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Find the center of the end of a square  This will give you the center. Repeat on both ends. Working on the base
block. The length or width depends on pop out a little hole in the center to help alicn
your particular idea. With your finger the drill bit.

acting as a depth gauge draw lines
parallel to each side.

It is best to drill using a drill press. If ...of the screw on the bottle stopper hard- Switch to the a bit that is the
you can't do that, use a smaller bit ware. This hardware is a combination stopper size of the hardware screw

for a pilot hole, align the bit with one and corkscrew and can be purchased from and widen the hole. | start by
edge of the block, drill a little bit, give  Penn State Industries at www.pennstateind. running the drill backwards,
the block a quarter turn, realign, and com. Other stoppers are available from most creating a small countersink
drill a little more. Repeat this turn, woodworking suppliers. that prevents tearing. | then fol-
align, drill routine until pilot hole in low the same sequence, turn,
the base is the depth... align, drill procedure as with

the pilot hole.
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At the other end, mark the
brim of the hat all around.
I use a finger as a depth

gauge, running along the end

Test fit the stopper hardware in
the base. of the block.

Spraying the block with a 50-50 mixture of rub-
bing alcohol and water makes it easier to carve.

Make a stop in the corner...

o

...and cut back to it from the hat.

Repeat on all four corners, trying to get them

kind of equal.



As you get deeper, join the corners Progess
across the surface.

| want to knock the
corners off to shape
the hat into an octagon
shape. This intermedi-
ate step helps keep
things round.

Carve the corners.

Continue working around the hat.




On the nose corner, cut a stop under the brim. Trim back to the stop from below.
| leave the brim pretty thick for now so | have

wood to work with it later.

Repeat on the other three corners.

Having now made the hat octagonal | can
round it off easily.

Progress

Smooth the hat, working down to the brim.




I'm going to give the top of the hat a Progress.

slight dome. It will still look flat, but will
be cleaned up.

Knock the corners off the brim.

The hat brim will undulate. | undercut it with a gouge, here
on the corner above the nose.

Trim off the chips with a knife.



Repeat on all four corners... ...for this result.

On the top of the brim, gouge out between ...for this result.
the high spots...



Run a gouge on the top of the
brim to cup behind the high
spots, shaping it. Work from
one side...

The result.

...then the other
so you are always
cutting uphill, to
avoid putting too
much stress on
the brim.

Make a scoop cut... ...on each side of the nose.
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Cut a stop straight in at the bottom of the nose. Trim back to it from the lip.

...and clip back to it from
the lip. Repeat on the
other side.

Nip the corner of the nostril at an angle...

Progress.
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Cut a stop along the back of the nostril. Trim back to it along the cheek... ...and up from the lip. The piece
should pop out.

The result.




Cut a stop at the bottom of the hairline on the side of
the face. Make it about halfway down the ear so the
ear will show.

Cut a stop in the corner, which is the line of the front of

the ear and the back of the sideburn

Trim back to it from below.

Behind the stop trim away for the ear.

The bottom of the ear should be about even with
the bottom of the nose. Draw it in.



Make a stop on the line... ...and trim back to it from
the neck.

The result. This about all of the
ear that will show.

The sideburn ends just a little below the ear. Cut a ...and trim back from the shoulder.
stop there...
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Make several cuts on the shoulder...

...and wack them off.

Progress.

Make a stop at the bottom of the whiskers. Trim back to it from the chest.



This cut is going all the way back to the At the back, make an angled stop atthe  Trim back to it from the back, going in to
chest, so it will be pretty deep. hairline. This allows for a little flip in the  where the collar will be.
hair at the back.

Progress.
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Clean up behind the ear to take it back Continue the neckline from behind the ear ~ Cup the sideburns so they flare out a bit.
to the neckline. to the back.

Cut in front of the sideburn with a gouge...

...to separate it from the face.
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Gouge out the eye area, cut- The result Switch to a wider gouge and

ting from the bridge of the
nose to the outside of the
cheek.

Progress

continue the line straight in at the
temple to the sideburn.

Scoop out on each side of the upper The result.
goatee.



At the side of the goatee cut in at the chin line

...and trim back to it.
and pop off the piece below it.

From there make a stop cut along
the side of the goatee down to the

chin...

The result.

This is the result.

Work behind the goatee to clean
out the area behind it to the neck.




