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Cue the oohs and ahhs! ' 1 |
This season’s Furniture Flip. =~~~
winners and runhets—up from ‘
@makerschallengecentral

overhauled their pieces with

elements that shimmer and shine.
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1. ANNA ANDERSON 2. AUTUMN HESEMAN 3. EMILY RADTKE
@RAVENSTREETMARKET @PRAYEDOVERPIECES @QRECONSTRUCTINGEMILY B
Gold details take this dresser from dated After hours of repair, this freebie dresser After scoring midcentury modern side

to modern. Anna primed the piece, then was painted white and coated with tables on Facebook Marketplace for $40,

painted it a rich coffee bean hue. Using high-gloss polycrylic. Then came the Emily removed the chalk-finish paint,

a dry brush, she covered the dresser magic: Autumn used a straw to blow blue  replaced a damaged veneer top, and

with bronze metallic gilding paint for and gold alcohol ink onto poster board, color matched the pieces. A semigloss

the perfect touch of shine. Satin bronze attached the pieces to each drawer front, lacquer sealed the wood, and Bar Keepers

knobs complete the classy new look. and coated with epoxy to preserve. Friend illuminated the brass handles.
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4. STEPHANIE LOVRIA
@STEPH_AND_SONS

This 1960s stereo cabinet rediscovered its
groove with the help of an orbital sander
and fabric to re-cover the speaker fronts.
Careful sanding, wood conditioner, and
fresh stain that cooled down the wood'’s
red tones revamped the $50 find into a
beautiful entry console.

5. KAYLA PAYNE
@PAINTEDBYKAYLAPAYNE

After more than 40 hours of sanding, this
hutch was transformed from a simple
thrifted find to a smooth and shimmery
jewel box. A high-gloss oil-base paint was
applied with a spray gun for a glamorous
mirrorlike finish, while shiny gold hardware
pulls add one last elegant touch.

FROM THE EDITOR

A good makeover is more than a

coat of paint and new hardware.
It’s a transformation fueled by skill, creativity,
and bravery. Team DIY is thrilled to share
inspiring revamps from some of our favorite
contributors and new friends.

Leslie Poyzer, the designer behind our cover
kitchen, is no stranger to the pages of Do It
Yourself. Although she’s produced dozens of
amazing projects over the past 15 years, the
remodel of her 100-year-old home (“Old House,
New Tricks,” page 60) required all her ingenuity
as well as the expertise of her carpenter father.
Her most remarkable achievement? Making a
salmon pink bathtub seem totally fresh!

Elsewhere in the issue, muralist Toby
Keough (“Petal Power,” page 80) shows us how
to energize blah walls, while Zoe and Andrew
Hunt squeeze an inviting game room under
the eaves of their attic (“Game On!,” page 74).
And no makeovers roundup would be complete
without some magic from Jeni Wright. This time,
she elevates muffin tins into wall art (“Try It:
Wall Displays,” page 6) and saves sad chairs
from the landfill (“Pull Up a Chair,” page 44).

So turn the page to start planning your next
before-and-after!

Brian

Brian Kramer
Editor,
Do It Yourself™
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Upgrade everyday items to add color

and dimension to your room.

PROJECTS JENI WRIGHT PHOTOGRAPHS MARTY BALDWIN
WORDS KRISTINA MCGUIRK




TIME BLOCK

A common object turns
mod when placed in brightly
painted squares, this photo.
Use a level to measure and
mark a grid of twelve 12-inch
boxes. Seal painters tape
around every other square,
and paint them different
colors. Once dry, remove the
tape and repeat the process
with the remaining squares.
Attach a sawtooth hanger to
the back of each alarm clock
using a strong adhesive.
Spray-paint the clocks with

a white matte primer, let

dry, then spray with white
matte paint. Accounting for
the location of the sawtooth
hanger on the clock, hang
each in the center of a
painted square.
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FAN FAR E A humble hardware store

find gets reimagined as a vessel to display dried
foliage, above. Using a drill bit the size of the
FOR BIG IMPACT. dried stem you plan to display, drill a hole in
LOOK FOR A DRIED the c_enter of the top and bottom flange of a
FLOWER OR LEAF 6%2-inch vent cap. Lightly sand the cap, then
WITH A LARGE prime and paint with gloss or semigloss spray
HEAD, LIKE THESE paint. Mount the cap using adhesive strips, and
PALM FANS. feed a dried plant through the holes.

