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Basic
Instructions

The following pages have step-by-step photographs and instruc-
tions for you to make a simple country scroll saw basket. These
instructions are written specifically for this basket design. All other
baskets in this book are made using the exact same steps.

The basket patterns inc1uded in this book are only a beg in-
ning. Use your imagination to create hundreds of other designs of
our own: add layers to increase the height of yourbasket,use

thicker or thinner layers for different effects, enlafge or 'reduce the
pattern for a particular need, use different kinds of.wood to change
the look of your basket. In doing this, you will create a basket that
i truly your design. The combinations you can use are endless.

Finishing Your Basket ....
We recommend leaving the finished "basketswitl1.ho finish, at all

on them, just their natural wood. If, however, you wish to stain or
apply a satin finish coat of varnish to your basket, use any available
commercial stain or varnish produet that you would apply on any
other woodworking project. Apply per iristruetions on the contain-
er. For ease, try to use a spray top.coat; it willspeed up your work.'

Suggested Materials
As with all scroll saw projects, always use high quality, knot-free
-ood. Recommended woods for baskets are aspen, basswood or

poplar. They are hardwoods and cut easily on the scroll saw. Most
- ft woods are not recommended.because they have little ..."charac-
ter," To add trim or color variations-use rnahogany, cherry'[maple
orred oak. For example, you rnaychoose to use a maple wood for
rhe base, top rim and handle, then use a mahogany wood for the
evels of the basket.

ic Instruetions 1
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Step 2: Attaching Pattern to Wood

• Add one quarter of an inch to the
required size and cut the wood to the
overall size.

• Sand the top of the block lightly
befare applying the pattern.

• Glue the copy of the pattern to the
wood using either rubber cement or a
spray adhesive. Be sure to apply the glue
spray to the paper pattern, not the wood.
Allow the glue ar adhesive to get tacky
befare applying the pattern to the wood,
so that it ean be easily removed later.

Step 1: Enlarge/Reduce Pattern

• Decide what size basket you wish to
make.

• Use a photocopier to enlarge ar
reduce the pattern to suit your needs or to
fit the size of wood that you plan to use.
Try to have the copy made in red. A red
line is easier to follow than a black line.

• Be sure to make enough copies to
complete all layers Cespecially if you do
not stack-cut), We recommend you make
an extra copy or two, just in case.

Note: If you'd like to make the same
basket the authors are making in this how-
to sequence, use the patterns on pages
13-16 far a large basket ar those on pages
18-19.

2 Basic Instruetions
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Step 3: Setting the Saw Blade

• Before starting, check that the blade is
at a precise 90-degree angle to the table
top. This is very important.

• Use a #2 skip tooth or regular blade
for most baskets. (You may choose another
blade based on your own preferences.)

• If you make a very small basket, use a
~O/2 blade.

Step 4: Cut Base

• Attach the base pattern to the wood.
• Carefully cut out the base. Use a #2

blade and try to split the line as you cut.
• Round the bottom edge of the base

using a l/S inch or 3/16 inch round over bit
in a router. (This step is optional.)

Basic Instructions 3
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Step 5 (Optional): Stack-Cutting Level A

• Cut all pieces of wood required for
Level A.

• Using a blank sheet of paper slightly
larger than the wood, spray one side with
adhesive. When the adhesive is tacky,
adhere the blank sheet to the wood, then
spray the top of the paper with more
adhesive. When that adhesive is tacky,
apply the second layer of wood. Repeat
these steps for the remaining layers, until
all required pieces are in a neat stack. (Try
not to go over 11/2 inches in height.)

• When complete, attach the Level A
pattern to the top piece of wood.

• Carefully cut out the pieces. Use a #2
blade and try to split the line.

• When removing the pattern from the
wood be sure to transfer the alignment dot
to the wood surface. Use a pencil or pen
and keep it small.

Step 5: Cut Level A

• Attach the Level A pattern to the
wood.

• Carefully cut out this piece. Use a #2
blade and try to split the line as you cut.

• Cut the outside first and then drill a
starter hole for the inside cut.

• Keep the center section intact to aid
you in sanding the bottom surface. (See
Step 9.)

