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From The
Editor-In-Chief

recently attended a launch event for the new line of Craftsman tools. In

Baltimore, Maryland, | joined dozens of other media representatives in

the arenas of home improvement, automotive and landscaping to get
an advance look at 1,200 new products the company is unrolling in late
2018. We ate lots of blue crab, raced go-carts (and lawnmowers), and got
up close and personal with a brand-new array of power tools and hand
tools.

Some of my favorite items include a self-calibrating stud finder that
gives separate indications for the edge of a stud and the center of a
stud. The company’s new walk-behind mower starts with the push of a
button, using the same V20 battery that powers the entire new Craftsman
cordless tool line. We tested a cordless, compact wet-cutting tile saw
that’s easy to carry and operates off the same V20 battery. Plus, there’s
a new Craftsman tape measure that boasts an 11-foot standoff, which is
handy when you're working by yourself.

And that’s just the tip of the iceberg with hundreds of items set to roll
out, including a full lineup of storage solutions, power tool accessories,
plus gas-powered, cordless and corded outdoor equipment.

It's good to see this iconic brand reestablish itself in the world of tools.
| used Craftsman tools growing up, as did my dad and his father as well.
I'm a sucker for nostalgia, and I'm a fan of quality tools. And not only is
Craftsman a fine American brand, but | was glad to learn of the compa-
ny’s renewed commitment to offer products that are made in the USA
(using global materials).

“Made in the USA” is a strong selling point for some people, myself
included. | like to think my home team in America can compete (and
surpass) our friends overseas in terms of manufacturing quality products.
Just like | would take pride in any job I've done well, | can also appreciate
a job done well by my neighbors at Craftsman. | don’'t mean to detract
from the fine engineering and manufacturing that brings us products from
other countries—craftsmanship that | often use and always respect. But
there is a certain emotional attachment to a quality tool made in the USA
that foreign-made tools can’t offer. And it goes a bit deeper than simply
pulling for the home team.

If a tool was made in the USA, then an American worker made that
tool. Moreover, an American workforce made that tool, meaning many
different people filled very important roles to bring that tool from its
initial concept to the sales channel. That means those people are
engaged in meaningful work, they’re providing for their families, they're
expanding the economy and giving rise to the
myriad opportunities that a strong economy
can bring to a country.

In other words, when a classic American
company invests in American workers then
everyone in America can eventually benefit
down the line. So, good for Craftsman.
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Questions About Home Building, Remodeling? Have Your Own

How-To Tip? Visit our blog at blog.extremehowto.com
and click on Ask Our Experts.

[ )
Q e Can | apply polyurethane over a wood floor without having to first strip off the old polyurethane?

A e Yes, a polyurethane-finished hardwood can be recoated if you take the proper steps to prep the finish. First,
e lightly sand with No. 2 steel wool or a dull 120- to 150-grit abrasive screen using a heavy floor buffer. Using
a sanding block or 1/4-sheet

sander, sand the corners, edges
and beneath cabinet toe-kicks.
Sweep up the dust and vacuum to
clean the entire floor. Wipe a tack
cloth over the floor to pick up
remaining dust or debris. (Dampen
the cloth with water, floor cleaner or
paint thinner). Reapply the oil-based
poly along the edges of the floor
CDNERETE REPA'RS MAD E EASY with a brush and then recoat the

remainder of the floor with a lamb's

wool applicator (or synthetic paint
ACHIEUE pad for thinner coat). Always apply

FAST’ STHDNG’ the finish in the same direction of
the wood grain.

& DURABLE Note: If using a water-based

HESULTS topcoat, avoid sanding the floor

with steel wool and don’t use paint

thinner on your tack cloth. You will

also need a special applicator for
water-based polyurethane.

Wi
T"H:—-ENTALL

— '".'.' s | Q o What's the best way to mount
i e a TV onto a brick wall?
. -1 18

A e To hang a TV on a brick or

e cement wall, we recommend
using sleeve or wedge anchors and
a metal TV mount. You will also
need a hammer-drill and a masonry
bit to drill pilot holes for the anchors.
TV mounting products are available
Ideal for structural restoration, vertical and overhead repairs, crack and in a variety of shapes, sizes and
spall repairs, anchoring, grouting, floor repairs, stucco repair, and mare. designs, but generally require
mounting a bracket onto the wall,
and then mounting the TV to the
bracket. Some larger systems have
a separate bracket that mounts to
the TV and then attaches to the
wall bracket. Have an assistant

- W5, HomeDapaot com ravierw help determine the best mounting
location and then level the wall-
mount on the wall. Adjust its posi-
tion so the predrilled screw holes in
the mounting plate are located over

“This product is amazing. | used it for the first time
on a cinder block chimney with cracks and mortar
Jjoints missing...looks fantastic, fooks new, easy to
apply, and it set up real fast.”

888-321-0845 | CTScement.com | Available at The Home Depot
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Questions About Home Building, Remodeling? Have Your Own

How-To Tip? Visit our blog at blog.extremehowto.com
and click on Ask Our Experts.

PEEL-TEKIT
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WINDOW SEALS ¢
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GREAT ON POROUS SURFACES LIKE BRICK, STUCCO, CONCRETE, AND UN-TREATED WOOD.

DOES NOT BLEED OR SEEP LIKE TRADITIONAL MASKING AS IT PROVIDES CONTOUR-HUGGING,
SKIN-TIGHT MASKING ON THE MOST TEXTURED SURFACES.

JUST BRUSH OR ROLL ON AND PEEL OFF WHEN
THE PROJECT IS COMPLETE!

qﬁ!fkiq{wm OF T4

USE CODE “TRYNOW” FOR 10% OFF YOUR FIRST PURCHASE AT WWW.PEEL-TEK.COM!
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the mortar joints in the brick wall (rather than over the brick face, which is more brittle). Use at least four fastener
locations in a rectangular pattern on the wall bracket. Mark the holes, remove the wall-mount, and use the hammer-
drill to bore pilot holes the same diameter as your anchors (plus 1/4-in. deeper than their length). For brick, we
recommend 1/4- or 3/8-in. sleeve anchors 3 inches long. Reposition the wall-mount. Make sure the washers are

in place and the nuts are sitting flush on the ends of the sleeve anchors, then tap the sleeves into the holes. Use a

wrench to tighten down the nuts to
secure the wall mount to the wall
(usually 2-3 full rotations). Then,
screw the TV (or TV bracket) to the
wall-mount, according to your kit's
instructions.

Q o I’'m making a drainage

e ditch in my landscape.
What type of rock should | use for
the drainage?

A e Drainage gravel made of

e crushed rock (usually gray

in color) is normally 1 to 2 inches
long, also used for driveways and
building foundations. Another option
for drainage is shell gravel made

of ground shells and other natural
materials found on beaches, most
often used in the coastal regions
where it is produced. Some types of
landscaping gravel are comprised of
smooth, round stones selected as a
more decorative option than the
standard gray gravel. River rock is a
popular type of smooth gravel and is
usually 1 to 2 inches in diameter.
This rock type is often installed in
ponds or landscape areas with mini-
mal foot traffic. Pebbles are another
type of rounded drainage material
much smaller than river rock and
often used for French drain applica-
tions. Visit your local nurseries and
garden centers to see a broad
selection of drainage gravel in
various aggregate sizes and color
tones. E
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By Joseph Truini

woodworker or hobbyist, you

probably have to sand wood on
a regular basis. The often tedious
and messy process becomes
much easier and faster when you
use an electric benchtop sander.

Unlike portable sanders, such
as a belt sander or random orbit
sander, benchtop sanders are sta-
tionary sanding machines that you
can park on a workbench or set up
on sawhorses. Generally speaking,
benchtop sanders are much more
powerful and have greater sanding
capacity than portable sanders,
but the real advantage is that you

I f you're an active do-it-yourselfer,

ExtremeHowTo.com

can use both hands to control the
workpiece.

Here, I'll take a detailed look at
the three most popular benchtop
models: belt-and-disk sander,
oscillating spindle sander and
drum sander. With these three
sanders—and the correct abra-
sive—you can sand virtually any
surface or edge you're likely to
encounter. Each type of sander
comes in different sizes and con-
figurations, and in a wide range
of prices.

Caution: Most benchtop sanders
have a dust port for attaching a
wet/dry vacuum, which does a

very good job at capturing a
majority of the sanding dust.
However, it’s still advisable to
wear a dust mask, or better yet,
a dual-cartridge respirator when
sanding wood, especially if the
board is painted or varnished.

BELT-AND-DISK SANDER
This versatile two-in-one tool
combines a large belt sander with
a round disk sander into one com-
pact, benchtop machine. The disk
sander, which is typically between
6 and 10 inches in diameter, is
ideal for sanding both square and
curved ends onto boards. Plus, it's

As its name implies, a belt-and-disk
sander consists of a round sanding
disk and a large, flat sanding belt.

The adjustable table on the disk
sander tilts up to at least 45
degrees to permit precise sanding
of miters, bevels, chamfers and
other angles.
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equipped with a tilting worktable
that accepts a miter gauge so you
can use the disk to precisely sand
square and angled workpieces.

On most belt-and-disk sanders, the
sanding belt can be positioned
vertically for easier end sanding.

The belt sander, which is
typically about 4x36 inches or
6x48 inches, has a large, flat
platen that permits sanding long,
wide boards. On most models,
the belt is adjustable so you can
set it horizontally, vertically or at
an angle in between. If you're only
going to get one benchtop sander,
make it a belt-and-disk sander,
and buy the largest one you can
afford.

OSCILLATING SPINDLE
SANDER

An oscillating spindle sander is
the type of woodworking tool you
could probably do without— that
is, until you get one. Then you'll
wonder how you ever got along
without it! Not only is it a super-
effective sanding machine, but
it's also a blast to use.

The sanding drum of an oscillating
spindle sander spins in circles and
moves up and down at the same
time.

