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Precisely what you’ve been
— looking for...

8390

12" Sliding Dual Compound
Miter Saw With
Twin Laser

Fully adjustable twin lasers, sectional

fences, improved bevel positive stops,
upper dual rail sliding system,
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horizontal handles all combine to

make these new models the best yet.
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Nogmore splitting headaches!

e
e —

1
@

= i =R )

== ,-A."“-ht‘n
\
B, Kcsis
0 5 Ton Log Splitter
~

Powerful 2 HP
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Put down your axe....

And speed your way through the
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woodpile with Log Splitters from King.
The solid wide wedges, advanced
hydraulic systems and rapid cycle
times all combine for efficient splitting.

With less bending, reaching and KC 6'_8

6 Ton Log Splitter
Powerful 2 HP

lifting you will have more energy for
other chores. Or just spend less time
splitting and more time sitting — it's
up to you. Check out the complete
line of electric and gasoline log

L~ ~ --~
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15 Ton Log Splitter
Powerful 6.5 HP
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KCC-Z274.5
22 Ton Log Splitter
Powerful 6.5 HP
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Make a Wooden Bow

BY CHRIS WONG

Why not add some wood to your gift-wrapping this
holiday season? Create a hand-made wooden bow.

8 Great Woodworking Books

BY ROB BROWN

From turning to carving, tools and tips to design
inspiration, here are some great books for your shelf.

Build Your Own Picture Frames

BY BILL PERRY

Although not a difficult project, making picture frames
does require some neat tricks and a solid approach.
Learn the basics today, and enjoy your work forever.

66 Hot Products

Arriving just in time for Christmas, check out
this season’s best offerings.
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Build a Traditional Sleigh s o som

Winter is a great time for working wood. It's also a
great time for sledding. This winter why not do both?
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Special Buy

We have worked closely with our factories & local suppliers to bring you 4 fantastic
machinery specials in-time for the holiday season. These 4 popular machines are
available for a limited time at these prices. Strictly while quantities last.

13” Dual Speed
Planer

DEWALT

A fantastic deal on our best selling planer. This planer is
built rock sold and features a great combination of power

and precision.
e —

585

Reg. $699.00
Model DW735

S

DW7351

DW7352

BONUS

FREE Folding Feed Tables
(DW7351) and FREE Extra

Set
with

of Knives (DW7352)
purchase of DW735.

While quantities last.
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14” Deluxe Wood
g Band Saw

54

Reg. $799.00
Model CX104

This unit features a powerful THP motor, 2 cutting
speeds, powder coated paint, quick tension release
and a one piece upper body for added stability.

Cast Iron Table Size: 14” x 18”
(Including sheet metal extension table)
Table Tilt: -5° to 45°

Maximum Cutting Height: 7”

Floor to Table Height: 44”

Dust Collection Port: 4”

ONUS
Instructional DVD - CX104
omplete step by step instructional
video “From set up to first cut”
with Mark Eaton
ree with purchase of the CX104

BONUS

Fence Combo Pack Model
(xreg KMS7200SP only $129
with purchase of CX104

Value $155.97 - Includes:

Fence, Microadjuster,

8" Parallelogram
Jointer

Our best selling Jointer now available at a fantastic
price. Features a powerful 3HP motor, 4 knife
cutter-head, integrated mobile base, powder coated
paint and top mounted switch.

Table Size - 8" x 76 3/8"
Max. Depth of Cut - 1/8"
Max. Rabbeting Depth - 1/2"
Weight: 230 kg
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2 Busy Bee Tools

NewWestmlnster Concord - Mississauga - Ottawa - London - Barrie -

979

Reg. $1349.00
Model CX08

& Bandsaw Book
& CRAFTEX 10" x 18" Gear
Head Machine

4551149

One of our best selling bench lathes, this unit features a
powerful 3/4HP motor, 1" spindle bore and overall heavy ~ Reg. $1699.00
duty construction. Model B2227L

Twin Belt Drives to 6 Speed (115 - 1626) RPM Gearbox
Swing Over Bed: 10"

Swing Over Cross Slide: 5"

MT4 Spindle Taper

2 Year Warranty

Optional Cabinet Stand for B2227L
Model B2227L100 - Reg. $299.00 Sale $249.00

PRICES VALID UNTIL JANUARY 7™, 2013

busybeetools.com,

1-800-461-BUSY (2879)

Pickering - Dartmouth N.S. - Calgary - Edmonton




editor'sletter

rbrown@canadianwoodworking.com

hen I was a kid, every year I struggled with trying to decide what to

get my parents for Christmas. They were no help to the 10-year-old

me. I dreamt of giving my dad a new motor for the boat; my mom a
Great Dane puppy; gifts I thought would work for them, and knew would defi-
nitely work for me. But every year, when they refused to give me the allowance
raise I needed to purchase their dream gifts, and I'd grouch and grumble about
not being able to get them anything good, they’d console me by saying “as long
as you make it, I will love it”. It only took 20 years for me to hear them and under-
stand the truth of that statement. A hand-made gift says as much about the
giver as it does the receiver. It’s a confirmation of relationship, a declaration of
love. And it’s way less work than a puppy.

We have a few hand-made gift ideas for you this holiday season. Bill Perry
points you in the right direction when it comes to constructing the seemingly
simple picture frame. I write about the children’s sleigh I made last year. It got
my family and me out the door on some chilly days for some great fun. It was
also a pleasure to build. Our last gift project goes on the gift; Chris Wong shows
you how to make a wooden bow.

This issue is also packed with great stuff for you and your workshop. With a
list of eight woodworking books, and 66 of the season’s hottest products, you're
sure to find something here for yourself.

As much as we don’t want to, this is also a good time of the year to get our
finances in order. I talked with four financial and renovation experts about plan-
ning, and paying for, a major renovation. If you’re planning to do something big
to your home in the near future don’t miss this round-table discussion.

Canadian Woodworking & Home Improvement wishes you a safe and merry holi-
day season with your family and friends.

Rob Brown

Bill MacDonald

Paul Fulcher Joan Riou
Publisher & Advertising Director Circulation Forum Administrator
pfulcher circdept bmacdonald

@canadianwoodworking.com @canadianwoodworking.com @canadianwoodworking.com
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Incredible Sale Pricing!

o OVER A MILLION SQUARE FEET PACKED TO THE RAFTERS WITH MACHINERY & TOOLS
« 2 OVERSEAS QUALITY CONTROL OFFICES STAFFED WITH QUALIFIED GRIZZLY ENGINEERS
- o HUGE PARTS FACILITY WITH OVER 1 MILLION PARTS IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES
Industrial o TRAINED SERVICE TECHNICIANS AT ALL 3 LOCATIONS o MOST ORDERS SHIP THE SAME DAY

PURVEYORS OF FINE MACHINERY®, SINCE 1983!  Holiday Sale From 11/1/12 - 12/31/12

MADE IN TAIWAN

FREE SAFETY
& PUSH BLOCKS

§ Buin

MADE IN TAIWAN

o

800-523-4777 grizzly.com' 58

MENTION THIS CODE TECHNICAL SERVICE:

WHEN PLACING YOUR ORDER
EZEf="] 3 GREATSHOWROOMS! BELLINGHAM, WA * MUNCY, PA ¢ SPRINGFIELD, MO 570-546-9663
15176 =




readers'letters woodworkers'gallery

Thanks for the inspiration!
I saw your shop project in the
Oct/Nov ’12 issue of CWM and
thought I would make one for my
10-year-old grandson. I took the proj-
ect a little further and added some
tool-holders on both sides so it could

hold a few more tools for an older
child.

Thank you,
Graham S.
Brantford, ON

Custom Router Table
by Mohammad Salavatipour

Though Mohammad Salavatipour, of Edmonton, Alberta doesn’t get to
spend a lot of time in his shop, he does enjoy making it look and run bet-
ter. The base of his router table is mainly Baltic birch plywood with solid
walnut edging, while the top consists of two layers of MDF with a lami-
nate top surface. The router table moves on four casters, and it has four
leveling feet that can be lowered when the unit is in use. Mohammad
wired it so he could easily turn it off with his leg at the end of a cut. All
the storage drawers keep accessories, bits and tools close by, making time
in the shop more productive.

Show your work to the world!
Visit canadianwoodworking.com and join our forum!

Correction

In our October/November table of contents,
we did not credit Oren Feigenbaum for his
cabinet. Ingeborg Suzanne took the photo.

bestbuild

NEW SUBSCRIBER
Wayne C.
St. Catharines, ON
has won a 1HP Dust
Collector from General

FRTA,

Check out the Woodworking
section of our forum for our
latest “Best Build” thread — a

International. set of six dining chairs. This
month’s winner, Dennis Cooper,

Garry B. receives a dual marking gauge

Komoka, ON from Lee Valley.

has won a $250 gift

certificate from Lee Valley.

www.forum.canadianwoodworking.com
Subscribe or renew now for your chance to win!
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product news

Coming Events

Hamilton Woodworking Show
January 25, 26, 27, 2013
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum
9280 Airpport Rd.
Hamilton, ON
www.hamiltonshows.com

33rd Annual Niagara Woodcarvers
Show/Competition

April 6,7, 2013
Optimist Recreational Park
4751 Dorchester Rd.
Niagara Falls (at Morrison), ON
www.hiagarawoodcarvers.ca

Atlantic Canada Woodworking
Conference

April 15,16, 17, 2013
Kay Short
709-695-3688
Port aux Basques, NL
2013woodworkingconference
@gmail.com

For more woodworking events:
www.CanadianWoodworking.com
List your club and event FREE.

shopnews

The Tormek way of sharpening

When you use a water-cooled Tormek sharpening system, repeatability is sim-
ple. Whether you're sharpening a chisel, plane iron, carving gouge or kitchen
utensil, the tool is always guided by a jig. This process also removes less mate-
rial, extending the life of your tools, and is more accurate. Even complicated
shapes such as fingernail turning gouges, spoon-carving gouges and oval
skew chisels with a radiused edge are easily sharpened. The water-lubricated
grindstone and the final power honing on the leather honing wheel work the
same way as benchstone sharpening, except the motorized process speeds up
the work. Visit www.tormek.com for more details.

Laminate flooring is very tough, wreaking havoc on blades. This laminate flooring
cutter from King Canada makes short work of cutting laminate flooring, engi-
neered wood and even vinyl siding. It will handle product up to 13" wide and /3"
thick, and makes absolutely no dust or noise. The sturdy steel and aluminum cut-
ter has a long handle for increased leverage and will cut angles up to 45°. Weighing
in at 14 lbs., this unit is great for taking to jobsites or hauling around your home as
you work. $139.99. For more information, visit www.kingcanada.com.

Prize
Winner!

Thomas Neil, right,
with Scott O'Dell,
owner of Home
Hardware in Maple
Ridge BC. Thomas won
a TradeMaster 10"
Sliding Compound
Mitre Saw from
Home Hardware.
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Getting an Education in

Construction

Kasandra Bliss has gone through tough times in
recent years, but is more determined than ever to see
her career in construction come to fruition.

BY CARRIE NICHOLSON

asandra Bliss is a rarity in the Carpentry Program

at Grande Prairie Regional College (GPRC), not

because she is a woman in a physically demanding

nd predominantly male industry, but because she

shouldn’t even be walking. “It’s a miracle I'm still doing this,”
she says, referring to the June 2010 car accident that broke her
neck. The break was so bad that titanium plates and screws
had to be surgically inserted into her neck and she was placed
in traction. “The doctor said some people with this type of
break end up as a quadriplegic, so they were not sure I would
ever do this kind of work again.”

After three months in a neck brace and a lot of support from
friends and family, Kasandra was anxious to get back into
what she loves: building things. “My biggest worry was taking
care of my little girl and to be back in carpentry.”

Kasandra, who is about to graduate from the four-year
Apprenticeship Carpentry Program, didn’t let a major injury

8 CANADIAN WOODWORKING & HOME IMPROVEMENT

get in her way. With approval from her doctor she headed back
to school in the spring of 2011. GPRC Carpentry Instructor
Gary Thompson has taught Kasandra from day one and
admires her perseverance. “There were never any complaints
or excuses and I respected that.” Dave Long, chair of the
Carpentry Program, agrees. “She’s a great example of some-
one who looks ahead for the finish line and is going to meet
that challenge.”

Enjoying the Outdoors

It’s obvious from talking to Kasandra why she chose to go
into carpentry. “It’s something you never get tired of. You have
to use your brain and there’s math involved. It’s challenging
mentally and then you must meet that challenge physically
too.” She points out why it’s better than a desk job. “You're
not going home stiff and sore from sitting all day; you get to
move and if you're outside, enjoy the sun.”

For Kasandra, the carpentry trade is not only a passion but
also a family tradition. “I always liked trades in general; and

December/January 2013

Photos by Cheryl Frank, GPRC



Assembling a Career - Bliss working with her instructor at GPRC while
they put together some casegoods.

along the way there were little things that led me to it.” One

of those little things was the guidance she received from her
grandfather as a child. “When I was a kid I would try to con-
struct things,” she laughs. “They didn’t always turn out so well.
My grandpa, a carpenter and autobodyman, showed me a cou-
ple of things and helped me out.”

Kasandra is enjoying working for R & D Enterprises in
Grimshaw, Alberta. “I like the work we do. Day to day it
changes; sometimes we are doing additions, sometimes we
are building in the oil field and sometimes we are doing
renovations.”

Her employers encouraged Kasandra to get her certifica-
tion as a journeyman. Initially it was the close location that
brought her to GPRC Fairview Campus for training but the
personable instructors and small classes keep her coming back.
“Fairview campus has a great community feel; the instructors
are invested in the students, they motivate you and try to help
you out if you need it. They have a great set-up in the shop
and it’s nice to work with a variety of tools without having to
wait behind seven or eight other students.”

Her instructors say it’s a two-way street. “She’s a real go-get-
ter, a capable student and she has excellent hand skills,” says
Long. “Her ability to work any problem out mathematically is
fantastic.” Thompson adds, “You’'d expect her to be a bigger
girl. She’s just around 5'3" or so, but she does everything the
guys do, and it doesn’t faze her at all.”

She has run into some roadblocks in the past getting hired.
Some companies hear a girl on the phone and they think, “I'm
not calling that one back”. As a certified journeyman now, a
resume will have a little more weight.

A Rewarding Occupation

In fact, the industry may be turning its attention to the posi-
tive attributes a woman can bring to the jobsite. “I've been in
this business 30 years,” says Thompson. “And now I am seeing
more women do every step of the trade — even concrete, which is
hard on the body.” Long says he hopes more women will enroll
because there are inherent aspects of carpentry work that are
suited to them: “There is this historical stereotype but the women
I have taught really enjoy it because it’s a very creative, imagina-
tive trade; you are constantly visualizing projects and seeing them
come to fruition. Women tend to be naturally creative.”

Lots to Learn — At college Bliss learned a lot about the machinery, tools
and materials that are used in the trade.

Helping Hands - Bliss, center, with (L to R) Gary Thompson (instructor,
carpentry, GPRC), Dave Long (chair, carpentry/pipe trades & power
engineering, GPRC), Pete Dechant (instructor, carpentry, GPRC) and Chris
Laue (dean, trades, agriculture and environment, GPRC).

For prospective female students looking to get into the indus-
try, Kasandra recommends they take an introductory course to
see if there is a good fit. “If they like to work with their hands,
there’s a program at GPRC called Trades Work for Women, a
Government of Alberta program.”

She says she not only finds satisfaction in a job well done
but also in the transformation of the project itself: “It’s awe-
some during the building process; it’s almost as if you have
x-ray vision. You can see all the steps and layers going into
the project.” When asked if she would like to move up and
one day run a construction crew, Kasandra is modest for
someone who has accomplished a lot. “We'll see further
down the road — that would be alright. Right now I’'m focus-
ing on getting as much information and
skills as I can.”

CARRIE NICHOLSON
morecj@gmail.com

hushand the cook. Her favourite activity is spending
time dressing up with her two little girls.
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Common Cents:

RENOVATION
FINANCING

Most of us enjoy making small improvements to our own
home, but what about the big stuff? And what about
financing a larger renovation? Will it improve your home’s
resale value? What will give you the most bang for your
buck? How should you obtain credit to finance a large
renovation? | spoke with four professionals and asked them
all about the financial side of renovating a home.

BY ROB BROWN

Photo: Dreamstime
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Brendan Matt Dunkin,
Charters, general
development  contractor,
manager, owner, Green
Eurodale By Design
Developments

Inc.

In this economy, what do you
hear from people as their
main worry about renovating
their home?

BC: Typically they are fearful of over-
spending and not getting the return on
their investment. There is more value in
a well-designed renovation.

Is this a good or bad time to
renovate your home, and why?

BC: It's a great time to renovate.
Interest rates are at historical lows
and material rates are still (somewhat)
depressed given the stoppage of work
in the US. This will be a different story
when interest rates rise and the US hous-
ing crisis sees a solid recovery. Lumber
prices have already increased 18 per-
cent since January 2012 with only a very

minor re-start to new home construction.

Once things are back to normal growth
rates and interest rates begin to climb,
the costs will be much higher than we
are seeing today.

FH: In the current real estate environ-
ment, many home owners may decide
to give their home a facelift instead
of moving, seeing renovation as a less
expensive option since housing prices
are so high. Renovating lets you keep
what you like about your current home
and change what you don't like, and is
usually a more affordable option than
moving. Some renovations can save
you money on your energy bill, allow

Farhaneh Dan Wilson,
Haque, AACI
Director of President
Mortgage elect,
Advice, TD Appraisal
Canada Trust Institute of
Canada

you to generate income or even save
you money on insurance premiums.

Assuming people have the
skills to complete a part or all
of the reno, will renovating
your own home save you much
money, in the long run?

BC: Of course, assuming they don’t
mess anything up of course. Sweat
equity will save you immensely in the
labour costs, but you must ask yourself if
it is the best use of your time and energy,
or if it makes better sense for you to be
doing something else and leaving the
project up to the pros.

MD: When deciding what you will hire
out and what you will do yourself, you'll
need to weigh your skill set, priorities, and
quality tolerances for both the process and
the end product. You may have always
wanted to tile your bathroom, but you may
not know how. If you learn how, it may
not turn out as professionally as if you had
hired the work out, but you will have had
the satisfaction of doing it yourself, which
may be important to you. If you want to
act as your own general contractor because
you want to, that may be doable, but if
you do it only to save money it may end
up costing you more. Bringing together a
group of tradespeople who need to dove-
tail together their services on a project like
a bathroom is no small feat. If you have
to give up pay to complete the work, in
the long run it could cost you as much, or
more, as hiring someone else.

