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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

In this marvelous collection, drawn from numerous Celtic and Old Norse
sources in the British Isles and Scandinavia, a rich selection of traditional
Christian and secular designs is brought together. Some of the meticu-
lously rendered designs were found in illuminated manuscripts, missals,
and psalters of the Celtic Church (including the incomparable Book of
Kells and the earlier Book of Durrow) and on Celtic stone crosses. Others
are from runic inscriptions on stones, Norse sword hilts and personal
ornaments, and the decoration of everyday artifacts such as bedposts,
horse collars, and weather vanes. The sources of the designs are in Ireland;
Scotland; Wales; Cornwall, Cumbria, Gloucestershire, Northumberland,
Sutton Hoo (in Suffolk), and the Isle of Man in England; Denmark;
Norway; and Sweden.

Created in the period from the 6th century to the 12th century A.D.
(some of them during the 9th and 10th centuries, at the height of the Norse
invasions and occupations of large areas of England and Ireland), the
designs represent the six major periods of Old Norse decoration: the
Broa/Oseberg, Borre, Jellinge, Mammen, Ringerike, and Urnes styles, as
well as many generations of Celtic Christian ornament, chiefly elaborated
in Ireland and Scotland.



(a) trom bronze mirror; (b) from bronze mirror; (¢) from bronze bowl; (d) and (e) from
handles on spoons

Celtic Designs



(a) pattern from sword hilt; (b) Celtic stone cross; (¢) Celtic stone cross; (d)
torc (neck collar or chain)

from a gold

Celtic Designs



(a) pattern from bronze mirror; (b) spiral design on sword hilt

Celtic Designs
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Celtic spirals from various stone crosses

4 Celtic Desiens










































m the Cross of Lismore: (b) and

































Mammuen-stvle horse collar









(a) brooch in English Urnes style; (b) Ringerike beast; (¢) design from a fluted silver bow!
from Gotland

32 Old Norse Designs
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anmimal heads carved on a whalebone plaque
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