An oscillating spindle sander is
essentially a dual-motion drum
sander built into a stationary table.
But, unlike a standard drum
sander, which just spins around,
an oscillating spindle sander
spins in circles and oscillates up
and down simultaneously. The

14
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Available at

participalting

Big Box and
Hardware stores
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The Squeeeeek No More” kit stops floor squeaks
through carpeted floors using a special screw that
passes safely through the carpet. When used
on hardwood floors, the screw breaks 1/5 of an inch
below the surface of the floor. A small hole is left
that can be easily concealed with wood filler.

O'Berry Enterprises, Inc.

800-459-8428
= patrick8742 @yahoo.com
5306 Business Parkway
Ringwood, IL 60072
E - www floorsqueaks.com
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electric
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e Does not require water

e Clothes dry faster,
saving time and energy

e Double filter system
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¢ Protects indoor
air qualitv
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CRAFTSMAN V20 CORDLESS RANDOM
ORBIT SANDER

For sanding power on the go, the Craftsman V20 Random Orbit Sander with
12,000 OPM's is ideal for surface preparation, flattening seams, and removing paint
or varnish. This smooth-running sander offers a low-profile design, includes a detach-
able dust bag and is vacuum compatible with most 1-1/4 in. hoses. It also is built
with a dust-proof switch for durability. The EHT staff had an opportunity to test this
new sander at the Craftsman Product Launch in Baltimore this year.

Visit www.craftsman.com.

Essential Non-Scratch

SCRAPER
TOOL!

\,
@&

* Unique rounded tip — better
scraper than a fingernail

Second flat-edged tip — won’t
scratch like a screwdriver

Remove stickers, tape, caulk,
putty, grime & more

Perfect for home improvement projects

Visit us at www.scrigit-scraper.com or Amazon
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Saves Time and Effort When
Cleaning Small Surfaces,
Edges & Grooves

Available in
2-packs or 5-packs

The Ridgid Model EB4424 is an
oscillating spindle sander that
converts to an oscillating belt
sander.

result is a near-perfect tool for
precisely sanding curves, con-
tours and other irregular shapes.

The sander comes with several
interchangeable rubber drums
(a.k.a. spindles) of various diame-
ters, and an assortment of abra-
sive sleeves that slip onto the
drums. Install the size drum that
matches the radius or curve of
the piece you're sanding.

It's worth mentioning that
Ridgid makes a unique oscillating
spindle sander that converts from
spindle sanding to oscillating belt
sanding, effectively doubling the
versatility of the tool.

DRUM SANDER

Drum sanders were once
only found in professional shops,
but new benchtop models have
brought drum sanding to the
home woodworker as well. A
drum sander is designed for
smoothing long boards, panels
and doors. It's essentially a
giant, stationary belt sander.

To use the sander, start by
turning the hand crank to adjust
the opening in the machine to
match the thickness of the work-
piece. (The Jet model shown
accommodates boards up to
3 inches thick and 20 inches
wide.) Next, turn on the motor
and feed the work into the
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sander. An auto-feed system moves the
board across the abrasive belt at an
even, consistent speed; usually about
12 feet per minute. Retrieve the board
from the other side and, if desired,
crank down the handle a little and feed
the board through again for another
sanding. Be sure to make only light
passes; trying to remove too much
wood in one pass will overload the
motor and stall the sander. EHT

Editor’s Note: Joseph Truini is a
home-improvement expert who writes
extensively about do-it-yourself home
remodeling and repair, woodworking
projects, and tools and techniques.
He has authored six books and his
work has appeared in several national

magazines. To see a wide selection of A benchtop drum sander is
the kinds of sanders described in this designed for smoothing wide, long
article, visit the Home Depot website. boards and flat workpieces.

Need an extra hand?
Lift, shift, align,
level and plumb.
Holds up to

300 Ibs!

AirSHIM

» Great for window, door, l :
cabinet and appliance installs "WWAIRSHIN o oM

# Raise and lower to perfect
alignments, by yourself!

e Durable, no-scuff cover leaves
no marks

Call 1-800-854-8075
or visit WWW.AIRSHIM.COM
for video and more information,

CALCULATED !5— =
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For over 30 years, Mighty Mule® has offered the “Do It Yourselfer”
professional-grade gate openers that are both affordable and easy
to install. Now, we bring that same spirit to a new line of garage
door openers.

Three new models meet every need. Two models come with
smart ready technology for connecting to the Mighty Mule Garage
Door app, which lets you monitor and control the opener from the
convenience of your mobile phone, The app works with Amazon
Alexa and Google Assistant for voice control. Plus, it tracks activity
to notify you of who used the garage door opener or light, and when
they were used.

Powerful DC motor (3/4 HPe to 1 Y HPe) coupled with steel-
reinforced belt drive provide super quiet operafion.

7' T-Rail (expandable to 8') for easy assembly.

Preinstalled dimmable LED light panels. No need to install or
replace a light bulb ever.

Exceptional Mighty Mule Warranty

For more information and to purchase,
visit www.mightymule.com
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Alternative Heating for the Home

A Glance at Popular Options

20

ost homeowners use
forced-air systems to heat
their homes, and these

systems rely on oil or natural gas,
which have a tendency to rise in
price. Heating the home with alter-
native methods can conserve
energy and money, while benefit-
ting the environment by reducing
fossil fuel emissions. From stoves
that burn alternative fuels to geot-
hermal technology and solar
power, homeowners have many
options to warm the household.

STOVE HEAT
If you aren’t afraid of the extra
labor of cutting wood, stacking

ExtremeHowTo.com

logs and loading the stove, wood
makes an excellent fuel—just ask
a California firefighter. Wood is an
easily renewable resource that
evokes a classic, rustic atmos-
phere when burned as fuel in a
stove or fireplace. Plus, the latest
fireplaces and stoves have evolved
beyond the messy, inefficient
clunkers of yesteryear. The latest
models burn more cleanly and
efficiently without the dangerous
creosote buildup. Most of what
goes up the chimney is just carbon
dioxide and water vapor. There is
very little smoke or odor. The new
units are more attractive, with
styles to fit just about every décor,

Some newer multi-fuel pellet
stoves are rated as some of the
most efficient stoves on the
market. Shown is the Lopi AGP
Pellet Stove.

including accents, stone inlays,
tiled borders and more. Plus,
they’'re easier to operate.

Stoves that burn dried wheat,
corn, or pellets made from dehy-
drated wood chips have spiked
in popularity. New multi-fuel
stoves allow you to burn all three
environmentally friendly fuels in
the same stove. Some multi-fuel
stoves feature thermostat controls
that regulate the feed rate of the
fuel to maintain a set tempera-
ture. When used to heat your
home, multi-fuel stoves can cut
your energy bill as much as 70
percent. These alternative fuels
are good for the environment
because they are made of end-
lessly renewable materials that
do not rely on fossil fuels.

Although corn, wheat and pel-
lets also require much less stor-
age space than wood, it should
be noted that the stove owner
will need a dry place to store the

When used to heat your home,
multi-fuel stoves can cut your
energy bill as much as 70 percent.
Photo © tiero.



00rS, N0 eX] f_. n'Jr aterials or mess

|

M U U uu

Retroi radiant hﬂﬂ%
= —

- —

p== |nstall with ease and confidence!
i Get your FREE Reference Guide today!

available on our website | L

888.379.9695 | quietwarmth.com/how-to Qmﬂaﬂaﬂmwem You

Available at many nationwide retailers, OR become a dealer today!




SR LIGHT

fuel. Also, stove heaters are zone
heaters, and when used as the
primary source of heat, they work
best in smaller homes.

To provide more uniform house
heat, some wood-burning furnaces

also burn other types of fuel (such
as natural gas) when you can’t
tend to the fire. These furnaces
can distribute heat through a duct
system, such as those used with
forced-air furnaces.

22

ExtremeHowTo.com

Mother Nature knows

HEAT PUMPS

Heat pumps generate heat
through use of both electricity and
a refrigerant. Unlike a furnace,
they can also provide cooling,
which eliminates the need to
install two separate systems for
both heating and cooling.

In terms of efficiency, many
heat pumps now having efficiency
ratings reaching 300 percent.
Unfortunately, they don’t perform
very well in cold climates, espe-
cially below freezing and as a
result, a backup heating system is
often required. For those that live
in milder to warm climates it
should provide adequate cooling
and heating year-round.

Heat pumps may also be a good
choice for those without access to
a natural gas source. Although
electricity can be more expensive
than gas, the efficiency of heat
pumps often helps to offset this.

Air-source heat pumps are the
most common type, and they draw
heat out of the atmosphere (even
on cold days), concentrate the
heat with use of refrigerant, and
then distribute it through the
house via a duct system or pipes.

One common type of air-source
heat pump known as a “mini-split”
contains a central outdoor unit
and one or more indoor units that
provide hot or cold air. These units
are relatively easy and inexpensive
to install, requiring no ductwork.

Ground-source heat pumps, also
called geothermal systems, con-
centrate heat from the earth via
pipes buried 6 to 8 feet beneath
the surface or in vertically drilled
wells. This geothermal energy orig-
inates from natural phenomena
such as radioactive decay of
minerals and from solar energy
absorbed at the earth’s surface.
Because the earth’s temperature
stays right around 50 degrees,
no matter what the weather is,
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SR LIGHT

geothermal systems can easily
and efficiently extract and dis-
burse heat through the 50-degree
liquid circulating in its ground
loop. This provides a much more
stable source of heat than conven-
tional heat pumps, which rely on
the outside air as a heat source.
Ground-source systems can also
be equipped with water heaters,
so a large portion of the home’s
hot water can be provided by the
same system.

Popular in Europe and Asia, ductless wall-mounted heat
pump units, also known as “mini-split” systems, are gain-
ing traction in North America. The combined cooling and
heating systems are more attractive and quieter than
window units, less intrusive and more controllable than
central air systems—and far more energy efficient than
both. Photos © Fujitsu General America.

urs®" CLOG’S WORST ENEMY. g
DRAIN'’S BEST FRIEND. "

The Tru ™ Drain Care line of prod
that truly work . We believe that your time should be spent

created a line o in-class products to care for your pipes, preventing the disruption, hassle, and cost of calling a plumber.

