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To do g,ood work you need good lighting. We look at 5 different options. 

BY CARL DUGUAY 

I
n order to work safely and accurately, 
good workshop and jobsite lighting 
is important. Whether you're laying 

out cut lines, chopping mortises, sanding 
and applying a finish, installing crown 
moulding or trimming a door, you need 
to clearly see what you're doing to do the 
job well. 

In the workshop you need properly 
spaced overhead area lighting as well as 
focused task lighting at the workbench. 
Depending on how your overhead lighting 
is laid out, and the availability of natu-
ral lighting from windows, you many also 
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need task lighting positioned adjacent to 
some of your shop machinery. 

Similarly, when working at ajobsite you 
may need a combination of both area and 
task lighting that can be easily and quickly 
repositioned and repurposed for the tasks 
at hand. The style and number of light­
ing appliances you need, along with the 
amount of light (measured in lumens) 
will, of course, depend on the type of job· 
site work you do. 

As lithium-ion batteries have largely 
displaced NiCad batteries in the cordless 
tool market, LED (light-emitting diode) 
lamps are replacing incandescent, halogen 
and fluorescent lamps. One of the major 

advantages of LED lamps is their consider­
ably longer life span- upwards of 50,000 
hours. They're also much more energy effi­
cient, generate less heat and are mercury 
free (though some may contain lead and 
arsenic). And, compared to some fluores­
cents, they attain full brightness instantly 
and don't hum or flicker. They are mol}e 
expensive to purchase than other types of 
lamps, though prices have been dropping 
steadily as they become more pervasive in 
the market. 

In this article we look at five styles of 
LED lights for use in the shop and on 
a jobsite, and list some of our favourite 
models. 
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Ceiling fixtures 
Fluorescent tubular lighting is the de facto lighting appliance in 
most workshops. TLED (Tubular LED) replacement tubes in 
T12 (1-1/21

' diameter), T8 (1") and TS (5/8") formats are avail­
able as an upgrade for existing fluorescent fixtures. Ther,e are 
several types of TLED tubes. For Type B TLEDs you need to 
remove the ballast from the fixture before installing the new 
tubes. However, Type A TLEDs are generally a better choice, as, 
they have an integrated driver, so can be installed directly into 
your existing fluorescent fixture. The Philips InstantFit LED 
lSW (Watts) 48" T8 tube ($12), is rated for 50,000 hours and is 
available in colour temperatures from 3000K (Kelvin) to SOOOK. 

You can also purchase TLED fixtures (most come with an 
installed 1LED tube) at just about any home improvement center 
or lighting retailer. 

Sources: HomeHardware.ca, Lighting.philips.ca, Sylvania.com 

Bench m.ounted 
The ubiquitous swing~arm and flexible neck clamp-on lamps are 
popular because they're inexpensive, can be easily attached to 
most work surfaces and the light can be positioned to focus right 
where it's needed. 

Magnetic-Mount Work Light, 
15J7701 

$39.50 
LeeValley.com 

As either an alternative or supplement to a flexible clamp-on 
lamp this light has an 18" flexible neck with a rare-earth mag­

net base enabling you to attach it to any metal surface. There are 
optional3/4u (#15J7704) and 20-mm (#15J7705) dog hole posts 

($4 each) so you can mount the light on a workbench. It uses 
three AA batteries for up to S hours of continuous operation. 

shop news 

Lithonia Chrome Diamond 
Plate Linkable Fixture 
$59.99 
Available from Home Hardware, this fixture enables you to 
connect up to 10 fixtures using a single power cord. The tube 
has a 4000K colour temperature with a CRI (colour rendering 
index) of 80 and consumes 40W. 

Uberlight 
< 3000TL 

$102.70 
Reliablecorporation.ca 

This high-quality AC-powered fixture has a clamping 
capacity of 1-3/4" and its 26" flexible metal arm keeps 
the lamp head firmly in place. The 28 surface mounted 
LED diodes have a 5700 to 6500K colour temperature 
and you can switch between 200 or 500 lumens of light 
output. A honeycomb lens cover reduces glare. 

rnirknig.su 

New King Canada Multi-tool w/ Quick Release 
Sponsored: The new 8349QR Performance Plus 30 pc. variable-speed oscillating multi-tool from King Canada 
is the most useful and versatile power tool you will ever own. The oscillatrng action allows for use as a detail 
sander, plunge saw, drywall cut-out tool, scraper, grout removal tool and more. Now with a quick-releas.e blade 
changing system allowing, you to quickJy and easily switch between appl ications. The kit/ which retails for 
under $60, includes sanding pad, 24 assorted pieces of sandpaper, scraper blade, 35 mm Tru-Cut offset saw 
blade, high-speed steel segment saw blade and case. Visit Kingcanada.com for more details. 
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