BE A

BETTER

wWOOD
WORKER

17 PLUS

to use a pinner
for trim work

NOW ONLINE AT
grextools.com

@ 905-838-4887
www.grexcanada.com




Are there general situations
when you advise people not to
spend money to renovate?

BC: If the house is not structurally
sound, it may make better sense to tear it
down and build new. Likewise, if it will
create crushing debt issues then obvi-
ously it doesn’t make sense.

FH: According to Canadian Mortgage
and Housing Corporation guidelines,
your monthly debt load (the amount
that goes towards paying down debt
each month) should not be any more
than 44 percent of your total pre-tax
monthly income. Although renovating
your home can be a wise investment, if
financing the renovation will bring you
over that threshold, you should con-
centrate on paying down debt before
renovating.

DW: Renovations in homes that are
already priced at the upper end of the
range for the neighbourhood (i.e., your
house is the highest price home on the
block) will generally provide lower returns
than those priced at the lower or mid-range
for the neighbourhood. Replacing items
for personal taste — modern style cabinets
with another type of cabinet — will not
provide returns to the degree of updating
dated cabinets with modern cabinets. Also
renovations in homes that have mainte-
nance problems will have a much lower
impact on re-sale price. For example, reno-
vating the bathroom when the roof needs
replacing is a bad idea.

Are there certain types of
renovations that you would
recommend over others?

BC: Not often thought of as renova-
tions, general maintenance and upkeep
is key to protecting your investment.

I would put that at the top of the list.
Second, I would suggest your money

is best invested in a kitchen and bath
renovation since they yield such high
return on both enjoyment value and
resale value. If you are seeking addi-
tional space, don’t discount the basement
remodel or the attic conversion. They
can be a cost-effective way to obtain
great additional living space.

FH: Many times there are green options
for your renovation project that I'd

12 CANADIAN WOODWORKING & HOME IMPROVEMENT

recommend investigating. For example,
if you're replacing your windows, look
for insulated glass. Sometimes these
options cost a bit more initially, but
they can make sense financially in the
long-run.

DW: Generally, landscaping and
painting are cost effective high return
renovations. Followed by flooring,
kitchen and bathroom renovations.
However, always keep in mind the price
level of your home and its position in the
market. Putting a million dollar kitchen
in a $50,000 house simply does not make
sense. In some areas of the country, out-
door living areas (well-constructed decks
and patios) are also a good investment.

What are the best ways to
obtain credit/cash in order to
complete a renovation?

BC: I suggest working with a mort-
gage broker to find the institution that
is providing the most competitive rates,
and are familiar with the home renova-
tion lending process. HELOC’s (home
equity line of credit) has proven to be the
easiest, second would be a refinance of
a current mortgage. If your lender has a
series of stage draws, ensure your project
funding works with their proposed draw
schedule.

FH: A home equity line of credit or
a mortgage refinance both allow you
to use the equity you've built in your
home to finance a renovation. It can be
a lower interest option than other forms
of credit (credit cards, unsecured lines of
credit, etc.). With either option you can
access up to 80 percent of the appraised
value or purchase price of your home
(whichever is lower) to apply toward the
renovation. Crunch the numbers with
a financial advisor, who can help you
decide if this is the right investment for
you. With a home equity line of credit
(HELOC) you can access up to 65 per-
cent of the appraised value of your
home. A HELOC offers similar access
features to a personal line of credit how
ever since your home equity is attached
to it as collateral, it carries a lower inter-
est rate than a standard unsecured line
of credit. You do not withdraw the
money until you need it and you only
pay interest on the amount used. You

can withdraw all or part of it at any
time, and pay some or all of it back as
you wish. You can access even more

of the appraised value of your home
(sometimes up to 80 percent) through

a mortgage refinance. When you refi-
nance, you borrow the full amount and
therefore will pay interest on the full
amount as you pay back the money

(vs. a line of credit where you only pay
money on the amount used). There are a
variety of terms, interest rates and repay-
ment schedules available, and the benefit
is that you will only have one mortgage
payment to contend with monthly.

At what point does increasing
the scale of your renovation
make sense?

MD: My wife and I recently decided
to undertake a major renovation on
our home. We chose to break it into
two stages to make it more manage-
able. We rented a house and moved out
for three months and approached the
work required within the existing foot-
print. Phase one was a big deal, both in
scope and cost. When you're already
up to your knees in the process, some-
times it makes sense to wade in a little
bit further while you’re there, as much
as you really don’t want to. That’s what
we did. Because we weren't living there,
and so much was open, we tore out a
chimney and fireplace, added a window,
moved half the walls in our house, and
we ended up rebuilding the second story
floor from beneath. You have to come to
grips with the dangerous truth that when
you start ripping and tearing, you will be
temporarily decimating the value of your
investment, and then proceed gleefully in
order to make it better.

What are some of the tax
credits or other savings often
associated with renovating a
home?

BC: Though these are always changing,
currently there is a substantial renova-
tion GST rebate, and if you move out
for the renovation MPAC will adjust the
taxes that are payable during the reno-
vation timeframe. Google and the CRA
websites are your best resources.
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Is there a financial and time
“buffer” you would recom-
mend to folks considering a
large renovation?

FH: I recommend homeowners build
in a 10-15 percent contingency plan for
budget overruns. You should also give
some extra time for completion. A week-
to-10-days grace period to have a project
completed should be reasonable for a
smaller project, but could be much lon-
ger for a big project. Your key will be to
revisit your initial plan and your budget
throughout the renovation as this will
help keep you on track.

MD: Get quotes or estimates on the
work you will hire out. Detail out all
the costs of the materials as well as
anticipated waste (usually 5 percent)
and don’t forget to factor in tax to the
totals. Decide whether you will count
your own time and sweat equity you
will invest in the project, especially if it
pulls you away from being able to make
other income. And then when you have
a comprehensive total, add 20 percent
for a grand total. That 20 percent will
encompass the inevitable unpredictabil-
ity of a renovation project. Whether you
encounter mold, asbestos, pest damage,
structural or mechanical issues that 20
percent, when you’ve reconciled yourself
to it, will be your peace of mind.

How much money should peo-
ple expect to receive on their
renovation investment when
they sell their home?

FH: Before deciding to renovate, you
should think about what your priorities
are for the project. The renovations that
will really increase resale value can be
things that you won'’t even notice day-to-
day because they are below the surface
and not aesthetic changes — things like
updating your electrical systems, ducts,
plumbing, heating, etc. On the other
hand, some renovations or upgrades
can make a big difference to your level
of comfort in your home but may not
make a big difference when it comes to
increasing the resale value.

If your goal is to increase resale value,
before deciding on a renovation budget
it may be a good idea to consult with a

Things to consider when looking for

a contractor

- How long has the contractor been in business? Did they previously operate under a dif-
ferent name? Are there any complaints lodged against them?

- Are they registered with professional associations? What are they licensed for?

« Who are their subcontractors? What is the experience of the subcontractors who will

work on the job?

« Are they insured through Worker's Safety Insurance Board, or do they have Business
Liability Insurance and worker's compensation for their workers?

- Ask about zoning and bylaws and which permits are needed. Who will obtain these?

- How long is the project going to take? What provisions are there for delays? Work with
your contractor to review the process on an on-going basis and discuss any issues as
they arise. If there is a problem, try to work it out with the contactor. If that fails, put
it in writing and copy your provincial consumer protection branch and better business

bureau.

« Ask for references. These are a MUST! Ask for names of customers who have had similar
work done. Try to view a recent project (to see current workmanship) as well as an older
project (to see how it has stood the test of time). Ask the homeowners what went well,
what problems or concerns arose, and how were they handled. Was the work done to
their specifications, on time, on budget? Would they hire this contractor again?

local realtor who can show you com-
parable homes in your neighbourhood,
what condition they were in and what
they sold for. The Appraisal Institute of
Canada provides an online tool that can
help you evaluate the potential return on
your renovation investment:
http://component.aicanada.ca/e/
resourcecenter_renova.cfm.

DW: Returns on money invested will
vary from project to project and market
to market. A large number of factors will
contribute to the return homeowners can
expect. A designated appraiser (AACI or
CRA) with experience in a specific mar-
ket can provide the best localized insight
on the returns in a given area.

What things are home buy-
ers drawn to when looking
through a home they are con-
sidering purchasing?

DW: Firstly on the exterior that the
landscaping is well kept and the exte-
rior of the home is either freshly painted
or nicely kept — it is a cliché but curb
appeal goes a very long way. With the
availability of listing information on the
Internet, buyers have the ability to look

at hundreds of homes before even leav-
ing their couch. If the exterior of the
home does not present well, you may
not get a first look. On the interior, neu-
tral colours, modern flooring, nicely
appointed bathroom(s) and kitchen
facilities and lack of clutter will all be
positive features, as will the absence of a
need for major repairs required and the
fact that all prior renovation projects are
complete (for example, that last piece of
trim, or the light fixture in the laundry
room).

In what situation would a
renovation be a detriment to
a potential buyer down the
road?

DW: Extensive personalization of the
home with respect to layout or colours.
For example, in a neighbourhood where
most homes have double-garage facili-
ties and market participants are looking
for garage facilities, extensive renova-
tions converting the garage to a ‘man
cave’ or fitness facility may not provide
any return. In terms of colours, you
may love the hot pink wall colour in the
master bedroom or the sea foam green
carpets in the bathroom, but potential

CANADIAN WOODWORKING & HOME IMPROVEMENT 13



Insurance Info

Dave Minor, vice-president, TD Insurance, offers his top tips to homeowners on how
to protect their biggest investment during renovation season this year:

Check your insurance policy —While it's exciting to get the wheels in motion for the
kitchen or basement of your dreams, the first call you should make is to your insurance
provider to ensure you have adequate coverage during the renovations. For example,
some homeowners may not be covered if they vacate their home for a certain amount of
time. Don't forget to let your insurer know of any upgrades, too.

Consider your renovations — A marble countertop in your kitchen may be high on
your list, but consider renovations that will not only increase the value of your home, but
also save you money on your home insurance. For example, installing a home security sys-
tem can reduce your premiums, and upgrading your basement to ensure it is watertight
can save you from expensive headaches down the road.

Do your homework on your contractor — Your contractor should have general
liability insurance, which will protect your home from damage or negligence from the
contractor or anyone they hire to work on your property.

purchasers are looking at the home with
dollar signs for costs to renovate floating
through their minds.

What are some of the small
renovations you find yourself
recommending the most, if
homeowners want to sell their
homes down the road?

DW: Generally, items such as land-
scaping and painting will have the
highest returns, followed by kitchen,
bathroom and flooring upgrades.

Do you have any general
advice for Canadians who are
considering a renovation?

BC: Get it in writing. Do your home-
work to find a company that you feel
comfortable with. Vet them to ensure
they are licensed, insured and are expe-
rienced doing the type of project you
are looking to undertake. Furthermore,
ensure the clients they did this type of
project for were happy. Don’t be afraid
to ask questions and document details
of the project and responses to ensure
you have clear details to refer back to
in the event of a dispute. Remember it
takes two to tango, and the success of
this homeowner-contractor relationship
is like a marriage. You are not buying a

14 cANADIAN WOODWORKING & HOME IMPROVEMENT

cell phone, you are working with a per-
son to improve your home, and it may
be a yearlong process. If you are not
going to do the work yourself, I rec-
ommend starting at your local home
builders association to find nationally
recognized Renomark Approved con-
tractors that all abide by a strict code of
conduct and ethics and are all focused
on running their businesses and working
for their clients as professionals. Visit
www.renomark.ca to find out more.

FH: A renovation can be a smart and
affordable way to upgrade your home.

It can make your home more livable
and comfortable for you, but in order
to truly relax you need to keep your
renovation on budget. Before start-

ing a project, do your research on costs
and build a buffer into your budget

for any unexpected expenses. Finally,
ensure you are aware of any bylaws of
your local city/municipality before you
undertake any major home renovation
projects.

DW: Carefully consider your motiva-
tions for renovating — are you renovating
to sell the home at a higher price or in a
quick time period? Or are you renovat-
ing because you want to remain in the
home and are looking to increase your
enjoyment of it? With that in mind, con-
sider your proposed renovation carefully
and keep in mind both the trends in the

market (are prices going up, down, sta-
ble?) and within your neighbourhood
(where does your home sit in the neigh-
bourhood in terms of price levels — high
end, low end or average?). If your home
is already at the upper end of the price
range for your neighbourhood, you have
to consider whether you will realisti-
cally be able to get your money back.
Appraisal Institute of Canada mem-
bers live and work in most areas of the
country. They are in literally thousands
of homes each day. If you are consid-
ering a renovation for your home and
are unsure of the potential payback

or return on investment, contact an
Appraisal Institute of Canada member
with a CRA or AACI designation.

MD: In deciding what to renovate, I
think you need to balance the resale
value of the work you undertake with a
sense that if you make decisions based
solely on what you perceive other peo-
ple will buy you will never fully feel
at home — you’ll be living in someone
else’s home. I don’t recommend ridicu-
lously quirky renovations, but at the
end of the day I won’t argue with you
about your aesthetic decisions, or what
your priorities are. In customizing a
home, you run the risk of functionally
or aesthetically tailoring it to fit you,
and chances may be that it will reduce
the number of people who would buy it
for themselves. Factor in how long you
plan to live there, and how much you
will enjoy the renovation for that period,
not just in what you would get back out
of it. In the end, get good advice, weigh
that advice against your own priorities,
and proceed in as balanced a manner as
you can. Everyone will tell you that sta-
tistically you will get the most return on
your investment from renovating your
kitchen and bathroom. But what if your
bedroom drives you crazy and needs
to be re-organized first? Or what if you
hit your head every time you go up the
stairs? In the end, qual-
ity of life doesn’t get
reflected in only a dol-
lars-and-cents view of
things.

ROB BROWN |,
tbrown@ |
canadianwoodworking.com [«
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QUALITY. POWER. PASSION.

113/ FUSION TABLESAW

= 1 3/4HP, 110 Volt

= Fence Storage

® Wheels Built In

B Premium Rip Fence

® Quick-Change Riving Knife

14 SUV BANDSAW

® 3HP, 220 Volt, Leeson Motor ® Ceramic Laguna Guides
B Foot Brake w/Micro Switch ¥ 14" Resaw
B Worm Gear Rack & Pinion

CANADIAN WOODWORKER ATLAS MACHINERY SUMMIT TOOLS CANADIAN WOODWORKER
SURREY TORONTO SAINT—JEROME SASKATOON
604.574.1010 416.598.3553 450.592.0747 306.979.4000
CANADIAN WOODWORKER OTTAWA FASTENER ELITE TOOLS RIDEOUT TOOL
EDMONTON OTTAWA LEVIS DARTMOUTH
780.702.3000 613.828.4117 418.830.0124 902.468.2060
CANADIAN WOODWORKER FEDERATED TOOL PIERRE BERGER RIDEOUT TOOL
CALGARY LONDON LA PRAIRIE CORNER BROOK
403.255.8743 519.451.0100 450.444.3882 709.634.3294
CANADIAN WOODWORKER BRETTWOOD MACHINERY CHAS GENTMANTEL & SONS RIDEOUT TOOL
WINNIPEG INEX MADOC MONTREAL ST. JOHN’S
204.786.3196 613.473.4122 514.388.4060 709.754.2240

800.234.1976

LAGUNA

LAGUNATOOLS.COM

facebook.com/lagunatools C@ZS
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While you're wrapping

BY CHRIS WONG

s Christmas nears, you’ll find
me in the workshop mak-
ing presents. I value unique,
handmade items and so do
my family and friends. A handmade gift
cannot be beat. Some of my favourite
gifts to make are wooden jigsaw puzzles
and small boxes. I like to wrap them in
brown kraft paper and finish off with a
wooden ribbon and bow.
I got the idea two years ago on
Christmas Eve while wrapping gifts
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presents this year,
head to the shop. There’s nothing more
eye-catching than a handmade wooden
ribbon and bow.

in my private space — the workshop.
Experience with hand planes has taught
me that I can control the shape of the
shavings three different ways: vary-

ing effective cutting angles, skewing the
plane body to different degrees, and
controlling how the shaving clears the
plane’s mouth.

Not Every Wood is Suitable
Stock selection is very important.
Choose a wood that is easy to work
and has straight, non-reversing grain.
Basswood and poplar are good choices.

Difference of Pulling — Both shavings were
produced with a plane set for an effective cutting
angle of 37°. The shaving on the left was pulled
vertically out of the plane’s mouth while the
shaving on the right was allowed to curl freely.

The board’s thickness is equal to the
width of the ribbons produced; %/s" is a
good place to start because wider rib-
bons are more difficult to produce and
narrower ribbons are harder to keep
from twisting when installing them.
The length of the board should be at
least a few inches longer than the girth
of the box.

Thick Shavings with
Minimal Curl for the Ribbon

The criss-cross ribbon shown in the
lead photo is made from two long, heavy
poplar shavings. They are about 0.003"
thick and I use the following techniques
to minimize the curl in the shavings,
making them easier to manipulate.

Pulling a Shaving — Once Wong gets the
plane started, he uses his forward hand to pull
the shaving straight up out of the mouth.

December/January 2013
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Bow Close — The bow is comprised of multiple wavy shavings carefully
wrapped around each other.

To cut the ribbons, I start by check-
ing that I have a keen edge on a 25°
plane blade. Set upon the 12-degree
bed of a low-angle jack plane, the
tool’s effective cutting angle is 37°
(a block plane could be used, but the
adjustable mouth on mine doesn’t open
wide enough to allow a 0.003" shaving
to pass through). I set the plane blade
deeper than I ever would in a normal
situation and took repeated passes to
find a blade setting that produced a
thick, strong ribbon and allowed me
to make a smooth pass without too
much effort.

The straighter the ribbon is, the easier
it is to work with so I make sure not to
skew the plane as I advance it and I also
gently pull the ribbon straight up out of
the plane’s mouth as it is produced. This
means that I am able to start the pass
with two hands on the plane, but have to
complete the pass with only one hand on
the plane. It takes some coordination.

Delicate, Wavy

Shavings for the Bow

The bow is made using different tech-
niques. A single bow is usually comprised
of two or three intertwined, wavy shav-
ings. To make these shavings, I like to use
a bench plane with a 45° effective cut-
ting angle. The increased angle makes the
shavings more wavy but not accordion-
like, as a 60° effective cutting angle might.

You're probably familiar with the curly
shavings produced by a bench plane, but
that’s not what I want for a bow. To get
more wave in the shavings, I place my

Restricting Shaving —Wong places his forward hand over the mouth of
the plane to restrict the shavings and cause them to curl. Varying pressure on
the shavings as they are produced results in different effects.

front hand over the mouth of the plane to
prevent them from ejecting as they would
normally. With nowhere to go, the shav-
ings fold back and forth over themselves.
Skewing the plane to different angles also
affected the shape of the shavings.