TRUSTEDPOWERFULPRODUCTS.COM
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Geothermal is the most energy
efficient and cost-effective form of
heating or cooling, but the draw-
back comes with the high cost of
installation. Expect to spend up to
twice what you’d pay to install air-
exchange, gas or electrical setups.
According to HomeAdviser.com,
national average cost to install
a geothermal heating or cooling
system is $7,620, with most
homeowners spending between
$3,473 and $12,864. Including
equipment and variable excava-
tion costs, total prices can exceed
$20,000.

SOLAR HEATING

Solar heating is one alternative
that is constantly evolving in tech-
nology. A typical household “solar
thermal” system consists of a
solar panel with a heat-transfer

Geothermal heat pumps are similar to ordinary heat pumps but use the
ground instead of outside air to provide heating, air conditioning and, in
most cases, hot water. Because they use the earth's natural heat, they're
among the most efficient and comfortable heating and cooling technolo-
gies currently available. Image © Slavomir Valigursky.

ULTRA
SAFE

SUPER

EFFICIENT

TOTALLY

SILENT
HEATING

FOR PEACE OF MINDI

ENERGY SAVING ULTRA-SAFE HEALTHY

4 cents per hourl* coal to the touch doesn't blow dust around

SILENT EASY INSTALL STYLISH AND SLEEK

fanless design installs in minutes slim design, only 2in thin!
WWW . EHEAT.COM 1-800-BO7-0107

10% off 2 or mare Envl Heaters code: XH1810  Free Shipping to the USA + Canada® = im

ExtremeHowTo.com

25



SR LIGHT

fluid flowing through it to transport
the collected heat to somewhere
useful, such as a hot water tank or
household radiators. The solar
panel is located in an area prone
to ample light exposure throughout
the day—usually on the roof, and a
pump circulates the heat-transfer
liquid throughout the system.

Also available are “solar hot
air” systems that are simpler in
design and basically heat air
drawn through panel and then
recirculate back into the room. The
systems are typically used

Solar thermal systems can be
quite expensive to install, and they
also require unobstructed expo-
sure to the sun, meaning they're
installed on roofs and walls where
many homeowners don't like the
obtrusive appearance of the pan-
els. Although solar systems are
expensive, they do qualify for 30-
percent Federal tax credit in
the U.S.

SPACE HEATING
Don’t overlook space heating as
a simple but effective tactic

to reduce energy bills. The
average annual cost to heat

an average 1,500 square-foot
house at 70 degrees is roughly
$1,800. With such high costs,

it makes good sense to heat
only the rooms in which you
spend the most time, rather
than heat the whole house.
Although it does rely on tradi-
tional electrical power, targeted
heating with space heaters can
be a clean, easy and unobtrusive
method of reducing overall energy
usage. EHT

as a supplemental heat source.

ENVI WALL-MOUNTED
ROOM HEATER

Save money on heating bills by switching to one of
the best performing heaters in America, obsessively
designed for efficiency, safety, simplicity, durability and
comfort.

CRnvi

WALL-MOUNTED ROOM HEATER

SUPER EFFICIENT—The Envi Heater was born out of a
passion to squeeze every last drop of heating power
from a low-wattage design, without sacrificing effec-
tiveness. The result is a patented process called “Stack
Convection Technology” which boosts airflow without
the need of a fan. It works by drawing cold air into the
heater and then rapidly heating and circulating warmth
around a room. The result is a super efficient heater,
which costs as little as 4cents/hour to operate.
Customers who turn down their central heating and
heat individual rooms with the Envi have reported sav-
ings of up to 50 percent or more on their heating bills.

ULTRA SAFE—The Envi Heater is cool to the touch, has a
thermal cut-off switch, an additional wall-sensor that
cuts power if the heater is knocked off the wall, and to
top it off, it’s built with fire-retardant materials. This
allows for 24/7 heating peace of mind around children,
pets and the elderly.

COMFORTABLE—Because of its fanless design, the Envi
is totally silent and doesn’t blow dust or allergens into
the air. The Envi also reduces the need to use unhealthy
ductwork, plus the low-energy heating core maintains
humidity and doesn’t dry out the air. This makes it per-
fect for people who suffer from allergies, asthma and dry
eyes. It also features auto-dimming in darkened rooms
to prevent the power light from disturbing your sleep.

SIMPLE AND DURABLE—The Envi can be simply installed in minutes by anyone, with just a screwdriver—no drilling required! This is a
long-lasting product with no moving parts and built with quality materials that will not crack or separate. Built in America, you can rest
assured it has been manufactured under the highest standards.

Learn more at www.eheat.com or call 1-800-807-0107.
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By Mark Clement

Sound Building and
Carpentry Practices for
a Dialed-in Finished

Basement.

From shabby to shiplap, | brought this basement
room to life. But this photo shows the end of the
road. Let me show you the moldy, rubble path
where it all started.

30 | ExtremeHowTo.com



concrete bunker to a warm and inviting
space. A finished basement provides a
sweet place for subterranean hanging out.
The cellar of my house had all the problems
I've ever confronted in my below-grade renova-
tions all wrapped up in one very challenging
room. It was wet, so we put in a perimeter drain.
Water made it moldy and musty. The ceiling was
not just low, but it was road-mapped by every
wire in the house stapled to the bottom side of
every joist. The floor was uneven, and there were
several noisemakers—the furnace being chief
among them—surrounding the space. So, not only
did we have to follow sound building practices, we
needed to find a way to slow
down the noise barreling into
this room.
That's a heavy lift. But how
do you eat an elephant? One
bite at a time.

Ilove the transformation from cold, dusty,

ExtremeHowTo.com
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This basement had all
the problems most
basements have.

Noisemaker 2—a sewage-ejection
pump.

The first noisemaker was a
sump pump that ran constantly
because of the water it had to
manage.

The second noisemaker was a
sewage-ejection pump. | love this
pump. And | love that | can hear it
because | know it's working, but |
don't need to hear it at full blast
so | detailed an insulation plan to
quiet it to a hum.

The furnace caused the rest of
the noise. The furnace spinning up
was like a helicopter taking off. The
ducts by the unit flex (you know the

ExtremeHowTo.com

This is Noisemaker 3, 4, and 5.
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Noisemaker 1—a perma-running
sump pump. This dreary
situation was also combined
with the perma-puddle at the
bottom of the pit. This one was
“old school” with no plastic drum
or concrete caisson, just good
old fashioned, yummy mud.

sound—thump, thump!), and the
ducts in the room also flex. The air
seal around the metal seams isn't
perfect, so they leak too. The con-
densate line even gurgles. It's like
a zoo in here! But we've got plans
for it all.

Here’s a terrible sketch of a very
effective tool for water management.
Hydrostatic pressure was forcing
water through the floor, for heav-
en's sake. There were puddles on
the floor. A perimeter drain was the
only choice. It's an easy concept
but a hellish amount of work.
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It's a lot less Silence
of the Lambs-y if you
cut the plastic drape
around the windows.

When you've got cubic yardage of
dirt that hasn't seen the light of
day since 1903 in your living area,
you know you're at the beginning of
a super long slog.

The perimeter drain acts a pres-
sure release and gives the water
just enough room (at least in my
soil conditions) to move around in
the dirt without forcing its way into
the house. Water vapor, however,

The key to managing water in a
building is not so much to block
it as to give it a way out once it
gets in.

ExtremeHowTo.com

was still getting through the walls.
To combat that, we hung a 6-mil
plastic drape from the ceiling to
the floor and integrate it with the
perimeter drain.

The gray, dimpled membrane
near the bottom plate lets any
water coming through the wall pass
between the concrete and wall and

Wall framing: Stick-by-stick.

enter the perimeter drain system. It
also isolates water vapor from the
back side of the wall framing and
insulation.

I'm a firm believer that "slow is
fast" when it comes to remodeling
old houses, so | frame the walls
stick-by-stick.

There are simply too many vari-
ables to tip up fully-framed walls or
try to move quickly. | use lots of
screws—Spax #10 x 3-inch multi-
material screws are my favorite—
because they enable me to "edit"
connections. Mistakes are already
inevitable due to lumpy floors,
uneven framing, weird details like
this flared window opening and the
wiring maze overhead. I'm still mad

Workbenches and miter saws are
our friends.

that's so sloppy, but it would've
been at least a $5,000 fix, and
that money wasn't on the money
tree this harvest, so...

Standing up all day to work is
better than working hunched over
a stack of lumber with a circular
saw. True story. For finished base-
ment projects, | build a saw bench
and put it on rolling casters. It
becomes a place for stuff, rather
than a pile and it enables me to
make the lion's share of the cuts |
need to make with a miter saw.
Basically, it's a "make everything
easier device."

Fireblocking is kind of a pain to
install, but it does an important
job. Should a fire break out some-
how, it'll slow the flame's progress
between floors. It usually needs to



Fireblocking. It's'a
code thing.

ROCKWOOL can be a suitable draftst@p. Check local codes.

be something like plywood or dry-
wall. In some cases the mighty
RockWool insulation is suitable—
especially for filling small gaps
and the vertical fireblocking that
longer walls sometimes require. |
call it mighty because it is. More
on that later.

Sound travels best through
solids. To hedge my bets against
sound traveling through framing, |
made what | call a split-stud
frame for this vent. And, because
RockWool has great sound dead-
ening capability, | used it between
the framing members. | haven't

heard metal crinkle or air plow
through the ducts since | installed
this. Does it work better than a
typical ladder made from 2x4? It's
hard to say. But | know for sure
the room is demonstrably quieter.
The friction fit of the RockWool

also saves time and frustration.
The mineral wool insulation has

.
A photo of both my split-stud
design and my wrist wear.

AireShare™
Transfer Fans

Make hot or cold rooms more
comfortable
Extend comfort from ductless
heating and cooling

Perfect for homes with:
m Split system, PTAC & window A/C
® Space heaters, stoves, fireplaces
® Equalize temperatures between
rooms/levels

Room-to-Room Level-to-Level

UnderAire” Crawl
Space Ventilators

£
Quickly reduces 3
moisture helping
to protect

Ventilates excess moisture, the
cause of mold, mildew & wood

2 reversible 90 cfm fans supply=
air, exhaust or provide a balanced

groat for

exchange. Ma%n!tic damper stops, ekl cabins,
onio

storage areas &

dehumidistat ft

workshops
switches for each fan included.