8 DO IT YOURSELF Spring 2023




TU R N | N G TAB |_ E Turn an old tabletop into wow-worthy wall art, below. Remove the

top of a round extendable pedestal table from its base, along with any hardware or boards attached to
the underside. Create a skirt for the straight edge so the table can hang flush on the wall. The skirt should
measure the length of the side and the height of the rounded skirt on the table. Use a chop saw to cut a
board; secure with a jig, screws, and wood glue. Fill any cracks or dings on the table and sand. Hang each
half by installing several heavy-duty anchors to the wall and resting the table on top of the screws. (Our
halves are about 5 inches apart and offset by about 12 inches.) Draw two overlapping circles on the table
and wall with pencil. Remove the halves from the wall and paint (we used seven coordinating colors).
Once dry, hang the table pieces and remove any pencil marks from the wall with a white eraser.

THE INTERIOR
EDGE OF AN
EXTENDABLE TABLE
WON'T HAVE A
SKIRT. INSTALL ONE
TO HANG EACH
HALF ON THE WALL.
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SOME HOLES CAN
HANG MORE THAN
ONE BRUSH FOR A
FULLER, LAYERED
APPEARANCE.

D | F F E R E NT STRO |'< E S Turn well-worn brushes into a rustic display, above. Cut a

2x2 board to 35¥2 inches long. Drill a hole every 2 inches along the center of the board. Attach two sawtooth
hangers on the back of the board and hang. Feed a few feet of twine through each hole and tie the brushes in

place, layering small ones over larger ones. Once satisfied with the brush placement, trim the twine ends.

BHG.COM/DIYMAGAZINE DO IT YOURSELF Spring 2023 11




SW E ET S POT A few splashes of color can revive old baking tins, above. Gather vintage muffin
pans—24-count tins have a bigger presence on the wall, but smaller 6- or 12-cup pans work too. Apply

a stain-killing primer to the circles you plan to paint, and let dry. Apply crafts paint in various colors to a
few of the circles on each tin. To add shine, coat the tins with a polycrylic varnish after the paint has dried.
Screw the pans directly into the wall through the top edge of the tin, using wall anchors if needed.

FOR RESOURCES SEE PAGE 93.




VARY THE
PLACEMENT
OF THE PAINTED
CUPS ON THE
MUFFIN TINS FOR
ADDED INTEREST.

BHG.COM/DIYMAGAZINE

GO G R E E N Vintage tins come to life

when arranged like a wreath and filled with live
plants, below. Lay metal canisters in different

sizes, shapes, and designs in a circle. (You might BEFORE PLANTING,
trace a circle on a large piece of paper or on the LAYER PEBBLES IN
wall to help you keep things in order.) Before THE BOTTOM OF
hanging, determine which containers will include THE TIN FOR BETTER

DRAINAGE OF THE
POTTING MIX.

plants and make them removable—this allows you
to water, tip over to drain excess, and rehang. For
the removable tins, drill a small hole into the top
edge of the vessel and loop a wire through the
hole to act as a hanger. Screw the nonremovable
tins directly through the top edge of each into the
wall. Add plants as planned and hang.

DO IT YOURSELF Spring 2023 13
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This craft company specializes in bright
colors, community, and all the projects you

made as a kid. Cue the nostalgia.
PHOTOGRAPHS MARTY BALDWIN WORDS CAYLIN HARRIS
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SIXYEARS AGO, MARISA MORRISON
STEIN HIT PUBLISH ON HER BLOG,
THE NEON TEA PARTY, TO SHARE
FASHION, DECOR, TRAVEL, AND DIY
CONTENT. THE HOBBY MORPHED
INTO A FULL-TIME BUSINESS SHE
RAN WITH HER NOW-HUSBAND,
SAM, IN THEIR NEW YORK CITY
APARTMENT. THE TEAM HAS
GROWN, AND MARISA AND SAM
NOW LIVE IN SOUTH ORANGE, NEW
JERSEY, WITH THEIR DAUGHTER,
SOFIE, AND DOG, KUGEL.

THE MAKER:

MARISA MORRISON STEIN

After teaching a pom-pom and tassel-making class at an arts
studio, Marisa realized the potential in sharing her lessons and
passion for camp-inspired crafts to a broader audience.

(): How did The Neon Tea Party
come to life?

Az always wanted to become an
accessories editor. After interning at
a magazine and working as a stylist
and for a jewelry company, | tried

a few business models to see how

| could turn crafting into a career.

| taught a crafting class, and from
there it grew into creating my own
lessons and craft kits. Now we offer
private events, workshops, tutorials,
and skill-based learning.

() What's your favorite craft?

A.' It's hard to choose! But | can
narrow it down to my top three:
beading, tie-dye, and pom-poms
and tassels. Beading because I've
always made and been in love with

jewelry. Tie-dye—it's so fun and
satisfying. And pom-poms and
tassels are the crafts that started

it all. I also have to give crochet

an honorable mention. It was my
grandma’s craft of choice and the
first more advanced craft | learned.