When I have a few of these shavings,
I select my favourites and wrap them
around each other to form a spherical
shape and trim the ends with my shop
SCISSOTS.

Taped Ribbon — Use transparent tape to secure
the ends of the ribbon under where the bow will be
placed. Hot-melt glue would also work.

Mounting

To adorn the
wrapped present, I
first select the two
best ribbon shav-
ings. I use transparent
tape to stick one end
of the shaving at the
center of the top of
the box and wrap the
shaving around, back
to the center. I trim it
to length with scissors
and use another piece
of tape to secure it. I
repeat the process at
90° for the second rib-
bon. Then I decide
which part of the bow
is the most flat and
secure it where the two ribbons cross
with a blob of hot glue.

T’ve found that recipients of my gifts
like to spend a few minutes admir-
ing the wrapping job before carefully
removing and setting aside the bow and
ribbon. Then they tear into the paper.

Ready to Give - Finished,
the wooden ribbon and bow
lends a unique and memorable
touch to the carefully crafted
contents.

CHRIS WONG
chris@flairwoodworks.com
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bookreview

8 GREAT

WOODWORKING

BOO KS The holidays are a great time for giving and
receiving. They are also the perfect time for

BY ROB BROWN

Advanced Veneering

P

GREAT BOOK OF

Woodworking

Tips = 7

reading woodworking books. Here’s my
selection of great reads to put on your wish list.

Advanced Veneering

Scott Grove

Schiffer Publishing
www.schifferbooks.com
ISBN 9780764338465

This is, as the title states, a book that details some incred-
ibly advanced veneering techniques. If you have a solid :
foundation in basic veneering, and want to see what else Advanced Veneering — If you enjoy
can be done with this wonderful medium, this book will working with veneer you will be amazed at
have you laying out veneer in ways you've never previously ~ what Grove does with this misunderstood
dreamt of. It will also have you asking yourself what else is ~ material.

possible. The extremely detailed step-by-step photos keep

you visually onside with what Grove is doing, as words (as

clear and concise as they are) are not enough.

Great Book of Woodworking Tips

American Woodworker

Fox Chapel Publishing
www.foxchapelpublishing.com
ISBN 9781565235960

When this book showed up at my studio I was very sceptical. Yet another “book of every-
thing”? But after spending only five minutes skimming through it, I learned about a couple of
storage ideas my shop needed, some cool new jigs that would come in handy and a few tricks
to make my time in the shop more enjoyable and productive. There will be hundreds of ideas
in here you will have no interest in whatsoever, but that’s all right ... there are over 650 ideas
in total, so some are sure to tickle your fancy.
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tree craft

Tree Craft

Chris Lubkemann

Fox Chapel Publishing
www.foxchapelpublishing.com
ISBN 9781565234550

If you're looking for fresh, simple proj-
ects that have a rustic touch to them,
this is the book for you. Lubkemann
has a way of finding a project in just
about every part of a tree; from candle-
holders, photo frames and salt shakers
to coat trees, lamps and a checkers

set, there are projects big and small.

Whether you're looking for some gift
ideas or you want the odd project to
keep you busy over the winter, I'm
sure you will find something here.

Furniture
with Soul

David Savage

Kodansha International
www.kodansha-intl.com
ISBN 9784770031211

Furniture with Soul
sheds light on some
of the worlds most re-
spected and revered
makers of fine furni-
ture. Going into their shops and learning how they
got into the craft, what they most enjoy about it, and
hearing some funny stories along they way is what
this book is all about. It’s not a how-to in any way,
unless you're talking about how these selected group
of makers made a living creating exquisite works of
art. Beautiful photos of creative and challenging piec-
es of furniture are included throughout. My favourite
book from the last year.

Japanese
Wood-
working
Tools

Toshio Odate

Linden Publishing
www.lindenpub.com
ISBN 9780941936460

Being a lover of Japanese design
and tools, I'm embarrassed to say
I only picked this book up in the last year. I was anticipating a
straightforward, almost encyclopaedic, approach documenting
the history and use of most Japanese woodworking tools. I got
that, but also so much more. The stories Odate tells of his youth
and apprenticeship are truly jaw-dropping, and reveal as much
about working wood in Japan as what life in a fascinating and
secluded Pacific country was like when he was young. I was five
minutes into this book, and I guess I had an astonished look on
my face, when my wife politely asked how I was enjoying the
book. I looked up in bewilderment, paused for about five seconds,
and said “It would take me an hour to explain what I've learned
in the last five minutes,” and went on reading. Even though this
book has been around for decades, it’s worth reading today.
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FSNNEY 1 Creative Woodcarving for Beginners

G Budeker, Hille, Mazrek, Pries & Selke
Lark Publishing

www.larkcrafts.com

ISBN 9781600595868

This book was put together to introduce people to the world of carving, and I think it does a
great job. Starting with tool selection, sharpening and other important, but often overlooked as-
pects of the craft, it moves on to discuss chip, relief and sculptural carving. With a chapter on
surface decoration as well as a section of scaled patterns to get you started, this book has a bit
of everything. And even if you're not interested in traditional carving projects, the skills learned
in this book will introduce you to techniques that can be used to add texture to your next furni-
ture project.

Classic Joints with Power Tools

Classic Joints

with Power Todls [
——/ J Lark Books

www.larkbooks.com
ISBN 9781579902790

b

Chan’s desire for strong, lasting, easily repeated joints using power tools makes for a fun and
educational read. He also has a strong interest in traditional Chinese furniture, and shows how
some of those joints can be cut with power tools. This book will not only teach you how to ma-
chine about 100 useful joints, but will also open your eyes to using new, fun to make joints in
upcoming projects. Chan assumes readers know how to use their machinery and power tools, so
he focuses on the procedures required to produce the included joints.

=3 T-7

Water Cooled Sharpening System NOV - DEC 2012

WITH THE PURCHASE
OF A TORMEK T-7

Quality Swedish Chef’s knife from EKA featuring a blade
made from the highest grade Sandvik steel (12C27).

Beautifully sculpted handle from European Masur Birch.
Total length 13”/ 330mm.

Tormek offers the most .
(omple’fe sharpening solution
for all your edge tools!

Membership website
Two sequential interactive workshops per week
Shot in real time

T-7 Includes: Square Edge Jig,
Diamond Truing Tool, StoneGrader,
Honing Compound and Handbook.

95 19995
$19 /month } lyear
This is a limited offerrl;lév-Dec 2012. See your Tormek dealer

or contact Big Bear Tools for your nearest participating
dealer: WWW.BIGBEARTOOLS.COM Tel: 1-877 454 8665 Www°r0bswork5hop'com
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New Masters of Woodturning

Terry Martin & Kevin Wallace
Fox Chapel Publishing
www.foxchapelpublishing.com
ISBN 9781565233348

This is a beautiful and inspiring book for anyone who wants to broaden their horizons when it
comes to turning. Not a how-to book, it talks with over 30 world-renowned turners about their
approach to the craft, and what keeps them motivated to push the boundaries and create exqui-
site pieces of art. You will learn more about the makers’ vision than how they produced their
stunning works of art. I read every word of this book and studied every single pho-
tograph, and was completely enthralled the entire time. And I'm not even a turner!
This book is for anyone serious about turning, or woodworking in general.

ROB BROWN
rbrown
@canadianwoodworking.com

New Masters of Woodturning -
Martin and Wallace talk to some of the
world's best makers and see what keeps
them inspired.

Rob suggests circling a few books and leaving
the page open for your family to see. Unless you
really do want more socks for Christmas.

Continual diamond surfaced stones
for sharpening, deburring or honing
a wide range of tools.

“PRODUCE A RAZOR
SHARP EDGE ON STAGGER
TOOTH FORSTNER BITS IN

SECONDS”

JAMES BARRY’S GUIDE  Item # DWS/DVD/JB
TO DIAMOND SHARPENING DVD
W Essential DVD showing sharpening

techniques for woodturning,

gardening, domestic and hunting.

DIANMIOND ABRASIVE Item # DWS/LF/100
LAPPING FLUID
M Reduces clogging and improves

diamond performance.

M Reduces risk of rusting by 95%.

Iltem # DWS/CP8/FC

8”7X3” BENCH STONE

M Double-sided 300 grit
coarse / 1000 grit fine
with unique diamond
pattern.

M Monocrystalline
diamond is electroplated
to heavy duty carbon
steel base and pre-
ground to +/- 0.0005”.

M Five year warranty
when Trend Lapping
Fluid is utilized.

3” MINI TAPER FILE Item # DWS/TF3M/F

M Ideal for sharpening
in tight spots and
profile tooling.

M A versatile 3 inch
half round/flat mini
tapered file suitable
for woodworking,
gardening &
domestic tooling.

call us on (877) 918-7363 (Toll Free) or
www.trend-ca.com

Item # DWS/TF3/F (3”)
or DWS/TF6/F (6”)

TAPERED FILES

M Flat top and convex
back.

M Ideal for sharpening
curved tools.

M Excellent for general
woodworking, gardening
and domestic tooling.

Item # DWS/W6/FC

6’X2” DOUBLE-SIDED

PRECISION DIAMOND

BENCH STONE

M Double-sided 300 grit
coarse / 1000 grit fine.

M Ideal for sharpening
small tooling such as
CPM 4 coring tools. M2
and M4 hollowing tips
and HSS and carbide
inserts.

M Ideal for wood carvers.

call us on 1-800-567-8979 (Toll Free) or
www.kmstools.com
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o make the two bent-lami-
nated, curved runners, you
first need to make a form.
Essentially, you must remove
material the same thickness as the fin-
ished runner to form a cavity that the
lamination strips will be glued-up in.

Start with a piece of %" plywood at
least 48" x 20". Make sure the sides are
parallel and the corners are square. With
a pencil, straight-edge and trammel heads
lay out the curved rail. Make sure you lay
out the shape so there’s enough material
to play with. When in doubt, make the
form larger than you will need. Mark the
quadrants of the arc, where the curved
section joins the straight section. This line
will guide you when routing the arc.

Attach a router to a circle-cutting jig at
the correct radius, then attach the circle
jig to the plywood form at the centre of
the arc. So you only have to make one
series of progressively deeper passes with
the router, install a bit the same diameter
as the rail is thick — 1 %4". Make a series
of shallow passes, stopping at the quad-
rants with each pass, to rout almost all
the way through the 4" plywood. Leave
at least '/s" of material for now.

To cut the two straight sections of the
form, measure from the edge of the ply-
wood to the furthest edge of the routed
groove (right at one of the quadrants),
and set the table saw to cut that exact
distance to the outside of the blade.
Make the first cut, stopping just before
the 1 %" wide routed groove. Re-adjust
the fence to make the second cut, flush
with the other surface of the routed
cut. In the second instance especially,
don’t cut too far, or you will cut into the
curved edge. Stop short and use a hand-
saw to finish the cut.

With a jigsaw, separate the two halves,
then flush trim the curved section with a
router. Cut additional pieces of %" ply-
wood that can be glued and screwed to
both faces of the form halves, increas-
ing the thickness of the form to 2 4",
Bandsaw the waste nearly flush with the
main, center piece of %" ply, then trim
everything flush with a router and flush
trim bit.

Rather than leave the two form halves
large and cumbersome, mark a line
about 5" away from the edge of the
male form, and about 2 %" away on

Materials List

Part Qty T w
Runners 2 1% 1%
Legs 4 1% 2
Cross Braces 2 1% 2
Outside Seat Slats 2 ’Is 3%
Middle Seat Slats 3 Ig 23s
Front Cross Rail 1 1 2%

S

Runner

L Material

48 Ash — to be laminated from strips
9 Ash

14'%  Ash

39%  Cherry

24 Ash

181 Cherry

Middle seat slat

Outside seat slat

the female form. The wider section will
retain its shape during glue-up, while the
thinner section will flex ever so slightly,
accounting for any slight variations. To
finish the forms, attach a 2" x 2" x 5"
long solid block to the end of the female
form. This block will help keep the two
form halves aligned during glue-up.

To determine how thin to make the
strips, I made a few test strips and bent
them around the form, checking how
hard they were to bend. You want strips
that will bend fairly easily, and have no
chance of snapping. For the white ash
I was using, I settled on /5" thick. Even
though the finished strips will be about
48", make them at least 6" longer, then
cut them to length after they have been
laminated. I also cut the strips from the
same piece of wide lumber so the grain
and colour would match nicely. Once
you have broke out enough strips from
8/4 material to make the runners do a
dry run of the glue-up. It can be a tricky
procedure to align all the strips, and have
the form come together nicely.

Careful Layout — In order to make a good form,
you must lay out everything first and work to those
lines. Here, Brown measures the distance from

the outside of the form to the furthest edge of the
routed groove to make the first tablesaw cut.
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Apply Adhesive — Unibond 800 allows a long open time, which is great
for this tricky glue-up. A dry run will also go a long way to a proper glue-up.

Trim Flush — A great way to ensure
you have a square, true edge on the
runner is to rout one face before
removing it from the form (left). Set
the bit just below the surface of the
plywood base (right) and move the
bit over the entire area of the runner.

The glue-up

I choose Unibond 800 (vacupress.com) as an adhesive
because it’s waterproof, produces a very rigid glue line and
has a long open time. The resin and hardener must be mixed
together before starting. It takes 24 hours to dry, but with only
two runners to make that didn’t pose any problems. Apply the
adhesive (I used a cheap 2" paint brush) to both surfaces of the
strips, get them into the form and add clamps.

After 24 hours, the adhesive was rock hard. Rather than
removing the lamination from the forms, then truing and plan-
ing it, I flattened one surface while it was still clamped in the
form. This made it easier to obtain a 90° edge that was straight
and true. I took some of the clamps off to make accessing the
workpiece possible. After setting up a router with a straight bit I
added a partial base to the bottom of the router that would run
on the wider, male portion of the form. I adjusted the height of
the base so the bit protruded below the base by about /5", then
made multiple passes, truing up one side of the work piece.

Add a pencil line where the curved section starts so you can
accurately orient the runners down the road. Once out of the
form you can trim any ragged ends off, if necessary. Just be
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sure to not remove too much length. The runner can now be
planed to a final width of 1 %/s". Repeat the glue-up for the
other runner.

Four mortises and tenons

T used a shop-made mortising jig to cut two mortises in each
runner, but whatever method you want to use is fine. My jig is
clamped in my bench vise, and the runner is in turn clamped
to the jig. A template guide attached to my router base runs in
a groove in the jig, which in turn guides my router. I machined
a 4" mortise that was 1 7/s" long and %" less than the thickness
of the runner. Although not critical, the front mortises were
cut about 7" behind the quadrant pencil line, and the two mor-
tises were 17" apart, on center. The final step was to cut the tail
end of the runners to length, at a 10° angle.

Set the runners aside for now, and break out the four legs
and two cross braces. An extra leg and cross brace isn’t a bad
idea, as angles have a way of confusing the situation. I
then used a tablesaw and tenoning jig to cut the tenons
on the end of each leg, fitted each tenon to a specific
mortise and numbered each joint so they could all mate-
up back together. Next, cut the legs to final length with a
10° angle on each end.

A special finger joint jig

To ensure a strong joint between the legs and cross
braces, I decided on a joint with lots of face grain glue
area; a finger joint. This would normally be an easy joint
to machine, but the 10° angle made things more complex. The
solution to this problem was a jig that would hold the parts 10°
off perpendicular while they were being machined on the table
saw. I assembled the particle board jig and made two particle
board stops that could be clamped to the jigs’ face to increase
productivity and accuracy. I attached this jig to the surface of
my cross-cut sled, perpendicular to the blade. I figured three
‘fingers’ on each leg, that would mate with two ‘fingers’ on the
end of the cross members, would be enough surface area to
hold solid. After laying out the joint, and marking the waste
for clarity, I proceeded to cut the joints in the legs using the

Rout the Mortises — A plunge router and a mortise jig makes quick
work of making a set of mortises, although there are many ways to
machine this joint.
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Repeated Cuts — After laying
out the finger joints and marking
the waste portion of the joint,
Brown set up a stop block to ease
the process. A flat-top blade is great
for this job, as it leaves a flat, even
upper surface.

ends.

stops. I also made sure I used a flat top blade to produce a
nice, even joint.

Once the leg portion of the finger joints were cut, I cut the
cross members to length, with the same 10° angle on both of
their ends. I numbered the four joints then transferred the loca-
tion of the joint from the leg ‘fingers’, and reset the stop block.
I started with the outside two surfaces, and made sure they
were the correct width apart, or just a hair too wide. Checking
against the appropriate leg joint gave me accurate measure-
ments. These two surfaces would be easy to trim later with a
shoulder plane to get a perfect fit.

When I was satisfied with the outer faces of the cross-brace
I set the stops to remove the material between the two fingers.
I'set it up a little conservatively, not wanting to remove too
much material. After a few test passes, I made the final cuts on

Interlocking Fingers —With both halves of the finger joint cut, you can
fine-tune the fit with a shoulder plane and chisel.

Cheap & Simple - In order to hold the workpieces on an
angle, make a single-use jig. It's made with a bottom, face, four
angled brackets and two stop blocks that are clamped to the face.
It can be screwed to a crosscut sled, and then the workpieces can
be clamped to the face and the fingers can be machined in their

Feels Flush —With the finger joints on the leg
(left) complete, you can use it to measure the
finger joints on the cross brace (right). Brown
made one pass on the outermost surface of the
cross brace, used a handsaw to remove most of
the waste, then used his index finger to check the
joints against each other.

the cross-braces. I then fine-tuned each joint to make sure each
was as strong as could be.

Glue things up

With the legs and cross braces ready, I sanded all the
exposed surfaces and prepared for the glue-up. Again, I used
Unibond 800 for this assembly. Covering all the fingers with
adhesive and bringing the joints together, I clamped across the
fingers and left it to dry. I found an interesting quality in this
adhesive while using it. PVA glues cause the wood fibres to
swell slightly, increasing friction during assembly, but Unibond
800 acted more like a lubricant, allowing the joint to come
together a little bit easier.

When the adhesive was dry I flushed up the joint. Because
comfort was important I opted for %" roundover bit in my

Small But Strong - The
thing that makes this joint
strong is the large amount
of face grain surface area for
gluing. Apply the glue, bring
the joint together by hand
and clamp across the joint.
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Transfer the Angle
—With the runners and
leg assemblies together,
sit the outside slat on
the sleigh, overlapping
the edge by %2". Slide it
up the runner and mark
where the slat needs to
be cut. A screw will be
installed through the
slat, into the runner, for
extra strength.

router to ease all the edges of the legs and cross-braces. At this
point, I was ready to join the leg assemblies to the runners, so

I mixed up more adhesive, applied it to the joints and brought

everything together at the same time.