Dryer Duct Booster-
dramatically reduces
drying times, lint
build-up & saves energy

S |
Reduce drying times up to 60%

Plug-in, automatic operation

5 year no-clog guarantee
& warranty

rnlund Products, Inc.

800-255-4208 ¢ tjernlund.com

ExtremeHowTo.com

35



36

BASEMENT
REMODELING
TIPS

enough rigidity that | can slide it
down a joist bay above the HVAC
duct festooned with wires and
other snags. | was able to slide it
about three feet, fully covering the
duct. I'm not sure how this would
be possible with another type of
insulation.

The insulation serves multiple
purposes here: It insulates the duct
SO more air goes into rooms than
leaks out through pin holes. It also
helps insulate the room from noises
above, and that makes me happy.

Also, | don't need that 3M face
shield to protect me from anything.
The purpose this $7.99 piece of
plastic-y greatness is serving is to

Unconventional sound deadening.

keep airborne dust (just touching a
joist releases a century of dusti-
ness) off my face. | love this thing.

As | mentioned above, sound
travels best through solids, like
joists. Since there was neither
room nor budget for a hat-channel
or other sound-deadening tech-
niques, | went a different route. To
create a bond-break between the
bottom of the joists and the top of
my ceiling strapping, | put in four lay-
ers of sill sealer to team up with the
RockWool in the joist bays. Because
this is a jobsite not a scientific study,
| can't prove it helped, but | think it
did. It certainly didn't hurt.

Because the furnace room is a
room of sorts, | wanted to have a

ExtremeHowTo.com

barrier between the insulation and
the interior space. There was no
room for drywall or anything, so a
plastic garden fence screwed to
the studs with fender washers
does the trick. As for the RockWool,
| chamfered each end and slotted
it between the studs. The whole
room was paneled on the outside
with pine boards.

Sound, stay in this room!

| even insulated the doors.
And | can say with 100 percent
certitude, this worked. The furnace
now runs in a gentle hum with the
sound flying and dying into the
insulation. | feel a small triumph.

OK, so I'm nuts for RockWool. In
this case, it's notchable. | have a
block | need to get behind, so

Split-stud wall design again.

Notchable insulation. Nice!

instead of crushing or breaking the
insulation or leaving a gap, | can
simply cut out for the obstruction
like notching a piece of wood, only
much easier.

Not possible with other types of
insulation, | can knick the mineral
wool with my tape at whatever the
measurement is. And because the
pieces are short and rigid, | can work
standing up. No kneeling on the
floor dragging a utility knife through
stuff that just doesn't want to cut
easily.

Mineral wool cuts supremely
easily. No utility knife required.
Rather, a long, serrated knife is the
trick. RockWool makes one, or you



Marking mineral wool is ridicu-easy.

can use the bread knife from your
kitchen.

There's almost no waste using
mineral wool. Because its modu-
lar pieces and strips can be cut

It cuts like bread.

think this piece got slotted between
the wall studs and the window
wall. Maybe that's over doing it,
but it's better than throwing it
away.

and used all over, and on cellars
in old houses the nooks and cran-
nies have nooks and crannies. |

Almost no waste.
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Shiplap chevron—oh yeah.

n

Is it even legal to have a base-
ment reno without shiplap these
days? While | went into this in
more detail in the Jan-Feb 2018
issue of Extreme How-To, | bring it
up here in this finished basement
tips article to highlight that in this
case, | chose to sheet the walls
with 1/2-inch OSB prior to
installing.

Before installing Schluter's Ditra
Heat Warm Floor System, | had my
doubts. After installing it, those
doubts were erased and replaced
with pure joy. Because a basement
floor is always cool—about 54-
degrees year-round. That's a relief

in July when your feet are
bl

Schluter Systems Ditra Heat warm
floor of awesomeness.

ExtremeHowTo.com

melting outside, but in January
with the snow howling, | want my
tootsies to be warm. It also helps
the entire room feel more comfort-
able because some of the heat
comes up silently from the tile and
not as forced hot air or a noisy
baseboard heater.

Large format tile can be tricky.

A few ground rules for tile: Comb
all your thinset in the same direc-
tion. Don't swirl it like some
installers do. This enables the tile
to push all the air out as you set it.
And when you set it, squeeze and
wiggle it into the thinset, getting it
as even with the adjoining tiles as
possible. The goal you're trying to

achieve is full coverage of the thin-
set against the back of the tile. For
larger tiles like these, | also back-
buttered. Unless the floor is really
flat, it's a good idea.

Wipe down grout joints as you go.

So, | wish | knew this trick many
a finished basements ago.
Squeeze-out of the thinset is
inevitable. Keep a water bucket
and brush handy. My Hyde Tools
combination brush has bristles, a
wire brush, and a wedge on the
handle; very handy. Brush the thin-
set out as you go. It's much faster
than coming back the next day and
gouging it out of the grout lines
with a utility knife.

Fabric? What's happening here?

| had an idea for wall art that
would also serve to slow down the
sound bouncing around a room
with hard walls and a tile floor.
Don't worry, I'm not quitting my day
job.



Frames filled with RockWool help
slow the sound.

This room will be used as an
office, so typing, talking, Skyping,
etc. To lower reverberation, |
made some wall art that'll send
out color and cool while taking in
sound at the same time.

| wish | steamed the fabric. It's
cotton duck | got at one of those

The triple diamond.

stores that sells such things, but |
love the way these turned out.
For more details on the wall art,
check out the video | made at
MyFixItUpLife.com.

It's easy to overburden a small
room with design elements.
However, between the shiplap,

There she is, in all her beauty.

flat panel doors, tile and ceiling
paint, | think it all hangs together.
| know for certain it is calmer and
quieter and, obviously, a million
percent cleaner.

| love it when rough gets
refined. | think that's the essence
of what we do. EHT

ExtremeHowTo.com
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WHAT'S
UP WITH
CEILING
TRENDS

Ceilings are one area of

the home that often go
ignored yet present a
great opportunity to enhance the
interior décor. Although they’re
often left naked with little more
enhancement than a sprayed or
brushed-on texture, the more
striking ceilings exhibit a distinc-
tive style with visual accents,
artistic patterns or elaborate
molding. From traditional materi-
als to modern alternatives,
here’s a look at some of the
choices available for your next
ceiling remodel.

40 | ExtremeHowTo.com

Boards or
tiles? Metal
or wood?
What’s the
right look
for the
ceiling

of your
home?

WOOD CEILINGS

In recent issues of EHT,
we've covered tongue-and-
groove wood planks applied
to a ceiling. Depending on
the orientation of the joists in
relation to the ceiling boards,
it may be necessary to install
plywood sheeting or perpen-
dicular wood furring strips to
ensure secure fastening of
the ceiling boards. These
nail-up wood ceilings can be
made from traditional wood
floor-boards or bead-board
planks.

Photo © Armstrong Ceilings
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To conceal the fasteners
during installation, the boards
can be blind-nailed into the ply-
wood or furring strips (although
the first and last boards will be
face-nailed). Finish nails are

ExtremeHowTo.com
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A similar option is a beadboard ceiling. You can conceal the fasteners of
boards nailed to the ceiling by blind-nailing inside the T&G joints.

Tongue-and-groove planks with exposed woodgrain can give your ceiling a
natural rustic appearance. Fasten the boards to plywood or furring strips.

recommended to prevent splitting
the wood. A variety of paint and
staining options are available, and
the linear boards of this ceiling
treatment can give the illusion the
room is longer than it actually is.

.'V 4

FAUX WOOD BEAMS

Take your wood ceiling (or
any ceiling) a step further by
accentuating it with faux wood
beams. Authentic timber beams
bring a classic, rugged natural
wood appearance to any home.
But rather than hoisting up a
heavy solid timber beam and
anchoring it in place, companies
such as FauxWoodBeams.com
offer a much easier solution—
decorative beams manufactured
from lightweight polyurethane.

Faux wood beams made of
lightweight polyurethane can
make handsome architectural
embellishments to a ceiling. The
hollow beams fasten over wood
mounting blocks. Photos ©
Fauxwoodbeams.com.

Made in molds of real hand-hewn
beams, these easy-to-install alter-
natives have a look and texture
that closely mimics the grain, ruts
and checking found on natural
wood.

The hollow beams are installed
over blocks of lumber mounted to
the ceiling. Because the beams are
so light, you can mount the instal-
lation blocks into studs with the
screws, and you can mount them



Ferney Industries has the rneia|wc:-r|(ing tools and equipment you need to create your next inspircﬂicna] project.
Weld something unique and add an extra personal touch to your home décor. Visit blog.askforney.com to see how
to build this project and more such as a garden trellis and wood burning smoker. Check out Homesteadonomics’
YouTube channel for the video.

FORNEYIND.COM

Share what you create! Follow us (¥) @ ) (&) @Forneyind #Forneylnd



44

WHAT'S

UP WITH

CEILING
TRENDS

into the ceiling with anchor bolts.
You'll typically install the blocks
every 4 to 5 feet along the ceiling.
Apply adhesive to the edges of
the faux beam, then slide it over
the mounting blocks and drive
screws through the side of the
beam into the blocks. Countersink
the screws and use wood filler to
cover the heads.

COFFERED CEILINGS

For a stately look, it's hard to
top an ornate coffered ceiling. A
beautiful design element found in
high-end interiors throughout the
world, a coffered ceiling has tradi-
tionally required experienced
craftsmen to spend many long
hours measuring, constructing,
designing and installing the many
components involved. However,
you can streamline this complicat-
ed process with a made-to-order
ceiling manufactured to your
specs.

With Tilton Coffered Ceilings,
each ceiling system is designed
to fit a unique space and is cus-
tom-built to order. With a multi-
tude of beams styles and sizes
as well as many molding and
panel options, there’s bound to

ExtremeHowTo.com

be a good selection for your
home. Each ceiling is based
on individual coffer modules
(includes ceiling panel and
molding) that are combined to
create the completed ceiling
during assembly.