Starting at the edge of the nose making an  The result. With a wide gouge, cut under the

arcing cut with a gouge to define the bot- cheek bone to narrow the jaw.
tom of the cheek.
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Progress. | want to trim a little off the top of the goatee to give
me more room for the mouth.



Draw in the mouth. I'm hoping to have Go across the top line with a v-tool... ...and do the same thing on the
room for a toothy grin. bottom line.

Bring the corner of the lower line
up to the upper line. This will cre-
ate the inside of the mouth.

Use a knife to clean up the corner. Progress.
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Go under the lower lip with a small gouge  Gouge down from the corners of the Shape up the goatee.
to bring it out. mouth to bring out the chin.

Now bring the smile line down to the jaw...and a little underneath to The result.
give him something of a waddle.

Soften the waddle up with a knife.




Exaggerate the smile line with a curved cut... ...trimmed off from the upper lip.

Use a gouge to create a phil-
trum in the upper lip.

Progress.




A gouge pushed straight in creates the Go over the outside of the nostril with ~ Shape the sideburns.
nostrils. the same gouge.

The result.

| don't like the thickness of
the nose, so I'll use a gouge
to narrow it some.

I'll define the bridge with the knife.




From the bridge use a gouge to separate the Snap the chip out with a knife.
eyebrows.

The upper lip needs a bow.
Cut a curved stop from the
middle...

...and clip it out from
the teeth. Repeat on
the other side.

Two slices make a shadow line
under the teeth.




Progress. |

The teeth are separated from the middle out. ...and pop out the chip. The teeth formed.
Make a double slice between the teeth...



Mark around
the bottom of
the stopper
hardware.

This gives me
the limit of
my carving.

Progress.

So | just trim it back.

| don't like the line of the front of the hat.
It should match the back.

I'm going to flatten &=
the upper chest...




...to get rid of the ski slope look. Knock off the front corner of the base.  Gradually | taper it down to the black ring.

\

The result.




Repeat the process on the back. Next, taper the sides in the same Bring it down to the same ring.
way. Start a little bit under the
shoulder.

Undercut around the pe-
rimeter of the shoulders.

The result.

With the corkscrew/stopper in
place check the flow of the line.




From there the base blends down toward
the base. | first go to an octagonal shape. |
may decide to keep it that way or continue

to round it off.

Remark around the stopper to get a
good black line.\

a snug fit.

| don't like how the octagonal shape
ends at the round stopper, so I'll
round it off.

Carve back to take the line out and get

The result.

Work around the base until it is round.




Draw a paint line
in the crown of the
hat...

...and a hat band
around the side.
Note | use a
Flair® brand pen
for this, which is
compatible with
oil paints, but
not with acrylics
or water-based
paints.

The stripes are
drawn by the
“halving meth-
od.” This way
you will always
end up right with
alternating white
and red stripes.
On the crown,
halve the circle.

Halve the
two arcs.

Halve the quarter
circles.

and, finally, halve
the eight arcs,
giving you 16
segments.

Carry the lines
down the side to
the hatband.



The result.
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Draw in the string tie...

...and slice back
to it from the col:
lar line. Continue
in the same way
around the tie.

The result. Repeat on the
other side of the tie.



Go around the collar with a V-tool.

Trim back to the collar from the
chest.
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Progress.

Follow the top of the hat band with the Go around the bottom of the hat band
V-tool. with the same tool, following the natural
line of the brim.




Cut back to the upper line from the
crown to make the hat band stand
out.

Use a V-tool to create hair lines. It always
seems better to start at the face and go
back. It's the way the Lord made water to
run off your face.

Progress

Continue with the sideburns.

With a gouge, form the ear with
one cut back to the sideburns



...and another above the first. The result. Undercut the eyebrow with a small gouge.

Add hair to the
eyebrow...

The result. ...and the goatee.



The front brim seems a
bit thick, so | am under-
cutting it.

Progress.

Because of the domino factor, | need to go around
the brim doing the same thinning.

Clean up the eyesockets to
get ready for the eyes.

The eyes are formed with this
eye punch/

Line the flat edge under the brow
and push in, rocking back and forth
to form the eyeball.




Progress. Cut the inside corner with one stop cut along the lower lid...