Start the seat

Break out the two outside seat slats to a rough size of 41"
long and 3 '2" wide. Place them on the assembly, overhanging

SBORNE ¢

‘Wood Products, Inc.

Scan the code to

COMPLETELY CUSTOM, see entire collection.

MADE TO ORDER TABLE APRON KITS.

800.530.9469
www.osbornewoodproducts.ca
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Add Two Arcs - Strictly for aesthetic purposes, arcs should be cut on
both ends of the slats. With the slats temporarily attached use a beam and
trammel points to draw two arcs, then trim the parts with a bandsaw.

the legs by about 2", and butting up to the front of the run-
ners. Because the runners are on a 10° angle the outside slats
will have to be angled on their outside edge to mate properly.
Mark the angle and location on the front of the slats and use
a handsaw, or a bandsaw with its table angled, to trim the
slat. This angled surface with have to be faired with the rest
of the edge with a spokeshave. Bandsawing the rest of the
slat to shape is more about aesthetics than anything. Just be
sure not to narrow the front of the outside slats as to overly

Ll Ak

Trim the Runners - Place a piece of 2" thick
" plywood on top of the outside slats and cut the
E :;ﬂ runners flush with its top surface. Ease all the corners

5

1, * at the end of the runner, mainly for safety reasons. |
- T T T
%’a SR e O N SR
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weaken them. Though the backs of the slats are not cut to
final shape, temporarily screw them in place while fitting the
three middle slats.

The middle seat slats can now be machined, and temporarily
screwed in place with even gaps between each slat. The fin-
ished length of each slat is about 24", but keeping them longer
for now will allow for more flexibility when laying out their
final shape.

Add some curves

With a piece of scrap clamped between the outer slats to
give you a center point to use your trammel heads, draw an
arc on the tail ends of all the slats and the front end of the
middle seat slats. As long as there is some overhang from the
two cross-braces, your main concern when drawing the arcs
is how the sleigh will look. Remove the slats and bandsaw
them to final shape. After rounding over the edges and sand-
ing all the surfaces, reinstall the slats with glue and screws.
Don't forget to add glue and a screw to the front of the out-
side slats, to fix them to the front of the runner. Plug the
screw holes in the slats.

Next, cut the front cross rail to size, bandsaw a pleasing
shape on it and fit it to join with the outside slats and runners.
It might take some shaping to get it to fit nicely. Don’t worry
about a perfect fit though. Once ready, install it with glue and
screws. This rail helps add rigidity to the sleigh and gives the
user a great place to rest their boots while using the sleigh.

It’s finally time to cut the front of the runners to length.
With a piece of 2" material on top of the outside slats, flush
cut the runners with a handsaw. Shape the area with a file and
sandpaper, leaving no sharp corners. Drill two holes in the front
cross-rail to accept the rope, and counter sink its edges so it
doesn’'t wear the rope. Insert each end of an §' length of 4" rope
into a hole and tie simple knots underneath the rail.

Finish the sleigh

T applied three coats of exterior polyurethane to the sleigh,
sanding between coats. Don’t worry about the underside of
the runners, as the finish will wear off very quickly. I think
the best finish for that area is a light coat of paste wax, so the
sleigh will be easier to pull across the snow and will go faster
down the hills.

Now that you've had your fun making
this sleigh, grab your kids or grandchildren
and head to the hills. This might be the
most fun you’ve ever had while using one
of your projects.

ROB BROWN |
rbrown@canadianwoodworking.com [

Although Rob hasn’t been on a sleigh in decades, he has spent a lot
of time on the hills over the past year with his one-year-old son and
three-year-old daughter.
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shopskalls

imperative that you have them. Most
woodworkers probably already have
most of the necessary tools in their shop.
When transferring relatively short
depths, such as a mortise’s depth or off-
pers will also do the same thing. When
the jaws are too large, I use the depth rod

set from a leg to apron, I prefer to use a
Working without numbers is all about minimizing  possible, 1 prefer to use the end of the
scales to transfer measurements, use a few simple  at the butt end of the caliper.

small combination square. A pair of cali-
the risk of mistakes. Rather than using graduated =~ f0Jaws to get the measurement, but if
If I need to precisely scribe another

tools and tricks to take the frustration out of piece with that measurement, I use

WOOdWOfki n g yvheel ma,rking gauge instea_d. The mark-
ing gauge’s built-in cutter eliminates the -
need for a separate tool as with a com- S
bination square. With a marking gauge, 55
BY CHRIS WONG for the greatest accuracy I don’t rely on it is easier to scribe an accurate mark E,
graduations at all. Whenever a distance is because the cutter is integral. g
ny woodworker will tell you converted into numbers, an opportunity A super-accurate way to divide a §
that one of the hallmarks of for error is introduced — numbers may be  board into equal segments is to use a g
fine woodworking is tight misread or transposed and scales on tools pair of dividers. Adjust the span of the ®
joinery. The key to gap- may be calibrated differently. dividers until you can walk the dividers S
free joints is the ability to make precise across the board and the points fall on £
cuts, and accurate layout is where it all What Tools Do | Use? each edge. The same technique can be _%
begins. Many of the tools in my shop Although there are a few specific used to divide a circle or arc into equal 8
have either metric or imperial scales, but  tools for direct measurement, it is not segments. A slight modification to this £
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Some Basic Tools — Measuring tools that can be used include combination
squares, marking gauges, calipers, dividers, story sticks and bar gauges (also

known as pinch sticks).

technique will help you lay out evenly-
spaced dovetails too. (More on that
later.) M Power Tools Ltd. makes a tool
called Point-2-Point that makes dividing
a length into equal parts easier.

When working with multiple identical
parts, you can easily transfer your lay-
out from one to the others — simply align
their edges and carry the line(s) across
with a square. Often, it is helpful to
clamp the parts together to prevent them
from shifting.

When transferring a length from one
part to another, the surest way is to hold
them together and mark right off the
part’s end. If that’s impractical or too
awkward, use a story stick or bar gauge
(pinch sticks). A story stick is simply a
straight length of wood longer than the
distance you need to measure. Line up
one end of the story stick with one ref-
erence surface and use a sharp pencil
or knife to mark the opposite reference
surface. A story stick may contain a
single dimension or every dimension
needed to recreate a project.

Bar gauges are a little different. A bar
gauge consists of two parts, each shorter
than the distance you wish to measure
(or longer if you are taking an outside
measurement), and some sort of clamp
(such as your fingers or a spring clamp)
to hold them together. In use, the bars
are extended until they meet the regis-
tration surfaces and are then secured
together. The advantage of bar gauges is
positive registration.

Reinvent the Wheel - Though many tools work well when dealing
with small distances, a marking gauge is perfect if you want to scribe a line
on the workpiece. A marking gauge with a cutting wheel works best.

No Numbers - In Practice

1 For demonstration, I built an inset ,
drawer using the tools and techniques
outlined in this article. With the mate-
rials surfaced, | needed to cut the sides
and drawer front to width. | aligned

one edge of the drawer stock with the
top of the drawer opening and made a
mark at the bottom of the opening.

-

2 At the tablesaw, | positioned the
fence so that the blade aligned with
the mark and ripped the drawer sides,
front and back to width.

3 To determine the lengths of the
front and back, | used a bar gauge and
transferred that measurement to the
workpiece.
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No Numbers - In Practice

4 To mark the sides, | slid them
into the drawer opening until
they contacted the back and
marked accordingly at the front,
remembering to factor in the
joinery.

To mill the grooves for the 4"
plywood drawer bottoms, | first
set the blade height. Since the
drawer sides are about %" thick,
| set the blade height to about
4", using a scrap of %" plywood
as a quide.

5 Then I set the fence %" away
using the scrap as a spacer.

6 With the Kerfmaker calibrated
to the saw blade, | then used it
to gauge the thickness of the
plywood.

Sign Up for our free

woodworking newsletters and
e-mail notification of special.buys.

1-800-683-8170

www.leevalley.com
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(Almost) Automatic Joinery

Careful layout and cutting have always
been keys to quality joinery but two new
tools from Bridge City Tool Works help to
simplify the process. Used in conjunction
with any tool able to cut a clean, repeatable
kerf such as a table saw, the Kerfmaker and
Tenonmaker are used to cut cross-lap joints
and tenons, respectively, with a high level
of repeatable accuracy. Their use is sim-
ple and intuitive. Before the first use, they
need to be calibrated to the blade they will
be used with and the simple procedure is
described in the manual.

To use the Kerfmaker, first gauge the
thickness of stock that will fit into the
housed joint and lock the setting. Note that
when gauging stock you can control the
tightness of the joint by squeezing tightly
or applying only light pressure. With the
gauge set, line up the first cut and position
a stop block with the Kerfmaker between
it and the workpiece, taking note of which
way the offset is positioned and which way
the stock will move for the second cut.
Make the first cut, then flip the Kerfmaker
and slide over your workpiece to make the

7 To use the
Kerfmaker, | posi-
tioned it against the
body of the fence and
clamped a stop block
on the other side. |
made the first cut,
then unlocked the
fence and flipped the
Kerfmaker to locate
the fence for the sec-
ond cut.

8 To lay out the
dovetails, | started by
scribing the shoul-
ders. To set my
wheel-marking gauge
to the stock thickness,
| placed my drawer
stock on a flat surface and bottomed out
the gauge head.
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O Then, to evenly lay out the
spacing of the tails, | first reset

my marking gauge to the width |
wanted between the tails and made
a mark referenced off each edge.
Then | adjusted my dividers so that
they would span from the edge of
the board to the opposite mark-

ing gauge line in three increments
(three because | wanted three tails)

10 Then I marked from the other
edge, leaving me with even spacing
for tails across the board.

11 Finally, I used a square to
extend the marks across the end
grain and cut the tails.

12 Then I positioned the tail board
over the pin board and used a mark-
ing knife to lay out the pin cuts. | cut
the pins and checked the fit.

Once the drawer was dry-fit, |
used my bar gauge to determine the
length and width of the drawer bot-
tom. | cut the bottom to size and
did a final dry-run before applying
glue. After clamping up, | ensured
that the drawer was square by com-
paring diagonals, once again using
a bar gauge.

second cut. Finally, waste away the
material between the two cuts.

Used with a tenoning jig and a table-
saw, the Tenonmaker is set to the
length and width of mortise (one at a
time) and used as a flip stop like the
Kerfmaker. Start with your mortise
already cut and ends squared, then use
the Tenonmaker to gauge the width of
the mortise. Clamp your tenon stock
in a tenoning jig and align it for the
first cut. Set the Tenonmaker between
the tenoning jig and a stop block and
cut the first tenon cheek. Flip the
Tenonmaker and slide the tenoning
jig over, then cut the second cheek.
Then set the Tenonmaker to the length
of the mortise and make the top and
bottom cuts. Finally, make the shoul-
der cuts to complete the tenon. The
Tenonmaker can also be used with
a bandsaw though the cheeks won’t
be as smooth. Of course, if the ten-
ons are blind, this isn’t so much of an
issue. Also a tenon-
ing jig is not needed
and this has become
my preferred method
for blind mortise and
tenon joints.

CHRIS WONG
chris@flairwoodworks.com

From his shop in Port Moody, BC, Chris Wong
builds sculptural furniture, always working
around the natural beauty of the materi-

als. He is one of the most prolific Canadian
woodworking bloggers.

° Left and Right
strokes per minute

231" table surface
d and foot switch

Best value Guaranteed.

kmstools.com
1-800.567-8979
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finerdetails

The contrasting colour of
the stones and the carved
texture around them add
a lot to this otherwise
unadorned cabinet. This
is a playful way to explore
the shapes and materials
in the world around us.

BY ROB BROWN

customer requested two simi-

lar cabinets to house and display

jewellery. The overall dimensions

and functionality had to be the
exact same, but the ornamentation was left
open for me to play around with. This article
covers what I did with the first cabinet, and
in next issue I'll detail the second cabinet.

Essentially, my only area for ‘playing

around’ was on the exterior surface of the
cabinet’s four sides. Though I love wood,
I've always been drawn to other materi-
als as well. I picked up a lot of small stones
over the years as I hiked our country’s great

trails, and had these worn, smooth stones AR b 2 o o S g
just waiting for the perfect job. After bounc- Trace the Profile - Trace the shape of the stone Adjust the Fit — Once you've &
ing around a bunch of ideas, I settled on on the hardboard so the pencil line is offset 16" tothe  tested the initial hole on a piece é
a random pattern of stones that vaguely outside of the stone’s edge. When in doubt, leave a bit of scrap, fine-tune the hardboard B
resembled meteors hitting the earth’s more material on the hardboard because more material ~ template to perfect the hole. é
surface. can be removed later in order to enlarge the cavity. A
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Create the Cavity — With an accurate
template you can start on the real cavity.
Notice the piece of 2" ply between the
hardboard template and the cabinet.

This is to allow enough clearance room
between the template guide and the
workpiece.

Stone Inlay

After playing around with the infinite
possibilities for positioning the group of
stones, I found one I liked and penciled
in its location on the cabinet’s surface.
The stones are inlayed into the surface
about 3/s", while the stones themselves
were about /5" thick. The first step was
to trace the first stone onto a sheet of
!/s" hardboard precisely /16" outside the
edge of the stone. Ihad to offset the
line because I was going to use a */s"
dia. template guide and a %" dia. router
bit to create the cavity for the stone.
Offsetting the initial stone pattern Y1s"
to the outside would, in theory, create
a cavity the perfect size for the stone. In
practice, it wasn’t so easy. I used double-
sided tape to help hold the stone in place
for tracing. I then viewed the stone from
directly above while I ran a mechani-
cal pencil along the edge of the stone
and drew a line /1" away from its edge.
I removed the waste with a coping saw
and smooth the edge with some sandpa-
per. When in doubt, remove less material
than you think, as you will perfect the fit
later. I then set up my plunge router with
a /4" dia. x %" template guide and a '2"
dia. x 1 %" long straight bit.

Before cutting into the cabinet I
checked the template on some scrap
wood. To rout the cavity I placed a

CanadianWoodworking.com

Steady as She Goes - | used a
power grinder with a cutting attachment
to create the texture around each stone.
| was extremely careful to have a light,
gentle touch. A sharp carving gouge
would also work well.

piece of '4" thick Baltic birch ply-
wood, with an oversized clearance hole
in its center, under the pattern in the
hardboard and clamped the pair to a
scrap piece of flat 2x6. The 2" ply-
wood ensured the template guide on
the router had enough clearance from
the workpiece. After a test fit, the hole
in the hardboard template had to be
adjusted to fine-tune the routed cavity.
Once the fit in the scrap wood was per-
fect it was onto the cabinet to nervously
rout the first cavity. This process was
repeated until all the stones had a final
resting place.

The stone on the corner of the cabinet
took a bit more work to get right. First
working on a piece of scrap, I laid out
the shape then started removing wood
with a saw, chisel and some carving
gouges. Once I was confident about the
final look, I transferred some of those
dimensions to the cabinet and set to
work fitting the corner stone. Patience
paid off as I eventually snuck up on a
good fit.

Add some texture

To add a visual similar to what a real
meteor would leave in the ground, I
thought some carved texture would be
appropriate around the perimeter of the
stones. I used a power grinder equipped

Install the Stones — Once the
cavities were complete and a finish
was applied, | used slow-setting
epoxy to fix the stones in place. |
first roughed up the underside of the
stones to ensure they had enough
tooth for a long-lasting joint.

A Strong Focal Point
—The installed stones, with
accompanying textured
perimeter. Contrasting colours
and textures add a strong, and
unique, visual to this otherwise
simple cabinet.

with an Arbortech blade, but a steady hand
was imperative. If you don’t have power
carving equipment, or the confidence and
experience to make these fine marks, you
could use a sharp carving gouge and work
from the inside of the cavity towards the
outside. A slightly random approach keeps
the look more natural.

Epoxy is the answer

After applying a finish to the cabi-
net (I didn’t want a finish on the stones
as it would yellow them), I roughed up
the bottom of each stone with sandpa-
per and a file to ensure it had enough
tooth for a strong bond. To secure the
stones in their cavities I used epoxy. Its
great gap filling properties, long open
time and ability to stick to almost any-
thing makes it the easy choice. I mixed
up the epoxy and placed just enough of
it into the cavity so when the stone was
inserted the cavity would fill of epoxy,
yet not squeeze out, becoming visible.
It’s an exact science.
Though I didn’t get it
perfect, I went by feel
and was pleased with
the results.

ROB BROWN |
rbrown@ |
canadianwoodworking.com




Rather than buy the same, standard picture frames that everyone
has on their wall, learn how to make your own and a world of
possibilities will present itself to you.

BY BILL PERRY

few years ago, an aunt lent

me an album filled photos of

our family dating back sev-

ral generations. Charmed by

the quaint poses and changes in dress, I
scanned the photos, intending to make dig-
ital prints to frame and display. All went
well until T looked into the cost of framing.

I’'m not down on framing shops —
everybody has to make a living — but I
was shocked to discover I couldn’t afford
more than a fraction of the number of
frames I wanted. That prompted me to
learn how to do it myself. It turned out
to be not that tough, so to help you get
started I'll pass along a few tips that I
picked up along the way.

Your first step is wood selection. Take
your time here and be a bit picky. You
can use almost any straight-grained
hardwood or softwood, but be sure it’s
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well dried and stable. You don’t want
your frame twisting and warping.
Practice restraint with wildly figured
woods: they can compete with the art-
work for visual attention. They’re also
much harder to mill and finish. Also, be
wary of resinous woods like pine, which
can ooze pitch seemingly forever.
Picture frame moulding is a little dif-
ferent from standard trim moulding. It
has a rabbet at the back, which holds the
glass, matt board, artwork and backing
board. This gives it an L-shaped profile.
The front of the moulding usually has a
decorative profile. This can range from
a simple cove or roundover to gilded
rococo carving — it’s entirely up to you.

The router table
can do it all

You also have some options when it
comes to how you make your mould-
ing. I'll start here with the most

straightforward method, which is to do
the whole job on the router table. You
will have two profiles to rout: the rab-
bet on the back of the moulding and the
decorative profile on the front.

To make the rabbet, use either a straight
bit or a bearing-guided rabbeting bit. Your
router table’s fence controls the width
of the rabbet and should be used even if
you are using the bearing-guided bit. The
fence allows you to make two or three
safe, shallow cuts instead of one heavy
one that risks splintering the wood, or
worse, injuring yourself. Make your last
pass over the bit a nice, light clean-up cut.

Once the rabbet is done, select the
router bit with the profile you want, set
up the router table with the fence, and
run the moulding profile just as you did
the rabbet, remembering again to keep
the cuts light.