Beyond the speed of design
and installation, the Tilton system
offers another big advantage:
elimination of installation issues
due to defects in the ceiling (such
as sloping, sagging, etc.). With its
integrated ceiling panel, the Tilton
coffered ceiling completely covers
the ceiling surface while allowing
for independent adjustment of
each coffer module to ensure a
straight and level finish.

SURFACE-MOUNT
CEILING TILES

Presenting a different option
in material, ceiling tiles are avail-
able with the appearance of both
wood and metal. Tiles that mount
directly to the ceiling surface will
maximize ceiling height.

Wood-look tiles made of MDF
or mineral fiber can emulate lin-
ear floorboards, but their thinner
profile typically weighs less. A
beveled tongue-and-groove edge

Coffered ceilings offer a stately look
but have traditionally required many
long hours of extensive design and
construction by skilled craftsman.
You can now get a made-to-order kit
from TiltonCofferedCeilings.com that
is manufactured specifically to fit
your space. The modular Tilton sys-
tems also eliminate the headaches
associated with installing a ceiling
on an uneven or sloping surface.

Surface-mount ceiling tiles are
available with the appearance
of both wood and metal. Unlike
ceilings suspended by a grid,
these options maximize ceiling
height by mounting directly to
the ceiling with adhesive.
Photo © Armstrong Ceilings.

minimizes the appearance of
gaps during normal expansion.
Wood-look tiles are sold in a wide
range of colors, including every-
thing from classic painted white
to exposed faux woodgrains with
stained or weathered finishes.
These prefinished tiles require
no sanding, staining or sealing,
and make a great option for cov-
ering damaged drywall, plaster
or popcorn ceilings.



Depending on manufacturer,
wood-look planks can be fastened
to furring strips or mounted to the
ceiling with a system of tracks and
clips.

Designer tiles generally come
in a square shape that can have
the look of metal, wood or molded
coffers. The metal tiles can be
installed from wall to wall for a
bold, dramatic statement, or

—

BEFORE

AFTER

Surface-mount tiles that have a metal look can be installed from wall to
wall for a very bold look, or (as seen above this kitchen island) can be
installed in strategic locations to accent focal points within the room.
The tiles shown are the Metallaire ceiling tiles from Armstrong Ceilings.

staln, soak upisp{lls, &q,t‘:e
prep, clean up tuﬁl Ieagies
zero lint, is perfé"ctlyslzed
J incredibly strnng,wafe for

skin and it costs !ess.

. II'I qﬁima‘%;r W jUSt call it PFC.

Awailable only from Intex OIY, Inc. | Patent Pending | www.pfcrags.com
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installed as a strategic accent
area to enhance the focal point
of a room.

Tiles made of mineral fiber can
be mounted directly to existing
drywall or plaster ceilings with a

recommended Acoustical Ceiling
Tile Adhesive. Metal tiles can be
surface-mounted using a combina-
tion of adhesive and cone-head
nails that have a matching finish.
Be sure to use an adhesive that

Your Healthful Home...Our Priority!

Mold Detection and Protection

Healthful '
Home

AVAILABLE
AT YOUR

LOCAL

5-MINUTE MOLD TEST

= No need for costly inspectors

u Like no other DIY test on the market!

u Detects over 32 unhealthy mold species...including
Stachybotrys chartarum

= Professional Consultation Included

Thea helpful place,

AEROSOL FOGGER
in as little m Hard-to-reach places
as s ® |deal fo j
minutes
LE: 1 all surf
® Hestores indoor

air guality
u Anti-allergen

MOLD MAGNET
® Enhances standard HVAG filters
= Captures nearly 1000x the microbes

@ compared to untreated filters
u NOT a tacifier — Patent Pending
® Use less-costly, lower MERV-rated filters

® Helps decrease back pressure on your blower
» Mon-toxic, All-natural ingredients.

www.HealthfulHome.com
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will stick to both the metal panels
and to the wall surface where the
panels are to be mounted (such as
Liquid Nails or AcrylPro). Keep in
mind that when using a surface-
mount installation method, the
drywall or plaster ceiling must be
smooth and even.

Metal ceiling tiles can be
installed with cone-head nails
that have a matching finish.
Photo © Armstrong Ceilings.

An alternative installation
method for surface-mount tiles is
to use a track-and-clip system. The
Easy Up System from Armstrong
Ceilings uses tracks that can be
installed directly onto exposed
joists, maintaining the room’s
ceiling height. The clips hold the
planks or tiles securely to the
tracks.

DROP CEILINGS

The ceiling surface does not
have to be smooth and even
to install a drop ceiling. In fact,
these grid-suspended ceilings
are often utilized to conceal duct-
work, plumbing or electrical lines
while keeping them easily accessi-
ble for maintenance. Plus, these
ceilings generally use acoustical
tiles. Acoustic ceilings earn their
name from the sound-absorbent
tiles that “soften” the surface of
the ceiling to deaden reverberating
noise. This also helps block sound
transmission to other rooms.



Today, various styles and
colors of acoustical tiles offer
textures that mimic slate, stucco,
metal, swirls or even corduroy.
Interlocking tiles can create an
elaborate, decorative pattern.
And different edge treatments
are also available to dress up
suspended tiles.

The tiles of a a drop ceiling
essentially “drop” into the squares
provided by the grid system, mak-
ing installation of the grid the
most challenging aspect of this
system. Using 1/4-inch graph
paper, diagram the room to scale.
Be sure to keep the border tiles
even, uniform and as wide as pos-
sible. If the room is out of square,
split the difference and leave a
similar sized border tile on each
side of the room.

The first step of a new drop
ceiling installation is to level and
fasten the Lshaped molding to
the walls. Use a laser level to proj-
ect a guideline and make align-
ment easier. Pay attention to the
manufacturer’'s minimum height
restrictions. Don’t try to gain extra
height in the room, or it might be
difficult to install the tiles.

Use wood screws to secure the
L-molding to the wall. Next, install
the main support runners along
the centerline and ensure the
cross-tee slots are in the right

Drop ceilings are often used in
basements to conceal ductwork,
plumbing or electrical lines
while allowing easy access for
maintenance.

location. The grid will come

with instructions, so follow them

closely. Complete the grid by
snapping the end tabs of the

cross tees into the slots on the

main runner.

In addition to the snap-together
connections, the grid should must
be supported by wire connected
to the framing members above.
Traditionally, 16-guage wire or
heavier was used to support the

Goddard Spiral

e CUSTOM DESIGNED

e HANDCRAFTED IN
STEEL & WO0OOD
COMBINATIONS
OR ALL WO0GD

r:ﬂm
LLTTTLLLALTILE

At Goddard Manufacturing Co., we specialize
in custom designed, handcrafted spiral
staircases - built to your specifications.

You can choose from several different styles
of spiral staircases and our professional
craftsmen can custom design a spiral
staircase to fit almost any application.

Goddard Manufacturing Company
PO Box 502, Logan KS 67646

Toll Free: 800-536-4341
spiralstaircases@ruraltel.net

www.spiral-staircases.com
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main runners, attaching them with
eyehole screw hooks installed
every 4 feet.

Bending and adjusting the wire
was a pain in the neck, though,
and Armstrong Ceilings now offers
an easier way to support the grid
with QuickHang Grid Hooks. The
Grid Hooks come with brackets
that get nailed to the wall. The
wire hooks then slide through the
brackets and hook onto the sus-
pended grid. The installer can then
easily slide the hooks up and down
within the bracket to secure its
final height, which is much simpler
than the old method. EHT

ANE
- r'l .‘, . rj _J, ~
¥ i 5
Armstrong Ceilings’ QuickHang Hooks make installing a suspended grid
! | 7 easier than ever by incorporating wire brackets that make it a cinch to
L |2 b N ! adjust grid height.

g s Today’s drop ceilings feature tiles in a wide range of colors, textures and
/ ' styles, from the look of wood or metal to tiles with elaborate detail and
interlocking edges. Photo © Armstrong Ceilings.

COLORFUL WOODGRAIN PVC EXTERIOR CEILING FROM VERSATEX

The Versatex Canvas Series of maintenance-free, hardwood-toned PVC trimboards opens up endless creative possibilities for home-
owners, builders and architects alike. Designed to bring the warmth and contrast of natural wood to the ceilings of covered decks,
porches and verandas, the original Canvas Series T&G won immediate acceptance for new construction and renovation after its intro-
duction last year. Now Versatex has expanded the range of options with two innovative profiles in matching, colorfast woodgrain fin-
ishes.

“We added the new Canvas Series profile—a 1/2 x 6 tongue-and-groove beadboard and a bed mould—to the Canvas Series in
response to overwhelming requests from contractors and builders who desire a different look, compared to the WP4 we currently
offer,” says Versatex spokesman Rick Kapres.

Available in textures and colors that replicate the beauty of black cherry, walnut or tropical macore—as well as a sunny amber
tone—all Canvas Series components feature the easy workability, stability and weather-resistance of Versatex premium PVC exterior
trim. Versatex supplies the Canvas
Series T&G stealth beadboard in 18-
ft. lengths, and the bed mould in
16ft. lengths.

“More and more homeowners are
looking for that extra coziness and
personality that the look of hardwood
can provide," says Kapres. "Now
there’s a permanent, durable answer
for situations where severe condi-
tions like coastal humidity and salt
spray take their toll on natural wood.”
Learn more at www.versatex.com.
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DIY TRAY
CEILING

A “tray ceiling” is a com-
mon term for a recessed ceil-
ing, often with the recessed
sides sloped at an angle. The
original flat ceiling has its
edges lowered to create the
center recess area. The low-
ered edges vary in width
according to the dimensions
of the room. The basic pur-
pose of a tray ceiling is to
break up an ordinary flat
ceiling line and add a varia-
tion in height to create
architectural interest. A
feeling of spaciousness can
be created by the look of
the different levels, and a
tray ceiling can make a low
ceiling look higher.

The entire ceiling should
have drywall attached before
the tray construction starts. First, determine the width of the lowered area of the ceiling (typically 12 to 24 In. wide). Mark off the
layout by snapping chalk lines to use as an installation guide.