• When removing the pattern from the
wood, be sure to transfer the alignment
dot to the wood surface. Use a pencil or
pen and keep it small.

4 Basic Instructions
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Step 6: Cut Level B (Single Level)

• Attach the level B pattern to the wood.
• Carefully cut out the piece. Use a #2

blade and try to split the line.
• Cut the outside first and drill a starter

hole for the inside cut. Keep the center
section intact to aid in sanding the bottom
surface. (See Step 9,)

• When removing the pattern from the
wood be sure to transfer the alignment dot
to the wood surface. Use a pencil or pen
and keep it small.

Step 6 (Optional): Stack-Cutting Level B

• Cut all pie ces of wood required for
Level B.

• Using a blank sheet of paper slightly
larger than the wood, spray one side with
adhesive. When the adhesive is tacky,
adhere the blank paper to the wood, then
spray the top of the paper with more
adhesive. When that adhesive is tacky,
apply the second layer of wood. Repeat
these steps for the remaining layers, until
all required pieces are in a neat stack. (Try
not to go over 11/2 inches in height.)

• When complete, attach the Level B
pattern to the top piece of wood.

• Carefully cut out the pieees. Use a #2
blade and try to split the line.

• When removing the pattern from the
wood be sure to transfer the alignment dot
to the wood surface. Use a pencil or pen
and keep it small.

Basic Iristruetions 5
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Step 8: Cut Handle, Fit to Rim

• Using the handle portion that was
removed from the rim pattern center sec-
tion, carefully cut out the piece. Use a #2
blade for small interior cuts and an
optional #5 blade for the handle portion.
Try to split the pattern line as you make
the cuts.

Step 7: Cut Top Rim

• Attach the pattern to the wood.
• Remove the handle portion from the

center of the pattern.
• Carefully cut out the piece. Use a #2

or #5 blade and try to split the line.
• If the top rim has a notch for the han-

dle, be sure the notch is the same uiidtb as
the handle thickness. This is a very impor-
tant part of this step.

6 Basic lfiStructiOns
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Step 9: Sand the Front/Back Surfaces

• Take a piece of #150 grit sandpaper
and put it on a flat surface.

• Reinsert the center portion to support
the layer while you are sanding.

• Lightly sand each piece of the basket
to remove any burrs.

Step 10: Glue Level A to Base

• Remove the pattern and transfer the
alignment dot. Note: If a problem occurs in
removing the pattern, use a hairdryer and
heat the surface. The pattern will then lift
easily from the wood.

• Carefully put a small dab of white glue
at each "stay," about 2 or 3 inches apart,
keeping the alignment dot in an "up"
position.

• Center the piece on the base.
• Wipe off any excess glue.
• Let the basket sit for 5-10 minutes

under a weight to keep it flat.

Basi~ Instructions 7
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Step 12: Add the Top Rim and Handle

• Glue the handle to the rim in the
groove provided. Keep the handle at a 90-
degree angle to the rim.

• Glue the top rim and handle assembly,
eentered, to the top level of the basket.

• Clamp or weight the pieces until the
glue is dry. Remove any exeess glue.

• Lightly sand the entire basket.
• Finish the basket to suit. (You ean

leave your basket unfinished, stain it or
paint it.)

Step 11: Glue Level B to Level A

• Continue gluing the pieees together.
Put a small dab of white glue every 2-3
inehes apart at each stay on Level B.

• Add the next level, lining up the align-
ment dots.

• Wipe off any excess glue.
• Let the basket sit for 5-10 minutes

under a weight.
• Repeat these steps, alternating the lay-

ers until all the layers are stacked.

8 Basic Instructions
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Basket Variations

Eaeh basket ean be enlarged or redueed. You ean add or remove various levels, add handles, leave
handles off or add lids to design your very own basket. You are limited only by your imagination.

10 Basic Instructions
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Basket Patterns
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Large Market Basket

Follow Steps 1-13, using the patterns provided on the following pages.

12 Basic Patterns
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Base-1/2" thick. Cut one Crequired).
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ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

Level A_l/4" thick. Cut three (suggested).