You can also cut the rabbet on the
table saw. This is a good choice if you

Photos by Bill Perry
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Safety First — When cutting the rabbet with
two cuts on the table saw, be careful that the
second cut releases the waste piece on the outside
of the blade. If it is trapped between the blade and
the fence, you risk a dangerous kickback.

W

Start Straight — A chop saw makes short work of rough-cutting
your frame pieces to size. Perry likes to make the first cut at 90° to

break the stock out.

Normand Picture
Framing Kit

This picture framing kit from Normand
comes equipped with a saw, a mitre and
fastening tool as well as all the joining
and hanging hardware required to help
ease you into the picture framing world
for just $39.99. For more information
visit www.normand.ca.

have a lot of moulding to make; it’s
much quicker. You can use either a
standard blade or a dado set. With the
standard blade, two intersecting cuts
remove the waste, while a dado set can
plow out the rabbet in a single pass if it’s
not too deep.

When making two cuts with your
standard blade, be careful as you make
the second cut that the waste piece of
wood releases to the outside of the
blade. If it becomes trapped between the
blade and the fence, you risk a danger-
ous kickback. Whether using a regular
blade or a dado set, a
featherboard will help
give safe and consistent
results by holding the
workpiece firmly against
the fence.

Make up enough
moulding for your frame
plus a bit more, keep-
ing the extra in reserve
for machine setup and
in case you make a mis-
take. You can cut the
moulding with a power
mitre saw, on the table-
saw using a mitre gauge
or mitre sled, or you can
cut it by hand using a
mitre box or saw guide.
The chopsaw or tablesaw are the fastest
and most accurate; cuts made by hand
are trimmed afterwards with a plane and
mitre shooting board.

Layout is critical

Before cutting, however, you have
layout, measuring and marking to
do, and this is where the fun begins.

Think Twice, Mark Once - The pencil marks
the spot you measure from: at the point where the
mitre cuts across the rabbet.

NORAAND

THEWOODWORKER’S store

WHETHER YOU ARE

* A Cabinet maker

* A Professional Craftsman
* A Serious D.l.Y.

YOU'LL FIND

* Expert Advice

* New Products

* Innovative Technology
* Great savings !

VISIT ONE OF OUR STORES
OR CALL

* Mississauga 905.858.2838
¢ Laval 450.688.2112
¢ Sherbrooke 819.563.6555
¢ Levis 418.831.3226

Monday to Friday 8am - 5pm

Saturday’s 9am - 1pm




No Numbers — Instead of measuring where to cut the
second side, use the first as a template. Place the two pieces

with their mitred ends against a flat object, in this case a
plane, and just mark the length from one piece to the other.

Some people — me at the head of the line — have what I have
dubbed “three-dimensional dyslexia.” This is the inability to
pre-visualize how to orient your moulding before you cut it.
You know you have the disorder when you go to assemble
your frame only to discover it looks like something designed
by M.C. Escher.

Amazed at the number of mistakes I've made over the years
when cutting moulding, I've come up with a simple way to mini-
mize the disasters and I'm happy to pass these tips along to you.
Tip #1: Work with small, manageable pieces

Since you have to make a 45° mitre cut at each corner of the
frame, it seems logical to start by cutting a mitre at one end of
your moulding and then continue by making mitre cuts all the
way down. Resist that urge. You will end up with mitres that
are cut every which way but right.

Instead, cut your moulding to approximate lengths — the fin-
ished length plus another inch or so, depending on the frame’s
size. Make 90° cuts. This will give you two pieces of moulding,
about the size you need, that are easy to manage.

Tip #2: Mark and cut one single mitre at
the end of each piece

Place one of the pieces of moulding on your bench so that
the rabbet faces down against the bench, and the profile you
routed faces up. Mark a 45° line from the outside corner of the
moulding across to the inside (profiled) edge. It doesn’t have to
be accurate; it’s only a visual aid to show you the direction in
which to cut. Cut that mitre on each of the pieces, giving you
four pieces of moulding, each with a mitre at one end and a
straight cut at the other.

Tip #3: Fit the frame to the artwork,
not the other way around

It’s easier to cut pieces of moulding to fit the glass and matt
than vice versa, so whenever possible cut the glass and matt
first. Use the glass as a template to mark the size of the frame,
thus avoiding measuring — one of your greatest sources of
error.

But when you do have to measure your moulding, here’s the
trick to ensure you do it right. Don’t measure from the lon-
gest point, where your 45° cut crosses the outside edge of the
moulding, and don’t measure from the shortest point, where
the cut crosses the inside edge. Instead, measure from where
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Simple and Accurate — A mitre sled on
the table saw is a good alternative to the chop
saw for cutting mitres.

Hand-powered — A bevel-up plane like
this low-angle jack is ideal for shooting the
mitres.

your cut crosses the rabbet (see photo). Think of Goldilocks
and the three bears: the outside is too long, the inside is too
short, but the middle of the rabbet is ju-u-u-st right.

One more small but important detail: cut each side of the
frame approximately /5" longer than the size of the glass you
order. Glaziers will cut glass to a tolerance of about * /1", so
that extra eighth of an inch ensures that the glass still fits into
the frame if it’s cut a bit too big, but won't fall out if it’s a bit
too small.

Tip #4: Use your visual aids

Remember the rough 45° line you drew in Tip #2 as a visual
aid to be sure to cut the mitre the right way? It’s time to do it
again. Measure the length of the side and mark that length in the
middle of the rabbet. Double-check that your moulding is ori-
ented properly; this is the point where you're most likely to make
an error because the moulding has been rotated 90° or 180°. If it’s
correct, mark the direction of the cut with your pencil.

Tip #5: Once one side is cut to size, use it to mark the
length of the opposite side

Instead of measuring the second side of the frame, inviting
error, use the finished piece to mark the length of the other
side. Hold the two pieces together with the tips of the cut
mitres point-to-point, mark the length, make your visual aid
mark showing which direction to cut, and then cut down from
that point.

Perfecting the joint

If you used a chopsaw with a good blade or an accurate
mitre sled on the tablesaw, you should have four perfect 45°
mitres ready for gluing. Mitres cut by hand usually need some
trimming to make them accurate and neat enough to glue.
Do this with a finely tuned low-angle hand plane and a mitre
shooting board.

The shooting board is a simple jig that holds the moulding
at an accurate 45° angle while the plane trims it. Make one
using some scraps of plywood: one for a base, a thin piece
for a raised platform, and a third piece for a fence. The thin
platform guides the plane and raises the workpiece above the
plane’s side so the blade can make a full cut. Two sides of the
fence must form a perfect 90° angle. Check this with an accu-
rate square, then attach it to the platform so these sides meet
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the platform’s edge at a perfect 45°. Stick pieces of 120 grit
sandpaper to the faces of the fence to prevent your workpiece
from slipping and you're all set.

When using the jig, make sure you plane “downhill” as
shown in the photos so that you're planing with, rather than
against, the grain. This is a very fine cut, so I like to set up my
plane using an extra piece of moulding with a mitre cut on one
end. This is the Braille method: it relies on touch rather than
sight. Retract the plane’s blade so that when you make a pass it
doesn’t cut any wood at all. Very gradually advance the blade
while making more test strokes. The blade might scrape a bit
of sawdust off the end of the workpiece and then — if it’s truly
sharp — will take a fine, almost transparent shaving.

That’s what you want. If you glide the plane forward and
it goes “Thunk!” when it meets the workpiece, the blade is
advanced much too far. To repeat: This is a very fine cut. Once
setup is done, a few strokes of the plane should give you a per-
fectly smooth and accurate mitre, ready for gluing.

How do | clamp this?

You have a choice of clamps to use. Right-angle clamps
secure each corner separately. They work fine but if your
angles are off, cumulative error can add up quickly. Regular bar
clamps also work fine, but again watch your angles. Check that
your frame is square by measuring from corner to corner, then
making a second measurement between the opposite corners.
If the measurements are identical, it’s square. If not, squeeze
in the longer dimension until it matches the shorter one, then
tighten up the clamps.

Spring clamps used with pliers designed to spread them are
yet another means to clamp a mitre while the glue sets. These
leave a small mark in the wood, so they’re best used when the
frame will be painted and the mark can be filled.

My favourite clamping method is to use the Veritas® 4-Way
Speed Clamp sold by Lee Valley. This clever combination of
right-angle corners, threaded rods, and speed-clamping nuts
not only clamps a frame evenly, it also pulls it square. Once
you have cut and mitred the sides of your frame, place them
face down on your bench-top inside the clamp. Then slide the
cross-drilled brass nuts along the rods until they meet resis-
tance. This forces them straight so their threads engage and
they can be tightened up around the frame.

Thread the nuts until the clamp barely snugs up around the
frame, then push all four sides of the frame down flat onto the
desktop so everything is in the same plane, and tighten up the
nuts. Now turn the clamped frame over and check the mitres to
make sure there are no gaps. If there are, it’s back to the shoot-
ing board for a bit more plane work. If all the mitres are nice
and tight, you can open up the clamp, spread a bit of glue onto
the joints, clamp the frame and set it aside to cure.

Reinforce the joints

It would be nice if the mitred corners of the frame were
strong enough once glued, but they’re not. In a mitre, you're
essentially joining end grain to end grain. This is always a
weak joint — weak enough to break with your hands alone — so
it needs some kind of reinforcement. This is your next step:

Clamp and Reinforce — The Veritas 4-Way Speed Clamp holds the frame
tight and square while V-nails are driven into the backs of the mitres.

those mitres need to be toughened up.

Again, you have a few options. The quickest is to drive a
brad or small nail through the mitre from the side of the frame.
It can then be countersunk and filled, and painted over. Have a
look in the picture frame section of any dollar store and this is
likely what you’ll find.

A much better option is to use V-nails. These are metal fas-
teners shaped like the letter “V” (duh!), which are far stronger
and more stable than brads. They are pressed or driven into
the back of the mitre, drawing it together and holding it fast.

WOLNERINE

GRINDINGRIG
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Keys with a Router - This simple jig for the
router table holds the frame secure while a three-
wing slot-cutter bit cuts the slot in the frame's
corner.

Lee Valley’s V-Nail & Brad Driver
(86K87.10) for $39.50 gives you a V-nail
driving tool and enough V-nails to make
dozens of frames, or their V-Nail Press
(86K 33.01) for $132.00 provides a tool
adequate for light production work.

Using V-nails is simplicity itself. The
driving tool has a magnetized plunger
that holds the nail. All you do is place the
nail on the driving tool, position it so its
“wings” are aligned with the sides of the
frame, and drive it home with a mallet. In
a wide frame, three or four V-nails can be
used along the joint for greater strength.

Another alternative is to use a keyed
mitre joint. This reinforces the joint by
providing long-grain gluing strength. It
can also add a decorative element if you
use keys cut from contrasting woods or
use more than one key per corner.

You can cut the slots using a router
mounted in a router table, or on the table
saw using a simple jig; cutting it neatly
by hand is a challenge. Once again, glue
up the frame first. Then, set up your
router in the router table with a slot-cut-
ting bit used for biscuit joinery. It will cut
a slot up to about %" deep, so it works
for smaller frames.

Make a simple jig to hold your frame
consisting of a flat plywood platform with
two pieces of wood attached at 90° to each
other and at 45° to the platform’s edge.
They form a cradle that holds the frame
secure while the jig is run along the router
table’s fence and through the cutter.

Deeper slots can be cut using the table
saw with a cradle attached to a box that
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Keys with a Table Saw — A shop-made
cradle holds the frame while cutting slots in the
corners on the tablesaw. The tablesaw's fence is
used to adjust the cradle’s position.

fits over the saw’s fence. The fence is
then used to position the work. Use a rip
blade so its flat teeth cut a flat-bottomed
groove. Be gentle while cutting the slots;
those end-grain mitre joints are fragile.

Glue hardwood keys into the slots.
Take care to brush glue into the slots
instead of onto the keys to minimize
squeeze-out. Once the glue cures, care-
fully cut off the waste ends of the keys
using a flush-cutting saw so as not to
mar the frame’s surface. Be especially
gentle right at the corners where the
wood is prone to chipping out. Once
cut, trim the keys flush using a low-angle
block plane. Plane in from the corners to
avoid chip-out.

Finishing details

To complete your frame, sand any
rough areas and break any sharp edges
or corners — it’s nice if the frame feels
as good as it looks. Brush or blow all
the dust out of the wood’s pores before
applying a finish. I prefer a coat of
super blond shellac wiped on as a fin-
ish for light-coloured woods; it’s also a
good sealer for pitchy woods. For darker
woods such as cherry or mahogany I use
a wiping varnish — either Tried & True
Varnish Oil or, if T want it to dry a little
faster, a shop-mixed blend of one-third
boiled linseed oil, one-third spar varnish
and one-third turpentine.

Your frame is now ready for its glass,
image, matt and backer board. If you're
concerned about the image’s longevity,
use only acid-free matt board and other

&% AR
Neat and Tidy — Brush que into the slot

instead of onto the mitre key to minimize squeeze
out.

materials intended for archival preserva-
tion of images. One nice last touch is to
seal the opening at the back of the frame
with a sheet of acid-free paper to keep out
dust and pollutants. Wipe a thin coat of
water-based paste around the back of the
frame, cover it with the paper and let it dry.
Trim the paper with a sharp blade for a
neat, professional finish and you’re done.

The last step is to install hardware.
This is basic, consisting either of hooks
on the sides of the frame with picture
wire strung between them, or of solid
metal hangers attached to the center of
the top of the frame at the back.

Another simple method is to rout
a small groove along the back of the
frame’s top section. Once the groove
is routed the frame can be hung from
a single nail or, if the framed artwork
is especially heavy, two grooves can be
routed to spread the load over two nails
instead of one. A third option is to scroll
a small bracket and hinge it to the back of
the frame.

However you do it,
framing your own pic-
tures is fun, economical,
and yet another outlet
for your artistic impulses.

BILL PERRY
wmperry.ca

After decades of being a kindly old Geppetto,
quietly making shavings, Bill is being dragged
kicking and screaming into the digital age by
Canadian Woodworking Magazine. Watch for his
new eNewsletter, available online soon.
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HotProducts2012

Rosewood Studio Guest
Instructors

ou've seen
their work in
books and maga-
zines. They are
modern mas-
ters, admired '
and respected by their peers. Why not join them for a class at Rosewood
Studio in Perth, Ontario? Adrian Ferrazzutti, Michael Fortune, Garrett Hack
and Christopher Schwarz have taught across North America and around
the world, and they are teaching at Rosewood in 2013.

Why it's Hot: Rosewood guest instructors include some of the most
respected furniture designers and makers working today, live and in person
here in Canada. While books and video instruction go a long way, there is
no better or faster way to flatten a learning curve than in-person, one-on-
one interaction with a master of their craft.

www.rosewoodstudio.com

A.G.E. Saw Blades from Amana

A.G.E. saw blades from Amana Tool are laser cut from virgin steel, then
flattened, ground, tensioned and tipped with large, European-style car-
bide tips that can be resharpened for increased blade value. The A.G.E.
series features a variety of blades -
ideal for use in wood, metals and e
plastics. ALE

Why they're Hot: The popular
A.G.E. line provides budget-priced,
industrial-quality circular saw
blades for professional woodwork-
ers and hobbyists alike. Every step
of the manufacturing process is
computer-controlled and moni-
tored by sophisticated inspection
equipment to ensure superior
quality. A.G.E. blades start at
$39.60 (item #MD10-240).

For more information, visit

www.agecuttingtools.com.

PLYWODD &
LAMINATE k=

Black & Decker Gyro Screwdriver

lack & Decker Introduces the GYRO 4V MAX Lithium-ion
Rechargeable Screwdriver (BDCS40G). The World's First Motion-
Activated Screwdriver that controls speed and direction with a twist of
the wrist for improved control while screwdriving compared to current
rechargeable screwdrivers. With gyroscopic technology, users need only
to rotate their wrist one-
quarter turn to the right for
forward or left for reverse.
$39.99 at all major
Canadian home improve-
ment and general retailers.
Why it's Hot: The GYRO
is the perfect tool for any
application that requires a
screwdriver. Great for the
home, boat, cottage, trailer,
car, etc.
www.blackanddecker.com

Advertising/Editorial Feature

Rob Cosman Online
Hand Tool Workshop

Rob's online workshops provide
a virtual apprenticeship
M embers are taught to build house furnishings
and shop implements through (stored) daily
half-hour, real-time sessions. Rob’s son and cam-
eraman (Jake) doubles as the “student” to create
those true-to-life “Now what do | do?"” teaching
moments. Rob also manages the member forums
himself, and provides his personal “expert” advice.
Why It's Essential: Shorten your learning curve
and increase your enjoyment with Rob's online
workshop. Watch and learn as Rob demonstrates and explains which tools
to use, how to sharpen them, and how to best use them - This is truly an
essential small shop solution.
Payment options $1.53 - $2.21 per episode. Free — one-month trial
www.robsworkshop.com

Apollo Sprayers HVLP
Turbine System Model 1050VR

POLLO SPRAYERS lead the world in essential HVLP spray applica-
tion technology for the serious craftsman. Apollo offers the 1050VR
5-stage HVLP turbine system with 22% more power, low overspray,
variable speed, pressure control and other unique precision and safety
features, coupled with the award-winning Apollo 7500 Spray Gun. The
Apollo 1050VR lets you dial-in exceptional finishing quality every time.
Why it's Hot: APOLLO 1050VR
provides increased power, ultra-fine
atomization of low to high viscosity
coatings or paints. Now you can auto-
matically calibrate HVLP turbine speed,
see it on an LCD read-out, and eas-
ily replicate a high quality finish time
after time.
Available at: Exel-NA Canadian
Branch, Scarborough.
www.hvlp.com

Oliver 13" intelliCarve
CNC Machine

N ow available through Busy Bee Tools, the Oliver intelliCarve is the
perfect way to create beautiful 2D and 3D images on wood, acrylics
and more. This machine is extremely easy to use and requires no previous
knowledge of CNC to operate. Includes iPicture Software and everything
you need to get started. This model and
a larger 15" model are now available to
your local Busy Bee Tools.

Model# CNCCARVER

Why it's Hot: With the capabilities of
this machine and low price, the IntelliCarve
from Oliver is a winner. Learn, talk and
play with one at your local Busy Bee Tools.
Be sure to check the Busy Bee Tools web-
site for demo days on this machine.

