-liter soda bottles and remove the
labels. Each seed gets its own
designated greenhouse! Remove
the bottles once the seeds have
germinated and the cuttings are
rooted. —Katy Zimmerman
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Corral Your Clippings

When I'm trimming hedges, | use a plastic kiddie pool to catch the
clippings, kicking it along as | go. The clippings fall into the pool, making
cleanup a snap. When I'm done trimming, | dump the clippings into my
mulch pile. —Benjamin Meyer

Smarter Seed Storage

If you don’t use up all your seed packets in the garden, store them in an
airtight container with silica packets to keep them fresh for next year. The
silica keeps the seeds from germinating or getting moldy. —Greg McManus

Keep Your Car
Smelling Fresh

| make my own car air fresheners
with scented candle wax. All you
need to do is punch holes in the
lid of a Mason jar with a hammer
and a large nail, add the wax to
the jar and replace the lid. As
your car heats up, the wax will
melt, releasing the fragrance.
—James Alvarado

Mint Tin
Emergency Kit

Here's a safety tip for outdoorsy
types: Use an empty Altoids tin to
create a compact emergency kit.
Pack it with strike-anywhere
matches, Band-Aids, essential
meds, a bit of gaffer tape (for
taping together broken toes or
other emergency needs), antibiotic
ointment, a whistle, etc. You can
customize the case based on your
specific adventure. Keep it in your
pocket while you look for kindling,
on your day hike—wherever you
go, it goes. —Timothy Grabowski
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Cover It with Cardboard

Cardboard can be used to safely, cheaply and easily kill grass when
you are preparing for a mulch bed. First, cover the area with cardboard,

saturate it with water and add a 4-in. layer of mulch on top of the Hedge Trimmer
cardboard. Then walk away and forget about it! Note: Make sure to h h
use cardboard that does not contain ink. —Gregory Krueger S eat

| lost my hedge trimmer’s blade
sheath, so | had to get creative
to safely store the tool. A piece
of foam pipe insulation was
just right. | cut two "2-in. foam
tubes to the length of the hedge
trimmer blade. The tubes are
slit down their length, so they
slide easily over the blades.
Three 4-in. bungee cords hold
them in place. —Thomas Curran

Want
More
Hints?
If you're a
subscriber,
scan the QR code here to
get 25+ of our best home
organization tips, plus a
step-by-step project for

/! Vi P WETF S T a garage storage lift.
s : : e Not a subscriber? Go to
Stow-and-Go Trunk Bumpers FamilyHandyman.com

. . ) . /2startnow to get started.
Keep a couple of sections of pipe insulation or pool noodles in your trunk

to protect both the car’s paint and your oversized cargo. —Andrew Poole
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Potted Plant
Vacation Irrigation

Headed out for the weekend

but worried about coming home
to drooping plants? Have no fear!
| love this solution shared by
garden blogger Dominique
Charles on the Today show. First,
rinse out an empty wine bottle
and fill it with clean water. Then
quickly invert the bottle and
insert the neck into the soil.
Give the bottle a second to level
out and make sure it will stay
upright. The weight distribution
of the water in the bottle means
the water won't rush into the soil
all at once. Instead, it will slowly
trickle out over the next few
days, functioning as an irrigation
drip system for the plant. —Alice
Knisley Matthias

P A Yy
. o ‘»ar};- , 1&_ P
Give Your Birdbath a Bath

Create a safe, appealing environment for backyard birds by keeping your
birdbath clean. Use a simple vinegar-water mixture—instead of a harsher
alternative like bleach—to remove algae without posing harm to your
feathered friends. Start by rinsing the birdbath with a high-pressure garden
hose nozzle to remove dirt and debris, then drain. Mix 1 part vinegar with

9 parts water in a bucket, pour the solution into the birdbath, and scrub with
a heavy-duty bristle brush or sponge. For tough grime, repeat as needed.
Rinse away any remaining dirt and vinegar solution, then refill the birdbath
with clean water no more than 2 in. deep. —Samuel Rosenmayer, projects editor

Share your Handy Hints with us at FamilyHandyman.com/submissions.
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Get our best tips and hints

sent to your inbox. Sign up at
familyhandyman.com/newsletter.