Q-' Why do you think summer
camp crafts, like tie-dye, are so
popular again?

A.’ It's a huge nostalgia factor.
These crafts make people think
about happy, simpler times.

Plus, they incorporate bright
colors, which can put you in a
healthy headspace. Tie-dye is
always popular, because it's so
transformative. It might seem
intimidating, but then you unwrap
your creation and feel that moment
of pride. It can become addicting!

BHG.COM/DIYMAGAZINE

CRAFT CORNER

1 The Neon Tea Party

likes to blend trendy with
timeless. A great example:
granny squares! The craft
is having a real fashion
moment, so Marisa and her
team love brainstorming
projects that include them.

2 The crafts company offers
both in-person and virtual
events and workshops as
well as kits in a variety

of categories, such as
pom-poms and tassels,
tie-dye, and beading.

3 Marisa originally thought
the virtual classes would
attract kids but quickly
realized adults wanted

more. “Kids were all Zoomed
out,” she says. One of the
programs, CommuniTEA,
offers a scheduled time for
people to craft and hang out
at no cost.

DO IT YOURSELF Spring 2023 15




ARCH TIE-DYE PILLOW

MATERIALS

« White pillow cover (100% cotton or silk)
« Fabric pencil or washable marker

» Rubber bands

* Tie-dye one-step dye powder in four colors
e Four 4-ounce squeeze bottles

« Plastic tablecloth

» Paper towels or metal rack and tray

* Rubber gloves

» Apron or smock

« Ziplock bag or plastic wrap

» Washing machine and dryer

o Detergent

« Tennis ball or dryer ball

* Pillow form

Step 1 Draw an arch at the top and bottom of a pillow
cover using a fabric pencil or washable marker (A).

Step 2 Gently fan-fold the fabric along the top arch so
the line begins to appear straight on the top of the folds
(B). Secure tightly with a rubber band. Repeat the folding
on the other arch. Pinch and pull the folds as you go to
straighten the folds between the arches. Secure tightly
with a rubber band.

Step 2 Wrap three additional rubber bands incrementally
between the two outside bands to identify space for each
color of the rainbow arch (C).

Step / Prepare each tie-dye solution according to package
instructions. Cover your table with a plastic tablecloth and
rest the banded pillow cover on paper towels or a metal
rack and tray to collect drips from the dye (D).

Step 5 Wearing rubber gloves and an apron or smock, apply
a different color of dye to each banded section of the
pillow cover (E). (Tip: Wet the fabric before applying dye

to help the dye flow more easily; leave the cover dry for a
more vibrant result.)

Step 6 Once finished dyeing, place the pillow cover in a
plastic bag or cover with plastic wrap. Let sit for eight to
24 hours to absorb the dye. After the dye has set, remove
the rubber bands and rinse the pillow cover in warm
water to remove excess dye, wearing gloves and an apron
or smock. Rinse until the water runs clear. Immediately
transfer the cover to the washing machine; wash on normal
in warm water using a small amount of detergent. Dry on
its own in the dryer without a dryer sheet; add a dryer ball
or tennis ball to keep the cover from sticking to the dryer
wall. Insert a pillow form to finish.

GET THE MATERIALS TO MAKE
THIS PROJECT. TIE DYE STARTER
KIT IN TNTP VIBES, $38;
THENEONTEAPARTY.COM

16 DO IT YOURSELF Spring 2023



STUFF WE LOVE

ON OUR
RADAR

Usher in warm spring days with a new craft tool,
gardening gadget, or how-to book.

PHOTOGRAPHS MARTY BALDWIN WORDS AMBER WAGNER

1. String up a stretchy stack of
cheer for your wrist. This playful

kit in a jar is available in a number
of colorways and provides enough
beads and string to make at

least 12 bracelets. The Aspen
Stretchy Bracelet Making Kit,
$60; beadsinc.com

DO IT YOURSELF Spring 2023 17
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PAINT . .
i : 2. Beautiful botanicals
NUMBER

e
(472 57 i
KSolanicals

spring to life in this paint-
by-number book, which
contains 30 illustrations,
color mixing guides,

and painting technique
instructions. Paint-By-
Number Botanicals by
Catherine Guadagnolo,
$21; bookshop.org

3. Rest this compact
multitasking gadget on
your wheelbarrow to hold
a drink, carry short and
long tools, and house other
gardening necessities. A
covered, water-resistant
compartment keeps your
phone safe while you work.
The Burro Buddy, $42;
walmart.com

4. This book takes a
fascinating deep dive
into the history of the

houseplant, plus offers
plant care tips and projects.
Taming the Potted Beast
by Molly Williams, $23;
bookshop.org

= 5. Try this twist on

- r“"\t ;L\’é The Strange and Sensational : . ry . .
g NS o of e NocSo e, - traditional batik painting.