Next, attach furring strips to the ceiling along the wall and inner edge. The furring is 1-1/2-in. thick and should be fastened to
the solid framing behind the drywall. Glue and screws are used to secure the furring.

Attach 1/2-in. thick drywall to the furring using standard drywall installation techniques.

Next, attach a transition piece such as the EZ-Tray bead available from Trim-Tex (www.trim-tex.com). The EZ-Tray is a 3-in. wide,
chamfer-edged layering bead specifically designed to make a tray ceiling. Align it with the edge of the lower ceiling and staple it
along the mud leg of the bead. Attaching the bead to snapped lines helps ensure straight looking edges. The edge that fits against
the upper ceiling should have adhesive caulk applied to hold it tight against the drywall. After sanding and priming, this upper
edge gets caulked again to create a perfect transition edge.

Tape all the seams and inside corners on the drywall and conceal with joint compound. Conceal the mud edge of the EZ-Tray
bead with two or three coats of joint compound. Then, sand and apply a coat of primer. After sanding, applying more caulk along
the upper edge of the tray angle may be necessary for a more perfect transition.

The right paint color can greatly enhance a tray ceiling. For instance, a recessed tray ceiling can be painted a few shades dark-
er than the main ceiling color to make it appear even more recessed and to provide a stronger contrast to the look.

Editor’s Note: This sidebar appears courtesy Myron R. Ferguson and Trim-Tex.
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INSTALLING

CEDAR
TRIM
ONTO
BRICK

By Rob Robillard

e were recently asked to dress up the rear
Wentrance of the Concord Book Shop with a cus-
tom door surround. The brick surrounding this
door had some sort of pink paint that the building owner
wanted to hide. The ultimate goal was to create nice look-

ing custom door surround that complemented the build-
ing’s front entrance.

DESIGN

| decided | needed an 8-in. surround in
order to cover over the pink paint. The HOW We
best way to accomplish this was to utilize .
8-in. wide columns and a simple classic DeSlgned a
flat-head entablature with crown mold- .
ing. Our design was similar to a CUStom Tr’m
Georglan.door surround but with much Package and
less detail and flat columns. i

For plinth blocks we would match the Fastened It to
column block on the front of the building,
matching the profile with router bits we Masonry

had in our shop.

50 | ExtremeHowTo.com
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INSTALLING
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This door was installed at our local book shop.

The owner wanted to conceal the
pink paint that surrounded the
door.

The need to conceal the paint
gave us the width of the surround,
so we made the trim pieces out of
accordingly sized of cedar.

DOOR SURROUND
MATERIALS

There are many commercially
available products that can be
ordered or custom made. We were
not able to pursue those options,
as the local Historical District

ExtremeHowTo.com

Commission preferred we use real
wood and not PVC. We decided to
make this entire surround out of
1x4 and 2x10 cedar wood. Cedar
has an inherent insect- and rot-
resistant quality that seems to last.
Plus, this door surround is protect-
ed by an overhead awning.

Both the columns and header
trim had to be able to cover the
treated plywood backer board. To
accomplish this, we ripped 1-in.
strips of cedar and glued and fas-
tened them to the sides of the
columns, plinth blocks and all four
sides of the head detail.

By using a 1-inch return strip on
all the custom door surround trim,
we would ensure some space
between the PT plywood and the
cedar for seasonal wood move-
ment and to act as an air/drainage
plane.

We then would install stainless
steel trim screws discreetly through
the side strips and into the ply-
wood backing.

We left the columns long to trim
them on-site to account for out-of-
level grades.

THE PLINTH BLOCKS

We needed two plinth blocks.
Originally plinth blocks were
masonry support bases, but have

since evolved into more of a deco-
rative add-on for many interior
decors. Plinth blocks add a touch
of style and class to a room. Plinth
blocks act as a decorative base for
door trim, pilasters or columns.
They often stand proud at the bot-
tom of the casing. Plinth blocks
also add a reveal and shadow-line
depth between the vertical and
base trim, adding a nice aesthetic
detail.

We used 2x10 cedar, ripped
clean, sharp edges and then glued
and clamped 1-inch returns onto
the block. Once the returns had
dried, we cut the plinth blocks to a
rough size and routed a half-round
profile to the top end.

BUILDING THE HEADER

The header was designed to pro-
trude out 1/2 inch on both sides of
the column trim as well as the door
frame. We applied 1-1/4 in.

The door trim’s side columns,
plinth blocks and headpiece were
all constructed with 1-in. return
strips along the edges to conceal
the plywood backboard that would
be installed behind it.

Returns were also installed in the
ends of the headpiece.



returns to the rear of the header
trim and then applied a solid
molding (similar to a crown mold-
ing detail) to the front top edge.
We glued, clamped and fasted this
together.

SANDING AND PRIMING

We filled all defects and sanded
the wood thoroughly. Once done
we wiped the wood down and
applied a coat of exterior primer to
all sides of the wood.

ATTACHING TRIM
TO BRICK

In order to attach our trim to the
brick, we decided first to mount
3/4-in. pressure-treated plywood
to the three sides of the door. The
plywood would be rot-resistant and
act as a nailer board for my trim
fasteners.

We used a half-round
bit in a router to cut a
decorative profile on the
tops of the plinth blocks.

We started assembly by getting
the plinth blocks to sit correctly on
the door frame and level with each
other. We accomplished this with a
long level, and also had to cut
approximately 3/8 in. off one leg

of each plinth block. This allowed
the door side of the plinth block to
overlap onto the metal door frame.
This was necessary to have the
plinth block be centered under the
vertical column.

enovatlons g
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Once the plinths were cut and
ready to install, we were able to
place them against the wall as a
dry fit. We used a long level to
plumb a reference line for the
pressure-treated nailer. Predrilling
the treated plywood is necessary
to get the masonry anchors to fit.
Once complete, we held the PT
board on the wall reference line
and used a SDS Drill to predrill the
mortar joints. We then installed the
PT strips to the wall with expanding
masonry anchors. We did this on
both vertical sides of the door. We
installed pairs of masonry fasteners
approximately every 16 inches.

Assembly began
with the plinth
blocks ensuring
they were level
with each other.

The plinth blocks had to
be trimmed on site.

When others can't...
JACK CAN.

LubricatesGipenetratesERusUBuStSEProtects
Odorless - Bio Degradable - Non Toxic
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American Tough - American Made
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Tip: We initially installed only
one top and one bottom masonry
fastener and then dry-fitted the
vertical columns. If adjustment
was required we then tapped
the PT board in the directions
needed. Once perfect, we
installed the rest of the masonry
fasteners.

ATTACHING THE PLINTH
AND COLUMN TRIM

We pre-drilled, and then
attached the plinth blocks to the
plywood nailer with four stainless
steel screws into the face of the
blocks.

We dry-fit the plinth blocks to use
as a reference for positioning the
columns.

12' x 12' PAVILION @8

=) $1 24 mohk

3.99% AR :

Promo Payment Plan** |

S — — -

Save an additional

$1189.-

TimberVolt® Inferno*
Power Post Upgrade

Timbervolt® Inferno: Fully wired post w/ LUSB
outlets, male & female power receptacles,
Ready for Outdoor Lights, Fans, TVs & more!

(with coupon)

ShadeScape® Pergolas & Pavilions @
Made by Western Timber Frame™

Servicing the Phoenix Metro Area. Mation Wide Company
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INSTALLING

For the vertical columns, we dry-
fit them onto the plinths to mark
sure there was a tight seam. We
also dry-fitted the head entablature
to see where it would rest, in rela-
tion to the columns. We located

that mark, and measured from the
plinths to that mark.

The columns were cut, and the
cut ends were primed. We also pre-
drilled the return sides, attached
the columns to the PT nailer, and

then installed fasteners into the
side returns for the column.
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Order online at Amazon.com, Walmart.com,
Target.com or pick up a copy at
Barnes & Noble, Books-A-Million,
Lowe's Home Improvement Stores

and many other fine book retailers.
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Before installing the columns, the
plywood backer had to be fastened
to the brick. The plywood required
predrilling for the masonry
anchors.

The sleeves of the masonry
anchors expand when the
fasteners are driven inside
them.

The cedar columns were
predrilled before being fastened
over the plywood backing.




ATTACHING THE HEAD
ENTABLATURE

After the vertical columns were
installed we measured, marked
and installed an upper PT nailer.
We then pre-drilled the entabla-
ture top, sides and bottom to
receive fasteners, allowing for a

R

Once both columns were in place,
we checked the tops for level.

The headpiece fastens over a
horizontal plywood backer

The last step is to remove the
mortar from the brick joint above

the door and flash the top with
copper.

Editor’s Note: Rob Robillard is
a professional carpenter and
remodeler. Visit his website at
www.ConcordCarpenter.com.

1/2-in. overhang left and right
past the columns.

The final step on this project is
to remove the mortar along a joint
above the door and flash the top
with a copper flashing head. EHT

WORK STATIONS AND TOOL STORAGE SOLUTIONS

FOR PROFESSIONAL,
HOME HANDYMAN, AND
HOBBY USE, FRONTIER
IS SIMPLY AWESOME.
— customer review

1
y
f

www.xddproducts.com

Available for purchase on and
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Vintage Inspired Industrial Stool

60

By Blair Weilnau

uild something unique
Band add an extra personal

touch to your home with
this vintage inspired, European
type stool. This DIY project is
sure to impress and is easy to
create with a welding machine,
metal and these step-by-step
instructions.

Forney Industries teamed

up with Joe Mooney from
Homesteadonomics to create
an industrial stool that Mooney
could use in his home office.
Mooney searched the internet
for some inspiration and
decided on a design that

ExtremeHowTo.com

would be practical for the whole
family.