Got a DIY question?

Finding the answers is easy at
familyhandyman.com. Click on
the three bars at the top left of the
page and then search your topic
for expert step-by-step help with
your projects.

Got a handy hint or tip for us?
To share your original idea with us,
submit a copy of your contribution,
including photos and/or sketches
online at: familyhandyman.com
/submissions

Or mail to: Family Handyman,
1610 N. 2nd St., Suite 102,
Milwaukee, WI 53212

Please include your name, mailing
address and email address if you
have one, and indicate to which
department you are submitting.
We reserve the right to publish
your submission in any appro-
priate department, or elsewhere.
Contributions will not be acknowl-
edged or returned.

Rights
By submitting material to us, you
grant Home Service Publications,
Inc., its parent company subsid-
iaries, affiliates, partners and
licensees worldwide use of the
material without time limitation,
including the right to use your
name and city/state/province in
connection with any such use. We
reserve the right to modify, repro-
duce and distribute your material
in any medium (now or hereafter
existing) and in any manner or ap-
propriate place, including but not
limited to magazines, promotional
merchandise and marketing, and
other related materials.

By submitting material to us,
you represent and warrant that

you have full authority to grant
the rights set forth above and that
your material will not, in whole

or in part, infringe the intellectual
property rights, rights of privacy
or publicity, or any other rights of
any third party. You further rep-
resent and warrant that you have
attained the legal age of majority
in your state/province (18 in most
states/provinces). If you're a minor
under the law of your state/prov-
ince, your parent or guardian must
submit on your behalf.

Customer Care
For subscriptions, payments, ac-
count info, renewals, gifts and oth-
er inquiries, email: customercare@
Jfamilyhandyman.com or visit:
familyhandyman.com/customercare.
You can also write to: Family
Handyman Customer Care, PO
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Comments and Suggestions
We welcome your ideas and opin-
ions. Write to: The Editor, Family
Handyman, 1610 N. 2nd St., Suite
102, Milwaukee, WI 53212. Email:
feedback@familyhandyman.com.

To Request Permission
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If you’d like permission to reprint
any material that appears in
Family Handyman, please write to
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Please include as much detail as
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issue date and page number (or
URL, as applicable) where the ma-
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send an email to permissions@
tmbi.com.
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Show & Tell

Ultimate Gnome Home

A Family Handyman reader transformed the stump of
a cherished oak tree into a backyard statement piece

After having a large
oak tree taken down,
my wife and | asked the
tree service to leave the
stump and decided to
make a gnome home.

| went right to my stash
of scrap lumber and
sketched a design in
my mind. The artificial
turf and gnomes were
the only items | had to
purchase. The door is
special, though. It is
made from wood floor
salvaged from my
childhood home, which
was destroyed by
Hurricane Michael in
2018. Gardening in this
part of the yard had
been a challenge, so
this gnome home was
the perfect solution.
We plant annuals around
the border to add color.
While this was not

an afternoon project,

| completed it with
basic power tools and
scraps that | had been
saving for the perfect
project. —David Moore
Powder Springs, GA®

More Online

Add a bit of whimsy

to your yard with a
Little Free Library. Scan
the QR code below for
our easy instructions.
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Share your projects with us at FamilyHandyman.com/submissions.
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HANDS FREE,
JUSTSTEP IN & GO

Introducing new Skechers
Hands Free Slip-ins®, Putting
on your shoes has never been
easier. No bending over

No pulling them on,

JUST STEP IN AND GO.

Exclusive Heel Pillow™
holds your foot securely in place!

NEVER HAVE TO TOUCH
YOUR SHOES AGAIN
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