19 o 0% Houseplant M

Y N Molly S The stretched and waxed
4 V. Williams -~ /g™ canvas makes it mess-free.
T e Rzl Use the included brush
= e and fabric dye to fill in the
printed design. DIY Batik
Mountain Fabric Painting

Kit, $16; colorcruiser.com

6. Reuse plastic containers
bound for the recycling
bin as molds to make
these colorful concrete
planters. The kit comes
with three pigments plus
concrete mix—enough
to create several small
vessels. Recycle Your
Plastics to Pots Kit, $45;
concretegeometric.com




7. Add old-world charm
to your next project.
Annie Sloan teamed with
the Royal Horticultural
Society to create these
27x18-inch tissue paper
prints in 12 designs. Snip
individual images or leave
sheets whole to adhere to
furniture and decor pieces.
RHS Decoupage Paper,
$17; anniesloan.com

8. Get attainable ideas for
living more sustainably.
This info-packed book
offers low-impact home
remodeling tips, product
repurposing options,
composting advice, and
more. Remodelista

by Margot Guralnick
and Fan Winston, $37;
bookshop.org

9. Imagine your spring
cleaning staying cleaner
longer. Spritz this nontoxic,
water-resistant ceramic
coating on stainless steel,
stone, tile, or glass, then
wipe with its microfiber
cloth to lengthen your
surface’s shine and

repel fingerprints and
smudges. Lifeproof Home
Ceramic Coating, $30;
lifeproofhome.com

10. Geta head start on
gardening this spring by
growing produce above
ground. These breathable
sacks keep root systems
healthy and come in
multiple colors and sizes
to fit your planting needs.
Grow Bags, from $10;
coolaroobags.com

Remodelista
THE LOW-IMPACT HOME

. . . . . . -

A Sourcebook for Stylish,
_Eco-Conscious Living

Margot Guralmck & Fan Winston
Witk the o .

aicars o1 REMODELIETY
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11. A care package for
your garden, this natural
bioprotectant, fungicide,

and insecticide helps
keep plants healthy
without compromising
the environment. Arber
Outdoor Kit, $84;
growarber.com

12. Weave a heart basket
for your valentine. Choose
from seven colors of
recycled paper strips, then
follow a detailed tutorial
to make this lovely design.
Valentine Heart Basket
Kit, $18; kagocraft.com

13. Tiny but mighty, this
rechargeable engraving
pen has a two-hour run
time. Choose from three
speeds and 30 bits to etch
on 50 different surfaces
including glass, metal,

and wood. Customizer
Professional Engraving
Pen, $48; culiau.com

14. Start the season

with a new journal
embroidered by you. Use
the kit's punching tool

to poke a design in the
cover, then stitch with the
provided embroidery floss
and needle. Leaf Stitch
Embroidered Notebooks
by Karen Barbé, from $27;
maydel.com



15. Block off some time
to print custom cards, wall
art, and gift wrap. This kit
contains paper, paint, a
rubber brayer, an ink plate,
and wood printing blocks,
plus comprehensive
instructions. Original
Block Printing Kit, $84;
blockshoptextiles.com

16. A craft from the heart.
Color these three wood
cutouts with paint and
attach a magnet to the
back. Use them to hang
love letters and photos
on your fridge or give to
the special person in your
life. Paintable Wooden
Heart Magnets, $20;
willowbeesigns.etsy.com

17. Keep dirt contained
while you tend to your
plants. This 28x28-inch
waterproof mat has corner
snaps that open for easy
cleanup, and it folds flat to
store. Plant Havn Premium
Potting Mat, $28;
verticaljungle.com

18. Infuse your next sip
with this DIY cocktail kit.
The custom drink fixings
prep up to 16 servings.
Just add your spirit of
choice and let sit. Make it a
mocktail by steeping with
water and mixing in juice,
soda, or sparkling water.
Camp Craft Cocktails
Base Camp Kit, $25;
campcraftcocktails.com

19. No more disposable
lint rollers. Before heading
out the door, swipe this
sleek brush over your
clothes to catch lint and
pet hair, then twist to close
to trap debris. Orotund
Magical Lint and Pet Hair
Removal Brush, $22;
petlife.com

Gogh R0 o R Sanl 8 oS
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COOL TOOLS

TOOL

Fill your arsenal with
dependable supplies.
These will last for years

and help you accomplish

most to-dos.
WORDS LINDSEY M. ROBERTS
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SOX
-NTTALS