Basic Patterns
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ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

Level B_l/4" thick. Cut two (suggested).

Basic Patterns 15



Scroll Saw B~g.~kets

Handle-s/s" thick. Cut one (required).

CUTOUT

\

!~~
L I(/;

SAME AS /
HANDLE

THICKNESS i (t,,1
/
!

(Ir
- ROUND EDGES SLIGHTLY

ROUNDEDGES
SLIGHTLY

Top Rim_l/ii thick. Cut one (required).

'; .
1. -;:.. l'~ """"'"
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HANDLE

BASE

Assembly View-Large and Small Market Baskets

Small Market Basket

Follow Steps 1-13, using the patterns on the following pages and the assembly view above.

Basic Patterns 17
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ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

Level A_l/4" thick. Cut three (suggested).

ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

Level B-1/4" thick. Cut three (suggested).
ll" .~ ~ l, I~VIr-- ,

18 Basic Patterns
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CUTOUT

CUTOUT
(optional)

CUTOUT

Handle-3/sl1 thick. Cut one (required).

SAME AS-1 r-HANDLE
I l THICKNESS

Top Rim-1/411 thick. Cut one (required),

.. ·.v ..•••_._ ..--- __
...•....•.. _-----.

------

Base-1/411 thick. Cut one Crequired). Optional l/SI1 radius on bottom edge.

l/S" RADIUS
BOTTOM
EDGE
(optional)

Basic Patterns 19
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Oval Basket

Follow steps 1 through 13, using the patterns on the following pages.
Stagger Levels A and E, one right-side-up, the next up-side-down, and so on, to create a woven effect.

20 Basic Patterns
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3116" RADIUS
BOTTOM
SURFACE
(optional)

Base-Ih" thick. Cut one Crequired). 3/16" radius on bottom surface only.

Basket Patterns 21
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CUTOUT

ROUND EDGES SLIGHTLY

Leve1s A and B_l/i' thick. Cut six (suggested).
Handlc=v/ie" thick. Cut one (required).

22 Basket Patterns
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_l
SAME AS
HANDLE

THICKNESS

f

ROUND EDGES SLIGHTLY

CUTOUT

1>Rim-l/zil thick. Cut one Crequired).

Patterns . 23
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Small Oval Basket

SAME AS
HANDLE
THICKNESS

CUTOUT

ROUND EDGES SLIGHTLY

Top Rim_l/4" thick. Cut ane (required).

24 Basket Patterns



----- ~\\- ::\ l/S" RADIUS
l~\ (~~ BOTTOM

~ EDGEl~:; .;_(optional)

Base-1/411 thick. Cut one (required).

CUTOUT

1 A d B_l/411 thick. Cut six (suggested).Leves an

Basket Patterns 25
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Large Round Basket and Small Round Basket

Follow steps 1 through 13, using the patterns on the following pages.
Stagger each level to create a "brick" pattern.

LAYERS

STAGGER EACH
LEVEL TO CREATE
BRICK PATTERN

26 Basket Patterns



Large Round Basket
ROUND
BOTTOM EDGE
SLIGHTLY

Base=-J/a'' thick. Cut one Crequired).

Basket Patterns 27



CUTOUT

LeveIs A and B--l/z" thick. Cut six (suggested).
Note: Stack levels as shown in the Illustration on page 26 to create a brick pattern.

28 I~ II '_/1- • 5 2..... I ~ """" Basket Patterns



ROUND EDGES
SLIGHTLY

SAME AS HANDLE
THICKNESS

f CUTOUT

Top Rim-IN' thick. Cut one (required).

Basket Patterns J~ l, __/... ,""'~ . 29



Scroll Saw Pi:I..9!''''''

. EDGES SLIGHTLYROUND

ne (required).l 5/8" thick. Cut oHande-

Basket Patterns



Small Round Basket

CUTOUT

Leveis A and B-1/4" thick. Cut eight (suggested).
Note: Stack per Illustration on page 26 to create a brick pattern

Basket Patterns 31
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-ROUND EDGES
SLIGHTLY

SAME THICKNESS
AS·HANDLE

CUTOUT

Top Rim_I/4" thick. Cut one (required).