Visit your local Busy Bee Tools store or
www.busybeetools.com for pricing.
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BESSEY Auto Adjust
Toggle Clamp

lamping force can
be adjusted within a
range of 25-550 Ibs with
the turn of an integrated
pressure screw — the
clamp will auto-adjust
to varying work piece
heights without signifi-
cant change in applied
clamping force — holding
capacity up to 700 Ibs.
Why it's Hot: Because it auto-adjusts to variations in work height,
there is no need for continuous adjustment — resulting in better pro-
ductivity. The range of applied clamping force also replaces a variety of
competitive offerings with one BESSEY.
www.besseytools.com

DEWALT Carbide Blade Knives

EWALT's new snap-off knives and utility blades feature a ground-

breaking Carbide Blade Technology that lasts up to five times longer
than the competition. These new utility blades and knives are designed to
deliver increased blade life and maintain first-cut sharpness — two key
factors that today's professionals demand. Retails for $9.99 to $18.99 at
Home Depot/IC Stores.

Why it's Hot: These

breakthrough utility blades
provide heavy users with
the long-awaited durabil-
ity needed to keep cutting
through a variety of build-
ing applications, including
roofing, drywall, ceiling tile
installation, and other prod-
ucts that prove challenging
for traditional blades.

www.DEWALT.com

DEWALT Tough Case System

ntroducing DEWALT's TOUGHSYSTEM storage solution - the unique sys-

tem is comprised of three storage units (DWST08201, DWST08203 and
DWST08204) and metal carrier (DWST08210) for ultimate jobsite orga-
nization. The TOUGHSYSTEM allows any
professional to build the storage option
that fits their needs. Technicians, electri-
cians and contractors can use different
combinations, eliminating the need for
multiple storage boxes spread throughout
the jobsite or workshop. $399 at Home
Depot

Why it's Hot: The system was

designed to save contractors time by allow-
ing them to customize their storage options
and only pull out the tools they need for
each application.

www.DEWALT.com
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CX-Series
8" Parallelogram Jointer

his 8" Jointer features a powerful 3HP TEFC motor, a long precision

ground cast iron 76 3" bed, parallelogram table adjustment, inte-
grated mobile base, top mounted pedestal on/off switch and overall
heavy duty construction. A top selling jointer in the CX-Series line, other
features on this unit include a four H.S.S knife cutterhead, powder coated
paint and a three-year warranty.

Model# CX08

Why it's Hot: One of the best
selling jointers in the CX—=Series
line, this is “hot" because of com-
bination of a fantastic sale price,
multitude of features and the three-
year warranty on this machine.
On Sale for only $979 (Reg. Price
$1349) until January 12th 2013,

To watch a video on this machine,
visit www.busybeetools.com

CX-Series
14" Wood Band Saw

his band saw features a solid one piece upper

frame steel body, a powerful THP motor, quick Ek
tension release, upper and lower blade guides and fea- i 8
tures a 14" x 18" work table. With a resaw capacity at T'
7", precision balanced cast iron wheels and 2 work- ! *

ing speeds, there isn't much this saw can't handle.
Also features powder coated paint and a three-year
warranty.

Model# CX104

Why it's Hot: A top selling CX Series Band Saw, this
machine is hot because of the combination of price and
features. It also features a full length 28 minute instruc-
tional DVD on the complete assembly, set-up and tips
and techniques featuring Mark Eaton. On sale for only
$549 (Reg. Price $799) until January 12th 2013.

www.busybeetools.com

DEWALT DWE357 Corded
Recip Saw

he DEWALT Reciprocating

Saw (DWE357) is
designed with a unique,
compact configuration that
provides outstanding control
and balance compared to
traditional reciprocating saw
designs, without sacrificing
the power that professionals expect. The saw measures only 14- inches in
length allowing the user to get into tight areas including between studs that
are 16 inches on centre. $129 at home improvement stores.

Why it's Hot: The DWE357 is ideal for general contractors, mechanical
contractors, demolition workers, electricians, HVAC professionals, framers, and
other residential and commercial construction professionals who are tasked
with completing cutting applications in challenging workspaces

www.DEWALT.com
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Dimar Nova Industrial D-Coat
Laminate Saw Blade

imar Canada Ltd. is excited to release its new Nova Industrial D-Coat
Laminate saw blade (D1080TNTD).

Why it's Hot: 1. Dimar’s New D-COAT Nano Technology System! Coating
is absorbed into the saw blade body and teeth. It will not peel, crack or rub
off during regular use. Protects against rust and resin build up.

2. Dimar's Dynamic Balancing
System! Each blade is individually balanced
using a specialty designed CNC machine,
guaranteeing minimal vibration and qual-
ity cut.

3. Dimar's German Made D-Max Carbide!
No-chip cutting on two sided laminate mate-
rials. 15-20 Sharpenings! WOW!

Available at Dimar Dealers across Canada

www.dimarcanada.com

Dia-Flat Lapping Plate

sing the new revolutionary DMT Diamond Hardcoat Technology- this

lapping plate outlasts any other diamond coating in the market. With
a consistent, aggressive diamond surface and precision ground, hand
certified flat to +/- 0.0005", the Dia-Flat assures rigid execution when
flattening stones. Greater surface area for ease of use. Durable construc-
tion will provide years of consistent performance and reliable service. For
proper tool maintenance,
woodworkers, chefs and
other professionals rely on
the superior quality and
versatility of DMT products.
Made in USA.

Why it's Hot: Dia-Flat
Lapping Plate designed to
easily flatten all conven-
tional and waterstones
in less time than other
methods.

Dura-Grit DuraDisc 5"
Carbide Sanding Discs

with Heavy Duty Hook & Loop Kit

our random orbital sander or

bench sander has never seen
anything like the carbide DuraDisc
from DuraGrit. With DuraGrit's
Carbide Fusion Technology, it will
sand through your entire project.
DuraGrit's testers sanded more than
10,000 feet of wood with a single
disc, which looked barely used after-
wards and still performed like new!

Why it's Hot: Sand hard and

many more materials on your bench
sander. You'll have trouble running
out of ways to use them!

Available in 46,60,80,120 &
150 grit — all five- and eight-hole

soft wood with your ROS. Shape and ~ compatible.
grind wood, plywood, fibreglass, lam- $24.98 ea. USD
inates, wall tile, rubber, leather and www.duragrit.com/cw
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Drill Doctor (MB)

harpen your dull and broken drill bits with Drill Doctor. Don't get stuck

in the middle of a project and run to the store for a new bit- just
sharpen it and get back to work. Drill Doctors can sharpen a wide range
of point angles and drill materials, probably everything you own. Visit drill-
doctor.com to learn about special offers.

Why it's Hot: Free $40 knife with 750x or 500 models at select
retailers!
* Fast, easy to use, works
every time
Sharper than new
results
Saves money — pays
for itself in just a few
sharpenings
Models to fit any budget
Durable- three-year
warranty
www.Drilldoctor.com

Dura-Grit Hi-Speed
Carbide Burr Set

high-speed drill should be in

everyone's DIY toolbox, and its
indispensable companion is the
YEL-004 carbide tool set.

DuraGrit's carbide burrs and wheels
are long lasting, high performance
accessories that come in a variety of
useful shapes and grit grades.

Why it's Hot: Whether you're
looking to bore and enlarge a clear-
ance hole in a ceramic wall tile to
accept a water pipe, re-shape the
edge of a wall tile to fit a contour in
the corner of the backsplash, cut and
fit laminate flooring or carve a duck

Dura-Grit 90° Carbide
TruSander

N ot only is it a long-life sand-
ing block that is the same grit
grade each time you use it, it's a
sander that can true a rough edge
90° to the work surface, easily
round corners, or bevel edges.

The TruSander will not wear
down or tear, so you won't have
to change worn sandpaper in the
middle of a job.

Why it's Hot: It sands hard
and soft woods, MDF, PVC, laminates,
composites, rubber and fibreglass.
Its ergonomic handle and perforated
sanding plate incorporate a dust col-
lection system that clears the debris

decoy, there's a Dura-Grit carbide tool
in the YEL-004 tool set to suit the job.
$40.75 USD
www.duragrit.com/cw

while you work. Every home and
workshop should have one.
Available in 60, 80, 120 and
150 grit.
$19.98 ea. USD
www.duragrit.com/cw
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Kreg Toolboxx KTC22

he Kreg Toolboxx is a durable organizer for your entire Kreg Jig
collection.

The 15 bins, plus three storage compartments in the top section work
great to hold all the small accessories such as extra drill bits, driver bits,
spacer blocks and depth collars.

The lower compartment is large enough to hold your Kreg Jig, several
clamps, additional drill guides, and more.

Why it's Hot:

* Keep your entire Kreg Jig collection
secure and organized with the
Kreg Toolboxx.

* 15 Bins Organizer with Full Access
Top and Bottom.

* The Toolboxx comes with over
1,000 Kreg Screws so you always
have the screw you need at hand.
$79.99
www.EliteTools.ca

Exchange-A-Blade
Oscillating Tool Accessories

Exchange-A—Blade introduces a full line of heavy duty, Industrial Grade,
oscillating tool accessories to cut, grind, scrape and sand. These Swiss
made accessories last three times longer and include bi-metal blades for
cutting through nails and light metal.

The new universal fit arbor is designed to fit directly
on to Bosch, Skil, Fein 636, Ridgid, Milwaukee, King &
Hausmann tools. A universal adapter is available to fit
most other manufacturers including Rockwell, Dremel,
Porter Cable and Craftsman.

Why it's Hot: The Exchange feature allows
you to keep worn accessories out of the land-
fill by returning them to your dealer for a credit
towards your next purchase. Exchange-A-Blade
power tool accessories save money as well as the
environment.

www.ExhchangeAblade.com

Fuji Spray Semi-PRO 2
HVLP Spray System

he Fuiji Spray Semi-PRO 2 HVLP Spray System offers features like no

other in its price range. The Fuji M-Model Spraygun has professional
features such as non-bleed, a fan control knob (to adjust size). A super-
powerful 1400 watt two-stage bypass motor in metal turbine case with
handy gun holder. A 25ft Hose with air control valve and quick-connect
coupler. $449.00

Why it's Hot: DIY HVLP
Systems typically feature low watt-
age motors that are underpowered
for most spraying. Our 1400 watt
two-stage version can handle any
type of coating. The Semi-PRO 2 is
for the serious user. 20 page user
manual included.

www.fujispray.com
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Exchange-A-Blade
Screwdriver Bits

xchange-A-Blade has introduced a full line of Industrial Grade screw-

driver bits and nut setters designed for use with modern impact drivers.

Made with specially tem-
pered S2 spring steel which
has been heat treated for
maximum strength and dura-
bility. The hardened tips
have been milled for optimal
fit and extended life.

Why it's Hot: Extensive
testing has shown these
bits to be among the lon-
gest lasting, highest torque
bits available on the market
today.

www.ExchangeAblade.com

Big Bear SandDevil

Multi-surface design provides five sanding surfaces
- Use on flat, curved and hard to reach surfaces
- Ideal for large sanding projects and difficult detail work
- Uses standard 3" x 21" sanding belts
- Eliminates the aggravation of constantly changing worn sandpaper
- Includes 80# grit cloth-backed sanding belt...up to 5 times the life of
regular sandpaper
- Designed by a long-time professional woodworker
- Made of tough injection-molded thermoplastic
- Patented load and lock
mechanism
Why it's Hot: This high-tech,
quick-reload manual sanding
tool delivers power tool results
with hand-sanding precision.
Dealer inquiries welcome.
www.BigBearTools.com

Stanley FatMax Magnetic
Tape Measure

tanley introduces a magnetic

tape measure that is accurate
and provides both long reach and a
power magnet, making it the perfect
choice for pros in a host of different
trades. A powerful rare Earth magnet
securely holds the tape in place to metal
and a patent-pending Tru-Zero magnetic hook
ensures accurate measurements within */-'2 inches. The magnet fea-
tures a holding force up to 4 pounds and the blade can stand out
11 feet. Retails for $27.99

Why it's Hot: Designed for professional users including HVAC, elec-
tricians, plumbers, machine shop workers, steel framers and general
contractors.

www.stanleyhandtools.ca
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Grizzly T10687 Track Saw

Brand new on the market, Grizzly offers a track saw that allows for
great portability and accurate cutting of sheet goods without a table
saw or panel saw. An integrated dust shroud connects to a shop vacuum
to help keep the work area clean and it features a retractable riving knife
behind the blade for improved safety.

The saw features a powerful 1.1 kw, 120V, 5500 RPM, 9A motor and
includes one 55" track and one pair of clamps (optional extension tracks
also available)

This saw is ideal for making plunge cuts in the middle of a panel!

Why it's Hot: You can have panel-saw accuracy at home and the job
site with Grizzly's new T10687 Track Saw. And only Grizzly can bring you a
track saw with German engi-
neering at such an incredible
price. With the plunge cutting
capabilities and the riving knife
both add up to increased safety.

Cost: $229.95

www.grizzly.com

King Cyclone Dust Collector

* Powerful 220V TEFC motor

* Superior dust collection and air filtration

* Cyclone action separates heavy particles from
fine particles and drops them into steel drum

* Fine dust particles collected in Tmicron
canister

* Steel drum with quick release levers and cas-
tor wheels for easy disposal

* Magnetic line interruption switch - needs a
restart after a power failure

* Manual crank handle for easy cleaning of
inside of canister filter

* Remote control with timer setting - automatically
shuts dust collector off after 2, 3, 6, or 8 hours

* Complete with four-wheel casters for portability
Why it’s Hot: Exceptional two stage dust collection efficiency

AND easily emptied.
www.KingCanada.com

King Inspection Camera With
LCD Monitor

deal for plumbing,
automotive repair and
construction — for inspec-
tion of hard-to-reach or
hard-to-see areas
* 9mm diameter x 39"
flexible camera probe —
waterproof, and extendable up to 15ft
* 2.4" LCD colour monitor - detachable with range of 20-30ft
* LED lights inside the camera probe tip illuminate dark spaces
* Connects to PC
* Records with micro SD card
* Kit comes with three accessory tools (45° mirror, magnetic pick-up,
pick-up hook) and 4 AA batteries
Why it's Hot: Very affordable, incredibly versatile.
www.KingCanada.com

CanadianWoodworking.com
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\Veritas
Bench
Chisels

hese chisels

are precision
made by Veritas
Tools. Turned and
milled from solid bar
stock, the blades are 01
tool steel (Rc58-60), chosen
for its ease of sharpening and its
excellent edge-retention properties at
low bevel angles. The set of five chisels includes %", 3", 15", 3%" and 1"

widths, with blades ranging from 4-%" to 5-%" long. Made in Canada.
05520.50 Set of 5 Chisels with 01 Blades
www.leevalley.com

Veritas Bevel-Up Jack Rabbet
Plane with PM-V11 Blade

his plane takes large-scale rabbeting work in stride. Weighing 6 Ib,

with a 15-&" long body, it is suitable anywhere you need to make a
long, wide cut that would require major effort with a smaller rabbet or
shoulder plane. Includes a lapped blade made of PM-V11, our propri-
etary high-performance
powdered metal alloy,
which offers superior
edge retention while
still being sharpenable
with conventional abra-
sives. Patented. Made in
Canada.

05P53.71 Veritas
Jack Rabbet Plane with
PM-V11 Blade

www.leevalley.com

Euro Shaper Head & Knives

ffers a simple solution for planing and moulding on your shaper.

Manufactured in Switzerland to exacting standards, these economi-
cal two-knife shaper heads assure that both profile and planing knives are
self aligning. Heads are available for various shaft sizes.

All knives are manufactured right here in Canada. Next day delivery on
stock knives

Why it's Hot: Versatility —
design your own profile.

Custom knives are made
within two business days.
Over 100 standard profiles
in stock.

Knives also fit some Dimar,
Amana, and CMT shaper
heads.

www.moldingknives.com
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FleXCl_J’[ Flexcut Whittlin' Jack
Carvin' Jack

he 6-Blade Carvin' Jack is

the world’s first folding
multi-tool for woodcarv-
ing. It's equipped with two
scorps, straight gouge, a
hook knife, chisel, and a
detail knife. You also get a
slip strop, a bar of Flexcut
Gold polishing compound
to keep your blades
sharp, and a leather belt-
mounted sheath that looks good with jeans or even your better pants.

. ‘;\(I)w;i)gzkgt(.’t: The only tool like it in the world — A woodcarving set F|eXCUt Beg i nner
www.flexcut.com 2_ B Iade craft

Carver Set
FleXCUt DEque Sta rter SEt |ncludes everything you'll need to get

started in the rewarding world of
woodcarving.

Why it's Hot: Includes an interchange-
able palm handle, three carving blades,
bass wood boot blank, 16-page manual
and project guide, and instructional DVD. SK110 - SRP: $39.95

he 2-Blade Whittlin" Jack features a 2" rough-

ing knife that's great for carving walking sticks,
caricatures, and much more. Its 12" detail knife
quickly removes wood from surfaces and is
perfect for fine detailing and delicate work.
Blades do not lock.

Why it's Hot: It weighs in at just 3
ounces and is just over 4 inches long
when closed, so it neatly fits in your
pocket. It has two of the sharpest

. blades in the world. ’

e

Our Starter Set has e
everything a new

wood carver needs. It
includes 16 interchange-
able blades, cutting
knife, quick connect
handle, and a power
handle. There's also a -
SlipStrop, gold polish- -
ing compound and an
owner's manual show-

ing how to care for the : = =
" e C————
tools. Plus you'll find

2 free step-by-step, SK108 SRP: $197.95

instructional DVD for a great first project.

Why it's Hot: This Starter Set contains profiles not included in
any other interchangeable set. So it's a great way to add to your col-
lection and save money.

www.flexcut.com

Flexcut Beginner 11-Piece
\ Craft Carver Set

Our most popular blades into one set. The
set includes 10 carving tools, instruction
manual, carving blank, and 11-pocket tool roll.
Why it's Hot: Each blade is made with the
same edge-holding steel as our gouges and
chisels. Plus the interchangeable handle.

SK107 - SRP: $97.95

Flexcut Knives

lexcut knives are precision made for maximum perfor-

mance. Their high-carbon steel blades have durable
points, hold an edge extremely well and are easily
maintained by simple stropping. Each knife is expertly
hand-sharpened and tested before shipping, so it's ready
to use right out of the package. Comfortable, curved ash
handles allow for long periods of carving without hand
fatigue. In addition to those pictured, a wide range of
knives are available to handle every task from roughing
in to fine detail carving.

Why They're Hot: Flexcut knives are versatile, well-
engineered tools, 100% North American made, assembled
and sourced. The top pick of pro carvers, hobbyists and
woodworkers around the world.

Visit www.flexcut.com for your nearest Canadian = ] ]
retailer. = Roughing Knife, KN14 SRP: 21.95
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Festool CXS
Compact Drill/Driver

he CXS Compact drill is by far the smallest extension of Festool’s Li-lon

drill platform. Featuring the FastFix chuck system, the CXS can be used
with the Centrotec chuck, keyless chuck, or a right-angle attachment that
allows you to access even the tightest spaces. Tough inside and out, the
CXS features sophisticated electronics that protect the tool and batteries
from the worst you can throw at it.