1. GERBER EAB LITE
PLAIN EDGE This pocket
knife locks securely when

in use, folds to store in your
pocket, and features a handy
clip. Easily swap out the utility
blade when it gets dull. $18;
gerbergear.com

2. DEWALT TOUGH
SERIES 25-FOOT TAPE
MEASURE Not too short

to prevent an accurate
measurement but not too
long to feel unwieldy, this
1%4-inch-wide tape measure
includes a removable magnet
to secure the hook tightly to
metal surfaces. $31;
homedepot.com

3. FISKARS CUTS+MORE
ULTIMATE 5-IN-1
SCISSORS If scissors take
up space in your toolbox,
they better multitask. These
can cut wire, pierce holes,
snip light rope with a power
notch, and open bottles.

A safety sheath protects

the blades when not in use.
$24; toolboxsupply.com

4. EMPIRE 9-INCH TRUE
BLUE PROFESSIONAL
TORPEDO LEVEL Keep your
projects plumb. A magnetic
strip holds the tool in place
on metal surfaces; the blue
vial highlights the bubble
edge for easy readability.
$12; homedepot.com



MILWAUKEE

5. THE TOOLBOX BY
CHARACTER Corral must-

haves in a steel container
available in four colors that
will look right at home on
your shelf. Silicone liners keep
tools in their place. $185;
withcharacter.com

6. KLEIN 11-IN-1
MAGNETIC MULTI-BIT
SCREWDRIVER & NUT
DRIVER Get the most-
frequently used screwdrivers

and nut drivers in one space-
saving set. The magnetic shaft
makes changes quick. $21;
homedepot.com

7. MILWAUKEE 9-IN-1
SAE HEX KEY MULTI-
BIT DRIVER Designed for
pros, this driver contains a
magnetic shaft and clever
storage around the base
to hold hex keys. $20;
northerntool.com

8. ANVIL 1¥2-INCH STIFF
SCRAPER Use this putty
knife to prep or spackle walls,
scrape sticky residue, or pry
open a can of paint. $8;
homedepot.com

9. GATEWAY SAFETY
FLIGHT CUSHIONED EYE
SAFETY GLASSES Easily
overlooked, safety glasses
keep eyes clear of chemical
off-gassing, dust particles,
and flying objects. The temple

wings and rubber nosepiece
on this pair add comfort. $8;
amagon.com

10. RAZORSAW 9%2-INCH
DOUBLE EDGE RYOBA
FOR HARDWOODS

Trim hard or abrasive wood
with this thin handsaw. It
contains more teeth per inch
than other blades of its size to
offer a smooth and accurate
cut. $60; woodcraft.com
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EASY PIECE-Y Create a unique work of art with felt scraps or shapes cut from larger pieces of felt arranged in a
puzzlelike composition, below. (You can even involve the kids in cutting and placing scraps.) Use fabric glue
on a paintbrush to adhere the bits to a felt sheet or fabric background. Let dry before framing and hanging.

- n

L=

MIX AND MATCH

CAST-OFF SCRAPS
WITH DELIBERATELY
CUT PIECES FOR A
MATISSE-INSPIRED
COLLAGE EFFECT.

t: / s o1 ] i i’ ‘ o | i ‘} i ;I :
p n_ﬁl‘f ﬂ . }m{‘ —h-‘.\,‘.. ‘#‘f ANA‘
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BOWLED OVER Craft a charming
catchall by cutting a large circle out
of felt, right. Mark evenly spaced dots
around the circumference of the felt.
Thread a needle with embroidery
floss and sew out through the first
mark, leaving the knot on the inside
of the bowl. String a bead onto the
thread and continue stitching around
the felt until the fabric pulls into a
bowl. Tie off with a bow.

CONTRASTING AND
COMPLEMENTARY
BEADS ADD A
WHIMSICAL TOUCH
TO THIS SIMPLE

FELT BOWL.
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FOREVER FLOWERS These blooms never need water, left.
Create a fluffy felt peony by wrapping and hot-gluing a strip
of fringed yellow felt to floral wire. To finish, sew together
layers of pale orange scalloped petals and green leaves (A).
For the mum, fold and hot-glue a strip of yellow felt, then
cut slits every centimeter and roll into a cluster; secure

with hot glue. For the lavender spire, fold and hot-glue a
strip of purple felt; cut slits every centimeter. Wrap the cut
strip down the length of a piece of floral wire and finish by
attaching greenery with hot glue. To make a billy ball flower,
form a wispy 8-inch-long strip of wool roving into a ball. Dip
it in soapy water and continue rolling; rinse with hot water to
tighten the fibers. Repeat until the ball feels dense. Let dry.