...one along the upper lid... ...and a slicing cut back into the corner with the blade against the eye-
ball. If it doesn't pop out, do all three cuts again. Don't pick at it.

The result




The outside corner is done the same way. A stop along
the upper lid...

Progress.

...and slice it out along the eyeball.
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Finally take a V-tool to make a cut beside
the nose. Cut up...

...and nip it off from above.

The result.

Undercut the bottom eyelid with a small Bags are formed with a V-tool. Work ...to the sides. This is a good precau-
V-tool. It should be started inside the upper from the middle... tion against busting it out.

lid, so it looks like lower lid comes under the

upper lid.



Progress.

P

A smaller eyepunch is used for the pupil.

Push it in and rock it.



Ready for paint.




| use paint pencils soaked in turpentine for details. The brand name
is Multichrome, by General Pencil Company. | use a lighter red, Car-
mine, on the flesh first. Apply to the lip.

At the corners of the teeth, push the pencil in and rotate Progress.
it a bit,

&

Go over the highlights of the face. | use a crisscross Progress.
stroke, going one way, then the other.
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4 brush with turpentine is used to smooth it out... ...for this result.

A darker red is applied to the highlights. Wash it with turpentine for this effect.




A white pencil is used for the whites of the eyes... ...and the teeth.

Use a dark blue to outline the bottom of the iris... ...and a light blue to color it.



Progress.

Before | switch
to oil paints |
dip the figure in
boiled linseed
oil. This will
make the paint-
ing easier and
better. I'll paint
the linseed on
the bottom por-
tion so | don't
get it into the
screw socket.

Let it soak in for a bit, then wipe it
down with a blotting motion.




Begin with a good flag blue,
painting the top of the hat...

...and the coat

Blue is finished.



Continue with the eyebrows...

White is next. Start with every other stripe.

...and the hair.

The remaining stripes are painted red. The tie will be black.



As a finishing touch I'll add some stars to
the hat. | find a paint marker to be good for
this. Start with the five arms...

Apply 5-minute epoxy in the
base of the carving. Ideally
you'll fill the space enough to
cover well, but not so much that
it will overflow.

...and thicken the lines for this result.

| use four stars on the band,
one on each corner.

Insert the hardware and
clean up any overfill.






52

N N TSI





















59










62







64




GWooD p C LIBRARY

T

4100397 2515

Tom Wolfe

2222222222222222
SBN: q?&—ﬂ-?EHE-HEEE_?



	Bottle Toppers_001
	Bottle Toppers_002
	Bottle Toppers_003
	Bottle Toppers_004
	Bottle Toppers_005
	Bottle Toppers_006
	Bottle Toppers_007
	Bottle Toppers_008
	Bottle Toppers_009
	Bottle Toppers_010
	Bottle Toppers_011
	Bottle Toppers_012
	Bottle Toppers_013
	Bottle Toppers_014
	Bottle Toppers_015
	Bottle Toppers_016
	Bottle Toppers_017
	Bottle Toppers_018
	Bottle Toppers_019
	Bottle Toppers_020
	Bottle Toppers_021
	Bottle Toppers_022
	Bottle Toppers_023
	Bottle Toppers_024
	Bottle Toppers_025
	Bottle Toppers_026
	Bottle Toppers_027
	Bottle Toppers_028
	Bottle Toppers_029
	Bottle Toppers_030
	Bottle Toppers_031
	Bottle Toppers_032
	Bottle Toppers_033
	Bottle Toppers_034
	Bottle Toppers_035
	Bottle Toppers_036
	Bottle Toppers_037
	Bottle Toppers_038
	Bottle Toppers_039
	Bottle Toppers_040
	Bottle Toppers_041
	Bottle Toppers_042
	Bottle Toppers_043
	Bottle Toppers_044
	Bottle Toppers_045
	Bottle Toppers_046
	Bottle Toppers_047
	Bottle Toppers_048
	Bottle Toppers_049
	Bottle Toppers_050
	Bottle Toppers_051
	Bottle Toppers_052
	Bottle Toppers_053
	Bottle Toppers_054
	Bottle Toppers_055
	Bottle Toppers_056
	Bottle Toppers_057
	Bottle Toppers_058
	Bottle Toppers_059
	Bottle Toppers_060
	Bottle Toppers_061
	Bottle Toppers_062
	Bottle Toppers_063
	Bottle Toppers_064