TOOLS AND MATERIALS

e Forney 190 MP (ITEM# 324)
or Forney Easy Weld 140 FC-I
(ITEM# 261)

* Threaded Rod (ITEM# 49677)

* Tube Steel for legs, 1” diameter,
12 gauge thick

* Tube Steel for interior post with
coupler nut, 1-5/8” diameter, 1/8”
thick

e Coupler nut for interior post
e Scrap Metal

* Angle Grinder (ITEM# 1901)
* Magnets (ITEM# 70717)

e 7/8” Coupler Nut

* Washers

« Clamps (ITEM# 70201)

PROJECT PREP

Remember to practice safe met-
alworking habits by wearing the
proper personal protective equip-
ment. A fire-resistant welding jack-
et or apron and sleeves, welding
gloves, safety glasses and a weld-
ing helmet will keep you protected
from harmful arc flash and sparks.

The seat portion of the stool
depends on your comfort needs.
Mooney created a wooden seat for
his stool (see how on his
Homesteadonomics YouTube
channel), but a fabric or repur-
posed seat could also work.

STEP BY STEP ASSEMBLY

Start by cutting four triangular
gussets out scrap metal, sized
about 2 to 3 inches wide, or to a
size that will fit the length of the
coupler nut out.




Take a 5x5-in. piece of scrap
metal and mark the middle where
you will put the coupler nut. This
will be the connection from the
seat to the base.

Lay out your triangle gussets
and the coupler nut on the 5x5-in.
steel plate where they are evenly
spaced. You may find it helpful to
align them with the corners of the
steel plate.

Tack weld the coupler nut into
place, and then add the triangle
gussets. Ensure the coupler nut is
square to the metal plate as this
will ensure the stool seat will end
up level.

Pro Tip: Use magnets to hold
the coupler in place while you
tack weld.

Once your tack welds are done,
go back and make full welds
along all sides of the triangles.

For the base of the stool, weld
a nut inside of a pipe. The is the
main function of the stool. The
inside diameter of the pipe should

allow the nut to snugly fit inside.
Some light sanding may be
required to fit. When welding the
nut, it may distort some of the
inner threads. You may have to
re-thread the nut if this happens.

While assembling the lower
part of the stool, use magnets
and clamps to position the entire
assembly vertical.

Before placing the legs to the
stool, cut the tube steel at a 45-
degree angle to attach to the
base.

Use your judgment when plac-
ing the legs as to which angle you
would like them. Tack weld the legs
to the base of the chair. Use mag-
nets on a welding table to keep the
legs in place. Finish off the legs
with a longer weld to keep the legs
stable.

o
; Since 1977
ROOF SNOW REMOVAL SYSTEM

Simply the best quality roof
snow removal products on
the market. There are
imitators, but only one
Avalanche Original.

Visit us online to find local retailers.

“Extreme How To” Reader’s receive a
$20 discount on Avalanche Original
purchase at Avalanche-Snow.com

Web Promo Code: EHT-20BUCKS
(EHT-20BUCKS promation ends 1-16-19)
Avalanche-Snow.com
800-378-3088
P
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Use a sanding disc to clean up
any imperfections or mistakes.

To find the angle of the legs
for the bottom, dip each leg into
a shallow container of paint as
the stool sits on a level floor.

The paint edge will create a level

mark showing where to cut. This
will create a flush finish to the
floor.

Weld washers onto the bottom
of the legs as well as the top of the
base for the stool. Use a sanding

disc to clean up any imperfections.

Warm to the comfort of radiant heat

compatible
with any fuel source:
GAS PROPANE
SOLAR OIL WoOoD
ELECTRIC
GEOTHERMAL

\\\*\:‘

-
www.radiantcompany.com Q
Barton, Vermont
(toll free) 1.866. WARM-TOES (927.6863)
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Paint the base whichever color
you choose.

The final step will be to drill
mounting holes in the base plate
for your seat to attach. Then you
can twist on the threaded rod and
take a seat.




Same Day Shipping on Most

ColorBar
CGolorRail
WindGuard

Maunting Options Availabie For Most Rools
Year Round Solution

Get Your Free
Snow Guard Spacing Layout
and Coupon Code At
Coupon.SpacingTool.com

A s

SPACINGTOOL.COM
Coupon.spacingToolcom

Welding and metalworking can add some unique aesthetics to your
home. Whether you’re wanting to create some décor for your walls, or build
one-of-a-kind furniture,
a welding machine can
offer many possibilities.
Visit forneyind.com to
learn more about the
products used for this
project, and check out
Homesteadonomics’
YouTube channel for
the video. EHT

Editor’s Note: Blair
Weilnau is the
Social Media
Manager at Forney
Industries, one of
America’s most
established family
owned welding
and metalwork-
ing product com-
panies. For more
information, visit
www.forneyind.com.
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Curb Appeal Makes an Impact

How Your Home Can Make a Great First Impression
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By Kathy Ziprik

ho knows what products
add value to a home
better than a realtor?

According to a majority of realtors,
the selling process starts before
prospective buyers ever get out

of their cars. Curb appeal can
instantly make or break the first
impression of a house.

In a 2016 study of Realtors®, a
whopping 99 percent of respon-
dents indicated that curb appeal is
important when attracting a buyer.
When looking at a home exterior
for curb appeal opportunities, key
focal areas are the overall appeal
of the home design, landscaping
and cleanliness. And, much of the
focus is on the top of the home—
the roof.

“An impressive elevation and
roof line can make a big difference
in curb appeal,” says Kurt
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Geschwender, CRP, CRS,
Geschwender Real Estate Co.
in Nebraska. “In many cases
it’'s subliminal, but nonetheless
the look of the roof helps a
great deal in getting a prospect
to inquire about a property.

The experts at DaVinci
Roofscapes have polled a variety
of realtors across the country on
their insights into curb appeal
related to roofing. The industry
leader in composite roofing
colors, DaVinci Roofscapes
manufactures low-maintenance
slate and shake tiles for homes
across America.

“From my standpoint, a compos-
ite roof would be an immediate
upsell,” says John E. Lynn, SRES
with 5 Star Real Estate Pros at
Keller Williams Mountain Partners
in North Carolina. “In fact, | would

make note of it in the features
section of the MLS listing with
any other special aspects of the
house. It automatically raises the
quality of the house in the eyes of
the buyer.”

While the look of a home exteri-
or brings potential buyers inside
the home, realtor Michael Giliano
pushes hard on exterior benefits
before people get inside the front
door.

“We have a $1.1 million home
for sale right now with a DaVinci
roof,” says Giliano, with Compass
Real Estate in Chicago.
“Oftentimes | have to educate
home buyers on the benefits of
this type of roof. Once they under-
stand that this is maintenance-
free compared to a true cedar
shake roof, their minds start work-
ing. All of a sudden the roof adds
greater value to the home.”

In New Jersey, with more than
20 years selling experience, real-
tor Vincent Stanson relates that
homebuyers are very focused on
the roof.

“The first thing my buyers look
at is the condition and life left
in a roof,” says Stanson, with
Berkshire Hathaway Home
Services in Bergen County, New
Jersey. “Composite roofing is a
great upsell specifically because
of the low maintenance and
strong warranty aspects.

“For buyers in every market
where | work, it’s all about main-
tenance-free living. People are
looking for easy-care siding, trim,
soffits, and most importantly the
roof. When you have good-looking,
maintenance-free roofs like those
offered from DaVinci on a house,
it's a no-brainer sale.”



GARAGE DOOR
REPLACEMENT FOR CURB
APPEAL AND ROI

From the top of the roof down to
the grass on the lawn, the curb
appeal of a home is determined by
many things—including the garage
door. The experts at Haas Door
share tips for enhancing a home’s
curb appeal by adding a new garage
door.

“Many homes have the garage
door located right on the front of
the house exterior, making it a focal
point for curb appeal,” says Jeffrey
Nofziger, president of Haas Door.
“Even if your garage is located on
the side of your house, remember
that it’s the first thing you see when
entering your home. ‘Side of house
curb appeal’ can be just as impor-
tant as the front of the home when
considering your garage door.”

According to a recent industry survey, a garage door replacement has the
highest return on investment of any home-improvement project, recouping
a whopping 98.3 percent of the cost.
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Nofziger reminds homeowners
that replacing an older garage
door is not just good for the look
of a home, but for their wallet as
well. “The 2018 Cost Versus
Value Study coordinated by
Remodeling Magazine shows that
a garage door replacement has
the highest cost recoup value of
any home-improvement project.
This project actually comes in
with a whopping 98.3 percent
cost recoup, which is incredible.”

For homeowners trying to
decide on the “best fit” of a new
garage door, Nofziger offers five
easy tips:

Tip #1 - Step back. Before
selecting a garage door, stand by
the street and look at the home
overall. Now, think about the style
of the home exterior, the colors
on the house and the textures.
Determine what kind of garage
door would look best—smooth or
woodgrain—and what color or tex-
ture would best complement the
home's overall exterior.

Tip #2 - Light or no light?
Decide if a solid garage door or
one with windows that allows
light into the garage works best
for the home. If choosing win-
dows, look at the style of win-
dows on the front side of the
home (including the grids) along
with windows in the front door.
Then, look for a garage door with
similar window styles. For exam-
ple, if a home has lots of small
window panes, then look for
garage door windows with grids
that replicate the look of smaller
panes of glass. Homeowners can
also select specialty glass or dec-
orative glass options that allow
light into the garage while pro-
tecting their privacy.

Tip #3 - Be practical. Select a
garage door that can handle
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weather conditions for the specif-
ic geographic area of the home.
For instance, a 5000 Series door
can stand up to Mother Nature,
even in Florida conditions, with
its corrosion-resistant aluminum,
thick insulation and weather-
resistant paint finish.

Tip #4 - Stand out ... or stand
back? Homeowners need to
decide if they want their garage
to be a stand-out focal point
when looking at the house, or
if they want it to blend in with
the home's style. There's no
wrong answer. Oftentimes a
stand-out door, like one in an
elegant Craftsman style with a
wood-grained finish, can add
visual dimension and appeal to
a home exterior. Or, a door in a
painted bronze color can stand
out beautifully against a stone
veneer home facade.

Tip #5 - Think of the future.
A garage door selection is one
that should last many years for a
home. So, look below the beauty
of the surface to choose a low-
maintenance door made of alu-
minum or steel that has a strong
warranty and will provide years of
beauty with minimal upkeep.