READING NOOK Keep your favorite

books or magazines handy with a

felt wall pocket, this photo. Trim two

pieces of wood to 14 inches and drill
K, holes for screws. Cut felt piece (ours is

about 24 inches long) to wrap around

the wood; secure with hot glue. Use

a screwdriver to secure long screws

through the fabric and wood at both

ends of the assembly. Attach to wall.

SLIDE SCREWS
THROUGH 4-INCH
BRASS SLEEVES
FOR A STYLISH
FINISHING TOUCH.



~ 1 REST SPOT Capture a sunset you can enjoy
5 ‘ any time, this photo. Cut wavy strips of felt in
' various colors slightly longer than the length
of your pillow form. Overlap and sew the
| strips together with a zigzag stitch; add the
: ! sun on top. Once the front is finished, sew it
z. ' to the back with right sides together, leaving
| q an opening at the bottom to slide in a pillow
" form. Flip the cover right side out, insert a
pillow form, and hand-stitch the pillow closed.

ARRANGE AND
SPACE YOUR STRIPS
BEFORE SEWING TO
ENSURE A DESIRABLE
COMPOSITION.



SLIP THE SOAPY, WET
WOOL-COVERED
BALL INTO A PLASTIC
BAG BEFORE
ROLLING TO KEEP
YOUR HANDS DRY.

POT HOLDER Turn wool roving into a textured planter, above. Pull off 10-inch sections of roving and
wrap around a fist-size plastic ball as evenly as possible. Once you've reached a desired thickness, slide
the wrapped ball into the toe of pantyhose and tie off to hold together. Dip the woolly ball into soapy
water and roll in your hands; pour hot water over the ball to tighten the fibers. Roll onto a folded towel
until the wool starts to harden and bind together (about 15 minutes). Remove the pantyhose and cut a
round opening into the wool to remove the plastic ball. Continue shaping the bowl, if heeded, and set a
planter inside to finish.
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SOFT SERVE Design a
cozy table setting with
felt coasters and napkin
rings, left and opposite.
Create the napkin rings
by cutting felt into a
5-inch strip with rounded
ends (test the wrap
around your napkin to
ensure a good fit). Make
the clasp by snipping a
slit on opposite sides of
the strip, even distance
from the end, to slide
into each other (A). To
create the straight and
curved edges of the

felt centerpiece, use a
circle template and a
straightedge, like a ruler,
to create a semicircle,
and then cut the piece
in half so they fit
together modularly.

CHOOSE FELT
PIECES IN
CONTRASTING

COLORS TO CREATE

A TABLE SETTING
WITH A MODERN
AESTHETIC.

BETTER

DON'T HAVE A TEMPLATE?
FIND SOMETHING AROUND
THE HOUSE! A PIZZA PAN
MAKES THE PERFECT CIRCLE
FOR PLACE MATS, WHILE
A SMALL PLATE OR BOWL
WORKS GREAT
FOR COASTERS.

FOR RESOURCES
SEE PAGE 93.
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SET TO IMPRESS Give larger leftover pieces of felt new life by turning them into custom place mats, above.
Begin by using a straightedge to create the sides, and then add visual interest on one end by cutting a half
circle or adding a textural detail like fringe or a scalloped edge.



AN

DY GIRL

Get the most out of your home and the things in it by
cleaning and caring for them all year. Do the work now, and

you won't need to replace items before their time is up.
WORDS KELLY ROBERSON ILLUSTRATIONS ANKE REGA

> Wash off dust and debris. Give each furniture

piece—whether it's metal, wood, or vinyl—a
good scrub. | spray every area of my metal
furniture (including the undersides) with a power
washer. If your item needs a lighter touch, enlist
a rag and a bucket of warm soapy water. Rinse
suds off and let dry in a sunny spot.

I Clean the soft elements. I'm talking cushion

covers. If yours are removable, take them off and
clean per the instructions. Mine are machine-
washable, and | leave them in the sun to air-dry.
One trick: Wash with closed zippers to prevent
stray threads from getting caught in the machine.

' MAKE YOUR OUTDOOR
FURNITURE LOOK NEW AGAIN

I Freshen the harder-to-wash pieces. If you

> Take care of wood and painted furniture. More

HEY, HANDY GIRLS!

You know what I hate? Buying new
stuff—especially when it means replacing
things I didn’t care for properly. In our
house, we refer to it as “opportunity cost.
The extra few minutes to clean, repair, or
maintain an item can save you the time
and expense of purchasing it again later.
This spring, I'm excited to invest some
time into fixing squeaks, scrubbing tools,
and replacing parts. Want to join me?
Add some of these to-dos to your task list.