Why it's Hot: As you would
expect, the CXS features excep-
tional ergonomics, with a battery
design that removes the bulk from
the handle, ensuring maximum
comfort over extended use. But
the real beauty of the CXS lies in its
quick-change ability, with versatility
that leaves other drills in the dust.

Visit www.festooldrills.com to
learn more.

Festool Domino XL DF 700
Loose Tenon Joiner

ith the new Domino XL from Festool, you can build solid and

durable, solid wood mortise and tenon joints in a fraction of
the time it takes with traditional methods or stationary equipment.
Create mortises up to 9/16" thick x 5" long, perfect for constructing
doors and full-sized furniture like tables, benches, beds, and much,
much more.

Why it's Hot: Be prepared to watch your stationary machinery
collect dust. Whether on the jobsite or in the workshop, you'll have
the freedom and versatility to take the machine to your heaviest, least
mobile workpieces. Cut down on wasted time and transport-related
damage to materials, all while giving your back a much needed break.

Bigger and Stronger

No job is too big for the Domino XL. With an expanded range of
thicker, longer tenons, you will quickly and precisely join massive slabs,
doors and gates, or construct the most durable of tables and beds.

Immensely Portable

Light enough and nimble enough for use anywhere in the shop or
the jobsite. When the workpiece is too large to come to the machine,
this makes all the difference.

True Mortise and Tenon

Precision placement of solid hardwood tenons guarantees not only
a perfect fit, but a finished product that will last for generations.

Visit www.festooldomino.com to learn more.

CanadianWoodworking.com
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Festool CMS Routing System

he new CMS Routing System from Festool is available as an ultra-por-
table, standalone unit as well as a two-legged version that attaches
to their innovative MFT/3 Multifunction Table. A smooth-as-glass sliding
table, exacting mitre gauge, solid extension table, plus featherboard and
hold-down options come together to deliver a precise, yet portable routing
solution that is at home in the workshop or on the jobsite.

Why it's Hot: Built for pre-
’J 2 ""

cision above all else, the CMS
= ;_.H >
e il )
Es k ? i
g»( 0 o ‘d
’ .

features tremendous adjustabil-
ity plus a host of features that
help you control the workpiece,
s0 you get uncompromised
results. Above- and below-table
dust extraction captures dust
and chips for a cleaner running
operation with cleaner air and
less mess.

Visit www.festoolcms.com to
learn more.

Festool RO 90 DX
Multi-Mode Sander

he RO 90 Multi-Mode Sander, the newest member of the highly-
regarded Rotex family, is one sander that can truly do it all. The RO
90 features a tool-less base design, enabling it to easily transform from
a round pad sander to a delta-shaped, random-orbit detail sander in
seconds, so you can cover broad spaces and tight corners with a single
solution.
Why it's Hot: The RO 90 DX features three modes, but quadruple func-
tionality for aggressive rotary sanding,

random orbit finish sanding, detail cor- - =T

ner sanding and even polishing. And

like every other Festool sander, the RO — N
90 DX captures virtually every speck of - Q_
dust, resulting in cleaner air, a better S -

finish and longer abrasive and pad life. ——

Visit www.festoolsanders.com to
learn more.

Festool SysLite KAL 100
Worklamp

See what you've been missing thanks to 170°
of even light dispersion that goes where your
work takes you. Six high-efficiency LED bulbs
will provide even, consistent light for up to four
hours on a single charge, longer when paired
with a Festool battery, and without interruption
when plugged directly to a power source.
Why it's Hot: Whether your work takes
you under a cabinet or crawlspace, or to an
attic or the outdoors, the SysLite’s robust build
and shock-resistant body is easy to carry and
designed to perform when you need it most.
Ready for your toughest abuse, this rugged
worklight is backed by a full three-year warranty.
Visit www.festoolsyslite.com to learn more.
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Stanley Flexi Felt
Floor Protection

tanley introduces a complete line of floor protection products that not
only reduces noise and dust but also saves money associated with floor
maintenance in homes, schools and offices buildings. The Stanley line
of floor protection products features high-density plastic furniture
glides, sliders, leg tips, bumpers, casters and a wide array of new
Flexi-Felt 100% wool felt protectors, all con-
structed for performance and durability.

Why it's Hot: Stanley Flexi-Felt heavy-duty
adhesive pads are made of 100% pure wool
industrial felt so they last longer and won't
compress like polyester felt products. The full
line of Stanley Floor Protection Products can
be found at independent home improvement
general retailers across Canada at retail prices
ranging from $2.00 to $25.00. :
www.stanleyhardware.com

—

General International 5/8" hollow
chisel bench top mortiser

quipped with a heavy-duty cast-iron head,

column and base for steady, vibration-free
performance and a powerful %2 HP 110V motor
with start capacitor for smooth start-up, the
75-040 %" hollow chisel mortiser from General
International is built to help you quickly and accu-
rately fill your mortise cutting needs and comes
with %", %he", 3" & 12" chisel and bit sets.

Why it's Hot: Practicality and ease of use! The
ergonomic adjustable feed handle has an extra-
long, multi-position arm for better leverage and
feed control, and can be installed on either side of
the machine to suit right or left handed users.

Price $389.99 (valid until Feb 28th, 2013) at
participating General International retailers.

www.General.ca

Excalibur Deluxe Bench Top Router
Table and Lift with Cast-Iron Table

his all-in-one deluxe router table package from Excalibur by General

International includes the 40-125 universal router lift with 9 14" x 11
%" Aluminum insert plate, a 16" x 27" full cast-iron table top, a deluxe
guide fence system, a sturdy steel stand with built-in on/off switch and a
steel dust containment box with dust port and large access door.

Why it's Hot: Heavy-duty design! The lift is designed to fit all fixed-base
routers, features a unique four-post lift
screw and massive chain driven lifting
system, to allow for smooth above-the-
table adjustments, fast tool changes
and precision bit height setting.

Price $889.99 (valid until Feb
28th, 2013) at participating General
International retailers.

www.General.ca
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'| Gorilla Glue

rom the ordinary to extraordinary,

Gorilla Glue is the go-to adhesive for
any job. Gorilla Glue's incredible foam-
ing power penetrates into the material,
making the bond strong and reliable.
It is the ideal solution for indoor and
outdoor projects because it is 100%
waterproof. Gorilla Glue easily bonds
wood, stone, metal, ceramic, foam, glass
and more.

Why it's Hot: Gorilla Glue is now
available in a single-use tube, meeting
Gorilla's No. 1 consumer request. It's the

eLTe T same incredibly tough Gorilla Glue for-

™ mula, in four single-use 3g tubes. These
tubes are perfect for your small projects
and repairs.

www.GorillaTough.com

Grizzly Hybrid Table Saw with
Riving Knife

he best of both contractor and cabinet style table saws — easy-to-

transport weight and size of a high-end contractor saw, with dust
control and full features of a cabinet saw. Includes quick-change blade
guard, anti kickback pawls, and interchangeable true riving knife.
Serpentine belt and pulley system give optimum power transfer and
reduced noise. CSA certified.

Why it's Hot: Offers many
features of a cabinet saw
at much less cost. Portable
enough to take to jobsite, or
moved easily in small work-
shop. Powerful 2hp motor
makes for easier cutting in
hardwood or thick material,
and built-in dust port.

Cost: $795 USD

WWW.grizzly.com

Forrest Manufacturing
Ultra Thin 080 Woodworker Il

dvanced woodworkers wanting to minimize materials waste while
achieving highly precise cuts in expensive exotic hard and soft
woods will find Forrest's Ultra Thin 080 Woodworker I blade ideal.
With a kerf of .080", it cuts 64" thinner than most thin kerf (52") saw
blades. The combination of its super thin
body with an alternate top bevel grind
reduces resistance, tearout and waste.
Why it's Hot: Exotic woods are
extremely expensive, so using the Ultra
Thin 080 Woodworker Il that's specifi-
cally designed to minimize waste is a
cost-effective choice. This blade also
makes those really thin, polished cuts
essential for creating projects that go
beyond the usual.
List Price: $153.00 U.S.
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IRWIN Marples Woodworking
Series Saw Blades

he new IRWIN Marples Woodworking Series saw blades deliver the

precision and accuracy needed for fine finish work in a wide range of
materials. Made in ltaly, these blades are crafted to the highest design
standards for precision and
accuracy.

Why it's Hot: These laser-

cut, thin kerf saw blades feature
extra-sharp, oversized carbide
teeth for long life and multiple
re-sharpenings. Engineered with
a heat-resistant, non-stick coat-
ing, these blades reduce gumming
for cleaner, truer cuts and provide
extended life and a flawless fin-
ish. Featuring 10" and 12" blades
and a Stacked Dado Set, the line
ranges in price from $30-$149.

TuffTooth
Bearing Guide Blocks

ver wanted to run a narrow blade (like 3/32"

wide) only to find your guide bearing sys-
tem can't accommodate running small blades.
Problem solved, R&D Bandsaws now offer
“Bearing” Guide Blocks. These phenolic “blocks”
are available in most bearing sizes, replacing the
bearing on your guide system. They lock in place
against the blade increasing stability and extend-
ing blade life.

Why it's Hot: These “Bearing” phenolic blocks
give the advantage of capturing/controlling even
the narrowest blade. All while lubricating and
cleaning the blade, reducing friction and extending
the blade life by running directly against it — some-
thing you could never do with a bearing system.

www.TuffTooth.com

IRWIN.

.--Marples. -

Rob and IBC have re-
created his famous -
ferring tails to pins easier
and more precise than traditional style knives. Thin to accommo-
Why it's Hot: Considered the missing link in dovetail work,
Rob has said “it doesn't matter how good the first half is — if the

Rob Cosman Dove Tail

dovetail marking knife.

It's cast metal handle and

date skinny dovetails, two bevels per side for tight registration
against the tail and a legible mark in the pin board, curved tip
second isn't right, it doesn't work!” This tool has 30 years of
dovetail experience behind it, make it yours!

Marking Knife

special blade make trans-

for better tracking in end grain and replaceable if necessary.
$46.95

CanadianWoodworking.com
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IRWIN Marples Woodworking
Chisels

he new IRWIN

Woodworking

Chisels features a
high carbon steel
blade, hardened to 58-61 HRC for improved sharpness and edge reten-
tion. Designed for use with a wooden mallet or the palm of the hand, this
bevel edge chisel is structured with a slim, ergonomic handle for added
control, precision and comfort. Sizes include %", %", %", 12", %", 3",
1", 1-%",1-15" and 2" and they are available in 3-piece, 4-piece and
6-piece wooden box sets.

Why it's Hot: Since 1828, Marples woodworking tools have con-
sistently stood for superior performance and ultimate precision in fine
woodworking.The line ranges in price from $15-$80.

TuffTooth
The Ripper

ig brother of the Little
Ripper, The Ripper .032 is
a high tungsten silicon Resaw
blade that offers the same
smooth thin kerf straight cut LRI I{ AR AR
of the Little R|pper 025, but I Uikt Illlllljlmlll bl
built to work on larger wheeled
machines. The .032 thick hard
-edge, hard-back material pro-
vides greater beam strength.

Why it's Hot: The smallest production silicon blade made, the 3/32
x.025 x 14TPI . This blade provides the tightest radius of any blade
available on the market, of special interest to those who enjoy making
Bandsaw boxes or intricate puzzles using your bandsaw (please note
use of Phenolic blocks a must.)

www.TuffTooth.com

3/32 { 5/8 x .025, 5/gx

Earlex HV5500 Spray System

he Earlex HV5500 is the #1 selling hvlp

spray system for the woodworker. It is
ideal for the DIY enthusiast and the light
contractor. It is a complete unit with the
spray gun (2 psi) and turbine (air supply) 42
cfm and eliminates the need for a compres-
sor and the overspray that accompanies
those high pressure systems. Ideal for virtu-
ally all spray materials.

Why it's Hot: Priced right at $389, the
unit has a two-year warranty, is British-made,
and gives a fabulous fast finish with virtually
no overspray. Very easy to clean. It sprays lac-
quer, varathane, stains and varnish right from
the can without thinning. Sprays a great even
coat of thinned water-based paints.
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Mirka CEROS Compact Electric
Random Orbital Sander

nly half the size and weight of traditional electric finishing sanders,

CEROS features digitally controlled variable speeds from 4,000 to
10,000 rpm to provide the ideal finish for a variety of applications. Sanders
incorporate a powerful brushless DC motor for smooth, quiet, maintenance
free operation and are vacuum-ready using multi-hole backing pads with
hook and loop attachment.

Why it's Hot: Styled after pneumatic sanders, the lightweight maneu-
verability and performance of s
CEROS is suited for DIY, produc- .‘-8""
tion shops and trades people, .
particularly for onsite work or P Tereme
small shops where high capacity |
compressed air is not available
or practical. Available in 5" or 6"
models for $499 with three-year
limited warranty. Free shipping at
www.woodessence.com

Evapo-Rust Super Safe Rust
Remover

Evapo—Rust is a water-based, environ-
mentally friendly rust remover that
eliminates flash rust in 10 minutes and
deep rust in hours. Just dip your rusted
items into this reusable solution. One gal-
lon removes rust from up to 300 Ib, or
approximately 20 sq ft of rusted steel. It
will not harm un-rusted steel, brass, cop-
per, aluminum, galvanization, rubber,
plastic, PVC, Viton, vinyl or clothing. No
special equipment or protective clothing is
required and solution is reusable.

Why it's Hot: Simply Soak Out Rust,
No Acids, Non-Toxic, Safe to Use and
Environmentally Friendly!

www.EvapoRust.ca

BUST REMOVER
# rouille ultra ’@

Work Sharp WS3000 Wood
Tool Sharpener

An easy to use, dry sharpening system for chisels, plane irons, lathe & carv-
ing tools and more.

Precision sharpening port has repeatable bevel angle settings: 20°, 25°, 30°,
and 35°. Routed air flow and heat-sink cooling system. With NEW Tool Bar
Attachment ($59.95):

A faster, more consistent and repeatable way to sharpen lathe turning tools.

Why it's Hot:

* Sharp blades mean better results

* Complete, frustration free sharpening
system for your woodworking tools

« Consistent sharpening results

* Dry, air-cooled sharpening means less
water mess

Complete package: two glass wheels, one

Edge-Vision wheel, complete abrasive kit,

instructional DVD, and more! $249.95

www.worksharptools.com

BlackJack A-Line-It Wood
Machine Alignment System

he A-Line-It systems are specifically designed for aligning woodwork-
ing machines. Setting up woodworking machines for the perfect cut
has never been easy, until now.

The A-Line-It Deluxe tests: saw blade and saw arbour run-out, rip
fence straightness and alignment, drill press chuck run-out and drill table
squareness, router collet run-
out, planer head parallelism,
Jointer cut depth.

Why it's Hot: A-Line-It
Deluxe is the only alignment
system available to setup all
your woodworking machines.

Basic Models start at $49.95.

Visit www.blackjackcompany.
com for dealer listing.

Tormek Rotating Base
RB-180

his product can be fitted beneath any Tormek model including the T-7 or

T-3 and the earlier 2000 and 1200 Series.

It enables the machine to be easily rotated by 180° and then locked into
position. The design is as thin as possible in order not to affect the working
height and the rubber feet make sure that it sits firmly on the bench. The
base is designed with a frame to keep the machine firmly in place. It is con-
structed from three optimal high performance materials to ensure a low
friction and maximum stability.

Why it's Hot: The Rotating Base enables the user to easily rotate the
machine in order to select the ideal sharpening direction with the stone run-
ning towards or away from the edge. It also makes it simple to switch from
sharpening to honing. There is no more heavy lifting or water spillage.

Click on the link to see the video:

www.tormek.com/en/accessories/rb 180/index.php

Sells for about $55.00
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ALL ORDERS ARE ENTERED
FOR A CHANCETOWIN A
12V LITHIUM DRILL/DRIVER
AND BIT COMBO

FROM KING CANADA.

Retail Value
$225.00

ALL SUBSCRIBERS,
EXISTING & NEW,
HAVE A CHANCE
TOWIN A $250
GIFT CARD FROM
LEE VALLEY!

Draw period ends
Jan.31,2013
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SawStop Professional
Cabinet Saw

he SawStop Professional Cabinet Saw offers SawStop's legendary

safety system, groundbreaking 99% dust collection and peerless fit
and finish. SawStop is North America’s #1 selling cabinet saw, provid-
ing superior and award-winning precision, durability and performance
to meet the demands of discerning craftsmen and woodworkers without
compromise.

Why it's Hot: The SawStop saw is hot because it virtually eliminates
table saw amputations while
surpassing other table saws
in quality and precision
engineering. Over 36,000
SawStop saws have been
installed since 2005, with
countless satisfied operators.
SawStop has become the
industry standard.

WWW.sawstop.com

O'Keeffe's Working Hands

"Keeffe's Working Hands offers

guaranteed relief for dry hands
that crack & split. O'Keeffe's con-
centrated hand cream is chemically
different than other hand care prod-
ucts — a difference you will feel in
days. The absolutely odourless, non-
greasy formula draws moisture into
the skin and keeps it there, so the
skin's natural repair process is stimu-
lated and healing can begin.

Why it's Hot: O'Keeffe's Working
Hands relieves painfully, dry cracked
skin when nothing else works. We're
so confident that it's 100% money back guaranteed. Your hands are the
most important tools you'll ever own, so take care of them with O'Keeffe's
Working Hands.

www.okeeffescompany.com

Wolverine Grinding Jig

Producing razor sharp tools
and finely finished bevels has
moved from an art to a sci-
ence. Any grinding job
from skews, scrapers, bow!
gouges or roughing
gouges are all

easy prey for this
jig. The Wolverine
will speed up your
grinding, give you

sharper tools and pro- tools last longer.

long the life of both tools Easy to set up. The best invest-

and grinding wheels. ment an amateur or occasional
Why it's Hot: Makes sharpen- woodworker can make.

ing skews and gouges a snap, which $87.95

means less time grinding and your WWW.0oneway.ca
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Trend Classic Professional
MK 1l Hybrid Stone

rend has combined features of

their two flagship precision 8"
stones into one product, which offers
a continual diamond surface AND
unique clearance channels.

* Coarse side has 300 grit and
unique clearance channels for faster
speed of cut and rapid displacement
of lapping fluid and residue.

* Fine side is 1000 grit with a con-
tinual diamond surface.

* The grit size is clearly embossed on each surface.