EVEN SMALL CHANGES
HAVE BIG IMPACT ON
CURB APPEAL

Oftentimes people “think big”
when looking for ways to enhance
the curb appeal of their homes.
According to experts at Hy-Lite, a
leading manufacturer of acrylic
block, glass block and decorative
glass windows, there are five
specific (and small!) ways home-
owners can add to the curb
appeal of their houses without
breaking the bank or investing
too much time.

“There’s no reason to ‘reinvent
the wheel’ and do a whole exteri-

or makeover to improve the look
of a house,” says Roger Murphy,
president of Hy-Lite. “Curb appeal
can be achieved by making some
easy, yet distinct changes. Best
of all, small changes can make

a big impression when talking
about improving the look of a
home exterior.”

According to Murphy, there are
five specific things that can be
done on a budget to improve a
home’s street-side appearance.

Tip #1 - Make the outside new
again. Replace the old hardware
on your entry door. Change out
the numbers on your house. Add
a new mailbox. Replace light fix-
tures with upgraded versions.
Install solar or low-voltage out-
door lighting. Really take a look
at your home’s exterior to see
what’s looking tired and worn
out, then replace those items.

Tip #2 - Add colorful flowers.
You don’t have to be a landscap-
ing expert to add potted colorful
flowers to the front steps of a
home. Flowering baskets can
also be added to the porch or trees.
Easiest of all, place decorative
plant stands within your land-
scaping and then place pots or
baskets of flowers strategically
within the front yard landscaping.

Tip #3 - Replace an old win-
dow with a privacy window.
Whether a decorative glass or
acrylic block unit, a new privacy
window adds sparkle to the out-
side of the home ... and an
attractive look to the home
interior. Eye-catching and unique,
a privacy window can be selected
that opens (like a casement or
sliding window) or a fixed, non-
operable unit.

Tip #4 - Paint the front door.
Add a pop of color that contrasts



(yet complements) the home exte-
rior. Painting a front door is an
easy project that has lasting
impact. Add new door hardware
for the icing on the cake!

Tip #5 - Attack the bushes.
Trim up bushes and remove
weeds. Rake out all dead leaves
underneath the shrubbery in front
of the house. Not interested in
tackling this DIY project yourself?
Then hire local teenagers or a
church youth group to get your
bushes back in shape.

“When it comes to curb appeal,
it's all about first impressions,”
says Murphy. “Whether you're
looking to improve your home’s
appearance for resale or to wel-
come family and friends, small
changes can have a big impact!”

When it comes time to replace
existing windows, Murphy suggests

homeowners contact Hy-Lite to
request the company’s free

Privacy Window Design Guide.

The brochure provides design
inspiration, room transformations
and a complete overview of the
company's operable and fixed
acrylic block and decorative glass
windows (visit www.hy-lite.com). EHT

Upgrading your windows,
adding a new coat of paint
and some some sensible
landscaping can all boost
your home’s curb appeal.
Shown is an acrylic block
privacy window from Hy-Lite.
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PRODUCTS

THE AVALANCHE ORIGINAL

The Avalanche Original uses gravity to easily slide snow off your roof,
requiring half the effort of a standard snow rake. It clears a roof in one
third of the time because it is lighter in weight, and gravity does the
work. Place the cutting head wheels on the edge of the roof, slide it
up, and snow comes down a plastic slide in an avalanche. The 16-ft.
fiberglass handle comes in four 4-ft. sections for easy storage, and you
can easily add handle extensions if needed. The plastic slide is 17 in.
wide by 12 ft. long, and the Avalanche high strength plastic compo-
nents won't rust. The product features a snap-together design and
requires no tools for assembly. The Avalanche Original also includes
wheels to protect your roof shingles. Visit Avalanche-Snow.com.

RYOBI BACKPACK BLOWER

Homeowners with large lawns or multiple properties often turn to residential backpack blowers to avoid the costs that
come with professional landscapers. Outdoor Power Equipment manufacturers look for ways to offer pro performance
without the sticker shock, and there is no shortage of options. So how do you choose? The new RYOBI 2-Cycle
Backpack Blower has the distinction of being the most powerful residential backpack blower
on the market, even outshining Ryobi’s previous highly-rated backpack blower. The new and
improved model offers 50 percent more clearing power thanks to the unique positioning
of the large 38cc engine. Horizontal orientation increases airflow efficiency, allowing the
blower to produce 175 MPH and 760 CFM of clearing force. It includes a variable
speed and a cruise-control feature for large clearing jobs. The updated
backpack blower is designed for maximum user comfort with a contoured
back design and easy-adjust shoulder straps. With a retail price of $199, the
new blower is covered by a 3-year limited warranty will be available at Home Depot
stores and online at homedepot.com.

SKY030 GALVANIZED/POWDER-COATED
SPIRAL STAIRCASE

Fontanot Arke Stairs introduces the SKYO30 spiral staircase (available in
3 diameters—47, 55 and 63 in.) is manufactured in steel with a particular
treatment (Sendzimir process) that consists of galvanizing steel by using a
small amount of aluminum in the zinc bath and producing a coating with
essentially no iron-zinc alloy. This process guarantees high resistance

and durability. In addition the metal is powder-coated. The final result is

a staircase that is specifically made for outdoor installations because of
its resistance to atmospheric elements. Visit www.arkestairs.com.

SUREPLUNGE AUTOMATIC CO2 POWERED INSTANT PLUNGER
This is the push-button plunger that instantly clears even stubborn blockages with a single blast of

compressed air. Easier and more powerful than traditional plungers, gentler on the environment than

chemical drain openers, and far less expensive than a professional plumber,

the plunger is powered by harmless, single use 8g CO2 cartridges. Its flexible L |
head forms an airtight seal on any type of toilet and a simple press of a button r\')
releases the pressurized blast, clearing the clog. The plunger won’t damage

pipes, it works especially well with low-flow toilets, and its extra-long handle
keeps hands clear of bowl water. Includes three (3) single-use Co2 cartridges

and Decor stand. Visit sureplunge.com.
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SCRIGIT SCRAPER

When working on DIY jobs, there are always small cleanup tasks, such
as removing accumulated dirt and grime from a corner, groove, wall edge,
faucet base, or window or door track. If you're painting, you might need to
remove spatters of latex paint or pieces of painters tape that remain behind.
There are also product labels and price stickers that need to be removed. A
good choice for small cleaning and scraping tasks is the Scrigit Scraper, a
versatile pen-shaped, non-scratch cleaning tool that provides a safe, quick
and convenient way to remove small amounts of unwanted substances from
household and automotive surfaces, edges and grooves. It is a useful tool
to keep in your pocket and toolbox for all types of home improvement and
maintenance projects. The tool is two scrapers in one. A rounded tip is great
for scraping off small spots, cleaning curved surfaces, and removing adhesive labels, stickers and tape. A flat-edged
tip is best for getting into tight spaces and cleaning off unwanted materials from flat surfaces, edges, corners, and
window and door tracks. The Scrigit Scraper is made in the U.S.A. and available in 2-packs and 5-packs at many
independent hardware stores and at Amazon.com. Visit www.scrigit-scraper.com.
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DIY

COUNTERTOPS

kitchen « bath -« laundry . garage - beinspired

for the extreme DilY’er in you
——

SolidSurface.com offers the sheet goods, adhesives, abrasives and
other tools & supplies to enable you to build your dream countertops or
other solid surface project. Solid surface material, best known as
Dupont™ Corian®, works like wood with carbide-tipped tools and glues
together seamlessly with color-matched adhesives.

Visit http://solidsurface.com now to see our great selection of material.

PROUDLY ASSOCIATED WITH

A ISEAl i

gy Sy ey Corian®
it Y Vanity Tops, Too!

= > http://solidsurface.com/vanities
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TIRED OF OLD RUSTY
GATE HARDWARE
& GATES THAT
DON'T CLOSE
PROPERLY YEAR
AROUND?

A fence is only effective if the gate is functioning properly.
Both weather and physical forces cause gates to shift out of
alignment over time. D&D Latches feature both vertical
and horizontal adjustability, that make it simple to keep
your gate properly aligned during or after installation.

oy

THE D&D DIFFERENCE

w professional fence installers and manufacturers Quick and easy insta

D&D Technologies Offers Over 350 Hi-Performance Gate
Hardware Solutions at www.ddtechglobal.com

* World's ONLY combined pool safety « Key-lockable - for security and « Self-closing DED-patented tension
gate latch and electronic alarm privacy gates adjustment

* Visual and audible alarms * Operates and locks from both sides = Adjust tension from either end
{Mashing LEDs and sound akerts) of the gate (tension adjustrment is always facing up)

* Industry leading magnetic latching « Decorative trim cover options: « Superior performance (n extreme
technology black, chrome and brushed climates

Available at select Home Depot and Lowes stores or on-line at Amazon, Home Depot or Lowes

D De&D Technologies

World's most trusted gate hardware




YSPIRALISTAIRS

' YANDIMODULAR
STAIR! CASE
KITS

AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE USA, ARKE SPIRAL AND
MODULAR STAIRCASE KITS CAN BE BUILT IN A DAY BY
THE AVERAGE DO-IT-YOURSELF HOME ENTHUSIAST.

The SKY030

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
GALVANIZED/POWDER-COATED
SPIRAL STAIR

The SKYO030 spiral staircase, available in 3
diameters — 47, 55 and 63 in. — is manufactured
in steel with a particular treatment (Sendzimir
process) that consists in galvanizing steel by using
a small amount of aluminum in the zinc bath and
producing a coating with essentially no iron-zinc
alloy. This process guarantees high resistance and
durability. In addition the metal is powder coated.
The final result is a staircase that is specifically
made for outdoor installations because of its
resistance to atmospheric elements.
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The SKY030 stair treads are made of solid steel, ventilated
to provide a slip-resistant surface even when wet.

Additional riser kits can be purchased separately.
The stair be used in square or mezzanine applications.
Matching Balcony Rail Kit is available.

Each kit is shipped complete with detailed assembly
instructions to assist in your installation.

(888) 782-4758 u,,* www.arkestairs.com