ROUNDEDGES
SLIGHTLY

Handle-e-l/z" thick. Cut one (required).
i· ~(2- =. l'b '.'V\.rv-> •

32 Basket Patterns



Ca y Dish

Follow steps 1 through 13, using the patterns on the following pages.
Glue up the levels as shown below.

mT~~~-----------a1- ~~ ~~~ ~~~

TOP RIM
A
B
A
B
A
B
A
BASE

Side View-AssembIy

Basket Patterns 33



-~~ Scroll Saw Baskeis

Base-1/411 thick. Cut one (required).

ROUNDEDGES
SLIGHTLY

34 . Basket Patterns



/ALIGNMENT DOT

)

CUTOUT

CUTOUT

Level A_l/4" thick. Cut four (suggested).

Basket Patterns 35
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ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

CUTOUT

Level B_I/4" thick. Cut three (suggested).

36 Basket Patterns
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SAND EDGES LIGHTLY

CUTOUT

Top Rim-1/411 thick. Cut one Crequired).

CUTOUT

Basket Patterns 37
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Square Basket

Follow steps 1 through 13, using the patterns on the following pages.
Use assembly view shown below as a guide.

HANDLE

TOP RIM

A
B

BASE

Assembly View
38 Basket Patterns
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-,

-.;.::;:~ .,.." .. -;;.1('.,-, " ,iSZlf!r'?:fYF

Base-Ih" thick. Cut one Crequired). Round edges slightly.

Basket Patterns 39
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ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

Level A_l/4" thick. Cut four (suggested).
l II ''/ Li' -:. b c-n.'Y'-

40 Basket Patterns
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ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

Level 8-1/4" thick. Cut three (suggested).

Basket Patterns



HOLE

CUTOUT

ROUND EDGES SLIGHTLY

TopView HOLE

Side View

Top Rim-Ih" thick. Cut one (required).

HOLE

l/S" diameter hole 3/s" deep in
four places as showri.

42
Basket Patterns
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/r· ..:....',

serail 'Saw;,Baskets
",/' "

.-.,.-:- ...#"..,;-'

., ..?-i"--'·
'_.- ..... -..... :-....

( \ l

\ "i \
\ (

-Y
~ GLUE DOWEL PIN TO TOP RIM

ONLY, NOT TO HANDLE

- ROUND EDGES SLIGHTLY

DOWELPIN
l/S" diameter, 3/4" lang.
Cut four, required.

l/S" diameter hole 3/8" deep in
four places as shown.

Handle-s/s" thick Cut two Crequired).

Basket Patterns 43
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Napkin Holder

Follow step s 1 through 13, using the patterns on the following pages.
Use the illustration below showing the side view of the assembly as a guide.
Note: For larger napkins increase the overall sizes of all of the patterns, 115% to 130%.

TOP RIM_--o

A
B

--- A
----.. B~----- A

.:»: .. .>:

--~--- Bj"'<rA
~. ..:-:::: BASE-- -- .

44 Basket Patterns
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Base-c-l/z" thick. Cut ane (required), Round edges slightly.

Basket Patterns 45
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ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

Level A-1/4" thick. Cut four to six (suggested).

46 Basket Patterns



ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

Level B_l/411 thick. Cut three to five (suggested).

Basket Patterns 47
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Scroll Saw Baskeis

CUTOUT

Top Rim-l/i' thick. Cut one Crequired).

48 Basket Patterns
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Tissue Box

Follow steps 1 through 13, using the patterns on the following pages.
Note: This design is based on a tissue box 41/811 X 41/il X 51/2'1 in size. Cut the top opening to match

the opening in your tissue box.

Basket Patterns 49
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,!

41/2

(or to sult)

CUTOUT

Base-1/4" thick. Cut one (required).

Basket Patterns



Scroll Saw Baskets

---;..--__~t1-----l------ 43/4
~ (or to suit)

41h
(or to suit)

CUTOUT

Level A_liz" thick. Cut five (suggested)

Basket Patterns 51



43/4
(or to suit)

41/2

(or to suit)
CUTOUT

Level B_Iii' thick. Cut five (suggested).