* Both sides of stone pre-ground to +/-0.0005"

Why it's Hot: A razor shaving edge with smooth continual cut, and
unique clearance channels ideal for flattening backs, re-shaping and seri-
ous stock removal.

www.Trend-ca.com

Laguna REVO Lathe 24-36

he new Revo Lathes from Laguna offer more mass and less vibration. All

major components are made from cast iron. DC Servo Motor offers more
torque, even at low speeds, and precision speed control by 10-turn potentiom-
eter giving the user the ultimate control. Optional 20" Multifunction Extension
can be mounted in four different locations with keyhole slots. Sliding Headstock
features a projected nose
cone for the bearings and
provides unparalleled
tool clearance around the
workpiece. Headstock,
Tailstock and Banjo are
fitted with soft-grip
handles.

For more information,
please visit us at www.
lagunatools.com to find
the nearest Laguna Center.

Freud Flawless Finish Blades

reud's new Ultimate Finish Blade gives users flawless crosscuts in

wood with virtually no rework. The new Axial Shear Face Grind (ASFG)
tooth geometry gives you splinter free cuts even on fine molding. The
new Ultra Thin Kerf allows portable job-site saws to perform to the level
of stationary saws. Available in 10" and 12" sizes, Diablo delivers effort-
less cutting with energy efficiency
users can feel.

Available at Home Depot, EG
Penner Building Supplies, KMS Tools,
Midland Tools, Timbertown, Pierre s
Berger

Why it's Hot: Finally a true fine =y
finish crosscut saw blade for wood .
that leaves a perfect cut ready to fin-
ish with no sanding required. Try it
once and you'll never want to use
anything else again!

www.freud.ca
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Advertising/Editorial Feature

Stockroom Supply
Round Ripper

utting bow! blanks, bases for pillars and trophys, and round bandsaw
boxes has always been risky — not only for your fingers, but causing
heat damage to your bandsaw blade, and causing your blade to drift.

The Round Ripper elim-
inates all the risk, securely
holding the wood from
the top AND bottom, and
also putting your hand in
a safe position, far from
the blade and on a crank
that drives the wood
through the blade.

The Round Ripper
works perfectly with
Stockroom’s new sliding
track system, which fits
* any bandsaw.

Patented and manu-
factured by Stockroom
Supply in Canada.

Why it's Hot: Round
Ripper, Little Ripper,

Sliding Track: the perfect
combo for any bandsaw.
www.StockroomSupply.com

Freud Composite
Decking Blade

Freud Introduces another Industry Innovation. The first saw blade dedi-
cated for Composite Decking co-branded Diablo-Trex! These blades
available in 12", 10", and 7 4" sizes will deliver unparalleled perfor-
mance. The modified triple chip tooth grind (MTCG), Perma-Shield coating,
and special TiCo High Density carbide will give the user cleaner cuts with
less gumming, no swirl marks, and greater longevity when compared to
standard saw blades in the market today.

Available at Home Depot, Various Trex
Dealers.

Why it's Hot: Smooth Effortless cuts
for Stationary and Underpowered Jobsite
tools. The new tooth design ensures
smooth melt free cuts with less gumming
to provide superior blade life. A must-have
for both professionals and DIYers alike

www.freud.ca

n.to

Precision Power Tools

Reliahility, Performance & Innovation




L Uﬁ MARKHAM INDUSTRIAL
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“Our service is what delivers the difference”

Since 1985
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Proudly serving you since 1985 i 7= E]
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15y 7701 Woodbine Ave. Markham, ON 905-477-5192
11 1084 Salk Road, Pickering, ON 905-420-2448

www.markham-industrial.com
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Back by popular demand! %“;mimzr:ﬂl'm?d'
! All your favorite Kreg Jigs our participating Kreg Deal
and accessories for Kreg
Joinery"™ -- organized into a
handy Kreg Toolboxx! If
| you have been waiting for a
! one-stop-shop for your
] Jigt this it Toolboxx™ Includes: Kreg Jig
i i B Micro Pocket Drill Guide |

¢ | Dust Collect
ort Stop | Right Ang

eaturing a front-side
clamping Kreg Jig®
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Fri 11-5
Sat 10-5

&) % Sun 10-5
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&

Adults $11

Senior/Youth $10 . .
penoryoun $ FREE On-Site Parkmg

WOODWORKING

Tools & Machinery, Seminars, & the
Canadian Woodcarving Championships

2013

atthe Canadian Warplane
Heritage Museum

Get Your Admission Back
When you spend $99 with Tegs Tools at the show

or more Visit our website for details

Enter the Canadian Woodcarving Championships
lots of cash & prizes!

For an entry form call 905-779-0422
or visit our website www.HamiltonShows.com/cwc

HamiltonShows.com

WWW

| | | |
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Forrest Sharpening

Helps Prevent Bad Cuts Like These

We’ve been the leader for
over 60 years, so contact

Abrasion, pitch buildup,
micro chipping and poor

sharpening jeopardize the life us today.

and performance of even the

finest carbide-tipped blades m
and dado sets. Our expert

factory sharpening will help The First Choice of Serious
protect your investment. We ~ Woodwaorkers Since 1946

handle all types and makes of
blades. Typical turnaround is
just 4 to 5 days.

www.ForrestBlades.com
1-800-733-7111

(In'NJ, call 973-473-5236)

© 2012 Forrest Manufacturing Code CW
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Hardwood & | {
Softwood Lumber  §%

Millwork

Burls & |
Specialty ltems

Veneer
Sheet Goods .

Musical Instrument ,
Tonewoods |
& Components

.+ AFM
WOOD
|| Specialty

forloversofwood.com

HEA N 1800 265 0624
mail@forloversofwood.com

Ill 'I I ' | ' I.
| LAY [ { ’ |

Lie-Nielsen
TOOLWORKS

Heirloom Quallty Tools®

NEW1!

CLOSED THROAT
RouTer PLANES

www.lie-nielsen.com

1-800-327-2520

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

el il sppesctecd Whrongh 5 gemerations o

WHERE THE TRADEs‘i
BUY THEIR TOOLS

www.tegstools.com

Whatever your trade, we ve got the right tool for you!

> Cabinet Maker > Iron Worker > Plumber

> Carpenter > Landscaper > HVAC

> Millwright > Mason > Roofer

> Drywaller > Mechanic > Welder

> Electrician > Painter

e mmm {7 i =rrem

(905)388-0784

1361 Rymal Rd. E. Hamilton

(905)545-5585 (866) GO 2 TEGS

1104 Barton St. E. Hamilton “
| (VTR i | i T

TIM MAGERAN FOREST PRODUCTS
FROM THE FOREST TO YOU

g I CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MAN |
WOOD 15 ALL SUSTAINABLE CUT

OPEN WEEKDAYS AND WEEKENDS

I | PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

| ! SPECIES KILN 1COMMON SELECT AND BETTER
| DRIED
"B | BLACK WALNUT: | 4/4 $2.00 BF | B/4 S2.75BF | 4/4 $3.35BF |B/4 $3956BF
! | RED OAK: 4/AS\SDBF | 8/43275BF | 4/4 $235BF |8/4 $250BF
) MAPLE: 4/4§150 BF | 8/4 295 BF | 4/4 52.95BF | B/4 §350BF
CHERRY: 445200 BF | 8/4 5250 BF | 4/4 §3.25BF |8/4 $3.758F
J ' 'WHITE OAK: GUARTER CUT 4/4 $3356F
J HICKORY: 4/4 $250 BF
i LIVE EDGE WALNUT: 6/4 $250 BF

SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE
Home 905 774-1055 Cell 905 229-8027 Emall a.laroche@shaw.ca

| SoUTHDaLe

| TooL & SUPPLY
www.southdalesupply.com

SIVES
! ' ! L Quality Products.

SRR BE@= = Informed Consumers.I
I y 1 AW ] i

POWER AND
PRECISION TOOLS
416.598.3553

SHIPPING
OVER $150

AND SAVE

DEWALT ;u BOSCH mew-ﬂ“*"iessimm dfreq

SELECTION, SERVICE & PRICE - TORONTO’'S WOODWORKING SOURCE
WWW.ATLASMACHINERY.COM - 416.598.3553 « FREE PARKING - 233 QUEEN STREET WEST, TORONTO

| ‘ LU jud
The YOUR ONLINE SOURCE FOR TOOLS & SUPPLIES

ToolStore.:a

Order By Phone 1-888-768-8370

OVER 7000 Propucrs

Check Out The

Deal Of The Day
SAVE BIG ON A NEW PRODUCT EVERYDAY!

www.facebook.com/thetoolstore

| ) J
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l"] f Vi 'Il 'Ii JU 1 I‘ -||| 1 i AN j 1 | H A | | | "
l{l I,', Jfll,'l.til \‘I] '{I f ‘l.rl'.l Ui .,|| ||. H |.II .:I,i )
AT 0 R R S R AL

ff
|
| | 2 ) i L !
|
II

*R h & PI d
! T WELBECK SAWMILL | o Harcwoods 1 Softwoogs
il - RR#2 Durham 519-369-2144 ' i o% - Large Selection of Hardwood

| ! SINC)E 1939 QS |
... N www.welbecksawmill.com | | Plywood & Veneers

'« Cyclone systems S Peaco Ck  Kreg Products

| |
| available from 1.5 HP Now }1 « Moulding Manufacturer
el ¥ ‘ ]
! | * Pleated filter replaces ""‘“-ABLEE : L MBER - Online Catalogue
|' multiple filter bags R (N0 IR Pran
15l — + HEPA Media Filter .3 microns 99.97% | urs)

+ Shipping Across Canada oida | | | Emaml {1 a1 . &
~» System designs available www.peacocklumber.ca 905-725-4744

info@peacocklumber.ca Oshawa, ON.

]
[ RSN (70 ) L 1N fii W ' | ' IR
|

‘ N TRADESMAN TWIN DC BENCH GRINDER AP —, ¢
Wllllam WO‘M{WHHQ More than

l ] VARIABLE SPEED - HIGH TORQUE
!
A PENTURNERS PARADISE IUSt pens'

W Coffee and ice cream

3 \\ - scoops, backscratchers,
~ key rings, letter
openers, bottle stoppers
and more. ..

a4 / — o| 1-877-585-0403
/ | ! f WOLRD'S BEST GRINDING WHEELS 1-800-417-2171 : ; T \VWW.penblankS'ca
| | | ON THE WORLD'S BEST GRINDER. www.cuttermasters.com ' "
Wt ) TV AT TS e T T i

I .
'll-"'r,' Bl I . |

8l R&D BANDSAWS

Manufacturer of TUFF TOOTH® Bandsaw Blades

( STOCKROOM -
oo ) www,stockroomsupply.com

Call for your FREE catalogue!

| _ www.tufftooth.com

42 Regan Rd, Unit 18, Brampton, ON, L7A 1B4, (905) 840-0399

* We Use the finest tool steels available
* Custom profiles are our speciality! 0 cEsToNs OR

| ! * Knives for ALL Brands of Moulders
Bl + Shaper Knives * Cloth-back Sandpaper @

BROKERAGE FEES

moldingknives.com |

i 1-866-499-8399 |

| ! VISIT US ONLINE AND DOWNLOAD
| it : OUR FREE PROFILE BOOK

| R I T Bl IuENi ! w1 Ry
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Wu PERRY STUDIO

|| FINE FURNITURE & WINDSOR CHAIR DESIGNS
[ BESPOKE CUSTOM FURNITURE

(8 ONE-ON-ONE INSTRUCTION

WWw.wmperty.ca

416-524-7318 * Toronto ON

THE

Portable Saw and Router Guide System
From Toronto Tool Mfg. Inc.

* RIP CUT

* MITRE CUT
* ANGLE CUT
* CROSS CUT
o €X», “Y” Router Table 50”
¢ And It’s PORTABLE

Visit us online at
TorontoTool.com g

Reach Woodworkers
and DIYers
across Canada

ADVERTISE IN
| THIS SPACE

Canadian Suppliers of Specialty
Wood Finishing Products

"WOOD SHED

Serving woodworkers since 1990

Wood Essence
D sErib i tiiinge
Shellac E
Abrasives

Spray Equipment
Dyes & Stains
Buffing & Polishing

Tel: 306.955.8775
Fax: 306.955.0865

Domestic & Exotic Lumber Sales
Curly & Bird's Eye Maple
Walnut, Cherry, Oak & more
Bowl Blanks & Turning Stock
Veneer Core Plywood &

FTARGET COATINGS Custom Trim & Flooring

In Stock at our

Oskville Warshouse! Smithville, ON . 905-957-3933

woodshedlumber.com

Enjoy the Benefits of
HVLP with a FUJI

STOCKING OVER 100 SPECIES$

§ mpoa'raoa.ooussnc WOOD - vsussusuuuv
] CABINET PLYWOOD = MUSICAL INSTRUM ¥
FLDORIHG FINEHES&AI}HESNES . 'I'URN G

mvw.exotic woods.com

5229 HARVESTER RD. L g

Visit: www fujispray.com

or call: 1-800-650-0930

BURLINGTON. ON L7L 5I.A 905.335.8056
v

PARTIAL LISTING

4X8 pLYWOOD 3% CASH DISCOUNT

4" - Prefinished Birch $35.00 - Birch G1/G2 $28.10/38.10
" - Prefinished Birch $49.00 ‘/z” - Birch $43.30

NOW ACCEPTING VISA
MASTERCARD & INTERAC

MARK'S

%" - Prefinished Birch $59.00 | %” - Birch $49.95
% - Oak/Melamine ~ $64.00 | %4” - Cherry $55.50
V" - Oak G1/G2  $30.15/4055 |%” - Cherry $99.95
%" - Oak $49.95 | 4" - Maple G1 $33.00
%" - Oak $64.50| 14" - Maple $49.95
%" - White Melamine $23.50|%” - Maple $65.50

%" - Birch/Melamine $35.00| Other Plywood Available

Also Available
¢ Lumber ¢ Hinges

Baltic Birch - 60" x 60"
/» $19.95
" $27.05

; $39.55 * Drawer Guides | ;.__‘ i SHOP NEW  np E e

s $47.45 * Edge Banding B s ccesonss | O A Je!
PRICES & STOCK SUBJECT TO CHANGE s :
B BER & P 00D

8 Colborne Brantford, O
9 0-3460 /b berandp 00d.co

WOOD/METAL MACHINES
USED + REFURBISHED + NE TOOLS , ACCESSORIES, PARTS
RUN BY FAMILY,
TREATED LIKE FAMILY.
Come visitus and
ask for your free gift.

DELTA ¢ ROCKWELL ¢ GENERAL ¢ POWERMATIC e BUFFALO e BEAVER & MORE!

JOIN OUR E-MAIL LIST AND RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY SPECIALS

50 West Pearce St., Unit #1 - 2
Richmond Hill, On Canada

L4B 1C5

Tel 905-882-6317
Fax 905-771-6831
www.fordmachinery.com
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50 Man
Projects

BY DON WILKINSON

ithin the next two
weeks, my dear wife will
be heading off to the
wilds of deepest, dark-
est Manitoba to help our Number One
Daughter deliver our Number Four
Grand-kidlet. As anyone who knows
me or has been reading this column
well knows, I will quite likely take this
heaven-sent opportunity to either com-
plete some old neglected household
projects or to start some entirely new
ones. Often these projects work out well
and my wife is delighted with the results
... or at least claims she is. She has
always returned home so I must assume
she’s fine with whatever I have done
to “surprise” her. Since I have always
worked this way, I suppose she probably
isn't all that surprised. Maybe I should
surprise her by sitting on the couch for
two weeks and just reading.

This time I don’t have all that much
planned in the way of renovations, or
even new projects. At least not yet. But
I still have time to come up with some-
thing special. But until I do I hope to
make some headway on the completion
of a few of her other projects we started
several months ago. Just for fun, and to
keep her on her toes, several months ago

I carried all 64 cases of ceramic tile from

storage in the garage and stacked them
all neat and tidy in the new ensuite. She

got all excited and actually thought I was

going to begin work on it. Silly woman!
After a while the stacks of tile mocking
her every time she used the toilet got too
much and she no longer uses that bath-
room. Maybe I'll surprise her and get
that job finished for her return.

56 CANADIAN WOODWORKING & HOME IMPROVEMENT

The problem is, the walk-through
closet leading to the ensuite still doesn’t
have the doors hung. That might be a
good project to finish off, although there
is that one crooked floor tile that really
should be replaced before the doors go
up. But the in-floor heating runs directly
under that tile and I’d really hate to
damage the wiring. I suppose I could
shut the power off to that circuit if I
could remember which breaker I used.
Maybe I should finish rewiring the panel
box too while I hunt down the correct
breaker. I should also consider labelling
the new electrical panel as I go.

I suppose I had better remove the old
acoustic tile in the new bathroom and
put up some drywall before I finish tiling
the floor though. While I'm at it, I had
better install an exhaust fan too. I can do
that at the same time as I wire in the new
light fixture we haven’t decided on yet.
The naked bulb dangling from the bare
wiring in the ceiling simply doesn’t lend
that certain je-ne-sais-quoi we were search-
ing for.

All this sounds like a lot of work.
Maybe I'll just finish painting the room
and be done with it all. She already
picked out a lovely colour that I would

describe as orange. The woman who
helped us choose it described it as some-
thing called Tangerine Sunset Over the
Moroccan Desert in Late Spring but Before the
Solstice. Who comes up with these insipid
names for paint colours, anyway? It was
orange. That’s all it was. Just Orange!

Darn! I just remembered that the
doors hiding the washer and dryer also
need a bit of tweaking for them to close
properly. I call it tweaking, she calls it
purchasing. The problem there is that I
had earlier installed a lovely little nook
on the other side of the wall. The rear
of the alcove now intrudes into the
space that rightfully belongs to the dryer,
which is exactly one and a half inches
too high to fit under the alcove, causing
the dryer to protrude into the doorway
by a few inches, which means that any
doors we might purchase won'’t close all
the way. I personally feel that a curtain
would look nice. I have been overruled.

Sitting on the couch
and reading for two
weeks is looking better
all the time.

DON WILKINSON
YukonWilk@gmail.com

December/January 2013

Tllustration by: Mike Del Rizzo



The Domino Joining System Super-size your jOinery.

With the Domino XL in hand, be prepared to watch
your stationary machinery collect dust. Whether on
the jobsite or in the workshop, you'll have the freedom
and versatility to take the machine to your heaviest,

NEW!

DF 700 EQ
Domino XL

. DF500Q
-"’t Domino

least mobile workpieces. Cut down on wasted time and

transport-related workpiece damage, all while giving
your back a much needed break.

FESTOOL.

Faster. Easier. Smarter.

Solid wood, rotation-proof Domino tenon shown actual size.

Take the first step in changing the way you work. Visit www.festooldomino.com
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