2»

(9

have cushions with nonremovable covers, clean
these with a power washer as well. Test on a
corner first to make sure the fabric holds up to
the water pressure. Once you're done, leave the
cushions in the sun to dry.

upkeep may be required for these pieces, such
as repainting or restaining each season. Cover
the furniture during inclement weather (and
throughout the winter if your climate requires it)
to extend appearance and functionality.




GET YOUR GARAGE DOOR IN GEAR

TWO YEARS AGO, | NOTICED SOMETHING STRANGE WHEN | CLOSED MY GARAGE DOOR: MUSHROOMS.
TURNS OUT, THE DOOR'S SURFACE WASN'T PROPERLY SEALED, WHICH CREATED A MOIST, JUST-RIGHT
ENVIRONMENT FOR FUNGI TO GROW. | DISCOVERED THAT A FEW NEW BOARDS MADE THE ISSUE AN
EASY FIX—AND THAT GARAGE DOOR MAINTENANCE IS SURPRISINGLY SIMPLE. FOLLOW THESE
FIVE STEPS TO MAKE SURE YOUR DOOR STAYS IN GOOD WORKING ORDER.

Watch the door move. A good eye (and ear) can

prevent small things from turning into big expenses.

If your garage door moves jerkily or gets stuck,
check if any part of the hardware is loose, cracked,

or worn, and repair or replace if needed. Then, close

and power off the door to clean the rollers and
springs with a rag and lithium-based lubricant.

2 Examine the auto-stop feature. Activate the garage
door and wave your hand or foot in front of the
sensor. If the door stops, no worries. If it doesn't,
something could be blocking the infrared light
(placed about foot height) that sends an alert
to the door. Move or rearrange the problem item
so the stop function can safely work again.

Oil the door chain. Located parallel to the floor, this
part feeds into the control unit at the ceiling and
keeps the metal pieces moving smoothly. While
oiling, ensure the chain remains snug.

4; Replace the weather stripping as necessary. This

piece of rubber on the bottom of the door will wear
out over time (unfortunately, there’'s not much you
can do about it). Easily replace it with a few screws.

Clean the door. Subject to year-round elements,
garage doors inevitably get dirty. A quick power
wash will keep the paint on yours looking like new
and can also give you a chance to notice any areas
that might need a touch-up.

Remember to Replace Filters

I'm not going to admit how long it took me to change
the water filter in my fridge. It's one of those tasks that
often gets pushed to the back burner—or off the burner
altogether. That is, until | decided to automate it.

First, | looked up the replacement schedule for the fridge
filter and other filters in my life—air purifier, dehumidifier,
vacuum—and set up a recurring purchase for each, which

BHG.COM/DIYMAGAZINE

you can do through big-box store websites and local
businesses alike. When it arrives in the mail, | know it's
time to swap it out.

If you don't want to automate the actual purchase of new
filters, set up a reminder on your calendar or phone. When
it pops up, head to the store for a new filter and add the
job to your weekend to-do list.
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Spruce Up
Stainless Steel

SINKS Avoid built-up scum and
bacteria by clearing your sink of
food, dishes, and silverware as much
as possible. Wash daily with a little
warm water, dish soap, and a rag.
Once a week, apply a baking soda
paste or stainless-steel cleaning
product directly to the sink surface.
Scrub with a soft cloth, rinse
thoroughly, and enjoy the sparkle.

APPLIANCES Clean daily grime
with warm water, dish soap, and a
rag. For extra shine on the surface
of your fridge or oven, turn to a
nonabrasive glass cleaner.

YES, YOU CAN FIX A WINDOWSILL

IN MY MIND, REPLACEMENT WINDOWS ARE ONE OF THOSE BIG-TICKET, BIG-SKILL PROJECTS
THAT | WAS HAPPY TO FARM OUT TO A PROFESSIONAL. BUT INTERIOR WINDOWSILLS? THEY'RE
DOABLE AND NOT AS DIFFICULT TO FIX AS YOU MIGHT THINK.

* Remove the original sill. Most are probably e Slide in the new sill. If you're gluing stone,
wood. Loosen the edges of the sill so it can follow the manufacturer’s directions. If you're
pop up and off. For wood, this may entail replacing it with wood, nail the new sill into
using a hammer and putty knife to gently the frame. Cover the nail holes with putty,
tap around the edges to loosen, and then sand smooth, and seal or paint as needed.

tapping up from the sill's underside to remove.
If the sill is glued in place, you may be able to

gently tap from below—it just depends on ..AND A WINDOW SCREEN! You know those small
the shape the sillis in. tears you probably have in a few window screens? Like
anything, they can lead to bigger rips (and bigger repair
jobs). | like to keep a few heat-activated screen repair kits
on hand to quickly mend those rips. Simply attach the
small screen kit, use a hair dryer to activate the glue, and

e Clean the now sill-less window. Remove voila! No more spots for bugs to sneak through.
excess glue or putty and any dirt or grime.