Scroll Saw Baskets

ALIGNMENT DOT

52 Basket Patterns



TOp_l/411 thick. Cut ane (required). Note: Cut hole in top to match opening in tissue box.

Basket Patterns 53
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Round Basket with Lid

Follow steps 1 through 13, using the patterns on the following pages.
The lid ean be left natura l ar tole painted. Instruetions for painting the banded lid ean be found on

page 60.

54 Basket Patterns
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Base-li 411 thick. Cut one (required). Round bottom edge slightly

Basket Patterns 55
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CUTOUT

Level A_Iii' thick. Cut three (suggested).

56 Basket Patterns
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ALIGNMENT DOT

CUTOUT

Level B_Iii' thick. Cut two (suggested).

Basket Patterns 57
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h
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CUTOUT

TopRim _1/4" thiick. Cut one (required).

58 Basket Patterns



ROUND TOP EDGE SLIGHTLY 7Is" DIAMETER KNOB

Lid-114 II thick. Cut one Crequired).

Basket Patterns 59
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Various greens
and browns
highlighted with
Antique Gold

Burnt Umber
sponge-painted
with Molasses

You do not need a great deal of painting experience to create a beautifullid for any of your baskets. Here
are a few simple instructions to get you going.

Sand the wood until it is smooth. Then run a tack rag over the lid to make sure all the wood dust has been
removed from the surface. Varnish the lid with a water-based sealer. When the sealer is thoroughly dry, sand
and tack the surface again. You are now ready to base coat the lid.

Paint the lid top and bottom with Burnt Umber, then sponge paint with Molasses. When completely dry,
paint a Ll/z" Ivory band on top of the lid. This band will create the contrast needed to show off the bittersweet.

Then have fun! Bittersweet is abundant here in the Northeast and is an easy, attractive decoration. Use your
imagination with this pattern. A variety of colors may be used to achieve Iife-like berries. For this lid, I have
chosen to base coat the bittersweet with Cinnamon. The shading is accomplished with olasses and then
Burnt Umber. The highlight is Antique Gold; the highlight dot is Cinnamon. Add twigs with the browns you
have already used for the rest of the lid. When the paint is dry, varnish the lid and you are done.

60 Basket Patterns
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Round Jewelry Box

Follow steps 1 through 13 using the patterns provided on the following page. The lid ean be tole
painted or cut to incorporate a clock insert.

Basket Patterns 61
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Oval Jewelry Box

Follow steps 1 through 13 using the patterns provided on the following page. The lid ean be tole
painted or cut to incorporate a clock insert.
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Rectangle Jewelry Box

Follow steps 1 through 13 using the patterns provided on the following page. The lid ean be tole
painted or cut to incorporate a clock insert.
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Mor~eG~~rWl!ojectBooks from Fox Chapel Publishing
~:f~i~~;'7:~:::~'~'7"',

• collapsibieB~k~fpiiternsby Rick and Karen
Longabaugh: Making beautiful products is simple when
you follow the five-step techniques described inside these
pages! Features more than 100 different designs that are
easily made with a scroll saw and step-by-step instructions.
The first book ever published on collapsible baskets!
ISBN: 1-56523-087-6, 126 Pages, soft cover, $12.95.

CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL WOODWORKING STORE OR BOOK RETAILER
Or call800-457 -9112 • Visitwww.foxchapelpublishing.com

• Multi-use Collapsible Basket Patterns by Rick and
Karen Longabaugh: Create beautiful baskets in only a
few hours by utilizing the full potential of your scroll saw!
Inside this book you will find 100 all-new designs and
easy to follow instructions. Create clocks, baskets,
frames, and more.
ISBN: 1-56523-088-4,118 pages, soft cover, $12.95.

• The Complete Guide to Making Wooden Clocks 2nd
Edition by John A. Nelson: This classic book includes all
you need to know to make beautiful wooden clocks in your
own workshop - and now this second edition has a lower
cover price. Inside, find a history of clocks in America,
plans and instructions for 37 projects, and a special step-
by-step project to get you started. Features plans for
beginners and advanced woodworkers.
ISBN: 1-56523-208-9, 184 pages, soft cover, $19.95.