¢ Save the sill. This is your template; use it to
cut a new piece of wood or stone—whichever
material you're using.
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KEEP YOUR HAND
TOOLS IN TOP SHAPE

Extend the life of your hammers,
wrenches, and screwdrivers in just
two simple steps.

Once you're finished using a tool, take five
minutes (or less!) to wipe off any dirt or residue from
its surface, spray metal parts with WD-40, and wipe a
final time.

House your tools in a clean, covered spot
that's protected from the worst of the elements. Try a
pegboard in the garage, hooks at a workbench, or the
classic toolbox stashed on a shelf.

Total Property Care
Done Right” “

3 » Mowers 4=
» Edgers

Field & Fences

o Field and Brush
. Mowers

» Trimmer
Mowers

Landscaping
o Leaf and Lawn Vacs
o Stump Grinders

« Powerwagons

GoDRpower.com




SEW EASY

DOG BE

Give your furry bestie a comfortable place to rest

that also matches your home’s style and palette.

PROJECT LACEY HOWARD + SONJA CARMON
PHOTOGRAPHS MARTY BALDWIN WORDS LACEY HOWARD

MAKE IT

« 1 yard each of two coordinating fabrics
(for a finished 19x27-inch cushion)
» Grosgrain ribbon (ours is 2 inches wide)
» Sewing machine and thread
 Ruler and marking pencil
e lron and ironing board
« 2 bed pillows, towels, or a blanket for stuffing

Cut one piece of fabric for the top of the
bed to 20x28 inches. Cut two pieces of fabric
for the bottom of the bed to 20x19 inches
each. Cut three pieces of fabric for the edge
of the bed to 4x45 inches each (or the width
of your fabric). Cut an 8-inch length of ribbon.
On one short end of both bottom pieces, fold
%2 inch, press, then fold again, press (A), and
hem (each piece should now measure 20x18
inches). Lay the two bottom pieces of fabric
on top of the top piece, lining up the outer
edges so the two hemmed edges overlap
in the center (B). Pin the overlap at the raw
edges and stitch along the sides where the
two pinned pieces overlap to create a single
bottom piece. (The opening in the center will
allow you to insert the stuffing.) Be sure to
stitch forward, reverse, and forward again

at each start and stop.
Better Homes

FGardens, e ity : Pin the ends of the edge pieces together
at the short ends (C) to make one long strip,
matching the pattern if needed, and stitch.

With right sides together and starting at
a corner, pin the long edge of the edge piece
45-INCH COTTON ’io Ithe top piece, aligning the edges (D). Stitch
FABRICS PRECUT INTO /2 inch from the raw edges (E), pivoting at
2-YARD LENGTHS ARE

PERFECT FOR THIS
PROJECT.







DO IT
BETTER

DON'T TOSS OLD BED PILLOWS,
TOWELS, BLANKETS, FABRIC
SCRAPS, OR OTHER SOFT
ITEMS. UPCYCLE THEM AS THE
STUFFING FOR A DOG BED.
YOUR PUP WILL GLADLY COZY
UP ON A FLUFFY SPOT THAT

ALREADY SMELLS LIKE YOU
AND YOUR HOME.

the corners. At the final corner, cut away the
excess of the edge piece, stitch the short ends
of the edge together, and finish stitching

the edge to the top piece.

Find the center on one long side of the
edge piece. Measure, mark, and pin the ribbon
as a handle, folding in each end about 1 inch
(F). Topstitch the ends in place (G).

Lay the bottom assembly on your work
surface, right side up, and then arrange the top
and edge pieces so you can mark places on the
edge piece where it will meet the corners of
the bottom piece (we cut tiny arrows) (H). Make
a 45-degree fold in the edge piece at each
corner. Pin and stitch the bottom to the edge
with a %2-inch seam. Turn right side out and
press the edges. Topstitch the perimeter of the
top and bottom with a ¥s-inch seam to form
the flange (l). Insert pillows, towels, or a blanket
through the envelope opening on the bottom.

E l ; E SCAN TO SHOP! Hover your

l' . phone over the smart code to
find the Better Homes & Gardens
fabric line at Walmart.

FOR RESOURCES SEE PAGE 93.
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WOUNDED WARRIOR
PROJECT

Wounded Warrior Project® (WWP) is committed to serving the post-9/11
generation of injured service members, ensuring they get the care, attention,
and support they deserve. Our services in mental health, physical hea