• Custom Wooden Boxes for the Scroll Saw by Diana
Thompson: Classical and whimsical boxes fill the pages of
this new book by author and scroll saw artist Diana
Thompson. Step-by-step directions show you how to create
these boxes using just a scroll saw; additional directions
address using common woodshop equipment, such as band
saws and a router. A special section on wood introduces
you to the colors, grains, and characteristics of
common and exotic woods.
ISBN: 1-56523-212-7,72 pages, soft cover, $14.95.

• Scroll Saw Basketweave Projects by John Nelson and
William Guimond: Fool your friends with these intriguing
baskets! Featuring twelve never-before-published projects
and step-by-step instructions. No special tools required!
ISBN: 1-56523-103-1,62 Pages, soft cover, $9.95.

• Scroll Saw Workbook 2nd Edition by John A. Nelson:
The ultimate beginner's scrolling guide! Hone your scroll
saw skilIs to perfection with the 25 skill-building chapters
and projects included in this book. Techniques and patterns
for wood and non-wood projects!
ISBN: 1-56523-207-0, 88 pages, soft cover, $14.95.

• The Complete Guide to Making Wooden Clocks 2nd
Edition by John A. Nelson: This classic book includes all
you need to know to make beautiful wooden clocks in your
own workshop - and now this second edition has a lower
cover price. Inside, find a history of clocks in America,
plans and instructions for 37 projects, and a special step-
by-step project to get you started. Features plans for
beginners and advanced woodworkers.
ISBN: 1-56523-208-9, 184 pages, soft cover, $19.95.

• Words of Faith in Wood by Jeff Paxton: Learn to
express your faith in wood with the 76 inspirational scroll
saw patterns included in this book! This book focuses on
combining actual Scripture verses with artistic imagery. The
result is a lasting piece of artwork that makes a meaningful
decoration for your own home, or someone else's.
ISBN 1-56523-228-3, 72 Pages, soft cover, $14.95.

• A Woodworker's Guide to Making Traditional
Mirrors and Pieture Frames by John A. Nelson:
A sourcebook of patterns for woodworkers that features
plans for mirrors and frarnes. Learn the basics behind
cutting wood for mirrors and frames, and then use the
included measured drawings to create your own.
ISBN: 1-56523-223-2, 112 pages, soft cover, $17.95.

• Inspirational Scroll Saw Projects by John A. Nelson:
These expressions of faith and hope will be treasured for
generations. Included with this book are over 40 projects
including ready-to-use patterns, detailed instructions, and
band saw patterns for classic Christian symbols.
ISBN: 1-56523-112-0, 58 pages, soft cover, $9.95.



In this updated second edition, artists John A. Nelson
and William Guimond show you how easy it is to
create custom wooden baskets on your scroll saw.

Inside you'll find clear, step-by-step instruetions on
how to cut the "layers" of a basket, and then stack
them to make the baskets appear to be woven.
Choose from any of the classic basket patterns-
including market baskets, oval baskets, round baskets,
square baskets, tissue boxes, candy dishes and more.

Plus, you can create beautiful keepsakes from the four
new designs in this second edition, including:

• Round Jewelry Box
• Oval jewelrv Box
• Reetangle Jewelrv Box
• Ring Box

Each of these four new patterns features two optional
lids: a square lid ar a custom lid with a clock insert.

You'Ufind these realistic and intriguing
baskets to be winners-whether for

gifts, profit or just for fun!

Other books by John A. Nelson:

Scroll Saw Basketweave Projects
ISBN #1-56523-103-1

Simple, step-by-step instruetions to make authentie
wooden basketweave prajeets in a few hours.

Includes 12 prajeets.

Scroll Saw Workbook, 2nd Edition
ISBN #1-56523-207-0

Revised edition includes eurrent information on
serail saw innovations. Easy to follow instruetions and

patterns. Perfeet for the first time serailer.

Fox
Chapel Publishing

1970 Broad Street • East Petersburg, PA 17520
www.foxchapelpublishing.com

ISBN: 1-56523-234-8
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